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One of the 39 forbidden labors of Shabbat is the melacha of borer, selecting. This means it is
forbidden to select an undesired item from a mixture of different items. For example, if there is a
mixture of good and bad grapes, it is an act of borer to select the bad grapes out of the mixture.
This is known as removing n'2109, unsuitable, from ochel, desirable. Selecting and sorting out
are permitted if the following three conditions are fulfilled,
1- The wanted items are taken from the unwanted items.
2- The selection is done by hand not with an implement which assists in the selection.
3- The selection is done shortly before the items are to be used during the meal or shortly
before the meal commences.
Once these three conditions are met, it is permitted. This is because Halacha recognizes
this as an “act of eating” not as an act of “selecting” to improve and clear the obscured
mixture of items.

By Popular Demand: After the ,DaWd NTIYON DI'OQ: DAY N'7IRYY
silverware is washed and laid in a pile  D0'N2IN 0D7121,0"72N DX D'NTN TWXD
following the Shabbat meal, may one NX 1N27 YNM 0OXN ,NAN"Mya TN
select the forks, knives, and spoons ,TNI'M XN DTA7 DNIN71 ,NIA?TAN
and place them in their designated N1 Y'Y IX ,NI9ONI D'1'20N NX DI
compartments or does this constitute a 77112 DIYN 1I0'N

prohibition of selecting?

Answer: In the previous Halachot, we

11N2'T NINTIN NinNA: NaIYN

have discussed the forbidden work of

. Jawa nioxkn " nox'm java
selecting on Shabbat. We have ' ' |

. N7 ,NaYI N7 N 'RY 10T
mentioned that one may only select on

" T2V X710 1TNA'Y CD'RIN NYvA
Shabbat when three conditions are - '

218N DX YN2A'WI L (N1aon (1) YD
met: One must select by hand and not ' ( 129

. . 2V 22wl oY X7 ,nh109n |n
with the use of a utensil (such as a Y 19 N

: X71 ,T'n i) NRT 2087 nan
strainer), one must select the food from

. (T NN
the waste and not the opposite, and (I
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https://halachayomit.co.il/en/ReadHalacha.aspx?HalachaID=2281
https://halachayomit.co.il/he/ReadHalacha.aspx?HalachaID=2252

one must do so in order to eat the food
immediately (and not to leave it for a

later time).

Regarding our question, one may
certainly not be lenient and sort the
silverware just because one is
selecting the “food” from the “waste”,
i.e. selecting the specific silverware
that one wants from the items that he
does not want, for this cannot be
considered selecting in order to eat
‘immediately”, as one intends to leave
the utensils for use during the next

meal.

Selecting Items that do not Grow from
theGround

We have mentioned in the past that
according many Poskim, the prohibition of
selecting only applies to things which grow
from the ground, such as fruits,
vegetables, and grain; however, cutlery
utensils which do not grow from the ground
included in

are not this prohibition.

Although we rule that halachically, one

'NTI2 NIN N7RWUN M7 Nl
"W X7 ,n™ a1 0"IDON NNM1av
NN XPIT WNM'W nn T¥n 970Y
NIT ,miD J"n710on" n "ikn"
DN Y9SN XInw D"IDON ‘77N NN
DIYN ,0N2 YON 1I'KY DNIX )INN
S ANING" 20K7 Nan 7y Y Nt R
NTIVO? TY 070N NX NI KIN NnY

nhah

Vg "21ma 'k 12T anMa
N2YN NYT7Y ,12Y2 12D 1NDTH NNl
N7N , DAY DM T )Y X7 D019
IXN DY IR DN 12D, "y YT
21Ta DI'RY D"DOoN 7D AN ,ANIAN
Xl . T DN 'Y K7 Vg
N7 'RY D019 X NDINTY
YR "I 'R 1T 17'9XR ,Nava
N9IX7 IT X1207 DI W' DM DN

2w 07D N2 ImA pn T
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should not select even items that do not
grow from the ground, nevertheless, this
opinion may be included as a reason for
leniency regarding sorting silverware on

Shabbat.

Selecting Regarding Two Items that are

Equal in One’s Eyes
Another important reasoning to be lenient
which Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia
Yosef zt”l quotes in his Responsa Yabia
Omer is that since when one sorts
silverware there is no “food” and “waste”
present, for all the utensils are equal in
one’s eyes, it seems that the prohibition of

selecting does not apply to such utensils.

The Bottom Line
Maran zt’l concludes by writing that it
seems that those who customarily sort
forks, knives, and spoons that were mixed
together and place them in their
designated compartments following the

Shabbat meal do not transgress the

DY DI'NN WYY NaTA AN

1"'ya
aNd ,NT |IT 7707 N2ITa X120 Ty
2'RIN MR YR NMiwa 7T n
IND |'N,D"ID0N 27N 7w I nywAl
wn D e ["n09" "IN"
NXD) D71 ,0TNN 'wa DY D"1DoN

.N7X 0701 NN I 'Y XY

nwynY B h
D'ANNNY ,2"XT 20N N and nwyn
DAIYNAN NIAZMI NI9D 012'20 1NAY
,NAwa nTIvon 0DI'o NX? TN
DNN TNX 7> DN DNIXK D' T9NI
NI0'X NTA ['NKY NN LI7 TNIMN XN]
D'7> NO'VY INXY NI' 2101 ]
,INXY 191 177 AN 7D 70 221 ,nX
N [9IXAY 17 TNIMN XN2 12N

".211" N0 'YW R 'RTID

prohibition of selecting on Shabbat. It is
preferable though that after washing
these

utensils, one should dry each utensil that
comes to his hands separately and
afterwards place it in its designated
compartment, for in this way, the
prohibition of selecting certainly does not

apply.
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It was taught in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan: If Yom Kippur
occurs on Shabbat, trimming vegetables is permitted. And Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said that
Rabbi Yohanan said: If Yom Kippur occurs on a weekday, one may crack nuts and remove
pomegranate seeds from the late afternoon and onward, because doing so involves no actual
labor and due to anxiety, i.e., if a person does not know that there is food prepared for when the
fast ends, he suffers more during the final hours of the day (Rabbi Zerahia HaLevi). The Gemara
relates: The members of Rav Yehuda’s house would trim cabbage. The members of Rabba’s
house would scrub gourds. Once Rabba saw that they were doing this early, before the late
afternoon, he said to them: A letter came from the West, i.e., from Eretz Yisrael, in the name
of Rabbi Yohanan, saying that doing so is prohibited.

That being so, the question is if a peeler constitutes a specialized implement for selecting. (Note
the act of peeling itself involves removing bad (peel) from good (fruit). This aspect is permitted
because it's the only way to get to the good. However, the other conditions must be met. The
question at hand is if a peeler is considered a specialized utensil.)

Question: Is one allowed to use a peeler on Shabbat for fruits and vegetables?
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This question is a matter of dispute;

12D A7 AINT NIOX IN9'™77 DY 1I'DIXT T 'RY NN "ID-TVR NAY NNY)
TNI'MA "722 M9 Q177 NMI0XKY ,0Y0Al NN 7127 D02 N9 INNY 7aX "D
722 7112 AYNMIY DI TRIMA 7' DY NN 91727 V0N |2 i 917
D'7OXN XY INNT "M NTYI' ['20 DNOT DIYN ['20% 'T XY71 ThI'N

Peeling fruits and vegetables whose peel is not generally eaten with the fruit is prohibited
because the peeler is only used for peeling. Whereas a knife has other functions such as cutting

food, it is not designed specifically to peel and separate, therefore it is permitted.

Others argue:
YN |'20D 71 AYNIY ,nTa YNNvA? "NINY- nUN NINax

It is considered a more advanced knife.

In Addition, some say that since part of the fruit comes off with the peel, it is not veiwed as
selecting one from the other, because he is taking both;

nNO™pPn DY T "M9nnN 77N QXY XNV -T7 NIX 1910 Nawnn

This additional leniency only applies if the peeler is one that removes both good and bad. Note
that not all peelers have that effect. Some say that even this does not warrant leniency.

220 DYITT NN IRY 7Y NI9pa 7Y ARWIN 'DIRT T X1 - (290) hmwn AT
N'7109 X171 DNY2YY DIRD QX P71 TN

Since people throw that peel away and they disregard the portion of food attached to it, it is
considered pesolet.

The conclusion is that while one may rely on lenient opinions, it is worthy to be strict and avoid
using a peeler for fruits whose peels are not eaten together with it.
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