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Rav Asher Weiss maintains that the two interpretations of lifnei iver —giving bad advice and
causing a person to sin—are really two overlapping mizvot. Every time one is misguiding
a person to transgress, he is providing a type of bad advice. And every time one gives a
person bad advice, one is, to some degree, causing the advisee to stumble. The purpose
of the two interpretations of the verse is to extend the parameters of the prohibition to
include both causing a person to sin and causing a person to do something that is not in
his best interests.
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The Gemara applies Rav Chisda’s ruling to the case of the Holy Temple itself:
X123 12 X221 — And concerning Bava ben Buta, nab mnomb ormnb nyy mb maox »on
wIpnia — how could he advise Herod to raze the Holy Temple and then rebuild it?"*?
X701 21 MRM — But did Rav Chisda not say: "2 127 1Y ROWND 12 wnR 1inmd Kb
RNMOX XNWA3 — “A person may not demolish a synagogue until he has built
another synagogue in its place?”™ Surely, a great sage such as Bava ben Buta would not

have encouraged Herod to contravene Rav Chisda’s ruling. — ?
The Gemara offers two explanations:
N'X nwya ' — If you prefer, say: M2 NI Xn — Bava ben Buta saw cracks in [the
Temple], and under such circumstances immediate demolition was allowed.”™ xpw nwanx
— Or, if you prefer, say: uxw Xxn1abn — A king is different, 2 X711 Xb7 — for he will
not renege on [his pledgel, *” %MW 1nx7T — as Shmuel said: ™11V X3Py Xn50 MK N
— If a king says, “I will uproot mountains,” m32 113 X% ™ pY — he will uproot
mountains and will not renege on [his pledge] . Thus, since Herod would not be deterred
from rebuilding the Temple, Bava ben Buta’s counsel was not inconsistent with Rav Chisda’s

ruling.

The Gemara now relates the story of Herod — his ascent to the monarchy and his
rebuilding the Beis Hamikdash:
ma Xiinwn a7 XTaY orTn — Herod was originally a slave in the house of the
Hasmoneans. “Y npirn mnixa »y 1na — He had set his eyes on a certain young girl
from that illustrious family."” KT 8PP N2 (K122 KT YW 0 X — One day he ¥
heard a Heavenly voice that said: nb¥n xnwi 1m17 X712y 53 — Any slave that revolts
now will succeed in his rebellion. Ny 1719135 1I15VP Dy — Herod thereupon rose and
killed all of his masters, exterminating the house of the Hasmoneans,”™ xwa% mmen
Nnp1 — but he spared the life of that maiden in order to marry her."”!

The girl, however, thwarted his plan:
maornb 'ya KpT KNP Xu1T NN 2 — When that maiden saw that Herod wanted to
marry her, X1X5 K190 — she ascended to the roof iTnx Xbp k071 — and raised her
voice, saying: 7K1 MKX7T ¥R 93 — “Whoever comes in future years and says: man
R1nxp Winwn — ‘I am descended from the house of the Hasmoneans,” X171 N2y — is
in truth a slave, “!/ xnpIn X7 X5K MM XMNYIK X977 — for no one remains from [the
Hasmonean family] save this maiden (a reference to herself), XM0xn 1921 XpP K¥TM
Ry7IRY — and this maiden is hurling "’ herself from the roof to the ground.” After
completing her declaration, she leaped from the roof to her death.*

The Gemara records the aftermath of this tragic episode:
Nyfara paw vaw mnv — Herod preserved [her body] in honey for seven years. X3'X
MYy X2 MnxT — There are those that say that he copulated with [her corpse ], X2'x
mby X2 RS MnxT — and there are those that say that he did not copulate with [her
corpsel. MY N2 1% MMXT — According to those that relate that he did copulate with
[her corpsel, m¥"> M5 Mw1 81 — that which he preserved her was to satisfy
his desires. mby X3 X5 75 MNT — But according to those that relate that he did not
copulate with [her corpse], X7 12371 "2 M7 'K — that which he preserved her

N
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was so that it should be said 201 751 N2 — that he married a king’s daughter, and thus
ascended to the throne by right.

Having usurped the throne, Herod sought to consolidate his position by eliminating any
opposition:
Ty — Herod said to himself: w7 X1 — Who are the ones that expound the verse,"
~9n 7oy o'wn MK 3pn, — From the midst of your brothers shall you place a king
over you, in such a way that it excludes slaves?”’ 1321 — The Rabbis! Perceiving the Rabbis
as potential detractors, 3371 119135 15vUR op — he rose and slew all “ of the Rabbis.
mam 1y Spwnb xvia 13 %235 mpaw — He spared Bava ben Buta, however, to take
counsel from him.

B 8553 M5 1IN — Nevertheless, Herod placed around [Bava ben Buta’s] head a
crown of porcupine hide my% 11MpP1 — and put out his eyes. !

Despite this precaution Herod still feared that Bava ben Buta would agitate against him,;
hence, the king resolved to test his loyalty:
TP 2NN RNKR N KPP — One day Herod came and sat before [Bava ben Butal,
pretending to be a commoner. 1Ay Xp NN KyH3 K72V INT M M7 MK — [He] said to Bava
ben Buta: See, master, what this wicked slave is doing! Herod was insinuating that Bava
ben Buta should act against the king.

Bava ben Buta replied:
mY Ty 1k M5 mx — [Bava] said to [Herod]: What shall I do to him?

Herod offered a plan:
T by mY nx — [Herod] said to [Baval: Let master curse him!

Bava refused:
[2°n3] MY "R — [Baval said to [Herod]: [It is written:] ¥ “5%pn-bx 750 qym02 3, —
Even in your thoughts do not curse a king. Hence, I may not curse him.

Herod rejoined:
N1 757 1R 1j mS x — [Herod] said to [Baval: But this man is not a true king; he is
a slave who seized the throne by force! Thus, there is no reason to refrain from cursing him.

Bava still refused:
xpbya My 5 mb mx — [Baval said to [Herod]: But were he simply a wealthy
man I could not curse him, 1wy 55pn-5x 323w MM, :29021 — for it is written further
in that verse:. . . and even in your bedroom do not curse the rich. X1y Xox X1 K9 —
And were he only a leader I could not curse him, “1kn X% Jaya X1y, 21 — for it is
also written: ” And a leader among your people you shall not curse. Although Herod
lacks royal blood, he is neverthless a ruler.

Herod persisted:
Ty Aryn niva Y " — [Herod] said to [Baval: The prohibition against cursing a
leader among your people applies only to one that “acts in the manner of your people,”
oy pyn iy 18D 1M — and this king is not one that “acts in the manner of your
people,” for he is wicked! Why, then, do you refuse to curse him?

Realizing that Scriptural sources would not satisfy his companion,” Bava tried a simpler
approach:
M X1PENDR MY MK — [Bava] said to [Herod]: I am afraid of [the king]. ©

Herod assured him that the king would never know:

N\
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M9 KT DNRT VN KD MY X — |Herod] said to |Baval: There is no one that will
go and tell [the king] that you have cursed him, X32m nX1 Xix7T — for you and I are
sitting here alone, and no one hears us!

Bava still refused:
2n3 mY R — [Bava] said to [Herod]: It is written: ¥ Sy Sipm-nx 751 omwn qiv i,
M27 T D013 — For a bird of the sky will carry the sound, and a winged creature
will betray the matter. One can never be assured that a private conversation will remain

secret.

Astounded by Bava’s self-control, Herod revealed his identity:
NIT RN m5 "nx — [Herod] said to [Baval: I am he, the king himself! TIUITT RIVT NG N
a8i1 1913 1321 — If I had known that the Rabbis were so circumspect, %15 x15wp miq &Y
— I would not have killed them. Herod realized that Bava exemplified the entire group of
Rabbis, and that none of them would have acted to depose him.

Stricken with remorse, Herod asked Bava to prescribe a course of repentance:
NT23 NUTTT MNIPD X Nnwit — Now, what is the remedy for this particular person?
What can I do to gain God’s forgiveness?

Bava replied allegorically:
™5 nax — [Bava] said to [Herod], addressing the king in the third person: 11X 32 NI
oYy 5w — He extinguished the light of the world by annihilating the Rabbis, whose
Torah knowledge is compared to light, 71X 17iM ¥R 71 73, :2:137 — as it is written: ¥
For the commandments are a candle, and the Torah is light. 0%y 5w Mix3 pioyn 71591
— Therefore, in order to gain forgiveness, he should go and occupy himself with

[11]

restoring the light of the world by rebuilding the Holy Temple,"" which is also associated

with “light,” “mrian-b3 15K 1Man, 237 — for it is written regarding the Third Temple:

T

And all the nations will be drawn to it."”

The Gemara records another version of Bava’s response:
mH K o MnRT XX — There are those that say that [Bava] replied to [Herod]
thus: 0%y Sy iny X K11 — He (Herod) blinded the eye of the world by annihilating
the Sages, who are the “eyes” of the nation, "7y Wyn oKX MM, :2MN27 — as it is written:
"5 And if through the “eyes” of the congregation. 09y bW inya ppynn 791 — Therefore,
in order to achieve atonement, he should go and occupy himself with restoring the
“eye” of the world by rebuilding the Holy Temple, which is also associated with “eyes,”

"ODMY THMN DAY [IK) WIPR-NK SYan win, i3 — as it is written: 'Y Behold, I will

N\
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erected by Herod [1a] 1X3 112 87 XY — has not seen a truly beautiful building in his
lifetime. M2 'Nn2 — With what materials was it built? X770 XYW 2aX3 7127 MR —
Rabbah said: With stones of green and white marble. Xy X5ma naxa MnuxT RN
N1 — There are those that say: With stones of blue, green and white marble.
not Smy) oW p1dX — One row of stones protruded and the other row was recessed
20 1o 57227 171 13 — in order to provide a space to hold the cement. *!/ fywnb 1ap
X2:772 — Herod thought to cover @ [the entire Temple] with a gold plating, m5 1mnx
mpaw 1337 — but the Rabbis  said to him: Leave it as it is, "00 19w 277 — for this
way is more attractive, X171 X)X " MNRT — since the swirling coloration of the
marble facade appears like the waves of the sea. **

The Gemara questions Bava’s actions:
377 T2y N1 KL12 N2 X2 — And Bava ben Buta — how could he do this? Why did he
divulge the appropriate act of penance to Herod, thereby enabling the wicked king to alter his
Divine punishment? 27 7K T7im 27 "MXM — But did Rav Yehudah not say in Rav’s
name, M9 13 yWim a7 XN — and some say it was R’ Yehoshua ben Levi: i non
5x17 wayy — For what reason was Daniel punished? 1y 1121215 nyy Nvwmy nuon —
Because he proffered advice to Nebuchadnezzar on how to escape God’s wrath,”
A AMBWH TINK MITN T IY T2 0N P8 TRTYR UM 75y 10w 25 Kabn Y, Ky
» — as it says: ' Nevertheless, O king, let my advice be agreeable to you; redeem your
sins with charity and your iniquities with graciousness to the poor; in this way there
will be an extension of your tranquility etc. X351 1¥312121-5y xvn KY3, 2N — And
afterward it is written: *? All (the punishments foretold in the dream) befell King
Nebuchadnezzar. " "1 Mwy="n PO N¥pY, N3 — And it is further written: * At the
end of twelve months etc. (the decree indeed befell him). Thus, because he heeded Daniel’s
advice, Nebuchadnezzar escaped retribution for an entire year. Since Daniel’s actions were
judged improper, and he himself was punished therefor, why did Bava ben Buta offer advice
to Herod?

The Gemara offers two explanations:
NT2Y ANY XX nwyak — If you prefer, say that the case of a slave (such as Herod) is
different, myna anmx1T — for a slave is obligated to observe the commandments. 29
Hence, Bava acted properly in assisting Herod to achieve atonement. However,
Nebuchadnezzar was a gentile, and so Daniel’s counsel was improper. N1a MNY KX Nyam)
wIpn — And if you prefer, say that the case of the Holy Temple is different, 8% X7
nann ) m:’p)g — for without the involvement of the monarchy it could not be built, so
enormous was the undertaking. Thus, in this particular instance Bava ben Buta was justified
in suggesting a penance for Herod, even though the wicked king would benefit therefrom.

The Gemara finds evidence of Daniel’s punishment in the Scriptures:
Wy KT 1931 58171 — And Daniel? How do we know that he was punished for advising
Nebuchadnezzar? "qnab anox Xpm, 237 own XMy — If you say because it is
written, ) And Esther called to Hasach, 5% 11 qni7 21 781 — and interpreting the
verse Rav said: Hasach — this is Daniel. in?™an ymannw st 18n5 xmaq — This
approach is acceptable according to the one that says that Daniel was so named because
they “cut him down” from his greatness. " Daniel’s fall from high office was indeed a
punishment! 15 5y panm mabn ™27 52w mxT (x5 Xbx — But according to the one
that says that he was so named because all affairs of state were decided by him, % 1xn
17_:’)9'? NX2'X — what is there to say in explanation of Daniel’s punishment?

The Gemara answers:
XONPNT X2 w1 — He was punished in that they threw him into a den of lions.

33
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QUESTION

Why is bad advice allowed but offering him meat from a live animal is prohibited? They
both should be the same since it's derived from the same source of placing a stumbling
block?
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Many commentators understand that the two components of this mitzvah are two
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disparate ideas. While the first component is an interpersonal sin; the second—not to be
an accomplice to a transgression—is a prohibition that is between man and Hashem, to
refrain from causing someone to violate Hashem'’s will.
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However, some commentators understand that these two components are two sides of
the same coin; both are part of an interpersonal mitzvah whose underlying theme is to
abstain from indirectly causing damage to one’s neighbor and his property.

There are practical applications to this distinction, such as whether one transgresses on a
biblical level when one leads someone to violate a rabbinic injunction (e.g., to provide food
to someone who will not say a blessing), for this surely violates Hashem's will.

LAWS OF LIFNEI IVER | 73



