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Week 41

Topic

HANUKKAH ON THE GO

QUESTIONS

A family traveling on a plane overnight on Hanukkah, what do they do about the
lighting; can they light on the plane? Are they obligated to light at all?

A soldier who lives in areas without a roof in which its windy, must he light; or do
you say where he lives is not categorized as a house?

THE n7'pn (DEBATE)

Is the mitzvah of Hanukkah an obligation on the home or the person.

For example: Mezuza is an obligation on the house, if you have no house you are
not obligated. Tefillin is an obligation on the person, as well as Sukkah.

How do we look at Hanukkah?

The difference will be if a person is not home and no one is home to light for
him, must he still light where he is or, is he exempt because he has no home?

As well, the soldier even though he is not living in a roofed home, he may still be

obligated to light.
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The Gemara prescribes various levels of performing the mitzvah of kindling the Chanukah

12271 120 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 21 ni¥n — The essential COMMANDMENT OF
the CHANUKAH lights'"” im»an wiX 93 — is one LIGHT each night for A MAN AND HIS entire
HOUSEHOLD.” 1™71011 — AND THOSE WHO PURSUE MITZVOS”! have 1Ry X 53% 71 — one
LIGHT each night FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE in their household.” p1mia ma py1onm — AND
for THOSE WHO MOST FERVENTLY PURSUE MITZVOS, ” nmamw p'%n 1iwiNT o onix 'xny ma —
BEIS SHAMMAI SAY that on the FIRST DAY of Chanukah ONE KINDLES EIGHT lights 79 18210
7931 NMi® — and HENCEFORTH CONTINUOUSLY DECREASES that amount,” i ommix 5% nin
nnx p'n‘;-pg 1'WRY — BUT BEIS HILLEL SAY that on the FIRST DAY ONE KINDLES ONE light 1x21
753 97911 7581 — and HENCEFORTH CONTINUOUSLY INCREASES that amount.”
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TOSAFOT TRANSLATION

9 OINWI RN RI'RT TN N W2 1DW N2 WIR IR ROR M7P RH 1721 WIAT "D IR
,0RX1N IR 001010 D7 721D RINW 10NN IR 1M

1172121 DR 711 W2 0W 1120°W X120 R8I 797R1 RN 9017 ,2OR TNR D29 71 hwIY DR HaR

The Ri understands, that Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel are conferring, only about a person
who is lighting only one set of candles for his household. In such a case, there is more
hiddur because it is apparent when he adds or subtracts candles every night that he is
doing so due to the new days or the days that are left.

However, if he is lighting a candle for every member of his household, even if he will add
candles (per family member per day) it will not be clear to the observer how many nights
of Hanukkah there are, as the observer will merely think that the amount of candles is
related to the amount of people in the house, (i.e. twenty candles could be five people on
the fourth night or four people on the fifth night).

1M

Sephardim follow the view of Tosafot, 1 9°Y0 XRYIN M’0
that since we are doing 17m m 777m
to add a candle every night, we don't
light per family member.

TR PO PWRIN N9, D11 N>
TY 1D D21 IR 99 9P0m 19R1 IRON
711 027 OR 1979R1 ,N1IMWY 17’ INR 71w

They all are joined with the homeowner N1 P97 KD Man
lighting.
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QUESTION

Who can light?
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The Gemara derives a practical law from this conclusion:

myn Ty aRYTT JMRT Xnwm — And now that we have said that kindling

accomplishes fulfillment of the commandment, 1o VY WAN A% 11 — if a deaf-mute,

insane person or minor kindled [the Chanukah light] o523 x5 nmipy X5 — he has

“ inasmuch as kindling is the primary mitzvah act and

accomplished absolutely nothing,
his actions have no legal significance.” mp5 1 7 mwx— However, a woman may
certainly kindle the Chanukah light, 1% 12 ywm 1271 "nx7 — for R’ Yehoshua ben Levi
said: 2T 732 niavn oW — Women are obligated in the mitzvah of kindling the

Chanukah light, 037 1niX2 ™7 171 )XW — for they, too, were involved in that miracle. "

The Gemara discusses the law of a guest:
nwy 371 X — Rav Sheishess said: 21 712 271 1X100X — A guest is obligated in the
mitzvah of kindling the Chanukah light. X771 27 "% — In elaboration of this R’ Zeira
stated: 21 "2 X1 ™ W — Initially, when I was a student in the academy and boarded
in someone’s house, NMBWINR 112 "WwMHa Kivnnwn — I participated with my host in the
mitzvah by paying him a few perutos (small coins) toward the cost of the Chanukah lights."”
RIPAN KNMK 120017 N2 — However, after I married my wife © I said: X% '*xm1 xnwi

K12y — Now I am certainly not required to contribute a few coins toward the purchase

of the Chanukah lights, "Rn 2 122 2y "% M Kp71 — since they are kindling lights for me

in my house. "
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A lady can light. ‘2 97°Y0 N”YIn 1’0

A child should notlight. ;12 NAYN R GRW NI1IN ] ﬂD'TlTJ NWNR
nWY XY JUP NOIW WIN NPT DR AR

Some say that a child who is mature JUP2 MIRW M WM D172 NN2INW D"YRI 019D
could light. A0 TR 9T 1177191 130 N 71 ND YIAnw
PIX INY YIRNW JOp V701 YT Nan

2" pH1nhH

HALACHA

How about after one lit the first candle, can he have his son who is 6 years old light
the others?

17%Y NN

The ohr letzion says, don't let your minor 12110 MM1 99705 X1 7190 "1an JOP
lightany of the obligatory candlesunless  wnnwnY NXIM PN NN RANW 11201 1N0RYH

it's the shamash. But Hacham Ovadia 277291 P91 MWINY 912’ RN LN
allows, if the boy is 9 years or older.

mMWINY 1ParR 9127 1N D25 Yian RH 10p OR
DNV 77291 101N N1 PPH TN 10

MmN 12 YN o'NMnon 02115 IN°H IR PR
W0 DR N1 LMD DN DR R TNk
1291 wnw NI NR PHTND 0N 1N RHR,NIND

TWINW 0210PN 17129 10D MM TV PN
191) WNW YT 1NY wnn RH oX1 1nH
(N WR 21N>
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QUESTION

How could it be that there is an opinion that a child who is mature can light, if
he would not be able to read the megillah for me? What's the difference between
reading the megillah and lighting the Hanukkah candles?
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Since the obligation is not on the individual, rather on the home to have it lit.

Megillah is an obligation on the individual to listen or to read it; a minor cannot assist
you to fulfill your obligation.
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20. Pnei Yehoshua notes that the expression “a man and his household” seemingly implies that this
mitzvah was not instituted as an obligation upon each individual (71371 n2in), as might be expected, but as
an obligation upon each Jewish house. He remains in doubt, however, as to the accuracy of this inference.
See Sfas Emes, who discusses this issue at length.
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LIGHTING EARLY

Why can't you light early?

Is it referring to Shabbat or Hanukkah?

DR NdYW

Do we look at Hanukkah like lighting
candles for Shabbat, once its lit, it's
enough no matter who lit it. According
to this, if two families live in one house,
it might be enough with one lighting.
The reason why the guest gives money
is just to get some involvement. Or no,
the mitzvah is on everyone and he is
just representing us.

The difference would be according to
Ashkenazim who each light, can each
make their own beracha.

A person who is a guest that they are
not lighting for him at home, should
give money towards the oil. If he has his
own entrance, he should light his own
candles.
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Hacham ovadia says, you don't have to give money, if they give you a part of the oil it's also
good.

QUESTION

Can a person whose wife is lighting in his home, have in mind that she is not lighting
for him and therefore he would be able to light?

"0

No, it would be considered a beracha axn Ty 3 oy '73531 730 Tsﬂ'?ﬂ Lol
R a7 ¥ W07 PRT T owbl DpRINE dIb pan
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HANUKKAH FOR ONE WHO IS ON THE GO

NWN NINAR

The gemara brings, that if one isn't
lighting because he is on a boat he says
the beracha of o’o1 hwyw when he sees
someone else lighting or the candle lit.

We can prove from here, that one is not
to light when he is on a boat.

If the whole family is leaving for a night
and its known to the neighbors that
they will be leaving, they don't have to
worry about someone suspecting them
of not lighting.

However, if they plan on going to sleep
for the night in their house but they
will be coming back late; they shouldn’t
leave before lighting or, try to make it
back while the streets still have people
passing by so that no one suspects
you of missing a night of lighting. As
the gemara says that one who lives on
a corner should light on both sides so
that no one suspects him.
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Opinions who hold that one can light on a bus, train or plane
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You should light at least one candle and

if the flight attendant takes it out, that's PR nzun mzfn - wan e =l
fine. © ArED hasm owms  oyonn

EebmINGY 3T EUREbIT BYYUh
If one feels uncomfortable and will wema ¥HY DT PRW SNIDOR :Dw .
extinguish before thirty minutes; he Y oW o 1 37hvab meme b T
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should light without a beracha.
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HALACHA

171789 7N

Even though it's true that the mitzvah
on the house not on the individual. One
should have all his family members there
at the time of lighting to hear the berachot.

One whose wife lit for him the first night
with all the berachot. When he lights the
second night, he should say the beracha
of sheheheyanu. She only covered the
obligation on the home, not his obligation.
The beracha is his obligation.

If one Is on a plane, he should send a
messenger to his house to light for him.
If he is in a car, he should light without a
beracha.

Hacham Yitzchak Yosef

One who is on a plane with his family;
should light with an electrical menorah
without a beracha.

If a husband is traveling and his wife will
be moving into her mothers or in laws
home, we can no longer have the husband
covered through her lighting, since she
won't be lighting.

The husband should light where he is, and
she will be covered with her parentssin
laws. If he can't light, then she should go
home, light for thirty minutes and then go
back.
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