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Week 137

Topic

Kohanim on a fast day

Why is it that we don’t do kohanim by Minha?
Why do we do kohanim on Yom kippur by neila but not by minha?

What about a fast day, does one do kohanim by minha even if he is praying early?
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The Gemara asks: Who are these Rabbis, who disagree with Rabbi Meir? It is the opinion of
Rabbi Yehuda, as it is taught in a baraita: The morning prayer, the additional prayer, the
afternoon prayer, and ne’ila all have the Priestly Benediction of the raising of the hands.
This is the statement of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehuda says: The morning prayer and the
additional prayer have the raising of the hands, whereas the afternoon prayer and ne’ila do
not have the raising of the hands. Rabbi Yosei says: Ne’ila has the raising of the hands; the
afternoon prayer does not have the raising of the hands.
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The Gemara asks: With regard to what principle do they disagree? Rabbi Meir maintains:
What is the reason that priests do not spread their hands to bless the people every day in the
afternoon prayer? It is due to potential drunkenness, as people occasionally become
intoxicated during their lunch, and it is prohibited for an inebriated priest to bless. However,
now, on a fast day, there is no concern about drunkenness, and therefore the priests may recite
the Priestly Benediction even in the afternoon prayer.
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Conversely, Rabbi Yehuda maintains that with regard to the morning prayer and the
additional prayer, when drunkenness is not common on every ordinary day, the Sages did
not issue a decree that the Priestly Benediction be omitted during them. However, with regard
to the afternoon prayer and ne’ila, when drunkenness is common on every day, the Sages
issued a decree that the Priestly Benediction should not be recited during them, despite the fact
that intoxication is not a concern on a fast day.
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Finally, Rabbi Yosei maintains that with regard to the afternoon prayer, which is recited
every day, the Sages issued a decree concerning it, whereas with regard to ne’ila, which is not
recited every day, the Sages did not issue and apply their decree to it, as there is no concern
that people might become confused between ne’ila and an afternoon prayer of a regular
weekday.
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: The halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Meir. And Rabbi Yohanan said: The people act in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Meir. And Rava said: The custom is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Meir.
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The Gemara clarifies these statements. The one who said that the halakha is in accordance
with the opinion of Rabbi Meir means that this ruling is taught in the public lectures on
Shabbat. The one who said that the custom is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Meir
means that one does not teach this in public, but if someone comes to ask for a practical ruling,
one instructs them in private that this is the halakha. And the one who said that the people act
in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Meir means that one does not even instruct someone
that this is the halakha, but if he acts in accordance with Rabbi Meir, he has acted in a valid
manner and we do not require him to return and recite the prayer again.
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And Rav Nahman said that the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei.
The Gemara concludes: And indeed, the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yosei. The Gemara asks: And nowadays, what is the reason that priests spread their hands to
bless the people in the afternoon prayer of a fast? The Gemara explains: Since they spread
their hands near sunset, it is considered like ne’ila, and therefore the decree of the Sages does

not apply.
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In any event, based on the above, everyone agrees that it is prohibited for a drunken priest to
raise his hands and recite the Priestly Benediction. The Gemara asks: From where are these
matters derived? Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said in the name of bar Kappara: Why is the
portion of the priest who recites the benediction (see Numbers 6:22-27) juxtaposed with the
portion of the nazirite (see Numbers 6:1-21)? They are juxtaposed to say that just as it is
prohibited for a nazirite to drink wine, so too, it is prohibited for a priest who recites the
benediction to drink wine.
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Rabbi Zeira’s father, and some say it was Oshaya bar Zavda, strongly objects to this
explanation. If you wish to compare these two cases, you can argue as follows: Just as it is
prohibited for a nazirite to eat grape pits, as he may not partake of any of the products of a
grapevine, so too, it should be prohibited for a priest who recites the benediction to eat grape
pits. Certainly a priest is not barred from raising his hands after eating a few grape pits. Rather,
Rabbi Yitzhak said that the verse states: “To minister to Him and to bless in His name”
(Deuteronomy 10:8). Just as it is permitted for a priest who ministers to God in the Temple to
partake of grape pits, so too, it is permitted for a priest who recites the benediction to partake
of grape pits.
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The Gemara asks: If so, then just as a priest who ministers in the Temple may not be physically
blemished, so too, a priest who recites the benediction may not be blemished. The Gemara
rejects this suggestion: The priest who recites the benediction is also juxtaposed to a nazirite,
who is not affected by a blemish.
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The Gemara asks: And what did you see that you juxtaposed the cases in favor of a leniency?
Perhaps you should juxtapose for a stringency, by comparing the priest who recites the
benediction to a nazirite with regard to grape pits, and comparing him to a priest ministering in
the Temple in relation to the prohibition against reciting the benediction if he has a physical
blemish. The Gemara explains: These proofs are cited merely as support for halakhot that apply
by rabbinic law, and consequently, they are interpreted as a leniency, not a stringency.
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What is Asara Betvet?

On the tenth day of the month of
the
surrounded the city of Jerusalem with

Tevet, King of Babylon
the intention to destroy it, as the verse
in Yechezkel (Chapter 24) states:
“The word of Hashem came unto me
on the tenth month (Tevet) of the
ninth year on the tenth day of the
month saying, ‘Son of man, write for
yourself the name of this day, the
essence of this very day, for on the
essence of this day did the King of

Babylon besiege Jerusalem.”

We therefore fast on the Tenth of
Tevet in order to humble our hearts
into repenting fully and to beseech
Hashem to pity us and redeem us
completely. The Rambam writes:
“The entire Jewish nation fasts on
days which tragedy has befallen
Israel in order to awaken their hearts
and open the pathways of repentance
for them. This in turn will serve as a
memorial of our grievous actions and
the actions of our forefathers which

are similar to our current evil behavior
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and this eventually caused suffering
to befall them and us. When we recall
these things, it will cause us to return
to the proper path, as the verse
states, ‘And they will confess their
sins and the sins of their fathers.””

Everyone is obligated to fast on the
Tenth of Tevet and no one may
exclude himself. However, children,
meaning boys under the age of
thirteen and girls under the age of
twelve, are completely exempt from
this fast and they are not even
obligated to fast for several hours.
Even children who are intelligent
enough to mourn over the destruction
of the Bet Hamikdash are exempt
from these fasts as long as they have
not yet reached the age of Bar/ Bat
Mitzvah. Even if they would like to act
stringently and fast, their parents
should object to them doing so.

Pregnant and nursing women are
exempt from the fast of the Tenth of
Tevet and they may not act stringently
and fast. The definition of “pregnant”
is when the

regarding this law
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woman’s pregnancy is noticeable,
meaning that at least three months
have elapsed from the beginning of
if the

pregnant woman suffers from pain

her pregnancy. However,
and vomiting, she is exempt from the
fast even in the beginning stages of
her pregnancy, especially if forty days
from the onset of the pregnancy have
already elapsed.

Regarding the exemption of a nursing
woman from the fasts mentioned
above, according to the letter of the
law, any woman who has given birth
within  twenty-four
which time she is especially weak,

months, during
and has not yet returned to her

original strength is exempt from

fasting. Nevertheless, if such a
woman knows that she has the
strength to fast easily, it is correct that
that she act stringently and fast.
However, this all depends on how the

woman feels.
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