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May a Hotel Guest Drink Coffee That
Was Prepared on Shabbat?

If a Jew spends Shabbat in a hotel, may he partake of the freshly-brewed
coffee that the non-Jewish hotel staff prepared on Shabbat?

The authorities who address this question make reference to a ruling of
the Shulhan Aruch regarding food that a gentile prepared on Shabbat for
other gentiles. In such a case, the Shulhan Aruch rules, a Jew may partake
of the food only in situations of a special need. Generally, however, one
should not partake of the food, even though the gentile had prepared it
for other gentiles, and not for the Jew.
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Accordingly, the Ben Ish Hai (Rabbi Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in
Parashat Teruma, rules that a Jewish hotel guest may not drink the coffee
that the hotel staff prepared, even if he can assume that most of the hotel
guests are not Jewish.

Habruta Night



D HY AR T AP0 KNI N MINWS 2030 7v2 o0 BT R 3T 2907 a3
n"N ,037°2 MIRT QPN NIAIAY AT KT DWW ,772°9RY IR 7R O9P0 0TPT

2 MWYS PR 19 MR RAW 10713 799K T 0702 907 9" 1" n120 110apT 17070
Y2377 Q0w 707 1170V 1D 1,07 Qvh) T0ORY W1 T2 03 737,097 172 W' 7I0K)
DWanw R"NARI APWH R ,70Y 01 MW 0°701 YW NMIND nawa 7900 owaR 70
XPR 10w ROW QNIR 09777172 0IR 7Y ,2%50 77897 O7°2 12 IR PRI ,Nawa 91017
727 RAWT ,OR12 MR 7237 YW 77 R ,0W ONXRY2 2P 7702w R'NAR 11 X7
T ROX IR0 &Y ,n5wan X" 17 X020 MW av 90 aww 2"nva 191 ,09°awa
NYTY 77 MORT 72772 ,MNW SN MINWD QW NI9N MY P wol HaY ,1297n Swand
TIRAD WA ,ATT RN WITPI Q12 777 2217027 2w 2w ROW IR 7w L2 10
N7 R"NAPT 2WANT T 0 W NI RN 1Y 7D 737 LT 1272 701 20272

IO 3T MINAY LD 077 QW 2O2W1T 2107 2310 0102 10T RPY L2070 DIN1AN2
929 973,772V 0137 R2I1T ROVIR NI1IN IRW2 92X ,Nawa 1970 RO 2R
;7972 7Y Xan nran 9% nad

Others, however, including the Zera Emet (Rabbi Yishmael of Modona,
Italy, 18th century) and the Hida (Rav Haim Yosef David Azulai, 1724-1806),
distinguish between the Shulhan Aruch’s ruling and the case under
discussion. The Shulhan Aruch spoke of bread which gentiles prepared on
Shabbat. The flour used in preparing this bread was inedible when
Shabbat began, and thus had the status of Mukse. For this reason, these
authorities contend, the Shulhan Aruch did not allow partaking of the
bread on Shabbat. Since the flour was Mukse when Shabbat began, it is
forbidden for consumption throughout Shabbat even once it is made into
bread. In the case of coffee, however, the water was suitable for
consumption when Shabbat began, and thus did not have the status of
Mukse. Regarding coffee, then, it is likely that the Shulhan Aruch would
allow drinking coffee that was prepared on Shabbat by a gentile -
provided, of course, that it was not prepared specifically for a Jew.

Accordingly, Hacham Ovadia Yosef, in his Halichot Olam commentary to
the Ben Ish Hai, rules that those who wish to be lenient and partake of the
coffee in such a situation certainly have authorities on whom to rely. (He
adds that the work Gedulat Elisha similarly rules leniently in this regard.)
Hacham Ovadia notes, however, that one should not stand near the
gentile making the coffee, as the gentile may then add more coffee
specifically for the Jew. One may partake of the coffee only if it had
already been prepared before the Jew arrived in the dining hall or
wherever the coffee is served. It should be noted that one may not drink
cappuccino prepared in a hotel on Shabbat, as cappuccino is generally
prepared for each guest individually, and not collectively for all guests in
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the hotel. Finally, it goes without saying that the Jew must ascertain that
all the ingredients in the coffee are strictly kosher.

Summary: One who stays in a hotel on Shabbat may drink the coffee that
was prepared by a gentile for the hotel guests on Shabbat, provided that
most of the guests are not Jewish and that the coffee was not prepared
specifically for him (or any other Jew). He should not stand near the
gentile preparing the coffee, and should instead arrive at the area only
after the coffee is prepared. Obviously, he must also ensure that the
coffee is strictly kosher.
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Why is it that when one goes to shul on shabbat they notice that
they are lenient in regard to telling a goy to do what’s prohibited
on shabbat. For example, turn on the lights, shut off the air
condition, turn on the heat which is known to be prohibited to do

so in one’s home?

g ol
mMpeh op

e oo orac (B
A FaEw (3 jnce o Jp
LSRRI T
=5 5 row 7 .42
W T

e
oarE N

weu en ~nxa (b
P fefeet Wm0
new I [3:x' 0
TR miEn [ TR
Yo Rz WY
o e
e per e
m Wt D e
TNURI w3 K
BB AP TR o2
TP} R 3 ™0

Bagm My
MED 0

FE i e -

anp 3 T [IND

= b b b TED

o9 §ER T

RN -]

T O N
-3

s T B Bl -]

3wk oo rhew
1A ek anp

Sample 2

=% e vE omp e
farn pach b7 mpp B e
bnpw fm fo oy bownbm
eirod oom hobod py o
70w meIn b Meh? oy
moh Pony b pavIn phewd
b Wb e vnd oo bt
¥om b2 e oone ThE
TR 27 EWNT M wen M

TIY7 WOUN RS UB OF0 DBEN 3030 PED U modr dind ST DD TERER TORNT e £ mines owem
B 6> oW o wonk) 0b MOID (2 ppl) PE7 YORT MieR TS P omis Wb D 00 pred
OTOIRI M WD D M OO NP o WD WSRN e AN core Bz e Yo gb prrion vom
PESh O3 PPIE D R e pm Bh ovp o7 b vom Be oopn omp b dpod oo
Jeame Tim nbhe

:hog oEn B

.nD

b5 ol

NIZVT KT G T3 W
61 o7hES Jark s Y

Topr BOE 2T 3w Bie M
783) JPRE o7 b po vhp
e oha 952 1 £ 0f {7) 1B 1oC
7 100 Bro AePpps b Yooc

mey  onph

oy oams b omdd ohems o b
W vmfe yea Yo mm wo B o om oS B o b
PRETD (aob o7 cp qr) (T prER Pibinh jopo Paps oms B2 oo v BB PR

PP

I3 R M

hy'a]

orh Bove dp e

Ay

Houp -

o ph

AR NILET DR AN R SR AR e
Nawn DKM R ae S aes
VYN I IRT IR PR P I N SN

MR RGN D o B s
wax5 3N 37 12 A3 PR OOR oY Db

WY P M

SN TN TENWRT NP KD o
THET R IS KD KT TIR 9K RN 1 R S 0 A v

WP W3R T D b o v epran 80 KD R TN
3 1M D RO (P37 YK AT 37 N Ao 31 Jpaw 89 15 mamed
PR TP T RNITD PMB ROMTIIRTS [P OWR TR T oY
TR SN 0T RAOTN ST I s phap o
Mo o TTENIC MO TIRM [PRIM Y] WK wd ramsd

ob ¥ o
we phe mn

b1 anh bpe Booa7 pB1 mEws T3 T SRS UIDE) D Min Diprs nofi R3S AT IR REY AN e
W33 WA G ) 0T 6 Py ODES T DD
W9 B D EmIT o apb o pan wam

qeea poah vane @ o wnd
foem dpn a5 upw omapn
w B bed hom Bl
WT 2 tqp Op B oow o
5 200 jom Tnh o swe n¥ ws
unn BHE B D Ln bskh
B odEm aomd s i ph
10b bbb phe BIne 195 () paE

1D

Lt gy el il | il kg ]
UM RIT D TN TEN RN
S B = n e = A R e

TR RITT RTARD 57 5 R TR

REOPD RANN W 5K "0 n9oR D
TEMUANT RPW MR D BP NN

B4 Bomp 03 ps7 Smnkey o o pans e pres
aTREN o foEnn op? oY ~oby wanbh abons fbm
omh b w0 o pon wwh e eR mewd
™ phon ph wh toms b moh apap b o ey
amby vEn nfaown ofmsh p ob pow b mopo hb
Kan caih oy 8 fo7 pned pop 2oms by pen B
dooriey cume Y up cUom pome wofy i peoTnEh

obe Y

i i !I- ﬁ
den TR TR R MB
™ min e
e o b pEw
oo roe w3 30

i we "p b

H-]
‘‘op B ™M MO

madm vz vn b

¥ v Tk et

ng ¢ wlie ol o

W I Pt Tp i

00 P 00 6 p P

o T T TD AN
D Qo Wy

=N - eall=-]
memn oy

gm0 g1 s b
) (3 . mn miok
37T 0B 3 BN
BT PIBEAE e
mem g aph o
Seebp (2 [O0RE BT T
inpb) {7 dp pS e
A T (Do
I S T

23 PIE] 0



The Gemara now relates that there was once a certain baby whose warm
water, which had been prepared for his Shabbat circumcision, spilled. Rabba
said to them: Let them bring warm water for him from my house. Abaye said
to him: But we did not establish an eiruv in the courtyard, so it is prohibited
to carry the water.

Rabba said to him: Let us rely on the merging of alleyways, which may serve
in place of a joining of courtyards in pressing circumstances such as these.
Abaye said to him: But we did not establish a merging of alleyways either.
Rabba replied: If so, let them instruct a gentile to bring the warm water for
him, even though it is generally prohibited to instruct a gentile to perform
labor for a Jew that involves a desecration of Shabbat.

Abaye said: | wanted to raise an objection against the Master, Rabba, but
Rav Yosef would not let me do so, as Rav Yosef said that Rav Kahana said:
When we were in Rav Yehuda’s house, he would say to us when we were
presented with a halakhic difficulty: With regard to a Torah law, we first raise
objections and then we perform an act, i.e., if someone has an objection to a
proposed action, we must first clarify the matter and only then may we
proceed. However, with regard to rabbinic laws, we first perform an act and
then we raise objections.

Afterward, when they had brought the water, Rav Yosef said to Abaye: What
objection did you wish to raise against the Master, Rabba? He said to him: As
it was taught in a baraita: Sprinkling the water of purification on an impure
person on Shabbat is not prohibited by Torah law; rather, it is only a rabbinic
decree to enhance the character of Shabbat as a day of rest. And telling a
gentile to perform a Shabbat labor on behalf of a Jew is likewise only a
rabbinic decree.

Just as sprinkling the water of purification is prohibited by rabbinic decree
and does not override Shabbat, even for the purpose of a mitzva, so too,
telling a gentile to perform a prohibited labor Shabbat is prohibited by
rabbinic decree and does not override Shabbat. How, then, could Rabba
suggest that they instruct a gentile and thus transgress a rabbinic decree?
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Rav Yosef said to him: But do you not differentiate between a rabbinic
decree that involves an action and a rabbinic decree that does not involve an
action? As the Master, Rabba, did not say to the gentile: Go and heat water
on Shabbat, but only told him to transfer something from one domain to
another, which does not involve an action and is therefore less severe.
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2 opinions in the Tur:

Rambam: one can ask a goy to do something which is assur
derbanan as long as there is for a mitzvah or an ill patient.

Tosafot: prohibits the previous case and only allows in the case of
Milah.

The bet Yosef adds the bal haitur: who says that if it’s for a
mitzvah one can even do something which is Assur Deoraita
through a goy.

For example: lighting a candle for the shabbat meal
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To build a shul on shabbat:
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