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Week 135
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¢ |If a person had already fulfilled his obligation of Kiddush on Shabbat, may he recite
Kiddush again for those who have not yet heard Kiddush?

¢ May a Man Recite Habdala for His Wife if He Had Already
Recited or Heard Habdala?
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The Gemara continues discussing the notion that one person can cause another to fulfill
his obligation:
XM 1277 M2 N20K N — Ahavah the son of R’ Zeira taught: 1913 mianan Y3 — With
regard to all the blessings, the rule is that xy'w ' Sy qx — even though one has
fulfilled his own obligation to recite a particular blessing, X'¥Mm — he can cause others to
fulfill their obligation to recite that blessing,”’ nn%n na7an yin — with the exception of
the blessing of bread "' "1 n37121 — and the blessing of wine. ' xy1 X% oxw — In
those cases the law is that if he did not yet fulfill his own obligation, X'¥" — he can
cause others to fulfill their obligation. X¥' oX) — But if he already fulfilled his own
obligation, X'¥M 1'% — he cannot cause others to fulfill their obligation."

The Gemara asks:
X317 w3 — Rava "' inquired:



46. (The general rule of the Mishnah, Whoever is not [himself] obligated in a [particular] matter cannot
cause the public to discharge their obligation [vis-a-vis that matter], refers only to one who was never
obligated to perform that particular mitzvah.) One who was obligated but already performed the mitzvah
can nevertheless cause others to fulfill their obligation, because he is deemed obligated by virtue of the
second person’s need to perform the mitzvah. This is based on the principle m12 /1 pay Sxatn 52, all Jews
are responsible for one another — i.e. every Jew is obliged to enable other Jews to fulfill their obligations.
Thus, one who does not assist another has not entirely fulfilled his own obligation vis-a-vis that particular
mitzvah (Ran; see also Rashi).

Now, one is viewed as having made a blessing via another’s recital by operation of the principle ymw
My, one who listens is like one who speaks. However, this principle works only if the one making the
blessing is himself obligated in that particular recital. The principle of many, shared responsibility,
establishes that he is obligated even if he already made the blessing for himself. The Gemara uses the
example of blessings because it will introduce cases where the shared responsibility principle does not
apply. In those cases one cannot recite a blessing for another,

17 Iy 2 on® xovmn, Who brings forth bread from the earth, which we recite before eating bread.]

46 [12300 M8 XM, Who creates the fruit of the vine, which we recite before drinking wine.] The Gemara
actually includes here all the 021 ni2n2 (blessings of enjoyment), which one makes before partaking of
food or drink, or smelling aromatic substances (Rashi; see Ritva). [With regard to the Grace After Meals,
see Meiri, Tosafos to Berachos 48a 1y 1, Ran there, and Chidushei Anshei Shem ad loc. Regarding m>na
naws, blessings of praise, see Meiri and Ritva.|

49 The blessings of enjoyment were instituted only because it is forbidden to derive pleasure from this
world without first praising God via a blessing (see Berachos 35a). Because these blessings are not
absolutely obligatory, since a person could choose to abstain from the pleasure and thereby be exempted
from the blessing, the shared responsibility rule does not apply to them. Thus, unless the reciter is himself
partaking of the food or fragrance, his blessing cannot count for his companions (Rasht).

50. In the texts of Rif and Rosh, the name “Rachava” appears.



nyn 5w on%n n372 — With regard to the blessing of bread that is part of the recital made
before eating the Passover matzah, "' oy wymp Sw 11 n37921 — and the blessing of wine
that is part of the Sanctification of the Sabbath or Festival Day, “ ym — what is [the
law]? X1 12117 1172 — Do we say that since [the eating of matzah or the recital of
Kiddush] is an obligation upon the person, p'8» — [one Jew] can fulfill another’s
obligation to recite these blessings of enjoyment, even if he already fulfilled his own
obligation? " X1n%7 18X — Or perhaps X1 11210 185 71272 — each blessing of enjoyment is not
inherently an obligation of its respective mitzvah," and so he may not recite it for another.
s i

The Gemara answers the query:
ynw Xxn — Come, hear a proof from the following incident: "wX 371 "mX7 — For Rav Ashi
said: 99 37 73 1771 '3 — When we were at Rav Pappi’s house, 17 w1pn M — he would
recite Kiddush for us, X121 momx nx M ™ — and when afterward his
sharecroppers would come in from outside, 11 wIpn M1 — he would recite Kiddush
for them. "

The Gemara adduces support for the ruling of Ahavah the son of R’ Zeira:
1327 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: pPrmxY noms o7x 019 X% — A PERSON MAY
NOT BREAK OFF A PIECE of bread FOR GUESTS" oy Saix 12 DX x‘gxg — UNLESS HE IS EATING
WITH THEM. 173 2% m2% X1 07118 Y2X — HOWEVER, HE MAY BREAK bread FOR HIS CHILDREN
AND other young MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD " Ni¥na 1310% 12 — IN ORDER TO TRAIN THEM IN
the performance of THE COMMANDMENTS.” 11%ana1 552 — AND CONCERNING HALLEL AND
MEGILLAH, " X¥"w 18 Yy X — EVEN THOUGH ONE HAS FULFILLED his own obligation, Xvym —
HE CAN DISCHARGE the obligations of others.""



1. Two blessings are recited before one eats matzah on the first night of Pesach. The first, yn n5ax %y, . ..
regarding eating the matzah, is a Mm¥YRa N3, a blessing of a mitzvah, and it declares that we eat the
matzah because we are commanded to do so. One may recite this blessing for others even if he has already
fulfilled the mitzvah. The second blesging is the ordinary blessing of enjoyment, Xwynn, . . . Who brings
forth bread etc., since we invariably derive pleasure when we eat the matzah (see Ritva, Rashi).

2. Kiddush is the blessing that sanctifies the Sabbath or festival. One may recite it for others even if he
has already performed that mitzvah. Since the Rabbis mandated that Kiddush be recited over a cup of
wine, the ordinary 1937 blessing (. . . Who creates the fruit of the vine) is made just prior to Kiddush, for one
will derive pleasure when he or another drinks the wine (see Ritva, Rashi). [The Gemara’s query concerns
the Kiddush recited during the day as well as at night (Orach Chaim 167:20; see Mishnah Berurah there
§96; see Yom Teruah here).

1. Le. do we say that since eating matzah or reciting Kiddush over wine is obligatory, and since these two
mitzvos perforce involve deriving pleasure and one may not derive pleasure without first reciting the
appropriate blessing of enjoyment, the two blessings of enjoyment discussed here are considered
mandatory (Rashi) |and because of this the two blessings become blessings of their respective mitzvos
(Ritva)]. Hence, even one who has already performed the mitzvah may recite them for another.

4 Because it is recited in all situations where one wishes to partake of that particular pleasure (Rashi; see
Ritva).

5. The sharecroppers had finished their work late Friday afternoon (or in the late afternoon of a festival
eve) and had entered the house after nightfall (Hagahos Yavetz). Although Rav Pappi had already recited
Kiddush for himself and Rav Ashi’s party, he recited it again for the workers (see Sifsei Chachamim). Thus,
we see that one may recite for another the enjoyment blessing for wine (1220) — and, by extension, the
enjoyment blessing for matzah (x°2ym) [Rabbeinu Chananell — even though he already recited them for
himself.

4 Le. and recite the X'y blessing for them. [It was customary for the host to recite “Hamotzi” over a
large loaf and distribute pieces from it to his guests, because he will give generous portions (Berachos
46a).]

7. Since “Hamotzi” is an ordinary blessing of enjoyment and is discretionary (Rashi), the host cannot recite
it for his guests if he himself is not now obligated to do so (i.e. if he does not intend to eat). [This rule
applies even on the Sabbath, when there is an obligation to eat bread (Orach Chaim 167:20; see Mishnah
Berurah there §94 for the reason).| This statement of the Baraisa, then, corroborates Ahavah's ruling
(above, 29a), that one cannot recite a blessing of enjoyment for another unless he is obligated to recite it for
himself.

4. Le. he may do so for young children from other families, whom he is not obligated to train, and certainly
for his own children (Orach Chaim 167:19 and Mishnah Berurah §93). See Yom Teruah.

9. Reciting a blessing unnecessarily (as in the Baraisa's first case, where the head of the household is not
eating) is Rabbinically forbidden [for it is a gratuitous mention of God's Name]. However, the Rabbis did



permit it here, so that the children can be trained to recite the blessings properly (Ritva). According to
others, the prohibition against unnecessary blessings is Biblical (see Magen Avrohom, Orach Chaim
§215:6, where he discusses a dispute among Rishonim regarding this). Nevertheless, just as the Rabbis
properly required blessings (myni N1272) to be said over their own Rabbinic commandments [even though
these blessings are unnecessary in the perspective of Biblical law], so they properly allow the recital of
blessings for the fulfillment of their commandment regarding the training of children (Aruch LaNer).

10. Shaagas Aryeh §13 explains that the Baraisa speaks of the recital of Halle! and the Megillah
themselves, and not of their blessings. See Orach Chaim 692:3 and Be'er HaGolah there §6, and Mishnah
Berurah §10.

11 Although the Helle! and Megillah recitals are only Rabbinically ordained, they are absolute (ie.
nondiscretionary) obligations. For that reason one may recite them for others even though he has already
performed the mitzvah (see Yom Teruah).

The implication of our sugya is that regarding Biblical mitzvos one may cause another to fulfill the
mitzvah even though he himself has done so. Hence, even if one has fulfilled the mitzvah of shofar, he can
blow for others. [However, Shaagas Aryeh §13 cites Bahag, who rules that one who has fulfilled a Biblical
mitzvah cannot cause others to do so, and his proof is that the Baraisa mentions only Hallel and Megillah,
which are Rabbinic in origin. Shaagas Aryeh finds support for Bahag's opinion also in Rgshi 1710 17, where
Rashi mentions the Rabbinic Yom Tov Kiddush (... X7t wpn) rather than the Biblical Sabbath Kiddush
(nawa wapn); see there at length.]
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If a person had already fulfilled his obligation of Kiddush on Shabbat, may he recite Kiddush
again for those who have not yet heard Kiddush? This often happens on Shabbat morning,
when a man attends synagogue and then participates in the Sebet after the services, where he
hears Kiddush and then eats. May he repeat Kiddush for his wife and children when he returns
home, or is he ineligible to recite Kiddush on their behalf, since he has already fulfilled his
Kiddush obligation? A similar situation arises when a Rabbi or other distinguished figure attends
several affairs on Shabbat morning. He might recite Kiddush at the Sebet after services, and
then attend a luncheon where he is given the honor of reciting Kiddush. Can he repeat Kiddush
and fulfill the obligation for those in attendance, who have yet to hear or recite Kiddush? A
fundamental rule in Halacha establishes that "Af Al Pi She’yasa Mosi" — even if a person has
already fulfilled his obligation, he may repeat the recitation to fulfill the requirement for others.
Hence, a person who has already recited Kiddush may repeat Kiddush for his family or for
anybody else, and the others fulfill their obligation by listening to his recitation. This Halacha
applies without restriction; a person can recite Kiddush many times on Shabbat morning in order
for others to fulfill their obligation by listening to his recitation. Thus, if a Rabbi attends even four
or five Sebets on Shabbat morning, he may be given the honor of reciting Kiddush at each
function. In such a case, if the one who makes Kiddush does not wish to drink the wine, he may
recite Kiddush and give the cup to somebody else (an adult) to drink.

Normally, one cannot recite a Beracha over food on behalf of somebody else. If, for example,
somebody wishes to drink some wine, he cannot ask his friend — who is not drinking wine — to
recite the Beracha on his behalf. When it comes to Berachot over food, only the person who
eats or drinks may recite the Beracha. Seemingly, then, a person who recites Kiddush — which
consists of the Beracha of "Boreh Peri Hagefen" over wine — should be required to drink the
wine, rather than allow somebody else to drink the wine. However, the Beracha of "Boreh Peri
Hagefen" in Kiddush has the status of a "Birkat Ha’misva" — the Beracha recited over a Misva,
rather than simply a Beracha recited over food. When it comes to Birkat Ha’misva, one may,
indeed, recite the Beracha on behalf of somebody else. Therefore, one who recites Kiddush is
not required to personally drink the wine, and may instead give the wine to another adult to
drink.

This Halacha is explicitly codified in the Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 273:4)

Incidentally, we should note that the Kiddush recited on Shabbat morning differs from the Friday
night Kiddush in that it essentially consists of only the Beracha over the wine. Although we
customarily recite some Pesukim (verses) relevant to Shabbat as part of the Shabbat morning
Kiddush, these verses are not actually part of the Kiddush. Therefore, if somebody does not
have a Siddur available on Shabbat morning when he recites Kiddush, and he does not
remember the verses customarily recited, he may simply recite the Beracha of "Boreh Peri
Hagefen," and this suffices for the Shabbat morning Kiddush. Similarly, if a woman wishes to
recite Kiddush so she can eat before her husband returns home from the synagogue on
Shabbat morning, but she is not familiar with the customary text, she may simply recite the
Beracha of "Boreh Peri Hagefen."
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The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 266:8) rules that the requirement of Habdala on Mosa’eh
Shabbat constitutes a Torah obligation, just like Kiddush, and that this Misva applies equally to
both men and women, just like Kiddush. Therefore, since women are obligated in this Misva, a
man is allowed to recite Habdala for a woman even if he had already recited or heard Habdala.
Since the woman needs to fulfill her obligation, a man may recite Habdala for her even though
he had already fulfilled his obligation. Thus, for example, if a husband heard Habdala in the
synagogue, or was the Hazan and recited Habdala there, he may recite Habdala for his wife
when he comes home. This is the ruling of the Hid"a (Rav Haim Yosef David Azulai, 1724-
1806), in Birkeh Yosef.
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However, since some authorities dispute this ruling, Hacham Bension Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-
1998), as well as Hacham Ovadia Yosef, ruled that it is preferable for a husband to have in mind
not to fulfill his Habdala obligation in the synagogue. This way, he can recite Habdala for his
wife according to all opinions. Nevertheless, if the husband did fulfill his requirement in the
synagogue, he may recite Habdala for his wife, in accordance with the Shulhan Aruch’s ruling.
In such a case, where the husband had already recited Habdala in the synagogue and now
recites Habdala for his wife, the wife should recite the Beracha over the Besamim. Since the
husband is not required to smell Besamim, reciting the Beracha over the Besamim could
constitute a Hefsek (interruption) in between the Beracha over the wine and his drinking the
wine. Therefore, the wife should recite the Beracha over the Besamim. Likewise, the wife should
recite the Beracha over the flame. There is considerable controversy among the Halachic
authorities as to whether women are obligated to recite this Beracha — "Boreh Me’oreh Ha’esh"
— on Mos’aeh Shabbat. The Hafetz Haim (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin, 1839-1933), in
Be’ur Halacha, writes that women are likely not included in this obligation, whereas others,
including the Hid"a, Rav Haim Palachi (Turkey, 1788-1869) and Hacham Ovadia Yosef,
disagreed, and maintained that women are included in this obligation just like men. In any event,
Hacham Ovadia ruled that it is preferable for the wife to recite the Beracha over the flame if her
husband had already fulfilled his requirement. It turns out, then, that if a husband fulfills his
requirement at the synagogue and then recites Habdala for his wife, he recites "Boreh Peri
Ha'gefen," and then the wife recites the Berachot over the Besamim and the flame. The
husband then recites "Ha’mabdil" and drinks the wine. The husband does not answer "Amen" to
the wife’s Berachot over the Besamim and the flame (Yabia Omer, 4:23-24).
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Summary: A person may recite Kiddush on behalf of others on Shabbat even if he had already
recited or heard Kiddush. When a person recites Kiddush (or Habdala) on behalf of others, he
does not have to drink the wine himself; he can give the wine to another adult to drink.

Summary: Women are obligated in the Misva of Habdala just like men. A husband should
preferably have in mind not to fulfill the requirement of Habdala in the synagogue on Mosa’eh
Shabbat so he can recite Habdala for his wife at home according to all opinions. Nevertheless, if
he did fulfill his requirement in the synagogue, he may still recite Habdala for his wife at home,
but in such a case the wife should recite the Berachot over the Besamim and the flame.



