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Week 54

Topic

0719 1Y

TOPIC DISCUSSION

The significance of the month of Adar

The mitzvah of Mahazit Ha’'shekel:
Time, amount, to whom?

The mitzvah of Matanot La’Evyonim:

Amount, to whom, how many?

The differences between Mishloach Manot and Matanot La’Evyonim.
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THE MONTH OF ADAR, HAMAN AND THE MAHAZIT HA'SHEKEL.
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The Megillah continues:
9K 02T NK,, — After these things."”"

The Gemara inquires:
(ORn X — After what?) What is the verse conveying by connecting Haman’s ascension to
power specifically to the preceding events recorded in the Megillah?*?

The Gemara answers:

Man% NIDT KIT N2 WITED X72W nx K27 X — Rava said: Only after the Holy One,
Blessed is He, created a remedy for the affliction did He send the affliction;*" wm KT
vp% — For Reish Lakish said: on% x7a 13 ox x%x Sx9wr nx man xn 3 wimpn ps
nnn ax1e — The Holy One, Blessed is He, does not smite Israel unless He has
created a remedy for them beforehand. "omax Ny nban Sxwnb 18913, Mnxaw — As it
says: When I heal Israel, then the iniquity of Ephraim will be revealed,” i.e. only then
will they be punished.” 12 15 obwi nimx 528 — But in the case of the other nations of
the world, it is not so. X171 A% X732 72 X 1% 1o — Rather, [God] smites them
and only afterwards does He create a remedy. ' "R1971 023 0M¥0R-NK 71 020, RRIY —
As it says: And Hashem will smite Egypt, smiting and healing.""'

The Megillah continues:

1135 27 M2 1 nbwh vpya 1an, —It seemed contemptible in his eves to lay hands on
Mordechai alone.”™ The verse mentions Mordechai, then the people of Mordechai, and then
all the Jews. Therefore, the Gemara expounds: ¥13% 2713 n%nna X317 "My — Rava said:
At first Haman wished to destroy Mordechai alone. 37171 nya q103% — Then he wished
to destroy the people of Mordechai as well . 27 111 — And who are considered “the
people of Mordechai”? The Rabbis. ™ ormma 933 qwa% — And finally he wished to
destroy all the Jews.
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The Megillah continues:
“5yan 2 e Yen, — Was cast pur, that is the lot.""" 77x wna s So3w 172 K0 — On
this verse, a Baraisa taught: wHEN Haman saw that THE LOT FELL ON THE MONTH OF ADAR,
AT AN AR — HE REJOICED GREATLY. TTWR 13 Ny 2 718 1% 582 mx — For HE sAD,
*“THE LOT FELL FOR ME ON THE MONTH IN WHICH MOSES DIED." He felt this indicated that it was
an unlucky month for the Jews, and he therefore felt confident that he would prevail. ;1 &%
YN — HOWEVER, HAMAN DID NOT REALIZE NP 7783 Nyawaw — THAT while [MOSES] DIED ON
THE SEVENTH OF ADAR, "' 7913 9182 qy2w2) — HE WAS also BORN ON THE SEVENTH OF ADAR. "
Consequently, it was, in fact, not considered an inauspicious month for the Jews.'™'

The Megillah continues that Haman said to Achashverosh;
R0y uwh, — There is a certain nation. "

Rava expounded this verse:
13 Ky KIwtb v7vT 839 K37 9K — Rava said: There was no one who knew how to
slander as skillfully as Haman. 7mp%m xn ™% Mm% — For [Haman] said to
|Achashverosh), “Come, let us destroy [the Jews].” % 1K — [Achashverosh| replied

to him: © 'np3a 72y73 12 Tayh k97 rabrn xronon — “l am afraid of their God, that
He should not do to me as He did to my predecessors.”

40. Esther 3:7. Haman planned to destroy the Jews and he drew lots to determine the day on which to
carry out his plan. The verse states that lots were cast “from day to day and from month to month.” This
means that two lotteries were conducted. One lottery determined the day of the month, and one
determined the month itself. His lottery came up with the thirteenth day of Adar, the twelfth month of the

year.

41. Seripture does not state explicitly that Moses died on the seventh day of Adar, but it can be calculated
using different information supplied by Scripture:

Deut. 34:8 states that the Jews mourned Moses for thirty days. Joshua 1:11 states that after they
finished mourning Moses, they were given three days in which to prepare themselves to cross the Jordan
River and take possession of the Land of Israel. They then crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of Nissan

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



niyna Mmoo, mb Mmx — [Haman] said to [Achashverosh]: “They have been
negligent “/ in their observance of the mitzvos, and their God will therefore not punish
you for harming them.” 1337 112 Mx mh X — [Achashverosh | answered him: “There
are the Rabbis among them, who do keep the mitzvos.”
17 R oy, @5 K — [Haman] said to [Achashverosh]: “They are one nation.”"”
amiabna iy UK IR MR XY — Haman continued: “Perhaps you will say that by
killing out the Jews I will make a bald spot in your kingdom, i.e. one section of your
kingdom will be depopulated; omyir 12 ot MdHM — that is not the case, for they are
scattered abroad among the nations. " 1M X7 MK "MNA XYW — Perhaps you
will say that there is some benefit that can be gotten from them, so that it is
unprofitable to destroy them; nime iy APRY 1M T7MR3 “10DR, — this is not the case, for
‘meforad’ — they are like the mule, which does not bear fruit, “’ i.e. they do not
produce anything worthwhile. ¥1™m XN RN "NANXA XY — And perhaps you will
say that a small province is made up of them, so you do not wish to destroy one of your
provinces by destroying them; Ama%n nirn 553, "mib 1m%n — The verse teaches that
Haman replied to this that the Jews are ‘in all the provinces of your kingdom.””"”"

Haman continued (as stated in the verse):
«ay-5an N omnT,, — “Their laws are different from all the other nations. 93K K%
17 — For they do not eat from our food 13 1201 X591 — and they do not marry our
women 17 12011 K91 — and they do not marry their women to us.” Haman continued (as
stated in the verse): "y orx 75na M1 NX), — “And they do not observe the king’s
laws,” vip »iwa xnw X935 o1 — for they waste the whole year, avoiding the
king’s work, with the excuse: Today is the Sabbath or today is Passover.” "J

Haman continued (as stated in the verse):
oIS MY PR 190D, — “And it is of no benefit to the king to tolerate them,™ 153x7
ma%n’ m% man e — for they eat, drink and mock the throne: 10122 2121 5511 19D
MDD 1P 1 KR S — For even if a fly falls in a glass of wine of one of them, he
casts away [the fly] and drinks [the winel. 17 TIx 5w 10133 ¥ai1 7500 21 ox) — But
if my master, the king, touches a glass of wine of one of them, ¥niw 11X YpIRP2 WwIIN
— [that person] throws it to the ground and does not drink it!” >/

Haman continued (as stated in the next verse):
#7131 U3 123 DN NIy 07axb an 2w 9nn by ox,, — “If it pleases the king, let it be
written to destroy them, and ten thousand talents of silver etc. I will weigh in the
hands of those who take charge of business, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.””

The Gemara remarks:

52. v »iw is an acronym for D MoD O NAW, foday is the Sabbath, today is Passover. Every day they
have an excuse for not working; either it is the Sabbath or Passover, on which their religion forbids them to
work (Rashi; cf. Maharsha and Ben Yehoyada).
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wip? v mr — Reish Lakish said: o%iva mm anxw m 295 yrm n5 — It was clearly
known in advance before He Who spoke, and the world came into being, i.e. God,
braen Sy obpw Sipwh ma Tnyw — that Haman was destined to weigh out shekalim
(i.e. silver coins) for the purpose of destroying the Jews. nopwb ymbpw ovpn q2mb —
Therefore, He caused the Jews to precede their shekalim to [Haman's] shekalim.
1207 1177 — And thus we learned in a Mishnah: "' 5 obpwn Sy pymwn 9783 082
o'%X%27 — ON THE FIRST OF ADAR, THEY [the Sanhedrin] PROCLAIM REGARDING the payment of
THE SHEKALIM,"" AND REGARDING KILAYIM. ™

The Megillah continues:
YA 23 12 Ny oym 1% nna qoan ma® 190 Ky, — And the king said to Haman:
“The silver™ is given to you, and the nation [is also given to you] fo do with as you see

fie.™

The Gemara explains this with a parable:
Kax 137 K — R’ Abba said:

MRt N27T b M wimwnxT Swn — The example of Achashverosh and Haman, to
what is [it] comparable? " y171v 7in2 50 15 M KR5S 07% 12 w5 — To two people, one
of whom had a mound of dirt in his field, ? 317w 7in2 y™n 15 1 10k — and another
one of whom had a ditch in his field. ” "nx y™n 5ya — The owner of the ditch said
to himself: om712a M 5n 5 1M M — How I wish the owner of the mound would give me
this mound in exchange for payment, so that I can fill in my ditch. =K %nn Sya — And
the owner of the mound said to himself: 2™m7a 71 Y0 '% 17 "1 — How I wish the owner
of the ditch would give me the use of this ditch in exchange for payment, so that I can
remove the mound of dirt from my field and dump it into his ditch. Each one needed the
other, and hoped for the other’s cooperation. 11 S¥x 11 1111 D5 — After some days these
two men encountered one another. 5ni1 Sya5 y»n Sya i "mx — [The owner of the
ditch] said to the owner of the mound: 351 *% 1ion — Sell to me your mound. 17 1y
117 02 X 51w — The owner of the mound said to him: Take it for free, and
would it were so! Similarly, both Achashverosh and Haman wished to destroy the Jews.
Thus, when Haman offered to purchase the right to do so, Achashverosh gladly gave his
consent for no payment at all.”
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QUESTION

Where did Haman come up with the number 10,000 silver coins?

nmosoin
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17 [As stated in Ezther 390 Tos (071.077) cites an explanation that Haman chose this amount because it
equals the total amount of half-shekaiim given by an entire generation of Jews (reckoned as 600,000 men,
the number of Jewish men over twenty who were freed from Egypt). Bach calculates this as follows: A
normal lifespan is seventy vears, and the obligation to contribute the yvearly a half-shekel begins at age
twenty. Thus a man ordinarily contributes 25 shekalim [50 half-shekalim] over the course of his life.
600,000 men, then, contribute 15,000,000 shekalim [25 x 600,000]. An ordinary kiker of silver is 1,500
shekalim (in contrast to the Temple kikar, which is 3,000 shekalim). Thus, 15,000,000 shekalim is 10,000
kikar (15,000,000 divided by 1,500, the amount that Haman gave Achashverosh for the right to destroy
the Jews isee also Pnei Yehoshua).
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answered him: This, too, give him. This last reply of Achashverosh is indicated by the
words: “n73T WX San 121 Sanbx, — Do not omit anything from all that you
suggested.”

Haman was forced to carry out the king’s order and:
"DIDI"NKY WP NN 17 npn, — Then Haman took the garments and the horse.” 518
THP 1227 AN MNawR — He went and found that rabbis " were sitting before
[Mordechail, 13275 nymp niaba 115 1mm — and he was demonstrating the laws of
kemitzah'"" to these rabbis ."“ nnm 2 M MmE MHR5 PVXT DTN AMIAT D —
When Mordechai saw that [Haman] was coming towards him with [the king’s]
horse held in his hand, he became afraid. 13227% 1% "X — [Mordechai] told the
rabbis: MK Xp Wwo1 Svpmb Kywn Wi — This wicked man is coming to kill me. 151
in5ma2 nan KXY 1 mpn — Move away from him so that you too are not burned by his
coal. ¥ xnibyb m% opy wTM nuym Rnyw N2 — At that moment, Mordechai
wrapped himself in his cloak and stood up to pray.

The Gemara relates the encounter with Haman:
MR MY 2 a7 xnx — Haman came and sat before them, 22710 p%p7 Ty 7mIN)
mniby5 — and waited until Mordechai finished his prayers. 1mpoy *kn2 15 My —
He asked [the disciples]: With what topic of study are you occupied? naw pama mb mnx
onp wipnit — They answered him: When the Holy Temple was in existence, 27117 IXn
m5 mpanm k5107 My "Hn v anm — one who pledged a minchah offering Y
brought a fistful ” of fine flour and would gain atonement through it. "% 1% "nx
1277 RAKP ¥R Y Xnx — [Haman] said to them: Your fistful of flour has come M
"T17 XBO2 M3 ’g‘;zs My — and pushed aside my ten thousand silver talents, which I
was willing to pay Achashverosh to destroy the Jews."” ywn m% "nx — [Mordechai,] upon
hearing this, said to [Haman]: Villain! m% owan 1% 12y oo mpw 12y — If a slave
acquires property, to whom does the slave belong and to whom does the property
belong? It certainly belongs to his master! Since you are my slave,'” that money was mine,
not yours.

After this dialogue:
RYDID IRIT 21571 RN W7 wiab op MY mx — [Haman] said to [Mordechail: Arise, put on
these garments, and ride this horse, X251 7% w27 — for the king wishes you to do so.
XY Sipwxy w2 1Y xSy 1y x5 kY MY . — [Mordechai] responded to him: 1
cannot do so until I first go to the bathhouse and have my hair cut, ¥ Xy7x mx 1857
11 82517 NN WnnwKRS — for it is not proper ' to use the garments of the king in
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this state. WX 191251 112 12 115125 1MNTER) ANOR T1TW — Meanwhile, Esther sent an
order and detained all the bathhouse attendants “ and all the barbers, ”’ so that
Haman would have to attend to Mordechai personally. As a result, mnox) 22 ?;r'; NN nv‘;n::;
— [Haman] personally brought [Mordechai] into the bathhouse and bathed him.
TNIAN XN NNK) ‘:11151 — And [Haman] went and brought scissors from his house, X
M M3 YpY — and was cutting [Mordechai’s] hair. mmx marx mb Spw xp71 102 —
While cutting it, [Haman] felt faint and groaned. nminm Xp NN mh mx —
[Mordechai] asked [Haman]: Why do you groan? xabn% mb 2wn mir1 x123 m% "nx
"112727 19121n — [Haman] answered him: The man who was more valued by the
king than all his nobles 1291 2852 mmu"S xnwi — should now become a bathhouse
attendant and a barber? yw1 m5 7mx — [Mordechai] retorted: Villain! 193 5w 100 189
nmit 0¥ — And were you not once the barber in the village of Kartzum? xin — A
Tanna taught: MY Dy oMy o751 DR 192 YW DD i1 — HAMAN WAS THE BARBER OF
THE VILLAGE OF KARTZUM FOR TWENTY-TWO YEARS.
The Gemara continues its narrative of the encounter:

maRnb mrwab b mebpwt "na — After [Haman] cut [Mordechai’s] hair, he
dressed him in his assigned royal garments. 227 po m5 1mx — He said to [Mordechail:
Ascend the king’s horse, and ride. X351 X5 m5 "X — [Mordechai,] however, said to
him: I am not able to ascend by myself Xxnuyn mm NPy RymaT — for my strength is
weakened from the days of fasting. 7‘!‘;91 T3 — So [Haman] bent down and
[Mordechai] stepped up on Haman’s back and ascended the horse. m2 vya p5p 13 — As
he was ascending, he kicked [Haman]. :13% 203 X% m% "mx — [Haman] asked him: Is
it not written for you: ¥ “mawn-5x 7218 Y833, — When your enemy falls do not
rejoice? How, then, were you allowed to kick me? "J.If;j'ip'!; "bm na ™5 mx — [Mordechail
answered him: These words were stated concerning a Jewish enemy. :3713 137712 52X
[24]

177N inina-5y nxl, — But about you non-Jewish enemies it is written: ' And you

=

shall tread upon their high places.
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The verse in the Megillah (9, 22) states:
"To mark them as days of feasting
and merriment and sending portions
(Mishloach Manot) to one another, as
well as giving gifts to the poor (Matanot
La’Evyonim).” The Gemara in Megillah
(7a) states that ”Mishloach Manot”
refers to sending two food portions to
one person, while "Matanot La’Evyonim”
refers to giving two gifts to two people,
i.e. one gift per person. (This is because
"Manot” refers to at least two portions,
"Matanot” refers at least two gifts, and
"Evyonim” is at least two poor people.
The verse does not say, ”"Sending a
portion to one another as well as giving
gifts to a pauper”).

WHAT MUST ONE GIVE?

In order to fulfill this Mitzvah, one need not
give actual gifts; rather, it is permissible to
donate money to the needy so that they will
have the means to purchase food for the
Purim feast.
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HOW MUCH MUST ONE DONATE?

One who is G-d-fearing should distribute
Matanot La’Evyonim generously and joyfully
and one’s reward will be great indeed. How
much must a person donate as Matanot
La’Evyonim? Although, according to the
letter of the law there is no set amount
for this gift, and one fulfills his obligation
by giving even a few cents per pauper.
Nevertheless, it is preferable to spend
more on Matanot La’Evyonim then on
the Purim feast or Mishloach Manot. One
should preferably give enough so that the
pauper will be able to make use of the sum
for the Purim feast.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MISHLOACH MANOT AND MATANOT LA’EVYONIM

Mishloach Manot must be sent in a way
the recipient will know who the sender is,
and the sender knows who the recipient
of his gifts is. This is because the primary
reason behind Mishloach Manot is in order
to increase camaraderie among the Jewish
nation. On the other hand, Regarding
Matanot La’Evyonim, it is indeed permissible
to send these gifts to the poor anonymously
such that the donor and recipient do not
know each other’s identities.

Similarly, whereas regarding Mishloach
Manot one must send actual food gifts (or
beverages), regarding Matanot La’Evyonim
this is not the case; one may donate money
instead.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF MATANOT LA’EVYONIM

The Rambam (Megillah Chapter 2) writes:
One must send one’s friend two portions
of meat or two cooked foods or two food
items, as the verse states, ‘And sending
portions to one another,” which means two
potions to one person. The more friends
one sends to, the more praiseworthy one
is. One must also distribute monetary gifts
or food items to the poor on Purim day, no
less than one gift to two poor people, as the
verse states, ‘And gifts to the poor’. Itis more
important for one to distribute more gifts to
the poor than to spend a large amount on
one’s feast or send food portions to many
friends, for there is no greater and more
splendid joy than gladdening the hearts of
the poor, orphans, widows, and converts;
one who gladdens these downtrodden
souls is comparable to the holy presence
of Hashem Himself, as the verse states, ‘To
revive the spirit of the downtrodden and to
revive the soul of the oppressed.’
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GIVING MATANOT LA’EVYONIM TO A CHARITY TREASURER

One who gives money to a charity treasurer
who will subsequently distribute this
sum to the needy on Purim day on the
donor’s behalf has fulfilled his obligation,
since ”one's messenger is tantamount
to himself.” This is the prevalent custom
today as many people give their Matanot
La’Evyonim to trustworthy agents and they
in turn distribute the money on the donors’
behalf on Purim day. It is actually better to
fulfill the Mitzvah in this way rather than to
the money to such people whom
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one cannot ascertain if they are genuinely needy or not.

Nevertheless, care should be taken to donate this money to charity treasurers or
organizations run by people who are known to be of impeccable honesty and integrity, as
opposed to relying on just any organization blindly.

All the money you given on Purim to the poor should be with intent to fulfill the Mitzva of
Matanot La’evyonim, since even the smallest amount is good.

However, you should still give two poor people a significant amount of a meal.

If you are giving money to a fund for Matanot La’evyonim, you should clarify, that the money

will be distributed on Purim in America.

THE CUSTOM OF THE “"COMMEMORATION OF THE HALF-SHEKEL"

It is customary to donate money before
Purim as “a commemoration of the Half-
Shekel" which was donated by the entire
Jewish nation when the Bet Hamikdash
stood. This money is customarily collected
on the eve of Purim before reading the
Megillah, as our Sages tell us (Megillah 13b)
that “it is revealed and known before the
Creator of the world that Haman would,
in the future, weigh Shekalim against the
Jews, therefore, He preceded their Shekalim
to his." Nevertheless, one may donate this
sum before this time, any time following

Rosh Chodesh Adar.

The Poskim write that nowadays one should
be careful not to call this sum of money "the
Half-Shekel,” rather, 7a commemoration of
the Half-Shekel,” for if one would call it the
former, there is concern that this money
may be consecrated to the Bet Hamikdash,
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and thus be prohibited to benefit from,
thereby prohibiting its distribution to the
poor.

This is mentioned openly in the Responsa
of the Geonim that ”calling Tzedakah money
‘the Half-Shekel'is improper and this money
becomes prohibited to benefit from” Thus,
it is proper to call it, a "commemoration of
the Half-Shekel” in order to avoid any doubt.

AMOUNT ONE SHOULD DONATE

What is the amount one should donate
in commemoration of the Half-Shekel?

The actual Half-Shekel coin amounted to
the weight of nine grams of pure silver.
However, if one’s financial situation does
not allow one to donate this amount,
donating any coin in commemoration of
the Half-Shekel is sufficient.

Women must also donate money in
commemoration of the Half-Shekel and
it is proper for one to donate this amount
for one's small children as well. Some have
the custom to donate this amount for their
unborn babies as well. (Torat Ha’'Mo’adim)

This money must be given as charity to
the poor. Hagaon Harav Chaim Palagi
writes in his Sefer Ruach Chaim (Chapter
694, Subsection 2) that this money should
be given to needy Torah scholars who
toil tirelessly in Torah. This is the most
important charity of all. Whoever works to
raise the glory of the Torah and those who
study it shall merit seeing the raised glory of
Israel. As our Sages tell us (Baba Batra 10b):
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"Through what merit will the glory of Israel
be raised? Through °‘Ki Tisa’ (donating
charity).”

1PV D210P D19 MNAY HpPWH NXXNN 2A1rN
NN HRIW? PIRA IMNIHD - KX YAVN XD
T RYD 9D 101 Hpw

The appropriate sum that one should donate in commemoration of the Half-Shekel
this year is approximatelys 6.20 (USD) per person. (For those residing in Israel, based
on the recent USD to NIS conversion rate, the sum this year is approximately 20
NIS per person.)

The minimum amount of the donation for the commemoration of the Half-Shekel for small
children is the value of a coin which is a half of the local currency. Example: In the United
States this would be a half-dollar coin, hence, the donation would equal fifty cents. (In
Israel, this would be the Half-Shekel [NIS] coin.

THREE COINS

TheRama(Chapter694)writesthatitisproper
to donate the sum in commemoration of
the Half-Shekel in the form of three coins in
commemoration of the fact that the verse
states”the donation of Hashem” three times
in the portion of the Torah corresponding
to the Half-Shekel. This custom is quoted
by Hagaon Harav Chaim Palagi as well as by
Maran zt”l in his Chazon Ovadia-Purim (page
103).
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MONTH OF ADAR

"When Adar Begins,
We Increase Our Joy”

The Gemara in Masechet Ta’anit (29a) says,
”Rabbi Yehuda son of Rav Shmuel ben
Shilat taught in the name of Rav: Just as
when the month of Av begins, we diminish
our happiness, so too, when Adar begins,
we increase our happiness. Rav Papa says,
therefore, if a Jew has a court case with a
non-Jew pending, he should avoid having
it during the month of Av when the Jewish
nation’s fortune is bad and try to have it
held during the month of Adar when the
Jewish nation’s fortune is good.”

The source for this is based on a verse
in Megillat Esther which states, "And the
month which was switched for them from
tragedy to joy,” which teaches us that the
good fortune of this month brings about
salvation and goodness for Israel since their
fortune is optimal during this month.

Nevertheless,Hagaon Chatam Sofer(Chapter
160) points out the distinction in the words
of Maran Ha'Shulchan Aruch in that whereas
in the laws of Tisha Be’av (Chapter 551),
Maran quotes the words of the Sages that
when Av begins, we decrease our joy, Maran
does not quote the corresponding teaching
that when the month of Adar begins, we
increase our joy. Furthermore, the Rambam
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does not quote this teaching of our Sages
at all.

The Chatam Sofer explain that it is possible
that the reason why the Rambam and
Shulchan Aruch omitted this law of rejoicing
during Adar is because Rav Papa who
maintained that one should try to schedule
a court case with a non-Jew to be held
specifically during the month of Adar is
because he is of the opinion that the Jewish
nation is subject to the influence of the
constellation and during Adar when their
fortuneis good, this is cause for celebration.
On the other hand, we maintain that the
Jewish nation is not subject to the influence
of the stars (based on the Gemara end of
Shabbat) and thus, the Rambam and Maran
did not mention this law regarding the
month of Adar at all.

However, many Poskim defend the ruling
of Rav Papa that when Adar begins, our joy
increases; some actually post animated
signs during the month of Adar to that
effect. Although we maintain that the Jewish
nation is not subject to the influence of the
constellations, there is still room to rejoice
during these days because this entire
month has been switched from mourning
to rejoicing in the times of our forefathers.
The reason why Maran omits this law is
because he had already written (in Chapter
688) that some rule that one may read the
Megillah from the beginning of the month
of Adar. Thus, the entire month of Adar
is certainly a time for rejoicing. The Sefer
Hitorerut Teshuva (Chapter 473) resolves
this issue likewise. In previous years, we
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have explained this matter further based
on the words of the Ritba and as discussed
in the works of Maran zt"l.

The great Rishon Le'Zion, Hagaon Rabbeinu
Yitzchak Yosef Shlit"a, explains (in his Yalkut
Yosef- Purim, page 192) that the reason for
rejoicing during the month of Adar is out of
thanksgiving to Hashem for all the miracles
he performed for us during this period. It
is also an indication that these days are
auspicious for goodness and blessings.

He adds, that just as during the month of
Av, we progressively decrease our joy until
the epitome of mourning on the Ninth of Ay,
during the month of Adar, we progressively
increase our joy in preparation for the most
joyous day of the month, the day of Purim.

He quotes the Sefer Sefat Emet (on Ta'anit
ibid.) who explains that it is possible that
since during the month of Adar during
the eras of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) and
the first and second Bet Hamikdash the
Half-Shekel coins were collected in the Bet
Hamikdash and the Jewish nation donated
them joyously, there was a spirit of great
joy in the world. Until this very day, from
the time Parashat Shekalim is read in the
synagogue (on the Shabbat of or preceding
Rosh Chodesh Adar), a great joy is awakened
in the world.
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