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Is it permissible to play games on Shabbat?

The Gemara in Masechet Eruvin (104) records a prohibition against playing on
Shabbat with nuts and apples, which people in those days would use for games
like marbles. Initially, the Gemara suggests that this is forbidden because of the
noise produced when the nuts strike each other. Ultimately, however, the
Gemara concludes that playing these games is forbidden because of the concern
that the nuts or apples might smooth the earth on the ground as they roll (such
as by filling holes in the ground with earth), which constitutes a Shabbat violation.

TS T AERSn DWIT I M AT 31 TR KA RS T S e

7
- O WD pEn
S oen T g
TEpam o wh
= T TEmn mpab
om v o ngm
mEa Tern i annb
= 2 i 'oe aoo
g T Tes mma
|m o e nav
= b Ny E vaR kY
ot 2 pun oha
% aIm e A
e %W 3EoD
@ 3 pua rrea
LD T MR T
T T R mnom
mEs  prEn TEDRS
T DS TN AT
Enpoer Koo, frm
TITPT (T &N e
wRp Wk vn e
gy e mon b
= MK 3 Frm DR
THE KF ST KR 3P

TR SPTLIES IMETES D ST ST e 37 E KA e e e i e e R Ky e e
U1 TR WK TN 20 T K K CSTnE T o 2
TSN ITPRTTE [T AT TTTOEY T KT O
Sy ey merun e e ime B SO TP
sy ke KoE ATE KR R TRE fops K i o wY Ko wE D 1 R T raw b
W W e KTTN AT [T ET 200 KY STV TS TR KIS A 2 T e EaTnn
T ETTY TS KEE MEYTP RO N R T s gt e meer TR WD MBS R gmnns g

Z M qmNT MU ST D RO
= NN NPP TR MR BAR MR Z'MIND Mmpnwn 2wl AT

Ton Kbe o S aSp i mpm WS Nopm MR ToN DK
W oM ovmesd ne mebt 6b

Tam o man b pr oMo swesd R sebe eow

s b Mopm oms RS D pHoTeRa mowa Soa Sruam

N SRS = YAIIASY 1 O B ST N5 T N wEp s

KO NOW T TR NPT CRD MER osnmme khSan b

N NI RET [ NSRRI 85 o P 85 Nem ety
™R

T7 97T ANy

SR 02 Q700 A 09 2 DRepa
mhea iy ppn3 uepy oy
o ofbe wmbp exd omb
ER ko7 (vo7 BoEe 17D |‘.\1
eodn TpST rob oY oD
£h B w7 moho omap o0
fE™ oo ph ampmy I3ER

ES T S ¥pi fapy !
It Bap pnenp orfs fndh

b0 0 BT e T
M wwm onk e
Eirem e ST oo
wa rh e vl
Jmmy S g ooe men
Hush pax o ke
e Xen b 15 sEn

(BT DR BPR DOE DAY Lm e

Yoo B iohp P e amm

oeipn e shn aEps B

:ypb Bip mirh b2 eppT o3 en Ay chp poem wrabs pive Y ope Jfosh gw oo bEn DMIRENE
(ecifis ombeT oup WE D pand pann v phom Jovs OBB DI SIS TE DD DRSO e M

BED phem 14 1" 10 pon IED SpD BHY3 B3 THUN DUSHS BUpD jo YRR M B Y00 O SDREND [ERY e |

T3P OUPY APEND3 3pum B panm S5 35 ven f19 0o ¢ abind padw evm 1 4prD o o L bEn Yo Bir o
rhor o piod ppp S DSHE BIDEDR Sapas PRir 0w b owp ToE (ot ¥ oD e ompy o Bl ppY
o 1iped PErbm of Jip o wbhd vos B tohnd oo (hp ronn weDY moes B (o o b g oopn
Bppe B 2Eard oot dB) frasd o oh o wrrn o hp noE snE pren spas B o Tpob o o foo
IPIDWD BED YTIE PYm s hie fme tmopn rpadd hp peopod deo spv tgp M g o o b v

W oipbs Joabo babad T

* P33 WBFNIDY RS 13 mpEDD nb pap B33 13 pEbene Tinn Jemad Bin fes o9 hp pEn

o khE 2 gY pron TR £ e Y
o TTTIK B 0T, TORK DM Rpnos
MERN S0 D KT T NS P

T TS 3T PR ETT
K7 120 X T SRR ST

b pibi tmshd DYEID PIPDERE YT bb W pOm q7 117 gS:SJ} ouhs PIpPED
Mdavr Abpowiihiaven =

™ T TN AR WA [N T T K
oL i K, R Y e PpTs TR e

O ITTE M3 [ e '!!'; b

vy ren T E Thes, e e e (R K aEpa K Yo

oy ¥ ¥ wen
T DRI Fipn
Ber o ey e
4% P 0
Swun v

M T3 mrr s

LR2P 7291 RPT IRD — ROV ORR .II08 — DOTIAR2 NIpOWnD Do) 127 IR 77T 27 KT KT KN
27008 K9P *712IR 99

The Gemara asks: However, with regard to that which Rav Yehuda said that Rav said:
Women who play with nuts by rolling them on the ground until they collide with each
other, it is prohibited for them to do so; what is the reason for this prohibition? Is it not
because knocking nuts together produces a sound, and any production of a sound is

prohibited?
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The Gemara rejects this contention: No, it is prohibited because perhaps they will come
to level the holes. As small holes in the ground will interfere with their game, they might
level them out and seal them up on Shabbat, which is prohibited as building.
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For if you do not say that this is the reason, there is a difficulty with that which Rav
Yehuda said: Women who play with apples, this is prohibited, as what production of
a sound is involved there? Apples do not produce a sound when they collide with each
other. Rather, the reason is that they will perhaps come to level holes, and the same

reasoning applies to nuts.

It is forbidden for women who [often] play with nuts, almonds, or the
like, to play with them on the Sabbath,’® lest they be motivated to
level crevices.

" unless [the

It is forbidden to sweep the ground, lest one level crevices,’
floor] is paved with stone.” One may, however, sprinkle water on the
ground. There is no suspicion that the person will level crevices, since

this is not his intent.™

One may not apply oil to the floor," even if it is paved, nor may one blow
[dust from the floor], nor may one wash it."® This applies on a holiday,™
and surely on the Sabbath. These acts were forbidden lest a person
follow his usual weekday pattern and thus come to level crevices in a

place which is not paved.
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The Shulchan Aruch (338:5) codifies this prohibition and mentions the reason
that the nuts and apples might smooth the earth. Since the concern here involves
the issue of smoothing the earth on the ground, this prohibition applies only to
games played on unpaved ground. It would not apply to games played on tables,

tiled floors or pavement.
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. If the game involves rolling items on the ground it is
forbidden to be done on a dirt floor, and is disputed if
may be done on a tiled floor

Games which involve rolling on the ground: One may not play
games which involve rolling items on the ground, even if the
ground is tiled. It is however permitted to play with them on

a table'. [This applies even if the floor of all the houses of

one’s city is tiled. However some Poskim rule one may play
these games on the floor of a tiled house, however not on
the floor of a courtyard.]

! Other opinions [Aruch Hashulchan 338/12] however rule that on tiled floors it is
allowed and no decree was made due to dirt floors as was done by sweeping, as
it is not common to play these games.

Ketzot Hashulchan 146 footnote 60; Shevitat Hashabbot, as these games are also
played outside on dirt floors, and hence there is worry if we allow it on tiled
floors, one may come to do so on dirt floors. However regarding sweeping, on
Shabbot, it is not common to sweep the courtyard as it was already swept before
Shabbot. [ibid]
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Nevertheless, the Kaf Ha'chayim (Rabbi Chayim Palachi, rabbi of 1zmir, Turkey,
19th century), in this chapter, writes that it is improper for adults to play any sort
of games on Shabbat. (We are not speaking here of gambling, which is forbidden
even during the week.) Shabbat is to be used for loftier pursuits, such as prayer
and Torah study, and therefore spending one's time on Shabbat playing games is
inappropriate. Children may be allowed to play games on Shabbat, but adults
should refrain from doing so.
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It should be noted that the Chida (Rav Chayim Yosef David Azulai, 1724-1806)
observed that certain Rabbis would play chess on Shabbat, and he speculated
that they perhaps suffered from a kind of depression and felt the need to engage
in some form of entertainment to overcome their melancholy. But generally
speaking, one should refrain from playing games on Shabbat.

Summary: Halacha forbids playing games like marbles on unpaved surfaces on
Shabbat, as there is concern that the marbles might smooth the earth on the
ground, which constitutes a violation of Shabbat. On other surfaces this is, strictly
speaking, permissible, but in any event playing games of any kind on Shabbat is
inappropriate and at odds with the spirit of Shabbat.

Hida is inclined to forbid playing chess (Birkei Yosef 338:1). He suggests that the rabbis
who played chess on Shabbat were suffering from depression. In order to take their
minds off their worries, they played chess, after which they were able to return to their
Torah study. However, barring this situation, one should not play on Shabbat.
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. If the game involves writing it is forbidden to be played
even if one chooses to play it without writing due to a
decree one may come to write.[4]

Playing chess/5 stones: It is permitted to play a game using
[pre-designated] bones[12] so long as one is not doing so for
gambling purposes. [Some explain this to refer to chess.
Others explain this to refer to “five stones” or "Kugalach”.]

Gambling: It is forbidden to play any gambling games on
Shabbos due to that this appears like business. A gambling
game is defined as any game which involves actual loss and
gains.

Those who transgress: Women and children which transgress
and play games that are forbidden, such as a game involving
rolling items on the floor, are not to be protested, as certainly
they will not listen and it is better they do so out of ignorance
then do so advertently.

Are games which adults may not play considered
Muktzah?

Beer Moshe 6/27-

Games which are permitted for children to play with are not
Muktzah for adults.
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https://shulchanaruchharav.com/halacha/playing-games/#ftn4
https://shulchanaruchharav.com/halacha/playing-games/#ftn12

Due to the holiness of Shabbos, adults should avoid playing
games on Shabbos even if the game has no Halachic
prohibitions involved.
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