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What is allowed, what is not allowed to use for havdallah: 

Beer  

Soda  

Coffee 

 

 

134 

Havdallah 



 גמרא 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 דינים השייכים למוצאי שבת - שו"ת אור לציון חלק ב פרק כב 

 .ב. שאלה. האם אפשר להבדיל על בירה או שאר משקאות

באותו  תשובה. מי שקשה לו לשתות יין, יכול להבדיל על בירה שחורה או לבנה, או קוניאק וארק, אפילו שמצוי יין 

מקום, אבל לא על משקה קל, או תה וקפה. וחולה שנמצא בבית החולים, ואין שם יין או חמר מדינה, אף שמותר לו  

 .לאכול בלא הבדלה, טוב שיבדיל על קפה בלא שם ומלכות

Footnotes: 

ע סימן  ב. בהבדלה אפשר להבדיל לכתחילה על חמר מדינה, אפילו אם יש יין מצוי, וכן משמע מדברי מרן בשו" 

רצ"ו סעיף ב', שסתם שאפשר להבדיל על השכר, ולא כתב שזהו דוקא במקום שאין היין מצוי, כמו שכתב לענין  

קידוש בסימן רע"ב סעיף ט'. וראה מה שנתבאר לעיל בהלכות קידוש בפרק כ' תשובה י"ט מהו חמר מדינה, ע"ש.  

להסתפק שמא אף בזה יוצא ידי חובה, וכמו  ואף שנתבאר שם שאין לקדש על משקה שאינו משכר, מ"מ יש מקום  

שמשמע מלשון השו"ע כאן שכתב שאפשר להבדיל על כל המשקין חוץ מן המים, דמשמע אבל שאר משקין שאין  

משכרין מבדילין עליהם, ועדיין יש לדון בזה, וראה עוד בברכ"י שם, ומידי ספק לא יצאנו, וספק ברכות להקל,  

 .דיל בלא שם ומלכותובמקום שיש רק משקאות אלו, יב

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If There Is No Wine Available for Havdallah 

There is an obligation to recite Havdallah on Motza'ei Shabbat specifically over a cup of wine. If 

one does not have access to wine, or if drinking wine causes him to feel sick, he may recite 

Havdallah over a cup of beer. Beer is suitable for Havdallah because it is an intoxicating 

beverage, and it can be drunk in the proper Shiur (quantity). One may not use water, tea, coffee 

or juices for Havdallah, because they are not intoxicating, and one may not use hard liquors, such 

as scotch or vodka, because one cannot drink the minimum required Shiur of these beverages. 

Likewise, one may not recite Havdallah over bread. When Yom Tov falls on Motza'ei Shabbat, 

we recite Kiddush and Havdallah together over the same cup of wine. If a person does not have 

wine or cannot drink wine for medical reasons, may he use beer in such a case? As far as the 

Havdallah is concerned, as we saw, beer qualifies; however, since in this case the cup is used for 

Kiddush, as well, perhaps beer cannot be used. What is the Halacha in such a case? The 

Shulchan Aruch writes that in this case, too, one may use beer in place of wine. Since Halacha 

allows using beer for Havdallah, it is valid in this instance for the Kiddush, as well. If one has 

neither wine nor beer, he cannot recite Havdallah until he gains access to one of these beverages. 

Is he allowed to eat before reciting Havdallah? Generally speaking, Halacha forbids eating or 

drinking on Motza'ei Shabbat before reciting or hearing Havdallah. Would is be forbidden to eat 

or drink if one cannot recite Havdallah due to the unavailability of wine or beer? Rabbi Moshe 

Halevi cites two opinions on this matter (listen to audio for precise citation). The first view 

claims that in such a case, so long as the individual recited the Havdallah in the Shemona Esrei 

prayer during Arvit, he may eat and drink despite the fact that he cannot recite Havdallah. 

According to the second position, however, if the individual anticipates having access to wine or 

beer on the following day, then he must refrain from eating or drinking until he recites Havdallah 

on Sunday. Halacha follows the second view, requiring that one refrain from eating and drinking 

in such a case until he recites Havdallah on Sunday. If, however, he feels ill or particularly weak, 

he may rely on the lenient view and eat and drink. Summary: If one does not have access to wine 

for Havdallah on Motza'ei Shabbat, or if he cannot drink wine, he may recite Havdallah over 

beer, but not over other beverages or over bread. This applies even on a Motza'ei Shabbat that is 

also Yom Tov, in which case Kiddush is recited over this cup, as well. If one has neither wine 

nor beer for Havdallah, he cannot recite Havdallah. If he anticipates having access to wine on 

Sunday, then he must refrain from eating and drinking until he recites Havdallah on Sunday, 

unless he feels ill or very weak, in which case he is allowed to eat even before Havdalla.



Habdala – Using Beverages Other Than 

Wine; Drinking the Wine 

A number of Halachic authorities, including the Rama (Rav Moshe Isserles of 

Cracow, 1525-1572) and the Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-

1909), record a custom to pour some wine out of the Habdala cup after the 

conclusion of Habdala, and then extinguish the candle in the wine that was 

poured. It is also customary to take some of the leftover wine and place it on 

one’s eyes and face. This is done for the purpose of Hibub Misva – to 

demonstrate our love and affection for the Misvot. The Hid"a (Rav Haim Yosef 

David Azulai, 1724-1806) emphasizes that one should not underestimate the 

importance of "Shiyureh Misva" – the "leftovers" of a Misva. Showing our love for 

that which had been used for a Misva, even if it only the "leftovers," is very 

significant, and has the power to save a person from calamity. The Rama also 

writes (as understood by the Aruch Ha’shulhan) that it is customary to fill the cup 

before Habdala all the way to the rim, so that some wine will automatically spill 

when one lifts the cup, as an overflowing cup can bring blessing. This is 

mentioned also by the Ben Ish Hai, and this is, indeed, the accepted practice. 

Although it is customary to add several drops of water to one’s cup of wine on 

other occasions, Rav Haim Vital (1542-1620) taught that this is not done with the 

Habdala cup. The Shulhan Aruch writes that one may not recite Habdala over 

bread. Kiddush may be recited over bread, because Halacha requires reciting 

Kiddush in the framework of a meal, and thus the Kiddush is connected to the 

bread. Habdala, however, does not need to be recited in the framework of a 

meal, and thus there is no connection at all between Habdala and bread. As 

such, one may not recite Habdala over bread. One may, however, recite 

Habdala over "Hamar Medina." Hacham Bension Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998) 

and Hacham Ovadia Yosef understand this term as referring to intoxicating 

beverages which are commonly drunk in the country where one lives. In 

contemporary society, this would include beer, scotch, cognac, brandy, and 

the like. (Arak would likely qualify as "Hamar Medina" in Israel; it is doubtful 

whether it would qualify here in the United States.) Ashkenazim, following the 

ruling of Rav Moshe Feinstein (Russia-New York, 1895-1986), maintain that even 

non-alcoholic beverages qualify as "Hamar Medina," and thus they allow 

reciting Habdala even over milk, tea, coffee and the like. The only criterion 

according to Ashkenazic tradition is that the beverage must be something that 

a host would serve to a guest for honor, and not merely because the guest is 

thirsty. Sephardic tradition, however, as noted by both Hacham Bension Abba 

Shaul and Hacham Ovadia Yosef, does not follow this view, and allows reciting 

Habdala only on alcoholic beverages. The Mishna Berura (Rav Yisrael Meir 

Kagan, 1839-1933) maintains that "Hamar Medina" may be used for Habdala 



only if one does not have wine. One who has wine must, according to the 

Mishna Berura, use it for Habdala. Hacham Bension Abba Shaul, however, 

disagrees, noting a clear distinction between the Shulhan Aruch’s formulations in 

the contexts of Kiddush and Habdala. In discussing the laws of Kiddush, the 

Shulhan Aruch writes that one who does not have wine may use "Hamar 

Medina" for Habdala, whereas in the context of Habdala, he writes simply that 

one is allowed to recite Habdala over "Hamar Medina." The clear implication is 

that "Hamar Medina" is acceptable for Habdala even if one is able to recite 

Habdala over wine. Hacham Ovadia Yosef, in Hazon Ovadia, appears to 

disagree with Hacham Bension’s conclusion, as he writes that "one who does 

not have wine" may recite Habdala over "Hamar Medina." It would therefore 

appear that one should preferably use wine for Habdala, but one who does not 

enjoy drinking wine may certainly use beer or other intoxicating beverages, in 

accordance with Hacham Bension’s position. Strictly speaking, it suffices to drink 

just 1.7 ounces or so of wine from the Habdala cup. However, since there is a 

debate among the Halachic authorities as to whether one who drinks this 

amount of the Habdala cup recites a Beracha Aharona, one should preferably 

drink a full Rebi’it – 3.2 ounces – so that he will be required to recite a Beracha 

Aharona according to all opinions. Summary: One should preferably use wine 

for Habdala, but one who does not like wine may use another common 

alcoholic beverage, such as beer. Although Ashkenazim allow using non-

alcoholic beverages for Habdala, Sephardic practice requires using an 

intoxicating beverage. One should drink at least 3.2 ounces of wine from the 

Habdala cup. It is customary to fill the cup to the top before Habdala, so that 

some wine will spill out when one lifts the cup. It is customary after Habdala to 

spill out some wine and use that wine to extinguish the candle, and to place 

some wine on one’s eyes and face. 
 

 

 


