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When does one make a beracha?

Can a child dip the utensils?
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MISHNA: One who purchases cooking utensils from the gentiles must prepare them for use by Jews in
the following manner: With regard to those utensils whose manner of preparation is to immerse them
in a ritual bath, as they require no further preparation, he must immerse them accordingly. With regard
to those utensils whose manner of preparation is to purge them with boiling water, as those utensils are
used with boiling water, e.g., pots, he must purge them accordingly. With regard to those whose
manner of preparation is to heat until white-hot in the fire, as they are used for grilling, he must heat
them until white-hot in the fire. Therefore, with regard to the spit [hashappud] and the grill
[veha’askela], he must heat them until white-hot in the fire. With regard to the knife, he must polish it
and it is rendered pure.

GEMARA: The Sages taught: And they all require immersion in forty se’a of water, including utensils
that must first be purged in boiling water or heated until white-hot. The Gemara asks: From where is
this matter derived? Rava says: It is derived from that which the verse states with regard to utensils
captured in the battle against the Midianites: “Anything that may tolerate the fire, you shall make to
go through the fire, and it shall be pure” (Numbers 31:23). By stating: “And it shall be pure,” the verse
added to the process another required act of purification in addition to heating the utensil with fire,
which is understood to be immersion.

Bar Kappara teaches an additional source for this halakha: From that which is stated the
continuation of the verse: “Nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of sprinkling
[nidda],” I would derive that the utensils require sprinkling of purification water on the third
and the seventh day of their purification process, as is the halakha in the case of one who is
impure with impurity imparted by a corpse. Therefore, the verse states “nevertheless,”
indicating that the Torah makes a distinction in this case, and that sprinkling on the third and
seventh day are not required.

If that is so, what is the meaning when the verse states: “With the water of sprinkling [nidda]”?
Clearly, the term nidda is referring not to sprinkling but to a menstruating woman, who is also called a
nidda. Accordingly, the verse means that the utensils must be immersed in water in which a
menstruating woman can immerse in order to become pure; and you must say that this is referring to a
ritual bath that contains forty se’a of water.

The Gemara explains that both sources for this halakha are necessary: It was necessary for the Torah to
write “and it shall be pure,” and it was necessary for the Torah to write “with the water of sprinkling,”
because if the Torah had written only “and it shall be pure,” | would say that the verse means: “And it
shall be pure” by immersion in any amount of water. Therefore the Merciful One writes: “With the
water of sprinkling.”

And if the Merciful One had written only “with the water of sprinkling,” | would say that the process
requires the setting of the sun, as is the halakha with regard to a menstruating woman, whose
immersion renders her pure only after sunset. Therefore, the Merciful One writes: “And it shall be
pure,” indicating that the utensils can be purified immediately.
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The Sages taught: One who purchases utensils from the gentiles must prepare them for use in the
following manner: With regard to items that the gentile did not use, one immerses them, and they are
pure. With regard to items that the gentile used for cold food or drink, such as cups and jugs and flasks,
one rinses them and immerses them, and they are pure. With regard to items that the gentile used for
hot food or drink, such as large pots, small kettles [hakumkamusun], and samovars, one purges them
with boiling water and immerses them, and they are pure. With regard to items that the gentile used
with fire, such as spits and grills, one heats them until white-hot and immerses them, and they are
pure.

And with regard to all utensils that one used before immersing and purging and heating them until
white-hot, it is taught in one baraita that the food prepared with them is forbidden, and it is taught in
another baraita that the food prepared with them is permitted.

The Gemara explains: This contradiction is not difficult. This ruling, that the food prepared with such
utensils is forbidden, is according to the one who says that if a forbidden substance imparts flavor to a
permitted food to the detriment of the mixture, the permitted food is forbidden. That ruling, that the
food prepared with such utensils is permitted, is according to the one who says that if a forbidden
substance imparts flavor to a permitted food to the detriment of the mixture, it remains permitted.
Here too, since the flavor of non-kosher food imparted by the utensil detracts from the flavor of the
food, such food is permitted.

The Gemara asks: But according to the one who says that that if a forbidden substance imparts flavor
to a permitted food to the detriment of the mixture then the mixture is permitted, with regard to
utensils of gentiles that require purging, which the Merciful One renders forbidden until they are
purged, how can you find these circumstances when it is actually prohibited to use the utensils until
they are purged? Since utensils impart a detrimental flavor to food that is cooked in them, there seems
to be no reason not to use utensils of gentiles without purging them



Which Vessels Require
Immersion in a Mikveh?
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Vessels and utensils bought from a non-Jew, for instance, when a non-
Jew produced them, require immersion in a Mikveh before use. However, only
vessels that are used for a meal, such as cups, plates, bowls, kettles, and the
like which are used for eating and drinking purposes, require immersion. Other
vessels, such as scissors and the like, do not require immersion in a Mikveh. A
nut-cracker would seem to retain the same law as scissors, which is not
considered a vessel used as part of a meal even if one uses it to cut vegetables
and the like; this is especially true since a nut-cracker only comes in contact
with the shell and not with the actual nut. Nevertheless, Hagaon Harav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach zt”/ rules that one should immerse a nut-cracker without
reciting a blessing. Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”/ writes that according to
the letter of the law, one need not immerse a nut-cracker; however, it is

preferable to act stringently and do so without reciting a blessing.

Only vessels made of metal or glass require immersion in a Mikveh, as the
Torah states regarding the vessels of Midyan (Bamidbar 31), “However,
regarding the gold, silver, copper, iron, tin, and lead etc.” From here we learn
that metal vessels bought from a non-Jew require immersion. Our Sages
enacted that one must immerse glass vessels in a Mikveh as well, as the
Gemara (Avodah Zara 75b) states, “Rav Ashe said: Since when glass is broken
it may be repaired, it is similar to metal and requires immersion.” Rashi explains
that broken glass can be melted down and formed into a vessel; thus, it retains
the same law as metals and requires immersion in a Mikvenh.
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Earthenware and wooden vessels do not require immersion. Earthenware
vessels coated with glass inside and out (such as coffee mugs made of ceramic
and china plates, especially those made in the Far East) require immersion with
a blessing. If it is only coated with glass on the inside, it requires immersion

without reciting a blessing.



Plastic and Porcelain
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Regarding plastic vessels, we have already mentioned in previous Halachot
that the reason earthenware and clay vessels are exempt from immersion is
because when the Torah discusses this obligation in reference to the vessels
of Midyan, only metal vessels were included in this commandment. The
Gemara tells us that Rav Ashe says that since when glass is broken, it may be
repaired by melting it down and forming it into a vessel, it shares the same law
as metals. We see then that according to our Sages, glass vessels must
likewise be immersed. Based on this, it would seem that the same should apply
to plastic vessels; since they can be melted down and formed into vessels, they
should be comparable to glass and require immersion in a Mikveh.

Nevertheless, Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”/ writes that since glass only
requires immersion by virtue of a rabbinic enactment and not by Torah law, only
a substance that existed during the times of our Sages can be included in the
enactment requiring them to be immersed. Plastic, however, which did not yet
exist in the times of our Sages cannot be included in this enactment although
they are indeed similar to glass vessels in this aspect. On the other hand,
Hagaon Harav Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss zt/, head of the rabbinical court of the
Eidah Ha’Charedit, rules in his responsa that plastic vessels indeed require
immersion. Nonetheless, he later writes (in his Responsa Minchat Yitzchak,
Volume 4) that after seeing the opinion of Maran zt”/, he has changed his mind
and now rules in accordance with Maran zt’/ that plastic vessels do not require
immersion in a Mikveh and they may be used immediately after purchasing
them.

Regarding porcelain vessels and dishes, the Sefer Kenesset Ha'Gedolah
(authored by Hagaon Harav Chaim Benbenishti zt”/, pupil of Hagon Harav
Yosef of Tarani, who lived approximately four-hundred years ago) writes that
the custom is to absolve them of immersion, for only vessels which are actually



glass and are able to be repaired by melting them down and forming them into
vessels require immersion since they are similar to metals; however, since
porcelain vessels cannot be repaired once they are broken, they are similar to
wooden and earthenware vessels which do not require immersion.

Therefore, porcelain vessels (i.e. genuine porcelain; not all glazed earthenware
or china vessels or dishes are considered porcelain) do not require immersion

and one may be lenient and use them immediately after buying them.



The Laws of Immersing Vessels in a Mikveh
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New vessels used for eating and serving which are bought from a non-Jew
(such as most utensils produced outside of Israel) must be immersed in a
Mikveh before being used. The Torah states (Bamidbar 31) that after the Jewish
nation fought against the nation of Midyan and they returned from the war with
the spoils, Hashem commanded them to immerse the vessels from the spoils
in a Mikveh (Chullin 75b). Nevertheless, although immersing metal vessels is a
Torah commandment, immersing glass vessels is only a rabbinic enactment,
which results in several halachic ramifications (for instance, a minor, i.e. a boy
under the age of thirteen or a girl under the age of twelve, may not be sent to
Immerse vessels in a Mikveh which are required to be immersed by Torah law,
such a metal vessels; however, a child may be sent to immerse vessels which
require immersing by rabbinic law and the child is likewise believed that he has
carried out his mission.)

Before one immerses a vessel in the Mikveh, one must recite a blessing on this
Mitzvah. If one is only immersing one vessel, one recites the blessing of “Asher
Kideshanu Bemitzvotav Vetzivanu Al Tevilat Keli.” If one is immersing two or
more vessels, one recites, “Al Tevilat Kelim.” If one has recited the “Al Tevilat
Kelim” blessing for one vessel or the “Al Tevilat Keli” for several vessels, one
has fulfilled his obligation and one need not repeat the blessing.

When one immerses the vessel, it must be immersed all at once and must be
completely submerged in the waters of the Mikveh. Even if the vessel is large
or long, one may not immerse half of it and then immerse the other half, for this
kind of immersion is invalid.

In most communities where there is a Torah-observant Jewish population and
a Mikveh for people, there is usually a separate Mikveh designated for
immersing vessels. One must be careful that all of the vessels in one’s home



have been immersed in a valid Mikveh, for as long as they have not been, the
vessels may not be used for eating or drinking. Nevertheless, if one mistakenly
transgresses this law and uses the dishes or vessels, the food does not become

forbidden for consumption.




