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The Gemara relates an incident:
Wi 2% KTOM 277 M2 XYW M Xpw m mH Mnx — Mar Yenuka and Mar Keshisha
the sons of Rav Chisda " said to Rav Ashi: nxb mmx yopix X1 X321 — One time
Ameimar visited our place, Xmn 1% M1 X% — and we did not have any wine over
which to recite Havdalah. 97ax X% x72w m% xpmx — So we brought him date beer, ™
but he did not recite Havdalah over it, " N2 — and he went to bed while fasting. "
™ owY Yrax) xaan mh Xpnmx) Xamw nn% — The next day (i.e. on Sunday), we
exerted ourselves and we brought him wine, and he recited Havdalah and then ate
something. PINXY ¥99 X 1 1wS — The next year, he again visited our place, 15 mi X
XN — and again we had no wine, X12'w XPn"X — and again we brought date beer for
Havdalah.” 7nx — [Ameimar] said: X1 7131 200 137 '% — If so, [this date beer] is “the
wine of the province.” """y oww Ymax — So he recited Havdalah over the date beer
and ate something.

The Gemara comments on this episode:

9. [Rashash notes that in our texts the reading here is simply Xymx, we brought, in contrast to the
expression Mm% XynMK, we brought “to him," used above with regard to Ameimar's first visit. For on this
second occasion, they indeed did not bring the beer for Ameimar to recite Havdalah over, as he had already
refused to do so on his previous visit.)

10. Le. it is evident that wine is unavailable in this city, and that date beer is the local wine-substitute,
Therefore, Havdalah may be recited over it (Rashbam; see Orach Chaim 272:9 with Magen Avraham $§6;
see also Magen Avraham 182:2).

|Bambam (Hil. Shabbos 29:17) maintains that even in places where wine is readily available, the most
popular local beverage is classified as “wine of the province” and may be used for Havdalah (see Elyah



n5n n3m yRw — Learn from it [this incident] three things: 7™y n%sna Yana nym ynw
o131 Yy 912w — Learn from it that one who recites Havdalah in the Shemoneh Esrei
Prayer at the close of the Sabbath must still recite Havdalah over a cup of wine.""" ynun
Sv7aw omp Yaxw oIxb 1% Mox M — And learn from it that it is forbidden for a
person to eat before reciting Havdalah. ' naw yxyma 520 x5w m nam yowy — And
learn from it that one who did not recite Havdalah on Motza’ei Shabbos 7% 5man

913 nawn Y3 — may go on and recite Havdalah anytime throughout the entire week.
sy

The Gemara presents an inquiry in this matter:
NTOM 271 KT 37 719Mm Xya — Rav Huna inquired of Rav Chisda: ' x92wix wirph vm
— What is [the law] with regard to reciting Kiddush over a cup of date beer? '

The reply:
"MK — He said in response to the query posed to him: MOR) MWXKM KRS M KW —
Now, if even with regard to beer made from barley or from figs or from berries, "
27M M) IRYAT — about which I inquired of Rav as to whether Kiddush may be recited
over them, X" %371 27 — and Rav in turn inquired about this of R’ Chiya, 271 X»n am
— and R’ Chiya in turn inquired about this of Rebbi, m% vws x% — and he did not
resolve it for him, i.e. he did not conclude that it is permitted to recite Kiddush over these
beers, and the law thus is that one may not recite Kiddush over them, Xyyam X1 — can
there be any question with regard to the commonplace date beer? ' 13 map — They
[the students of the academy| understood from this %y 1wpn 857 X1 wrp — that it
is specifically Kiddush that we may not recite over [date beer], 125721 "9rax bax —
but we may recite Havdalah over it."” X7om 27 1% "% — Rav Chisda said to them: 371
39 "MK — Thus said Rav: nby phman px 92 rby pwripn prw ows — Just as we do not
recite Kiddush over it, so too we do not recite Havdalah over it.

An identical teaching is cited:
M3 Mmmx — It was similarly stated: YXmw Tmx MK 92 Xo¥n 271 MK — Rav Tachlifa
bar Avimi said in the name of Shmuel: 15y PY™1an Px 73 PYy pwTpn PRw ows — Just
as we do not recite Kiddush over it, so too we do not recite Havdalah over it.

The Gemara relates an incident:
MmN 0on "2 X1 % MY 1w 15 — Levi sent Rebbi date beer that had been the
beneficiary of thirteen crushings. ' X2w D02 7 myw — [Rebbi] tasted it, and
found that it was exceedingly flavorsome. "Mmx — He said: nby w1p% nx1 i1 120 — Beer
like this is fit to recite Kiddush over it, 8%waw mnawvim nrw 53 rby % — and to
say over it all the songs and praises in the world. myy X513 — That night, it



afflicted him with diarrhea.”" omm 179Mm K — He said, “ Can it afflict us and be used
to appease”?

The Gemara cites other statements regarding the ill effects of date beer:
qoY 271 MK — Rav Yosef said: X712 munx X597 09313 9178 — [ will vow in public that I
will not drink date beer. ' X217 "X — Rava said: X712 mnerx X5 (i m menx — 1
would rather drink the water of flax, " and not drink date beer. X327 "mX) — And Rava
also said: NIDWR wIPNT XN X1W mnrpw NN — May date beer be the everyday drink
of the one who recites Kiddush over date beer!

The Gemara relates:
RKIDWKR WTRT RN 20 1mowK 31 — Rav Huna found Rav reciting Kiddush over date
beer. ' m% "mx — [Rav Huna] said to him: RI2WM MInoR upmb Xax M — It appears
that Abba "' has begun to earn money " from making and selling date beer, and that is
why he treats it as a favored drink, fitting for Kiddush.

The Gemara cites a Baraisa:
1337 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 11 Sy X9% PwTpn P8 — WE DO NOT RECITE
KIDDUSH OVER any beverage OTHER THAN WINE. 11 Sy X%X Pav2n PXY — AND WE DO NOT
RECITE A BLESSING OVER any beverage OTHER THAN WINE.

The Gemara asks:
M3a72 mm Sanw wmby anan XY m xmx) X12wK WX — Indeed, over beer and water do
we not recite the blessing: Blessed are You, Hashem . . . that everything came into
being through His word? How, then, can the Baraisa state that a blessing is recited only
over wine?

The Gemara answers:
MK MR — Abaye said: Mxp 21 — This is what he [the Tanna of the Baraisal is saying:
i Sy xHx 71a% o2 Sw oo xan ormix px — We do not say, “Bring the ‘cup of
blessing’ over which to recite the Bircas HaMazon blessing,” except where we will recite
it over a cup of wine. *'

The Gemara cites another Baraisa:
1337 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 75w S PwTpn X — WE DO NOT RECITE
KIDDUSH OVER date BEER. 1K TIWRY 137 12 1Y9X 1371 DN — IN THE NAME OF R’ ELAZAR BAR
R’ SHIMON THEY SAID: WP — WE MAY RECITE KIDDUSH over date beer. Another law: nawyon
x93 P — For THE TASTING'”' OF the WINE of a “cup of blessing,”""' ANY AMOUNT suffices.
TMIN TTIT 2 101 127 — R’ YOSE BAR YEHUDAH SAYS: X% X91 — A CHEEKFUL.™

The Gemara cites further:
27 MK KN 271 MR — Rav Huna said in the name of Rav — w11 17 51 21 un 191 —



and so did Rav Gidul of Neresh teach a Baraisa that states — X% X% oyv) wapnn
K¥? — ONE WHO RECITES KIDDUSH AND TASTES A CHEEKFUL of wine HAS DISCHARGED the
Kiddush obligation, xX¥* X% 1% oX) — BUT IF he does NOT drink a cheekful, HE HAS NOT
DISCHARGED his obligation. ™"

A point is noted concerning the Baraisa just cited:
oYY 72 pam 21 "R — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: n% Xpin XIX — I, too, teach
this Baraisa in my repertory of Baraisos, X"/ 12 5v13 X% — but not as a Baraisa taught
by Rav Gidul bar Menashya "mn 73 %17 X% — nor as one taught by Rav Gidul bar
Manyumi, Xpno 5y11 XYX — rather as one taught by “ Rav Gidul” plain, without further
specification.”

The Gemara explains the significance of Rav Nachman’s remark:
M Rpo) m}g‘; — What difference does this make?

IR T kY — It makes a difference with regard to challenging one of his
statements on the basis of one of his other statements. '



' Rabbah, Orach Chaim 272:13 and Beur Halachah to 272:9).]

[Rashbam adds that only beverages other than water can acquire the status of “wine of the province” and

be used for Havdalah. Water, however, cannot be used for Havdalah, even where no other beverages are
available. See Mishnah Berurah 296:10.)

11. The Shemoneh Esrei of the evening prayer at the close of Sabbath contains the Havdalah blessing. And
since Ameimar certainly recited the evening prayer, he would not have had to retire without eating, were it
not that he was still obligated to recite Havdalah over wine.

12 |Even if Ameimar’s refusal to eat that night was a self-imposed stringency (see above, note 8), he would
not have adopted that stringency were it not that it is forbidden by law to eat before Havdalah where wine
is available.|

1.1, That is, until Tuesday night.

Actually, the actions of Ameimar, who recited Havdalah over wine on Sunday, indicate no more than that
Havdalah may be recited on Sunday. The main intent of the Gemara, however, is to show that Havdalah
may be recited after Motza'ei Shabbos has passed. This is indeed evident from Ameimar’s actions, and the
Gemara formulates the derived law in terms of the halachically accepted version of Rava’s statement
above, which holds that Havdalah may be recited “the entire week" [i.e. until Tuesday night] (see Tosafos).

One would have expected the Gemara to state as well that we learn from this incident that one may
recite Havdalah over “wine of the province.” The Gemara, however, omits this law, because it is counting
only those laws that pertain to the |general] procedure of Havdalah. [That is, the Gemara is detailing the
rules of the Havdalah obligation: It applies even if one recited Havdalah in Shemoneh Esrei, one is
forbidden to eat before reciting it, and its time extends even beyond Motza'ei Shabbos. The substance over
which one may recite Havdalah is not the subject of the Gemara’s attention.| Alternatively, [the Gemara
did not wish to state that the permit to recite Havdalah over “wine of the province” can be “learned” from
this incident, since] it is obvious that Havdalah is recited over “wine of the province” in the absence of
wine, as this is surely preferable to omitting the Havdalah procedure altogether (Rashbam). [It should be
noted, however, that in the text of the Rif, this passage "2 n%n nyn yuw, Learn from it three ..., appears
immediately after the account of Ameimar’s first visit (in which he did not recite Havdalah at all, and
retired without eating). According to this reading, the premise of Rashbam’s question (as to why the
Gemara does not include the inference that Havdalah may be recited over “wine of the province”) does not
exist.]

4. [According to Rosh's reading, the order is inverted, and it is rather Rav Chisda who inquired of Rav
Huna (see also Hagahos HaBach). This reading seems more reasonable, as it is evident elsewhere that Rav
Chisda was a disciple of Rav Huna (Mitzpeh Eisan; R’ Yitzchak Isaac Chaver; Rashash). Hagahos Yavetz,
however, defends the reading found in our texts, by explaining that the teacher, Rav Huna, inquired of his
disciple, Rav Chisda, in order to test him.]

15. That is, where wine is not available (Rashbam), so that the date beer is then the “wine of the province”
[see above, beginning of note 10| (Rosh, in explanation of Rashbam; cf. Rashash).

[Tosafos (above, 106b wIpn 7+1), however, suggest that the Gemara’s inquiry is with regard to a place
where wine is readily available and date beer is not classified as “wine of the province.” See below, note 19.]



165. These beers were considered superior to the commonplace date beer (Rashbam).

17 Le. if he did not permit the use of these superior beverages for Kiddush, he most certainly would not
permit the use of commonplace date beer.

15. According to Rav (Rashbam; see Me'il Shmuel cited in Otzar Mefarshei HaTalmud p. 359 note 47). [Rav
is one of the three authorities above whose reluctance to conclude that even superior beers are fit for
Kiddush gave rise to the understanding that beer is fit for Havdalah. Rashbam specifies Rav because he is
the sage whose statement will be cited as a disproof of this understanding.]

One rationale for considering beer fit for Havdalah, though unfit for Kiddush, is that we have the option

of using bread for Kiddush, an option which we do not have for Havdalah [see above, 106b end of note 3]
(see Maggid Mishneh, Hil. Shabbos, 29:17). Some explain that the students differentiated between
Kiddush and Havdalah because Kiddush is a more stringent requirement than Havdalah (see Thsafos
above, 106b wapn 07,
19, As explained by Rashbam (see above, note 15), both Rav and Shmuel are ruling that neither Kiddush
nor Havdalah may be recited over beer even in places where beer is the “wine of the province.” Now, with
regard to Kiddush, their ruling is uncontested. With regard to Havdalah, however, we find that Ameimar
(above) permits the use of “wine of the province.” Accordingly, Rambam (Hil. Shabbos 29:17, see Hagahos
Maimoniyos there §3) rules that Kiddush may not be recited over beer that is “wine of the province” (since
the ruling of Rav and Shmuel to this effect is uncontested), but Havdalah may be recited over it (in
accordance with the ruling of Ameimar above). Rosh (§17), however, suggests that if we do not accept the
stringent ruling of Rav and Shmuel with regard to Havdalah, then we do not accept it with regard to
Kiddush either; accordingly, the halachah would be that both Kiddush and Havdalah may be recited over
“wine of the province.” Moreover, Tosafos (cited above in pote 15) explain that Rav and Shmuel are
referring to beer that is not “wine of the province.” Accordingly, it is possible that all Amoraim agree that
Kiddush and Havdalah may be recited over “wine of the province.” See Orach Chaim 272:9 and 296:2,

20. The water in which the first batch of crushed dates is steeped is then poured successively over an
additional twelve batches of crushed dates (Rashbam). [The beer is thus infused with the flavor of thirteen
batches of dates.]

21 Dates have a laxative effect, as stated in Kesubos [10b] (Rashbam).

22 Le. can something that causes so much discomfort be fit to appease God by reciting Kiddush over it?
{Rashbam; cf. Rashi and Rabbeinu Chananel).

29 A vow made in public cannot be annulled (Rashbam). |Generally, a sage (or panel of three laymen) can
annul a vow by discovering some consequence of the vow that, had it been foreseen by the vower, would
have dissuaded him from making the vow in the first place. Rav Yosef so dreaded suffering the ill effects of
beer that he was ready to proclaim a vow not to drink it. And to avoid the temptation of having the vow
annulled, he was ready to proclaim the vow in public, so that it could not be annulled.)

[In Gittin 36a, the Gemara cites a dispute as to whether a vow issued in public can be annulled. Rav
Yosef, evidently, held that such a vow cannot be annulled. The halachah, however, accords with the opinion
(ibid,) that such a vow can be annulled, and it is only a vow made 227 ny7 %y, on public consensus, that




cannot be annulled (see Tosafos).]
24 Water in which flax has been soaked has a particularly foul odor (see Mishnah. Berachos 22b).

25. Le. he should become poor and not be able to afford wine. Thus, his punishment will be measure for
measure [for his reciting Kiddush over the cheaper beer in place of the more costly wine] (Rashbam),

26. Rav recited Kiddush over beer, even though wine was readily available in the city. He did so because he
preferred the beer to wine, and he is of the opinion that Kiddush should be recited over the substance that
one prefers, as he ruled above (106b) with regard to the choice between wine and bread (Rashbam). The
quality of “preference” makes the drink fit for Kiddush even if it is not “wine of the province” [which Rav in
any case does not consider fit for Kiddush, as stated above| (see references cited in Otzar Mefarshei
HaTalmud p. 362 note 78; of. Maharsha; see also Dvar Shmuel at length).

27. “Abba” [literally: father] is an honorific, denoting “my prince and master” (see Rashi, Yevamos 57b 3
Kax "D mm; see also Rashi, Berachos 47a 1 12 0. [Tosafos (Yevamos ibid.), however, explain that
Abba was Rav’s given name; see also Rashbam below, 119b xax i13. It would be quite odd, however, for Rav
Huna, who was a full-fledged disciple of Rav, to refer his teacher by his given name.]

28. Literally: to acquire coins,

29, Le. When the Baraisa states that “we do not recite a blessing over |any beverage| other than wine,” it is
not referring to the blessing that one recites before consuming any food or beverage, but rather to Bircas
HaMazon specifically. That is, we do not recite Bircas HaMazon over a “cup of blessing” containing any
beverage other than wine. [The Baraisa’s ruling disqualifying beer for Bircas HaMazon does not pertain to
places where beer is the “wine of the province.” For since there is universal agreement among the Poskim
that “wine of the province” suffices for Havdalah (see above, note 19), it most certainly suffices for Bircas
HaMazon (Rosh §17 and Orach Chaim 182:2).]

30. |Rashi and Rashbam apparently have the reading nuyovn, a taste, a form of the root oyv found in
Berachos 14a.)

41. We have learned above (105h} that one who recites a blessing over a “cup of blessing” (i.e. Kiddush,
Havdalah or Bircas HaMazon) must “taste” the wine. This Baraisa discusses the amount that must be

drunk (Rashbam).
42, Le. the amount that when pushed to the side of the mouth fills one cheek. Generally, this is less than a
revi’is (see Thsafos et al., from Yoma 80a).

4. Some explain that with regard to Kiddush [in contrast to other blessings recited over wine (see above,
105b note 19)], the reciter himself must drink the cheekful of wine (Geonim, cited by Tur, Orach Chaim
§271). Others maintain that it is sufficient if any of those listening to the Kiddush drinks the cheekful
(Rosh §18; see also Rashbam), while others rule that it is sufficient if the cheekful is distributed among
and drunk by several people (Tosafos, cited by Ritva, Eruvin 79b wipni 13 mK7 &1 1+7). [All three views
are cited in Orach Chaim 271:14,; see there.|

4. My tradition does not specify which “Rav Gidul” taught this Baraisa. Thus it might have been taught
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If There Is No Wine Available for Havdallah

There is an obligation to recite Havdallah on Motza'ei Shabbat specifically over a cup of wine. If
one does not have access to wine, or if drinking wine causes him to feel sick, he may recite
Havdallah over a cup of beer. Beer is suitable for Havdallah because it is an intoxicating
beverage, and it can be drunk in the proper Shiur (quantity). One may not use water, tea, coffee
or juices for Havdallah, because they are not intoxicating, and one may not use hard liquors, such
as scotch or vodka, because one cannot drink the minimum required Shiur of these beverages.
Likewise, one may not recite Havdallah over bread. When Yom Tov falls on Motza'ei Shabbat,
we recite Kiddush and Havdallah together over the same cup of wine. If a person does not have
wine or cannot drink wine for medical reasons, may he use beer in such a case? As far as the
Havdallah is concerned, as we saw, beer qualifies; however, since in this case the cup is used for
Kiddush, as well, perhaps beer cannot be used. What is the Halacha in such a case? The
Shulchan Aruch writes that in this case, too, one may use beer in place of wine. Since Halacha
allows using beer for Havdallah, it is valid in this instance for the Kiddush, as well. If one has
neither wine nor beer, he cannot recite Havdallah until he gains access to one of these beverages.
Is he allowed to eat before reciting Havdallah? Generally speaking, Halacha forbids eating or
drinking on Motza'ei Shabbat before reciting or hearing Havdallah. Would is be forbidden to eat
or drink if one cannot recite Havdallah due to the unavailability of wine or beer? Rabbi Moshe
Halevi cites two opinions on this matter (listen to audio for precise citation). The first view
claims that in such a case, so long as the individual recited the Havdallah in the Shemona Esrei
prayer during Arvit, he may eat and drink despite the fact that he cannot recite Havdallah.
According to the second position, however, if the individual anticipates having access to wine or
beer on the following day, then he must refrain from eating or drinking until he recites Havdallah
on Sunday. Halacha follows the second view, requiring that one refrain from eating and drinking
in such a case until he recites Havdallah on Sunday. If, however, he feels ill or particularly weak,
he may rely on the lenient view and eat and drink. Summary: If one does not have access to wine
for Havdallah on Motza'ei Shabbat, or if he cannot drink wine, he may recite Havdallah over
beer, but not over other beverages or over bread. This applies even on a Motza'ei Shabbat that is
also Yom Tov, in which case Kiddush is recited over this cup, as well. If one has neither wine
nor beer for Havdallah, he cannot recite Havdallah. If he anticipates having access to wine on
Sunday, then he must refrain from eating and drinking until he recites Havdallah on Sunday,
unless he feels ill or very weak, in which case he is allowed to eat even before Havdalla.



Habdala - Using Beverages Other Than
Wine; Drinking the Wine

A number of Halachic authorities, including the Rama (Rav Moshe Isserles of
Cracow, 1525-1572) and the Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-
1909), record a custom to pour some wine out of the Habdala cup after the
conclusion of Habdala, and then extinguish the candle in the wine that was
poured. It is also customary to take some of the leftover wine and place it on
one's eyes and face. This is done for the purpose of Hibub Misva - to
demonstrate our love and affection for the Misvot. The Hid"a (Rav Haim Yosef
David Azulai, 1724-1806) emphasizes that one should not underestimate the
importance of "Shiyureh Misva" — the "leftovers" of a Misva. Showing our love for
that which had been used for a Misva, even if it only the "leftovers," is very
significant, and has the power to save a person from calamity. The Rama also
writes (as understood by the Aruch Ha'shulhan) that it is customary to fill the cup
before Habdala all the way to the rim, so that some wine will automatically spill
when one lifts the cup, as an overflowing cup can bring blessing. This is
mentioned also by the Ben Ish Hai, and this is, indeed, the accepted practice.
Although it is customary to add several drops of water to one’s cup of wine on
other occasions, Rav Haim Vital (1542-1620) taught that this is not done with the
Habdala cup. The Shulhan Aruch writes that one may not recite Habdala over
bread. Kiddush may be recited over bread, because Halacha requires reciting
Kiddush in the framework of a meal, and thus the Kiddush is connected to the
bread. Habdala, however, does not need to be recited in the framework of a
meal, and thus there is no connection at all between Habdala and bread. As
such, one may not recite Habdala over bread. One may, however, recite
Habdala over "Hamar Medina." Hacham Bension Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998)
and Hacham Ovadia Yosef understand this term as referring to intoxicating
beverages which are commonly drunk in the country where one lives. In
contemporary society, this would include beer, scotch, cognac, brandy, and
the like. (Arak would likely qualify as "Hamar Medina" in Israel; it is doubtful
whether it would qualify here in the United States.) Ashkenazim, following the
ruling of Rav Moshe Feinstein (Russia-New York, 1895-1986), maintain that even
non-alcoholic beverages qualify as "Hamar Meding," and thus they allow
reciting Habdala even over milk, tea, coffee and the like. The only criterion
according to Ashkenazic tradition is that the beverage must be something that
a host would serve to a guest for honor, and not merely because the guest is
thirsty. Sephardic tradition, however, as noted by both Hacham Bension Abba
Shaul and Hacham Ovadia Yosef, does not follow this view, and allows reciting
Habdala only on alcoholic beverages. The Mishna Berura (Rav Yisrael Meir
Kagan, 1839-1933) maintains that "Hamar Medina" may be used for Habdala



only if one does not have wine. One who has wine must, according to the
Mishna Berura, use it for Habdala. Hacham Bension Abba Shaul, however,
disagrees, noting a clear distinction between the Shulhan Aruch’s formulations in
the contexts of Kiddush and Habdala. In discussing the laws of Kiddush, the
Shulhan Aruch writes that one who does not have wine may use "Hamar
Medina" for Habdala, whereas in the context of Habdala, he writes simply that
one is allowed to recite Habdala over "Hamar Medina." The clear implication is
that "Hamar Medina" is acceptable for Habdala even if one is able to recite
Habdala over wine. Hacham Ovadia Yosef, in Hazon Ovadia, appears to
disagree with Hacham Bension’s conclusion, as he writes that "one who does
not have wine" may recite Habdala over "Hamar Medina." It would therefore
appear that one should preferably use wine for Habdala, but one who does not
enjoy drinking wine may certainly use beer or other intoxicating beverages, in
accordance with Hacham Bension'’s position. Strictly speaking, it suffices to drink
just 1.7 ounces or so of wine from the Habdala cup. However, since there is a
debate among the Halachic authorities as to whether one who drinks this
amount of the Habdala cup recites a Beracha Aharona, one should preferably
drink a full Rebi'it — 3.2 ounces - so that he will be required to recite a Beracha
Aharona according to all opinions. Summary: One should preferably use wine
for Haobdala, but one who does not like wine may use another common
alcoholic beverage, such as beer. Although Ashkenazim allow using non-
alcoholic beverages for Habdala, Sephardic practice requires using an
intoxicating beverage. One should drink at least 3.2 ounces of wine from the
Habdala cup. It is customary to fill the cup to the top before Habdala, so that
some wine will spill out when one lifts the cup. It is customary after Habdala to
spill out some wine and use that wine to extinguish the candle, and to place
some wine on one’s eyes and face.



