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Week 115

Topic

Tefillin with a cast on

TOPIC DISCUSSION




Part #1: Is there an issue of 722n related to Tefillin? Can a person place their Tefillin on top of their
garment of hat?
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Normally, of course, the Tefillin Shel Yad is worn directly on the skin, and not on one’s
shirt.

There are different views, however, as to the reason for this requirement.



This is the view of the Rosh (Rabbenu Asher Ben Yehiel, Germany-Spain, 1250-1327),
who held that one must wear both the Tefillin Shel Rosh and Tefillin Shel Yad directly
on his body.

Teshuvot HaRosh 3:4

(1) That which you asked if one may place their
Tefillin on the arm or head upon an interposition: (2)
You should know that nothing may interpose
between the head Tefillin and the head, not the arm
Tefillin and the arm. This is stated in the Gemara in
Zevahim (19a): "What is the law regarding whether
Tefillin are considered an interposition between the
body and the priestly garments? The verse states, "he
shall wear them on his flesh” - meaning that nothing
should interpose between thm and the body. It further
states, "you shall place the turban upon the head" -
meaning that nothing should interpose between the
head and them. A Berayta is recorded there saying:

"Priests during their service are exempt from Tefillin"
- if it were true that an interposition did not invalidate
Tefillin, then allow placing the head Tefillin upon the
turban and the arm Tefillin upon the robe?! The
reason behind this ruling is based on the verse, "it
shall be a sign upon /al// your hand" - meaning that
nothing should interpose between your arm and them,
like the way it was expounded for for no interposition
between the priestly garments. Likewise, we expound
the verse, "phylacteries between the eyes" - meaning
that nothing should interpose between them and the
area between the eyes.

(3) If one encounters his head Tefillin first, he should
place them aside and first don the arm Tefillin, for we
do not change the order of the verse for the sake of
"not passing over the Misvot". That which it states in
Yoma (32a), "to pass over the head Tefillin for the
arm is forbidden", is to be explained as follows: when
placing the Tefillin in one's bag, be sure to place
them in a manner such that he will encounter the arm
Tefillin first, for if he places the head Tefillin on top
he will be forced to pass over them in favor of the
arm Tefillin, and this 1s a violation for he is passing
over one Misvah for another.
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One possibility is that a "Hasisa" ("disruption”) disqualifies the Misva; meaning, the
obligation is fulfilled by wearing the Tefillin directly on one’s body, and if there is
something in between the Tefillin and the skin, one is not considered to have worn

Tefillin.



However, some Halachic authorities inferred a different view from the comments of the

Rashba (Rabbi Shelomo Ben Aderet of Barcelona, Spain, 1235-1310).

Responsa of Rashba Vol. 3: 282
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One may not wear the Tefillin on his shirt only because the Tefillin Shel Yad should be
covered, as indicated by the verse which states, "Ve’haya Lecha Le’ot Al Yadecha" ("It
shall be FOR YOU a sign upon your arm" — Shemot 13:9). Since one must cover the
Tefillin Shel Yad with his shirt sleeve, he must wear the Tefillin underneath his shirt,
directly on the arm.



Wearing a watch:

Shulchan Arukh. Orach Chayim 27:4

(4) One should not have any object blocking the
tefillin and skin, whether it is the 7 5@ or wx1 Y.
RAMA: This is referring to Tefillin but with straps we
are not careful.
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The Opinion of the Rashba

Indeed, the Rashba writes in one of his responses that the law prohibiting a
separation regarding Tefillin applies only where the box of the Tefillin rests
and this law does not apply to the straps. He nevertheless concludes, “I am
writing this as Halacha. However, practically speaking, one should follow the
custom that people follow to be careful of separations even in the place of the

straps.”

The Rama, the Magen Avraham’s Question, and Maran zt”I’s Explanation
The Rama (in his notation on Chapter 27) quotes the Rashba’s opinion that the
laws of separation apply only to the box of the Tefillin but not to the Tefillin
straps. The Magen Avraham questions this ruling, for the source of this Halacha
Is the response of the Rashba and the Rashba himself concludes that although
this may be the Halacha, practically, one should be careful not to have
separations even in the place of the Tefillin straps! If so, how could the Rama
guote this law as Halacha? The Magen Avraham answers that the Rama
understood that the Rashba only wrote what he did regarding an actual
separation, such as donning Tefillin on top of a garment; however, regarding a
small separation, such as if one has a small strap wrapped around one’s hand,
there is no concern of separation regarding this object. Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia
Yosef zt"l adds based on the words of the great Poskim that whenever we find
a Posek writing a law “as Halacha but not for practice,” this is only meant as his
show of humility, but his opinion can be accepted for practice as well. Based on
this, there is certainly room for leniency to allow wrapping one’s Tefillin straps

over one’s watch.
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The Opinions of Other Poskim

On the other hand, the great Hagaon Harav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, author of
the Tanya, writes that the law prohibiting separations applies to the Tefillin
straps as well; however, he writes that there is only room for concern
regarding the place where the first wrapping of the strap occurs for it is close
to the place where the box of the Tefillin is laid. His words imply that he
agrees to the opinion if the Rama that there is no concern of a small
separation regarding the rest of the windings of the Tefillin straps. Hagaon
Harav Shlomo Kluger and other great Poskim rule likewise based on proofs
and sources. In any event, regarding a watch which is located after the seven
windings of the strap on the arm, there is certainly room for leniency according
to Halacha not to be concerned with a separation.



Wearing a cast:

If a person broke his arm, Heaven forbid, and the arm — which is the arm on which he
normally wears Tefillin — is now covered by a cast from the upper arm until his fingers,

should he wear the Tefillin Shel Yad over the cast?

Beit Yosef, Orach Chaim 27:3:1

Rivash wrote in his responsa to the one who is
concerned about illness - you may act in accordance
with Rashba 2"l who wrote that the head Tefillin may be
worn atop a hat or head covering. He inferred this from
the Rabbinic exposition that the hand Tefillin is "for you
a sign and not for others"... yet since the Rashba did not
rely upon his ruling for practical use we must say that
the Ran also did not intend but to teach that it could be
permissible to place an interposition between the head
Tefillin and the head by letter of the law, but not in
practicality. It appears the Rivash did then not have
access to the Rashba's responsa, but only relied on the
Ran's writing in his name, and took this as the
straightforward ruling. Nevertheless, a person who 1s
sensitive to illness and without a leniency to wear
Tefillin with a cap he would not wear Tefillin at all, one
may rely on his words, for it is better to place Tefillin
upon a cap since this is a fulfillment of the Misvah on a
low level, than to negate the Misvah entirely. It is
possible that this is the intent of Rivash, that even
though he saw the Rashba's responsa which did not
practically allow wearing the head-Tefillin with an
interposition, he 2"l ruled this wear practically since it is
better to wear them upon a cap than to negate the
Misvah of head Tefillin entirely. However, in such a
case one should cover the Tefillin so that others will not
learn to place them upon a cap without an extenuating
circumstance.
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According to their reading of the Rashba’s comments, a "Hasisa" in between the Tefillin
and one’s skin does not invalidate the Misva. However, in a case of one wearing a cast,
this view would allow wearing Tefillin on the cast and then covering it with the
shirtsleeve. Since there is no disqualification of "Hasisa" according to this view, one can
fulfill the Misva by wearing the Tefillin over the cast and then covering it with his sleeve.
Given the difference of opinion in this regard, the Halachic authorities advise a person
with a cast on his arm to wear the Tefillin Shel Yad over the cast, but without reciting a
Beracha. Instead of reciting the Beracha of "Le’hani’ah Tefillin" over the Tefillin Shel
Yad, he should instead recite the Beracha of "Al Misvat Tefillin" over the Tefillin Shel
Rosh, having in mind for the Beracha to apply also to the Tefillin Shel Yad. It should be
noted that this entire discussion applies only in a case where the cast cannot be
removed and it covers the area where the Tefillin box is worn. Ideally, if possible, one
should ask the doctor to apply the cast in a way which allows him to at least wear the
Tefillin box on the muscle of the upper arm. If this is not possible, then the Tefillin
should be worn over the cast, as discussed. Summary: If a person has a cast covering
the entire arm on which he normally wears Tefillin, and the cast cannot be removed,
then he should wear the Tefillin over the cast. In such a case, he recites the Beracha of
"Al Misvat Tefillin" over the Tefillin Shel Rosh, and does not recite a Beracha over the
Tefillin Shel Yad.

Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chavim 27:5

(5) A man who is prone to n'zilut (a certain injury or
condition of the head that makes one's head
susceptible to the cold), and if he wanted to place the
tefillin of the head on his flesh he would not be able to
place them at all, there are those that permit him to
place the tefillin of the head on a thin hat that's near
his head and cover [the tefillin] because of onlookers.
RAMA: And one who places in this way does not make
a blessing on the [tefillin] of the head, he only makes a
blessing on the [tefillin] of the hand [the blessing of] to
place (according to the opinion of the Rashba).
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An Incident Regarding the
Tschebiner Rav zt’l
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Hacham Ovadia Meeting With the Tschebiner Rav

Hagaon Harav Dov Berish Weidenfeld zt”/ of Tschebin, one of the greatest
Torah scholars of Jerusalem in the previous generation, rules stringently on
this matter in his work. When Maran zt”/ met him face to face in his youth, he
pointed out his lenient approach for wrapping the Tefillin straps over one’s
watch recorded in his Responsa Yabia Omer. The Tschebiner Rav told Maran
that he also agreed that there was room for leniency and he only ruled
stringently originally because he thought the watch was placed higher up on
the arm where the first windings of the strap were. However, even he agreed
that there was room for leniency as long as the watch is placed on one’s wrist,

after the seven windings around the arm.

Thus, halachically speaking, one who acts stringently and removes his watch
before donning Tefillin is especially praiseworthy; indeed, this was the custom
of Maran zt”l. However, according to the letter of the law, there is no obligation
to remove one’s watch before donning one’s Tefillin, for the laws of separation
do not apply in this place.

Since we have mentioned the Tschebiner Rav, let us a recount an interesting
incident involving him. Once, more than sixty years ago, a certain rabbi was
seated next to the Tschebiner Rav as he was leaning and there was a copy of
Maran’s “Yabia Omer” in front of him. The rabbi pointed out to the Gaon of
Tschebin, “In my opinion, the author of “Yabia Omer will be one of the
luminaries of the generation.” The Tschebiner Rav replied, “In my opinion, he

is already one of the luminaries of the generation!”



