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"Purim Katan" – the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Days of Adar Rishon 
The Mishna in Masechet Megila (6b) establishes that in a leap year, which 
contains an extra month of Adar, the festival of Purim (which is normally 
celebrated in Adar) is observed during Adar Sheni (the "second Adar"). This 
means that all the Misvot associated with Purim – reading the Megila, sending 
Mishlo'ah Manot, giving money to the poor, and the festive meal – apply 
specifically on the fourteenth of Adar Sheni during a leap year. Nevertheless, it is 
customary to observe the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar Rishon as "Purim 
Katan" – literally, "minor Purim." (This year 5768/2008, a leap year, Purim Katan 
falls out on Wednesday Feb. 20th and Thursday Feb. 21st.) On these days we 
omit the Tahanunim section of the prayer service, including the Viduyim 
(confessions). We also omit the paragraph of "La'menase'ah" and "Tefila 
Le'David" which are incongruous with the festive nature of these days. 
Tahanunim is likewise omitted from Minha on the afternoon of the thirteenth of 
Adar Rishon. When the fifteenth of Adar Rishon falls on Shabbat, we do not 
recite "Sidkatecha" during Minha. (The fourteenth of Adar never falls on Shabbat, 
but the fifteenth can occur on Shabbat.) It is forbidden to observe a fast on Purim 
Katan, even in observance of the Yartzeit of a parent, and even for Ashkenazic 
brides and grooms, who otherwise have the custom to fast on the day of their 
wedding. (This ruling is codified in the work Nimuke Orah Haim, 697.) Eulogies 
are also forbidden on Purim Katan, with the exception of eulogies delivered at the 
funeral of a Torah scholar. Going to work is permissible on Purim day itself, so it 
goes without saying that one may perform such activity on Purim Katan, as well. 
According to some authorities, it is proper to observe Purim Katan with some 
festivity and joyous celebration. 
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Determining the Bar-Misva Date for a Boy Born During Adar Rishon 

Jewish leap years are years in which we add an extra month of Adar, and we refer to the 
two months of Adar in leap years as "Adar Rishon" ("the first Adar") and "Adar Sheni" 
("the second Adar"). If a child was born during Adar Rishon of a leap year and the year 
of his Bar-Misva is a non-leap year, the date of his Bar-Misva is the day in the month of 
Adar that corresponds to the day of Adar Rishon in which he was born. Thus, if he was 
born on the twenty-ninth of Adar Rishon, then he will become a Bar-Misva on the twenty-
ninth of Adar thirteen years later. Interestingly, however, this does not apply if the boy 
was born on the thirtieth of Adar Rishon. The thirtieth day of Adar Rishon marks the first 
day of Rosh Hodesh Adar Sheni, and we thus consider the child to have been born on 
the first day of Rosh Hodesh Adar. Hence, thirteen years later, when the year contains 
only a single Adar, the boy becomes a Bar-Misva on the first day of Rosh Hodesh Adar, 
or the thirtieth day of Shevat. It thus emerges that if a boy is born on the twenty-ninth 
day of Adar Rishon during a leap year, and another boy is born a day later, on the 
thirtieth day, the younger child will become Bar-Misva almost a full month before the 
older child. The younger child becomes a Bar-Misva on the first day of Rosh Hodesh 
Adar, whereas the older child becomes a Bar-Misva twenty-nine days later, on the 
twenty-ninth day of Adar. (See Torat HaMoadim, Laws of Adar) This Halacha yields a 
particularly fascinating result in a case of twin boys born just before and after sundown 
on the twenty-ninth day of Adar Rishon. If the first boy is born before sundown, and the 
second emerges from the womb after sundown, they of course have different birthdays: 
the first twin was born on the twenty-ninth day of the month, whereas the second will 
celebrate his birthday on the thirtieth day. Hence, thirteen years later, if that year is a 
non-leap year, the younger twin will celebrate his Bar-Misva on the first day of Rosh 
Hodesh Adar, twenty-nine days before the Bar-Misva of his older brother, which takes 
place on the twenty-ninth of Adar. Summary: A boy born during Adar Rishon in a leap 
year becomes a Bar-Misva on the corresponding day during the month of Adar thirteen 
years later. If, however, he was born on the thirtieth day of Adar Rishon, then he 
becomes a Bar-Misva thirteen years later on the thirtieth day of Shevat. 

Scheduling a Bar Misva During a Leap Year for a Boy Born in Adar 

If a boy was born in Adar during a regular, twelve-month year, and the year of his Bar Misva is a 
leap year, when there are two months of Adar, he becomes Bar Misva in Adar Sheni. Halacha 
views Adar Sheni as the actual month of Adar, and it is therefore in Adar Sheni when a boy born 
in Adar thirteen years earlier becomes a Bar Misva. The Shulhan Aruch (55:10) famously 
addresses an intriguing case involving twins born during a leap year who become Misva during a 
regular twelve-month year. The particular situation he discusses is when the older twin exits the 
womb in the final moments of 29 Adar Rishon, and the younger twin is born when it is already 1 
Adar Sheni. If, thirteen years later, there is only one Adar, then the younger brother will become a 
Bar Misva nearly one month earlier than his older twin. The older brother was born on 29 Adar 
Rishon, and thus he will be considered a Bar Misva according to Halacha only on 29 Adar. The 
younger brother, however, who was born on the first day of Adar Sheni, becomes a Bar Misva on 
the first day of Adar – four weeks before his older brother! This is an especially fascinating 
situation, where a boy becomes a Bar Misva nearly a month before somebody born a few 
moments before him. Summary: If a boy was born in Adar during an ordinary twelve-month year, 
and the year of his Bar Misva is a leap year, he becomes Bar Misva during Adar Sheni. If a boy 
was born on 29 Adar Rishon, and the year of his Bar Misva is an ordinary twelve-month year, he 
becomes Bar Misva on 29 Adar, yet a boy born one day after him, on 1 Adar Sheni, will become 
Bar Misva four weeks earlier, on 1 Adar. 
 


