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Adar Rishon
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"Purim Katan" — the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Days of Adar Rishon

The Mishna in Masechet Megila (6b) establishes that in a leap year, which
contains an extra month of Adar, the festival of Purim (which is normally
celebrated in Adar) is observed during Adar Sheni (the "second Adar"). This
means that all the Misvot associated with Purim — reading the Megila, sending
Mishlo'ah Manot, giving money to the poor, and the festive meal — apply
specifically on the fourteenth of Adar Sheni during a leap year. Nevertheless, it is
customary to observe the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar Rishon as "Purim
Katan" — literally, "minor Purim." (This year 5768/2008, a leap year, Purim Katan
falls out on Wednesday Feb. 20th and Thursday Feb. 21st.) On these days we
omit the Tahanunim section of the prayer service, including the Viduyim
(confessions). We also omit the paragraph of "La'menase'ah" and "Tefila
Le'David" which are incongruous with the festive nature of these days.
Tahanunim is likewise omitted from Minha on the afternoon of the thirteenth of
Adar Rishon. When the fifteenth of Adar Rishon falls on Shabbat, we do not
recite "Sidkatecha" during Minha. (The fourteenth of Adar never falls on Shabbat,
but the fifteenth can occur on Shabbat.) It is forbidden to observe a fast on Purim
Katan, even in observance of the Yartzeit of a parent, and even for Ashkenazic
brides and grooms, who otherwise have the custom to fast on the day of their
wedding. (This ruling is codified in the work Nimuke Orah Haim, 697.) Eulogies
are also forbidden on Purim Katan, with the exception of eulogies delivered at the
funeral of a Torah scholar. Going to work is permissible on Purim day itself, so it
goes without saying that one may perform such activity on Purim Katan, as well.
According to some authorities, it is proper to observe Purim Katan with some
festivity and joyous celebration.
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Week 4

Topic:

THE DOUBLE ADAR

TOPIC DISCUSSION

On a leap year; when is the correct time for birthdays for those born in the
month of Adar.

- HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION '




INTRODUCTION

Every 3rd or 4th we have a leap year, which means that a Second Adar is added. The reason
for a leap year; the Torah states that Pesach should be in xaxn wnn “Springtime”.

There are 2 types of calendars,
Solar: 365 % days in a year.

Lunar: 354 days, to which we are 11 days behind the Solar year. For this reason, we have a
leap year to add a month 6 times in every 19 years.

Keep in mind, that they didn't have a set calendar in those times; many times, they decided
in the month of Adar to add another month.
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Misfinafi In a leap year, a second month of Adar is added. The Mishnah discusses in
which month of Adar, the first or the second, the Megillah is read:
TIWRIT 1K APnT nx KR — If they had read the Megillah in the first Adar, T2aynn
i — and subsequently an extra month of Adar was added to the year, ® mnix pmip
N 1182 — they must read it again in the second Adar.
The Mishnah proclaims the following rule:

Ny 1KY [IWRT 18 172 1'X — There is no difference between the first Adar and the
second Adar, ouhaxb nimmm abupn nxmp X9% — except in respect to reading the
Megillah and gifts for the poor.

Gemara The Gemara notes that since the Mishnah differentiates between the two Adars
only with regard to reading the Megillah and gifts for the poor, it implies:
MY M AT NiwD 170 Tay5 KT — But with regard to the series of four portions, *! both
this one [the first Adar] and the other one [the second Adar| are the same. That is, if one
read the four portions in either the first or the second Adar, one has fulfilled one’s obligation.
Based on this inference, the Gemara notes that our Mishnah is at variance with the
opinions of three Tannaim recorded in a Baraisa:
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1Tnunn 1w — Who is the author of our Mishnah? Xnp Nxin XY — It is neither the Tanna
Kamma of the following Baraisa i 1372 '\'[_,s___l'lL_fo ™ NLJ} — nor R’ Eliezer son of R’ Yose,
515"'?)9; 12 Jvaw 121 .R"?jl — nor Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. X207 — For it was taught
in a Baraisa: [\WX1T 9782 19100 NX IX1P — IF THEY HAD READ THE MEGILLAH IN THE FIRST
ADAR, TW:T T13YN) — AND subsequently AN EXTRA MONTH of Adar WAS ADDED TO THE YEAR,
VYT IN2 ANIR P — THEY MUST READ [THE MEGILLAH] again IN THE SECOND ADAR, 52v
TIWNT2 NI W3 NIATEY NIy — BECAUSE ALL THE MITZVOS THAT APPLY IN THE SECOND
ADAR CAN APPLY IN THE FIRST ADAR as well,”” i157m X1pnn yIn — EXCEPT FOR READING THE
MEGILLAH. 797K 191" 1272 1y"DK 271 — R’ ELIEZER SON OF R’ YOSE SAYS: TIX2 FNIX TMip X
YT — THEY DO NOT HAVE TO READ [THE MEGILLAH] again IN THE SECOND ADAR, Nniyn Savw
TIWNI2 NN MW2 NIATIY — BECAUSE ALL THE MITZVOS THAT APPLY IN THE SECOND ADAR
APPLY IN THE FIRST ADAR.” 191 127 D1wn 7mix 5503 12 1ivny 127 — RABBAN SHIMON BEN
GAMLIEL SAYS IN THE NAME OF R’ YOSE: MW 7IN3 MNIN 1P §X — THEY MUST EVEN READ IT
again IN THE SECOND ADAR, JTWNT2 NiXTi1 ['X MW2 NixTw niyn YW — BECAUSE ALL THE
MITZVOS THAT APPLY IN THE SECOND ADAR DO NOT APPLY IN THE FIRST ADAR. TBDII2 M)
7121 712 'MIDXY NNYN3 — AND [ALL THESE TANNAIM] AGREE IN REGARD TO EULOGIZING AND
FASTING, THAT THEY ARE PROHIBITED ON both THIS month [the first Adar] AND THE OTHER
month [the second Adar].

Before explaining why the ruling of our Mishnah does not conform with any of the
opinions in the Baraisa, the Gemara first seeks to clarify the Baraisa:
Xnp R0 1M Sx5n) 12 1ivnw 1271 — The opinion of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel is the
same as the opinion of the Tanna Kamma. "/ — ? —

The Gemara answers:
XD 21 "mxX — Rav Pappa said: ! 3 x2'x nwnp 119 — There is disagreement
between them over the series of four portions, nw2 n%nna% 12p Xpp XiN7 — for the
Tanna Kamma holds that properly, the four portions should be read in the second Adar,
Ty WKN2 1Ay ') — but if they are read in the first Adar, that is sufficient. ¥ 72
NWa 1P PIWRT2 1T 23 Sy T nbun Xqpnn — The exception is reading the Megillah, in
which case the rule is that even if they had read the Megillah in the first Adar, they
must read it again in the second Adar. 72p 01" 1272 '\‘[_:_;”?:_5 127 — And R’ Eliezer son of
R’ Yose holds 1iwx12 nbnnab nbuan xpn 1908 — that even the reading of the Megillah
should be performed in the first Adar.™ =2p 5x">n3 12 T'wnw 12711 — And Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel holds ni®Me 77o 190X — that even in regard to the series of four
portions, w2 1p 1iWKR12 Mp X — if they had read the four portions in the first Adar,
they must read them again in the second Adar.*!

The Gemara now demonstrates that our Mishnah does not conform with any of the
opinions recorded in the Baraisa:
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** Nnj Xan Never stated anything regarding when they should give the gift. To which the Gemara

concludes that the giving of the poor man'’s gifts are given following the megillah reading. Which tells us

if megillah is read in 2" 77TN the gifts are given in the second VX

English Chart

No Fasts/Eulogies | 4 Additional Torah D1I'aAX? NiNn n'71an

Readings

Both * 2" TN 2" TR nmwn
Not discussed in

Mishna

Both 15 TN works *49 2 TN NN NIN
2M TR
Both 158 9TX 15t TN 158 9TX o1
Both 15* 77TX no good do 2" 3TX N A vny '
it again in 2.

*

ATN? N RY' R7T 7R'702 2 [IVAY ]2 120 K1j70N71 /(irn? 9y i) X' 'R TTR NWY DX -XI'NR KN

** Nnj Xan Never stated anything regarding when they should give the gift. To which the Gemara

concludes that the giving of the poor man’s gifts are given following the megillah reading. Which tells us

if megillah is read in 2" 77TX the gifts are given in the second VX
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FIGURING OUT BIRTHDAYS

Questions:

If one is born on the month of Adar in a non-leap year. When will his birthday be in a leap
year?

If one is born on a leap year in the First Adar; when will his birthday be in a non-leap year?

If one is born on a leap year in the Second Adar; when will his birthday be in a non-leap
year?

On a leap year; whose bar mitzva comes first if one is born on the 29™ day of the First
Adar, and another is born a few days later, on the 5" of the Second Adar.

1M
U 1Yo
A person needs to be 13 years old in W INRNTIYY 1 R2W TV 70P X1 DNYH
order to consider him a "gadol". :WTN 277 N2 M2YN NIWI L TNR 0171277 12
If a boy is born the 29t of the First Adar Y V0

and another boy was born on the.1St of  —um PURY TTRY V" THN TR W1 DR
th?Sec‘_)ndAdaTandtheyeaF:Ofthe'gBar 21 TNR2 W TR TN TR VN N72IYN
'f\_/"ttzva 'ts’hnoztg?h eap“)[/Ear. T ?doned ;m TTRY 10751 TINW IR NP PR 37 NI
irst on won't be considered Bar

.S © . © 0 . 2" PIWA TIRD 07D TY PINND IR PURIN
Mitzva till the 29" while the other boy B

. . TR 1PINR CTHNIW IMRT NIW A7 12 D1NY
will become Bar Mitzva on the 15t

TNR VIAOW 1173 NIW 2" )2 07 21WN 7TRA

If one was born in a non-leap year and WY 7TR] T1W M :0AN A7 MW HW ITRA
his Bar Mitzva comes out in a leap year; TV 01X 71 WY1 1R 711V NIW1A 71X¥N 71
he must wait till the Second Adar. 170 "0 PIM 7NN NATVWIN) WD IR
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Determining the Bar-Misva Date for a Boy Born During Adar Rishon

Jewish leap years are years in which we add an extra month of Adar, and we refer to the
two months of Adar in leap years as "Adar Rishon" ("the first Adar") and "Adar Sheni"
("the second Adar"). If a child was born during Adar Rishon of a leap year and the year
of his Bar-Misva is a non-leap year, the date of his Bar-Misva is the day in the month of
Adar that corresponds to the day of Adar Rishon in which he was born. Thus, if he was
born on the twenty-ninth of Adar Rishon, then he will become a Bar-Misva on the twenty-
ninth of Adar thirteen years later. Interestingly, however, this does not apply if the boy
was born on the thirtieth of Adar Rishon. The thirtieth day of Adar Rishon marks the first
day of Rosh Hodesh Adar Sheni, and we thus consider the child to have been born on
the first day of Rosh Hodesh Adar. Hence, thirteen years later, when the year contains
only a single Adar, the boy becomes a Bar-Misva on the first day of Rosh Hodesh Adar,
or the thirtieth day of Shevat. It thus emerges that if a boy is born on the twenty-ninth
day of Adar Rishon during a leap year, and another boy is born a day later, on the
thirtieth day, the younger child will become Bar-Misva almost a full month before the
older child. The younger child becomes a Bar-Misva on the first day of Rosh Hodesh
Adar, whereas the older child becomes a Bar-Misva twenty-nine days later, on the
twenty-ninth day of Adar. (See Torat HaMoadim, Laws of Adar) This Halacha yields a
particularly fascinating result in a case of twin boys born just before and after sundown
on the twenty-ninth day of Adar Rishon. If the first boy is born before sundown, and the
second emerges from the womb after sundown, they of course have different birthdays:
the first twin was born on the twenty-ninth day of the month, whereas the second will
celebrate his birthday on the thirtieth day. Hence, thirteen years later, if that year is a
non-leap year, the younger twin will celebrate his Bar-Misva on the first day of Rosh
Hodesh Adar, twenty-nine days before the Bar-Misva of his older brother, which takes
place on the twenty-ninth of Adar. Summary: A boy born during Adar Rishon in a leap
year becomes a Bar-Misva on the corresponding day during the month of Adar thirteen
years later. If, however, he was born on the thirtieth day of Adar Rishon, then he
becomes a Bar-Misva thirteen years later on the thirtieth day of Shevat.

Scheduling a Bar Misva During a Leap Year for a Boy Born in Adar

If a boy was born in Adar during a regular, twelve-month year, and the year of his Bar Misva is a
leap year, when there are two months of Adar, he becomes Bar Misva in Adar Sheni. Halacha
views Adar Sheni as the actual month of Adar, and it is therefore in Adar Sheni when a boy born
in Adar thirteen years earlier becomes a Bar Misva. The Shulhan Aruch (55:10) famously
addresses an intriguing case involving twins born during a leap year who become Misva during a
regular twelve-month year. The particular situation he discusses is when the older twin exits the
womb in the final moments of 29 Adar Rishon, and the younger twin is born when it is already 1
Adar Sheni. If, thirteen years later, there is only one Adar, then the younger brother will become a
Bar Misva nearly one month earlier than his older twin. The older brother was born on 29 Adar
Rishon, and thus he will be considered a Bar Misva according to Halacha only on 29 Adar. The
younger brother, however, who was born on the first day of Adar Sheni, becomes a Bar Misva on
the first day of Adar — four weeks before his older brother! This is an especially fascinating
situation, where a boy becomes a Bar Misva nearly a month before somebody born a few
moments before him. Summary: If a boy was born in Adar during an ordinary twelve-month year,
and the year of his Bar Misva is a leap year, he becomes Bar Misva during Adar Sheni. If a boy
was born on 29 Adar Rishon, and the year of his Bar Misva is an ordinary twelve-month year, he
becomes Bar Misva on 29 Adar, yet a boy born one day after him, on 1 Adar Sheni, will become
Bar Misva four weeks earlier, on 1 Adar.
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