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RECEIVING CHARITY FROM GENTILES

The Gemara states that it is forbidden to publicly receive charity from a gentile.

[0l Masechet Sanhedrin 26b 219 P70 NAON .10

Rav Nachman said: Those who “eat the other thing” (Rashi 210D X 727 "YOX M 27 MK
— those who accept charity from gentiles) are invalid to be fy»¥a YaN ,X'DIDA - "9 M1 .MTYY
witnesses. This is only if it is done in public, butin privatehe  xXYX X XY M) XD KXY -
is not disqualified. And even in public, it was only said that he ;5,4 K1 7YX MTIPRY Y TWOKT
is disqualified when it is possible for him to be sustained in  _ 9 TWHK N9 YAK XD WD)
private, and nevertheless he disgraces himself in public. But O
where it isn’t possible - this is his livelihood.

Rashi explains that accepting charity from gentiles constitutes a chillul Hashem (a desecration of G-d's
Name), which when done for the purpose of receiving money thereby invalidates one from being a witness.
The Levush explains why such an action is considered a chillul Hashem.

Levush, Yoreh Deah 154 TR T | Wb .11

Since the gentiles will say: How lowly is this nation, who does not KW 1T f21X 712120 1130 D00 DMININW
support its poor themselves. DMy PO15N

The Gemara cited above indicates that the prohibition applies only to receiving tzedaka from gentiles
publicly. However, the Gemara below seems to show that it is problematic to do so even privately.

[n Il Masechet Bava Batra 10b 27 NIN2 X232 noon .12

Ifera Hurmiz, the mother of King Shapur?, king of Persia, sent 177w, X210 MWT 172K 10 X1DN
four hundred dinars to Rabbi Ami, buthe did notacceptthem. X9 "X 277 TmMpPY M7 XN VAKX
She then sent them to Rava, and he accepted them for the sake  y139ap X277 mp WTW ArYap
of peace with the kingdom. Rabbi Ami heard and was angry. TORN MK 27 YW MY DY DIwn
He said: Does Rava notaccept the lesson of the verse: “When the
boughs are withered, they shall be broken off; the women shall
come and set them on fire” (Yeshayahu 27:11)?* And why did
Rava accept the money? For the sake of peace with the kingdom.

D'W3 1N2WN NP W Y Y nx
YW DIWN NI MK MIRND NIKA
N199N D1YW DIWN M) MK M L.N1eYn

2. Shevur Malka, or King Shapur, was the name of two Persian kings in the Sassanid dynasty, which ruled over Persia and Babylonia. Their kingdom
stretched from Syria to Asia Minor. King Shapur the first was a lover of Israel, and had a strong friendship with the Amora Shmuel. There was hope
among the Jews that during his reign, the Temple would be rebuilt, similar to in the days of Darius. King Shapur the second, though, hated the Jews
and charged them with harsh taxes. However, his mother Ifera Hurmiz was a lover of Israel and even saved Rava from a decree of death given by
her son.

3. This prophecy of Yeshayahu was given regarding the Assyrians and Egypt. According to Rashi and Radak, it may also refer to the war between Isracl
and Edom at the end of days ~ the war of Gog and Magog. The prophet compares Egypt (or Edom, according to Rashi) to a tree, which will be easy
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But did Rabbi Ami not also see the importance of accepting ~ .0"2212 *T21¥ ™YY 1WYDNY 1 WNT
the money for the sake of peace with the kingdom? He X ‘11 ,1112721 £2210 * 121V ™YY ") Xam
should have distributed the money to the gentile poor TP N KYT - N1 TOPNT
rather than to the Jewish poor. But Rava also gave the money

to the gentile poor and not to the Jewish poor. And Rabbi

Ami got angry because those who reported the story to him

did not conclude it before him.

The Shulchan Aruch rules in accordance with the Gemara in Sanhedrin but does not refer to the Gemara in
Bava Batra concerning receiving charity privately.

Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 254:1 NN TP | YW A3

It is prohibited for a Jew to take charity from a gentile in public. D212 *T21i1 10 IPTY 1075 YXIWD MOX
If one is unable to survive with the charity of Jews and cannot YW #p7¥2 NnY %197 1K OXY .XDTIDA
take it from gentiles in a private manner, it is permitted. DA *TAIVN AYVY 91 WK1 UKW

LM aran NXyyxa

The Taz suggests that the Gemara in Bava Batra refers to a situation where the gentile desires to give charity
specifically to Jewish poor and support them, while the Shulchan Aruch and Gemara Sanhedrin refer to a case
where the gentile simply wishes to help anyone in need. Rav Shmuel Wosner suggests alternatively that
even in private there is still a prohibition and a slight desecration of G-d’s name.

1o Responsa Shevet HaLevi 2:126 1Pp:a | O vaY v .14

It is prohibited for a Jew to take charity from agentile in public. D“1DYI 1 APTY MY HXIWH MOX
See the Rishon Letzion, [who explains] that even in private  Xy»x2DaT XY NWRI2 PPV A1 KODTD3
there is a slight desecration of G-d’s name. Alternatively, itis  yxp wam mwn 1K 1 90 NYp XX
du§ [to tht? prol.ﬁbition] of “when the boughs are witherfedf' AT P2 Y1099 19 MOXI 22T DD K1 N
as is explained in the first chapter of Bava Batra. And it is YIDD PIVYT KX HXIDM Y N 14

prohibited to take from a gentile as Iong as one l.las the ‘ablhty WD FT2 AWM XD KDTT NI NITY
to take from a Jew. However, regarding the invalidity for
WY1 pUD T0n

testimony — this is specifically if done in public.

FURTHER IYUN
For a more extensive discussion regarding accepting charity from gentiles, see page 78.

The Tzitz Eliezer distinguishes between receiving charity from gentiles in general, where there is sometimes
room to be lenient, as opposed to from idol worshipers, where one should be stringent, based on a ruling of
the Rambam.

to burn down when the roots dry out. The analogy is that when the merits of Egypt (or Edom) expire, they will fall. Rav Ami was upset with Rava
for allowing them to do chessed with the Jews, thereby extending their reign.



oM Responsa Tzitz Eliezer 15:33

As head of the department of Cardiology at the Shaarei Zedek
Hospital [in Jerusalem], they brought me a gentile volunteer
from the Diaspora. The question arose whether it would be
permitted to accept her, as it is prohibited to accept charity
from gentiles, as is mentioned in Masechet Bava Batra...

First, I wanted to bring to your attention that in order for me
to have a complete picture [of the case], the question should
have specified which religion the volunteer follows. For
regarding this halacha of not accepting charity from gentiles,
there is another halacha in the Rambam in Hilchot Melachim
10:10, where he distinguishes between an idolater and a ben
Noach (Noachide) who isn’t an idolater. He rules [there] that
if a ben Noach wishes to do one of the mitzvot of the Torah
[not included in the seven mitzvot for Noachides], we do
not prevent him from doing so. If he brought a burnt offering
[olah], we would accept it, if he gave charity we would accept
it and give it to the Jewish poor, see there inside...

A2V | MYOX YX NUv .15

MYW N“1A3 A% NONA MWK XDV MNA
VTNW Y1) NATINN 425 MoY kAN px
1VEX 19 DY Tmynn rmim XY Xnw Y
2apY MOK M1 ,092pY Ann DX YW

.7 T 2“3 KPKTD D99V MAam

owy " 1Y e Mxna MwXta mm
M2Y P n aYNwn - nnnn nnbwn
noPnwn nMo - nT oIy Y anoh
DYapn PX YW NN 05902 0  hwpana
o noon Y MW D“PDyn apTs
“ 71990 YN n “pa 1Y N ,n“anna
T2 NPNRW M) 12 P2AY 1YY 1A A pohnnw
M MwyY Oxw m v Lpomm Yy
PYNN PR 15w YAPY T TN NINND XN
Y X0an XY L anobno amwyYn amx
173N 20N PYAPN PTY N 00N PYapn

L OW Y 901 YR My

Other poskim rule that in contemporary times, there may be a problem of proselytization, though if it is clear
that this is not the intention of the donors, it may be permitted.

153 Responsa Devar Chevron 3:2 (by
Rabbi Dov Lior of Kiryat Arba-Hebron)

Question: Maywe accept support from a Christian organization
for our work regarding Har Habayit (the Temple Mount)?

Answer: One may not accept support from the Christians in
any way and for any purpose. Their intention is to help Am
Yisrael in order that at a certain time we will believe in “that
person.” Rav Kook has already written about this in his letters
that even medicine for sick people would be prohibited to
accept... Recently, they also wished to distribute ma'ot chittim
money (given as charity before Pesach), and a signed letter
was publicized signed by a number of rabbis, including Rav
Avraham Shapira [former chief rabbi of Israel] not to accept
any support from them, and this is my humble opinion as well.
However if there is a gentile who wishes to donate, not because
of his religion but rather because he knows Jews and respects
them, there is no prohibition of receiving presents from them
(see Yad Rama, Bava Batra, section 132).
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