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Week 117

Topic

Mitzvah of Mezuza

e When does the obligation of mezuzah begin?
e The question is what is considered living? When one moves in his belongings-
personal or the furniture? Or is it only when one moves in, is that when one

settles?
¢ Whatis the status of a rented home vis-a-vis the obligation of Mezuza?
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8 Rav Yehuda says: In the case of a borrowed cloak, for the first thirty days it
Is exempt from ritual fringes; from then on it is obligated.
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The Gemara notes: That distinction is also taught in a baraita: In the case of one
who resides in a guesthouse [pundaki] in Eretz Yisrael, or one who rents a
house outside of Eretz Yisrael, for the first thirty days he is exempt from the
mitzva of mezuza; from then on he is obligated. But one who rents a house in
Eretz Yisrael must affix a mezuza immediately, due to the settlement of Eretz
Yisrael.

Argument amongst the Rishonim-
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RASHI HOLDS THAT UNTIL THIRTY DAYS HAVE ELAPSED ONE CAN EASILY CHANGE
HIS MIND ABOUT THE RENTAL. THUS, THE HOUSE IS NOT REALLY HIS TILL THIRTY
DAYS HAS ELAPSED.
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It is considered a TEMPORARY DWELLING AND TEMPORARY DWELLING ONE IS
NOT OBLIGATED IN MEZUZA.

Based on rashi explanation it follows that if one has a long-term contract which
legally obligates the renter for an extended period of time. The obligation is
immediate. As well if the renter fixes it up in a manner which shows he is planning
on living long term, logic dictates that he should put it on right away.



I. There is a difference between rentals and purchases-
Halacha#l: Do not put it too early-
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Maran Ha’Chida therefore writes in his Sefer Birkei Yosef (Orach Chaim, Chapter
19) that if one is about to move into a new home, whether it is rented or
purchased, one should not affix the Mezuzot before one begins residing in the
home, for one is not yet obligated to do so. When one comes to live in the house,
one should immediately recite the blessing of “Likbo’a Mezuzah” and affix the
Mezuzah.

Halacha #2: The question is what is considered living? When one moves in his
belongings- personal or the furniture? Or is it only when one moves in, is that
when one settles?
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Based on the words of Maran Ha’Chida, the Mishnah Berura (Chapter 19,
Subsection 4) writes that one should only recite the blessing on affixing the
Mezuzah immediately before beginning to live in the house, just as one recites a
blessing on a Tallit only immediately before wrapping oneself in it.
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On the other hand, Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”l (in his Halichot Olam,
Volume 8, page 218) disagrees with the Mishnah Berura and writes that one need
not affix the Mezuzah specifically before beginning to live in the house; rather,
one may affix the Mezuzah when one is preparing the house to begin living in it,
such as by bringing some furniture, bedding, and other appliances into the house,
for one becomes obligated in the Mitzvah of Mezuzah from then just as one who
has ten houses must affix Mezuzot on each of them although he only enters the
house once a year and does not live there steadily. He quotes most of the great
Acharonim as ruling likewise.

Our Sages (Baba Metzia 101b and Rashi’s commentary on Pesachim 4a) derive
this from that which is states in the verse, “The doorposts of your home”-only a
doorpost which you go in and out of. The Rambam (end of Chapter 5 of Hilchot
Tefillin) rules likewise.



Il.  What is the status of a rented home vis-a-vis the obligation of
Mezuza?
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One is exempt for mezuza the first thirty days.
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However, as noted by the Ben Ish Hai (Rabbi Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), this applies
only if the contract did not specify the duration of the rental agreement. If it was agreed from the
outset that the tenant would rent the apartment for a period of thirty or more days, then the
tenant must affix Mezuzot on all the doorframes immediately when he moves in. In light of the
different opinions that exist, he should not recite a Beracha when affixing the Mezuzot. This
Halacha is very relevant to those who rent vacation homes for the summer. If one signs a rental
contract for thirty days or longer, then he is required to affix Mezuzot on all the doorframes in
the home immediately when he moves in. It makes no difference whether he rents the residence
from a Jew or gentile. Since from the outset he is given access to the residence for a period of
thirty days, he must affix Mezuzot right away, though without reciting a Beracha. Generally,
people who rent a summer residence do so for the entire season, for 2-3 months. In such cases,
they must ensure to affix Mezuzot right when they move in to the residence. It should be noted
that this entire discussion relates to a rented summer home. If one purchases a summer home,
he must affix Mezuzot immediately, with a Beracha.
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If one rents the residence for no specified period of time, then he is not required to affix Mezuzot
until he has lived in the residence for thirty days. At that point, he must affix the Mezuzot with a
Beracha. If he chooses to place Mezuzot within the first thirty days of living in the residence,
then he does not recite a Beracha, in light of the debate that exists concerning the renter’s
obligation within the first thirty days. In such a case, the renter is not required to remove the
Mezuzot and then reaffix them after thirty days had passed. This is the ruling of Hacham Ovadia
Yosef.

Summary: If a person rents a residence and from the outset he rents it for a period of thirty days
or more, he must affix Mezuzot on all the doorframes of the home, though without a Beracha. If
a person rents a residence without specifying a time-period, then he is required to affix Mezuzot
only once he lived in the residence for thirty days, at which point he must affix the Mezuzot
without reciting a Beracha.
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Halacha #3: When one is vacant from a home in the winter and comes back for the summer-

If a person leaves his home for an extended vacation, such as one who goes away for the
summer, must he recite a new Beracha on the Mitzva of Mezuza when he returns home? The
obligation of Mezuza applies only to a house in which one resides; if a person owns a home but
he does not reside there, he bears no obligation to affix Mezuzot. At first glance, then, when a
person leaves his house for a period of thirty days or more and then returns, thereby
establishing his residence anew, the obligation of Mezuza takes effect at that point, thus
warranting the recitation of a new Beracha.

U |N'0 XNj7 XITAN MAX NA'PY A N"IY

TN DY N'INW 120N NTITA DY W', 0W IT? ONR N7 I XY'Y M2, R1T7 77 nn TR 2N
NT2 DN 'R NNITAD ,VIYD XINT NI L,NT N2 17 NWTN DIXA INTT ATITAN 72V 2% XD 2vnnT IUXRIN
NP7 xnl.

ATINWIT |*TN NNIRDYT , 0 AT'R 7V NN YOI D'AYSI NN NIYY IV IFPOYY7 IN'Yan 171nn DT 7"
,UTN 2I'N DNV 7'NNNLL,ATITNA NN 17V A K7 1IN DT A K7W 0N ’NT NI 7V A inay
12 02,2 "0 X" "o K"an "W ,NT NTIT NIXA DA 1I'R N 1I'RY NYwa n"n 1T 1IN 2 tnnT gui|
INDI07 TTINI I'POYY7 NI0N RXI' 1N NN [MIDWI N7INY N1 1T INIL,0N7W NN 'RT 0NIVD N
v"¥1 (n™ 7"0 'n "o X"an "'wi) 1wa17w) ani TN LT 12 qQUYNNY X7 DT 72V INf70 W 1ndI1 ,anT
w"RN N"NYXT 1A 0"nma Xapy o mT LN

VIYT "IN WX T (0™ "0 D'N NNINA) NIV'WOIL ANDY 'N'RIIELHO0I D12 .190 T X2 20 AT N
yoI11 7"10 2N T2 DA X7'Aanl ATITAN YRR YW 7Y 71 NdIAN DEN K77 ,])02Nn 1RT ATITA A W'y 1
V"N KT ,0an 'R M7 1N "N Ntyn

7271 TN 1IN 1R N7 ATINE N 22 DY TR DM WTINT DNNKR 1'WY7 YOIl INan Ry -071y NN
AITNYT INYTY |I'D OI7A YN N2 YTV 'A DD X7 YONY N1 TN NAIN NTITY 9"YX NTItn Ny 7y
775 NITTm Ny 2y 11270 2'0YII109 TINWD D71 0TITA 21'NN Y791 NN 'R IN171

Rabbi Akiva Eiger (Poland, 1761-1837) discusses this issue in his responsa (#9), where he
writes that logic would indeed dictate reciting a new Beracha in such a case. However, he adds,
the Birkei Yosef (commentary to the Shulchan Aruch by Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulai,
Israel-Italy, 1724-1806) writes (in Orach Chaim, 19) that the Beracha over Mezuza was
instituted to be recited only at the time when it is initially affixed to the doorpost. Therefore, even
though one could argue that, technically speaking, the Mezuza obligation takes effect anew
when one returns home after an extended absence, he nevertheless does not recite a new
Beracha. This is Rabbi Akiva Eiger's conclusion, and the position of Chacham Ovadia Yosef (in
Halichot Olam, vol. 8, p. 242).



lll.  Selling property in Israel to goyim:
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MISHNA: One may not rent a house to a gentile in Eretz Yisrael, and needless to say
one may not rent fields to them,

GEMARA: What is the meaning of the mishna’s statement: Needless to say one may not
allow gentiles to rent fields? Why is the halakha with regard to fields more obvious than the
halakha of houses? If we say that it is because allowing a gentile to rent a field entails two
problems, one of which is aiding gentiles in encamping in the land, and the other one is that
doing so releases the land from the mitzva of separating tithe, this cannot be correct.

The Gemara explains why that cannot be the reason: If that is so, the same can be said
about the prohibition against renting houses, as it also involves two problems: One is aiding
gentiles in encamping in the land, and the other one is that it releases the house from the mitzva
of mezuza. Rav Mesharshiyya says in response: Affixing a mezuza is the obligation of the
resident, rather than an obligation that applies to the house. Therefore, if no Jew lives in a house,
it is not subject to the mitzva of mezuza. This means that by renting a house to a gentile one is not
removing the right to perform the mitzva from the house.
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