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HAFTARAH

The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 284) writes that after the
Torah reading on Shabbat the congregation reads a
selection from the Nebi'im (Prophets) related to the
content of the Torah reading, which we commonly call
the Haftara.

The Mishna Berura (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin,
1839-1933) explains that the practice of the Haftara
reading was enacted during the time of Antiochus’
rule over Eretz Yisrael, in the time of the Hashmonaim,
when the Jews were not allowed to conduct the
public Torah reading. The Haftara reading was
instituted so that the people would remember the
Torah reading through the reading of a portion from
the Nebi'im that relates to the content of the weekly
Parasha. This became a beloved practice and was
thus continued even after the decrees were no
longer in place. Unfortunately, many people grow
weary and impatient by the time the Torah reading
ends, and do not pay attention to the Haftara
reading. One must ensure to follow the Haftara
reading in a Humash, and should certainly not
engage in conversation during the reading.
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The Berachot recited after the Haftara reading
make reference to important subjects such as
Malchut Bet David (the Davidic dynasty), our
national redemption, the service in the Bet
Hamikdash, glorifying the Name of God, and Siduk
Ha'din (affirming the justice of God's judgment),
and our Rabbis teach us that these Berachot are
equal in importance to the Kaddish. Therefore,
mourners within twelve months of the passing of a
loved one should try to be given the honor of
reading the Haftara, so they can recite the
Berachot.

Furthermore, according to the Zohar, reading the
Haftara is very beneficial for the soul of a
deceased family member around the time of the
Yahrtzeit, especially the Shabbat before the date
of the Yahrtzeit, which is the day when the soul has
the opportunity to be elevated. The Berachot
recited over the Haftara and the "Amen" responses
are very beneficial for the soul on this Shabbat,
and therefore one should try to receive the honor
of the Haftara reading on the Shabbat before the
Yahrizeit.

However, the Kaf Ha'hayim (Rav Yaakob Haim
Sofer, Baghdad-Israel, 1870-1939) warns that one
should not make an argument in the synagogue in
order to receive this honor. One brings far greater
benefit to the soul of a loved one by avoiding
conflict than he does by instigating a quarrel in the
synagogue in order to read the Haftara.
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On Shabbat morning can the maftir count as man number seven or do we need at
least seven olim besides him?
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The Gemara discusses whether the maftir™" counts as one of the seven readers:
1% Xk — They inquired: nyaw pm® nbyw 1 1won — May the maftir be counted
among the seven prescribed readers?

NIK 72 1M ) R’ 30 — This was a dispute between Rav Huna and R’ Yirmiyah bar
Abba: 5 "mx 1 — One says he is counted, 91 AN MK M) — and one says he is
not counted,

The Gemara explains the reasons of the disputants:
9y MmNt 189 — The one who says [the maftir] is counted rules this way ™Mp X7 —
because in the final analysis he does read from the Torah portion. Thus, he may be counted
as one of the prescribed Torah readers. M9y WX XY 189 — And the one who says [the
maftir] is not counted rules this way X913 — because of what Ulla said. X9y sy —
For Ulla said: nhrnn nmina X9pw My X123 0pnn m) wen — Why must the one who
reads the haftarah from the Prophets first read from the Torah? nn ma3 won —
Out of respect for the Torah. ' [This concludes Ulla’s teaching.| X¥1 10 723 owmnT 1
— Accordingly, since [the maftir] reads from the Torah only out of respect for the
Torah, but the main reason he was called up was to read from the Prophets, phop x% xymb
~— he is not counted as one of the prescribed number of readers. The seven must be
persons whose main purpose in being called up was to read from the prescribed portion of the
Torah.

The Gemara challenges the opinion that the maftir 1s not counted as one of the seven
Torah readers:
wnm — They challenged the opinion that the maftir is not counted from the following

Baraisa: P02 NN oMwyn mno XY X02213 1WONT — THE ONE WHO READS THE HAFTARAH
FROM THE PROPHETS SHOULD NOT read a selection of LESS THAN TWENTY-ONE VERSES, nyaw 112
TTIN3 INTPW — CORRESPONDING TO THE SEVEN WHO have READ THE TORAH.”' Nn'X DX) —
Now, if it is so that the maftir is not counted as one of the seven readers, but is rather an
eighth reader, P MY2IX! DMWY — then there are twenty-four verses that have been
read, not twenty-one.”! — ? —

The Gemara answers:
K17 71900 T2 DwnT 12 — Since it is only out of respect for the Torah that the maftir
reads from it,
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wa XY M) Y13 — it is also not necessary to add three verses to the

corresponding to [the maftir]. "

haftarah
Rava questions the ruling of the Baraisa that a minimum of twenty-one verses are
required for a haftarah:
x37 7 gpnn — Rava challenges the ruling of the Baraisa: P 97 M99 oomiby, mm
Tm vy — But there is the haftarah of Add your olah offerings,” which does not
contain twenty-one verses, |71 — yet we read it.

The Gemara replies:
oni uxy — It is different there, in that particular haftarah, X3y p"997 — because the
topic ends in less than twenty-one verses.”' Therefore, the haftarah may be concluded at
that point."

This reply is challenged:
x% xymy pHo X571 X3'M — And where the topic does not end in less than twenty-one
verses, may one not conclude the haftarah with less than twenty-one verses? YNmw a1 xm
Xax 13 — But Rav Shmuel bar Abba said: 130" 17 mpp RINKRR 717 PRI Pt — On
many occasions, | stood in the presence of R’ Yochanan during the reading of the
haftarah, Y978 WY 13Mp M7 1) — and when we had read ten verses, 1909X 17 MK —
he said to us, “Stop!” So we see that one may conclude a haftarah even when one has not
yet read twenty-one verses.

The Gemara replies:
NXY 1PN ww 0pn — It is different in a place where there is a translator. * 37 207
Sxmw 12 x9'9nn — For Rav Tachlifa bar Shmuel cited the following Baraisa: uw X% —
THEY DID NOT TEACH the rule that a haftarah must contain at least twenty-one verses in all
cases, but 123N PXW DIpH3 XYX — ONLY IN A PLACE WHERE THERE IS NO TRANSLATOR. 93X
22N YW DPR — HOWEVER, In a PLACE WHERE THERE IS A TRANSLATOR, pUi8 — |THE
READER] of the haftarah MAY STOP even before he reads twenty-one verses.”



The Tur and Shulchan
Aruch rule that from the
letter of the law we
follow the opinion that
the Maftir can count as
man number seven.
However the minhag is
to have seven olim
besides the maftir in
order to satisfy the other
opinion.
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In a case where the sixth oleh completed the
pergsha and kgdish was recifed. then Shulchan
Aruch rules to follow the letter of the law and allow
the seventh man fo read maftir and haftarah. The

Semach Sedek quoted below explains, that since it
would be out of the ordinary to call up twao olim 1o

the same sefer after completion of the pergshg and
kadish, we follow the letter of the [aw and we allow
the maftir fo count as man number seven.

However the Semach Sedek concludes with an
unanswered guestion. The Rambam quoted below
as well as the Rif and the Rosh are all pgsek that if
kadish was recited, then even from the letter of the
law the maftir cannot count as man numiber seven.
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