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Matanot Laevyonim 

נורמה בת אודאתרפואה שלמה   



Part 1: Origin and reasons for the  of .

The same days on which the Jews enjoyed relief from their foes
and the same month which had been transformed for them from
one of grief and mourning to one of festive joy. They were to
observe them as days of 
feasting and merrymaking, 
and as an occasion for sending gifts to one another 
and presents to the poor.

Harav Elisha Galiko (student of
the BetYosef) explains why the

 of  was
instituted as a way of
celebrating . He explains
that just since the  were
also saved in the miracle they
too have a  of eating a 
as a  way of celebrating the
miracle. Since the poor might
not afford the meal, they will
not fulfill the  of
celebrating the proper way. It is
for this reason that all are
obligated to give money to the
poor so that they too can fulfill
the  properly.



Rambam Halachot Megillah
One should rather spend more money on gifts to the poor than on his
Purim banquet and presents to his friends. No joy is greater and more
glorious than the joy of gladdening the hearts of the poor, the
orphans, the widows, and the strangers. He who gladdens the heart of
these unhappy people imitates God, as it is written: "I am … to revive
the spirit of the humble, and to put heart into the crushed" (Isaiah 57:15).

From the words of the Rambam it seems that the  of 
was given for the purpose of enhancing the Joy of one’s own Purim.
Since the order of the day is to be joyous and celebrate, the Rambam
says the best possible way to be joyous is by giving to the needy. This
will enhance the joy of the giver thus enhance the joy of the day.

It seems that Rav Elisha Galiko and the Rambam are arguing on what
the  of  is about.
Rav Galiko understands that  and the sages instituted that everyone
must give  this day since the  are at a disadvantage of fulfilling
the  properly and the joy must be experienced by them too.

The Rambam on the other hand seems to understand that the  of
 is in order to maximize one’s own joy on Purim. By

giving one experiences a unique happiness and fulfills his requirement
of . 

Part 2:
Does an  have an obligation of giving  ?



Everyone is obliged to contribute to charity. 

Even a poor man who is himself  maintained by
Charity should give a portion of what he receives. 
If one would give less than his due, the Court used to bring pressure to
bear and punish him for contempt of court until he would give the
amount assessed; and if he persisted in his refusal, they would seize his
goods to that amount [in his presence].

Siftei Cohen-Shach (commentary on Shulchan Aruch)

An  is only obligated to give charity if he would sustain himself even

after giving. If however by giving he would not sustain himself he is

exempt from [collecting more in order to give] charity.



Rav Bezalel Zolty quotes
Shulchan Aruch who says On
Purim one is obligated to give 2

 gifts. The Ta”z says in the
name of his father-in-law the
Bac”h that even an  is
obligated on the giving of 

 just like an  is  in
the  on .(Before Pesah an  would have to collect money for the 4 cups as this is a
necessity. So too before Purim he would have to collect money to be able to fulfill this .)
However the  is exempt from other charity giving during the year (except for a one time
minimum amount) since he can not afford to give.

  
He then quotes a Pri Hadash who
argues that there should be no
reason to obligate a poor person to
give  [since the  is
exempt from all other giving of
charity throughout the year]. The
Chida however argues and holds
like the Bach that the  is .

Rav Zolty asks that when Shulchan
Aruch in Halachot of Sedakah
obligates an in giving charity the
Shac”h explains that it’s only true if
the  still has enough for his basic
needs but if not he is totally 
(besides the once a year minimum
amount). It would seem from the Bach
that even the  who doesn’t have the
basics is still obligated on 

. Why is there a difference
between regular  and 

 ?

Rav Zolty differentiates between
the 2 ...



That is, the Bach holds that the  of
 isn’t a random  of

charity, rather it’s a fulfillment a 
that was instituted to properly
celebrate the day of Purim just like
reading the Megillah and Seuda and
Mishloach Manot are  that were
instituted to celebrate Purim. It’s
similar to fulfilling ones obligation of
the 4 cups on Pesah as a way of
properly celebrating Pesah itself. So
too  is a .

Rav Zolty further explains based on
the teaching of the Rambam:
“One should rather spend more
money on gifts to the poor than on his
Purim banquet and presents to his
friends. No joy is greater and more
glorious than the joy of gladdening the
hearts of the poor, the orphans, the
widows, and the strangers. He who
gladdens the heart of these unhappy
people imitates God, as it is written:
"I am … to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to put heart into the
crushed" (Isaiah 57:15).”

We see from the words of the
Rambam that the purpose of  

 is not only to bring joy to the
receiver (as a regular  of )
but rather to bring joy to the giver
which is a way of celebrating and
being happy on the joyous day of
Purim. 
According to this understanding, we
see that in order to properly celebrate
Purim one must give gifts to the poor.
Since this is a , the Bach
would hold that even a poor person must give since that will bring him joy and thus enhance his

.



 It seems that this argument between the Bach and Peri Chadash
as to whether a poor person is  in  is based on the
previous argument between Rav Elisha Galiko and the Rambam
as too why  was instituted.
According to Rav Elisha Galiko it’s purpose was to fund the

 so that they can fulfill the  of . This is
therefore a form of . Since the Peri Chadash understood like
this, a poor person would be exempt from this  like the
regular exemption for giving .
The Bach however held like the Rambam that the purpose was
to cause the giver to have Joy. If so, even the poor would be
obligated in the .

Part 3: How much must one give ?

The mishna mentions: And gifts distributed to the poor. 
Rav Yosef taught a baraita that the verse states: (Esther 9:22)

“And of sending portions one to another/Mishloach Manot”,
indicating two portions to one person. 
The verse continues: “And gifts to the poor/Matanot Laevyonim”
indicating two gifts to two people.
How do we understand the words “two gifts to two people”?

Rashi explains that it’s sufficient to give one “matana/gift” to 2 separate 



Part 4: How much is a “Matana/Gift” that one must give?

According to the Ben Ish Hai one must give each  at least 
3 beitzim of bread (around 6 oz.) or the money equivalent.

 

Hacham Ovadia Yosef writes that although a “gift” can be a few
small coins, someone with fear of Heaven should give
generously. 

Hacham Ben Zion Aba-Shaul says that [although he agrees to
the amount of the Ben Ish Hai] the gift should be something that
would cause the  to be happy.
He adds that those who conduct themselves with piety should
give each  the amount it would cost them to make a [Purim]
Seuda.  



Part 5: When is the right time to give  ?

The Biur Halacha (Chafetz Chaim) says that one must give
 on the day of Purim itself. He reasons that if it

would be given earlier, the  might use the money before .

Kaf HaChaim
One must give on the day of Purim, not on the night of Purim.
One should give immediately after reading the Megillah in the
morning.
  
Part 6: Can one mail money to an  before  that will be
delivered on  itself ?

Hint: Something to do with how we understand what the
reason for the  of  is all about.
(Look back at Part 1 and Part 2)


