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Prozbul 

נורמה בת אודתרפואה שלמה   
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The Procedure for Writing a Prozbul 

A person who is owed money at the end of the Shemita (seventh, or "sabbatical") year 

may not collect these debts after the Shemita year unless he signs a Prozbol document 

before Rosh Hashanah. By signing this document, the individual declares that all debts 

owed to him are transferred to the authority of the Bet Din (Rabbinical court), and this 

allows him to collect the debts after Rosh Hashanah.  

 גיטין דף לז 
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The Talmud tells that during the time of the great sage Hillel, wealthy Jews were 
unwilling to lend money to their less fortunate brethren as the Shemita year 
approached, in violation of this Halacha. In order to rectify the situation, Hillel 
enacted a provision called a "Prozbul," a shorthand reference to the phrase, 
"Proz Bol U’muti" – "an enactment for the rich and poor."  
This provision, which circumvents the law of "Shemitat Kesafim" (the cancellation 
of debts), assists both the wealthy – by ensuring that their loans are returned – 
and the poor – by encouraging the wealthy to continue lending even in advance 
of the Shemita year. The Prozbul is a document signed by the lender declaring 
that all outstanding debts are transferred to a Bet Din (Rabbinical court). Since 
the law of "Shemitat Kesafim" affects only private lenders, and not public bodies 
such as a Bet Din, the loans transferred to the court are unaffected by the end of 
the Shemita year. The lender may then collect his loans as an agent of the Bet 
Din.  
 
The Halacha of "Shemitat Kesafim" cancels debts owed to a person that have not been 

paid by the end of the Shemita (seventh, or "sabbatical") year. This Halacha applies both 

in Israel and in the Diaspora, and even nowadays, albeit on the level of Rabbinic 

enactment (as opposed to Torah law). In presenting this Halacha, the Torah writes that 

debts are cancelled "Miketz Sheba Shanim" – "at the end of every seven years" 

(Debarim 15:1), which implies that the annulment takes effect immediately at the 
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conclusion of the Shemita year, with the onset of Rosh Hashanah. Hence, a lender may 

collect debts throughout the Shemita year; it is only once the year ends that he may not 

collect his debts.  

 
 שולחן ערוך חושן משפט הלכות הלואה סימן סז 

 
פרוזבול, אינו משמט. ואינו נכתב אלא בבית דין חשוב, דהיינו שלשה בקיאים בדין ובענין  

א דכותבין פרוזבול בכל פרוזבול, ויודעים ענין שמיטה, והמחום רבים עליהם באותה העיר.  וי" 
 .בית דין )טור וב"י בשם הפוסקים(, ונראה לי דיש להקל בזמן הזה

 
 סעיף יט 

זה גופו של פרוזבול: מוסרני לכם פלוני ופלוני ופלוני הדיינים שבמקום פלוני שכל חוב שיש לי  
שאגבנו כל זמן שארצה, והדיינים או העדים חותמים מלמטה.  וה"ה שיוכל למסור בבית דין  

 ))ר"ן פרק השולח חובותיו שבעל פה
 

 סעיף כ 
דים, ואמר: מוסרני לכם שכל חוב שיש לי תלמידי חכמים שהלוו זה את זה, ומסר דבריו לתלמי

שאגבנו כל זמן שארצה, אינו צריך לכתוב פרוזבול, מפני שהם יודעים ששמיטת כספים בזמן הזה 
 מדבריהם, ובדברים בלבד היא נדחת. 

הגה: וי"א דכל אדם נמי יוכל לומר דבריו בעל פה לפני ב"ד, ומהני, ואין צריך פרוזבול )טור(. ואין  
ם המלוה בעיר הדיינים או לא, כא'( כי יכול לומר אפילו שלא בפניהם: אני מוסר חילוק בין א

 .(שטרותי לבית דין פלוני שבעיר פ' )מרדכי ס"פ השולח
 

 שולחן ערוך חושן משפט הלכות הלואה סימן סז 
 סעיף ל 

אין שביעית משמטת כספים אלא בסופה, לפיכך המלוה את חבירו בשביעית עצמה, גובה חובו   
 שנה בבית דין, וכשתשקע חמה בליל ראש השנה של מוצאי שביעית אבד החוב.כל ה

 
Halacha does not require a person to write and sign the Prozbul document in the 
presence of the Bet Din. Instead, he may simply declare in the presence of two 
witnesses that he transfers his loans to the Bet Din, and then have the witnesses 
sign the document affirming that this declaration was made. (Of course, the 
lender must also sign the document.) Preferably, the document should specify 
the Bet Din to which the loans are transferred, and name the three judges 
comprising the court. A Prozbul may be signed at night; even though Bet Din 
does not convene at nighttime, the document may be prepared during the night. 
A Prozbul document is valid even if the lender is a family relative of the witnesses 
signing it and/or the judges to whom the loans are transferred.  
The Prozbul document may be signed at any point during the month of Elul. Even 
though the document does not cover loans granted after it is signed, 
nevertheless, one may collect loans given after signing the Prozbul. The reason 
is that unless stipulated otherwise, a borrower does not need to return a loan 
until after thirty days have passed from the time he received the money. Since 
the law of "Shemitat Kesafim" applies only to debts that are due before the end of 
the Shemita year, any loans given after the first of Elul are not affected by this 
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Halacha. Hence, so long as one writes a Prozbul at some point during Elul, he 
may collect all his debts after Rosh Hashanah without concern.  
 

Generally speaking, Halacha requires signing the Prozbol document, and does not allow 

a person to merely announce the transfer of his debts to the Bet Din. It is insufficient for 

a person to make a verbal declaration to this effect, even if he does so in the presence 

of witnesses; he must sign the Prozbol document and thereby transfer his loans to the 

Bet Din. Nevertheless, there is room for leniency in this regard under certain 

circumstances. Thus, for example, the Shulhan Aruch (Hoshen Mishpat 67:20) rules that 

Torah scholars are not required to write a Prozbol, and can instead simply declare in 

front of two witnesses that they transfer their loans to Bet Din. Furthermore, even laymen 

may make a verbal declaration in lieu of writing a Prozbol under extenuating 

circumstances. This would include a situation of one who wrote a Prozbol as required, 

but then lost the document at some point before Rosh Hashanah. Halacha does not 

require the individual to write a new Prozbol, and instead allows him to simply make a 

verbal declaration in the presence of two witnesses that he transfers his debts to Bet 

Din. Likewise, if a person arrives at the synagogue on Erev Rosh Hashanah, just before 

the onset of the holiday, and realizes that he had not written a Prozbol, it suffices for him 

to make a verbal declaration. He should approach two other people in the synagogue 

and declare in their presence that he transfers his loans to Bet Din, and this allows him 

to collect his debts after Rosh Hashanah, even though he did not write a Prozbol. 

Summary: Generally speaking, one may not collect outstanding debts after the end of 

the Shemita year unless he had signed a Prozbol document before Rosh Hashanah. In 

certain situations, however, one may, instead of signing a Prozbol, verbally declare in 

the presence of two witnesses that he formally transfers his outstanding debts to Bet 

Din. This may be done by a Torah scholar, somebody who had signed a Prozbol but lost 

it before Rosh Hashanah, and somebody who realizes right before Rosh Hashanah that 

he had not written a Prozbol. Visit www.dailyhalacha.com to download the Prozbol form. 

It is available in both English and Hebrew. 

 

"Shemitat Kesafim" applies regardless of whether the lender and borrower signed a 

contract, or made a verbal agreement. It also makes no difference whether or not the 

borrower gave the borrower a lien on his property as part of the agreement. If the 

borrower repaid the loan by giving the lender a check, this does not constitute payment 

until the check is deposited. Therefore, if the lender did not deposit the check by the end 

of the Shemita year, the loan is cancelled and he may no longer deposit the check.  

 

This applies even to bank checks. Since a check is merely a commitment to pay, rather 

than payment itself, the borrower is not considered to have repaid the loan until the 

lender deposits the check. If the borrower had given an item as collateral to the lender, 

then the lender is considered to have already collected the value of the collateral. For 

example, if the borrower gave an article valued at $500 as collateral for a $1,000 loan, 

the lender may demand payment of $500 after the Shemita year, as that amount of the 

loan was not affected by the law of "Shemitat Kesafim." This is the ruling of the Shulhan 
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Aruch (Hoshen Mishpat, 67:12). Later (ibid. 67:14), the Shulhan Aruch rules (based on 

the Mishna in Masechet Shebi’it) that the law of "Shemitat Kesafim" does not apply to 

money owed to a storekeeper for merchandise purchased on credit. If a person has a bill 

at the local grocery, for example, he must pay that bill even after the Shemita year. The 

reason is that "Shemitat Kesafim" does not apply to loans that are not due until after the 

end of the Shemita year. Only debts that the borrower was required to pay before the 

Shemita year ended are affected by this Halacha. Since shopkeepers commonly allow 

their customers to buy on credit and pay at some unspecified point in the future, a 

customer’s debt is akin to a loan that is not due until after the Shemita year. Therefore, 

the debt is not erased at the end of Shemita, and the customer must pay his debt. Of 

course, people nowadays generally sign a Prozbul document which allows one to collect 

his debts after Shemita.  

 

Ben Ish Hai extra credit loan  
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What if one collected in the past sehmita’s, how do they do Teshuva? 
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Summary: During the month of Elul of a Shemita year, one who is owed money 
must sign a Prozbul document, whereby he transfers his loans the Bet Din, which 
allows him to then collect the loans after Rosh Hashanah. He must make a 
declaration to this effect in the presence of two witnesses, who then sign the 
document. The document should preferably specify the name of the Bet Din and 
the names of its judges. One may sign the document either by day or by night, 
and it is valid even if the lender is a family relative of the signatories or the 
judges.  
 
 
Summary: The end of the Shemita year cancels all debts, regardless of whether the loan 

was made verbally or in a written contract, and even if the borrower had paid the lender 

with a check but the check was not deposited before Rosh Hashanah. If the borrower 

had given the lender collateral, the lender may collect the value of the collateral after 

Shemita. This Halacha does not apply to one’s credit at stores, which he must pay even 

after Shemita.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 עיקר דיני פרוזבול 
 יו"ר המרכז למורשת מרן  –  אליהו דניאל אוזן ע"י הרב    לקטנ

 שליט"א  יצחק יוסףלמרן עמוד ההוראה הראש"ל רבינו   "ילקוט יוסף" מתוך ספר 

פרוזבול, מהדורת    )ילקוט יוסף הלכות אם לא עשה פרוזבול אינו יכול לגבות את חובו     ,המלוה כסף לחבירו ועברה שנת השמיטה  א.

 . קובץ בית יוסף, עמוד יט(
   )שם קטז(.העיקר לדינא, שיש לעשות את הפרוזבול בסוף שנת השמיטה  ב.
   .)שם סז(יכות לעשת פרוזבול, אם יש להן הלוואות גם הנשים שייכות במצוות שמיטת כספים, ולכן אף הן צר ג.
 . (שם ק)בפרוזבול, אך אם לא נכתב זמן, אין זה מעכב  )תאריך(לכתחילה יש לכתוב זמן  ד.
להופיע בפני בית הדין, אלא די שיכתוב את הפרוזבול בפני שני עדים, בנוסח שמובא כאן. ויכול לכתוב    אין המלוה צריך  ה.

 .(שם קא) דיינים חשובים אפילו של מדינה אחרת, ואפי' שהם לא יודעים מזה כלל, וכן פשט המנהג בירושלים ת"ושל  שמותם
שמכיר אותם לכתוב להם    אנשים שלצערנו עדיין רחוקים מהתורה והמצוות, ואינם יודעים כלל על ענין הפרוזבול, יכול מי  ו.

 . (שם קיג)לאדם שלא בפניו פרוזבול, בשביל שיגבו את חובותיהם בהיתר, שזכין 
פרוזבול נוסף,    עשה פרוזבול ולאחר מכן הלוה עוד הלואות, אם הוא קבע את זמן הפירעון קודם ראש השנה צריך לעשות  אם  ז.

 . (שם קיט)אבל אם הלוה בחודש אלול, ולא קבע זמן לפירעון, אינו צריך לעשות פרוזבול נוסף 
 . (שם קכב)א כשר אפילו אם העדים קרובים מותר לכתוב פרוזבול בלילה, וכן הו ח.
 . (שם קלד, וע' בעמ' קנא והלאה)הפרוזבול, יכול לגבות חובותיו על סמך אותו פרוזבול  גם מי שנאבד ממנו ט.

 וזה נוסח שטר הפרוזבול: 

 
 לחודש אלול תשפ"ב  __ב"ה 

 
היו עלי  לנו:  ואמר    ___________ה"ה  עדים החתומים מטה בא  הבפנינו  

בין חוב שבשטר,    ,לבניי, ולבנותיי[]בעל משפחה: ולאשתי, ו   מוסר כל חוב שיש לי  הנניעדים ש
  : הדייניםבית הדין הגדול אשר פה עיה"ק ירושלים ת"ו, הלא הם  ל  בין חוב שבעל פה, 

יצחק  גאון רבי  המרן  הראשון לציון הרב הראשי לישראל, אב"ד בבית הדין הגדול,  
  לאו   ךדוד ברוהגאון רבי  שראל  נשיא בית דין הגדול הרב הראשי לישליט"א,  יוסף  

בי וחבר  רבי    ה"דשליט"א,  הגאון  מיכאלהגדול  זמן  שליט"א,    עמוס  כל  שאגבנו 
 בלתי עלי בקנין גמור ושלם במנא דכשר למקניא ביה. ישארצה. וק

 ב "פאלול תש  _______היום  
 

 עד _______ נאם                עד _______ נאם
 
  
 

 שטר פרוזבול

 03-30-80-794או וואטצאפ:  office@moreshet-maran.comמייל: שלחו  ויצירת קשר שטר הפרוזבול לקבלת
moreshet-maran.com 

mailto:office@moreshet-maran.com

