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Lag Ba'omer

Refuah Shelema Eliyahu Ben Berta




Week 108

Topic

Iyl 17

TOPIC DISCUSSION

This year, 5781/2021, when do we take haircuts since it is a Friday?

Are there people that do not take haircuts till Shavuot? Does it apply
to shaving as well?

When is music allowed?
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In the Baraisa quoted above, R' Yehudah was introduced as 0ipn 522 omamn wxa, the

first of the speakers in every place. The Gemara now questions how he received this unusual

appellation:

The Gemara relates how this occurred:
VRW 137 Y01 137 TN 37 AT — It once happened that R’ Yehudah, R’ Yose, and R’

Shimon ben Yochai were sitting together, ¥m323 o™ 12 7 22m) — and Yehudah ben
Gerim ' was sitting next to them. X1 7™ 27 nng — R’ Yehudah opened the

discussion and said: 11 X S rwyn ok M3 — “How admirable are the deeds of

opR 933 omaen wxa MY 1R XK1 — And why did they call him “the first of the
this nation! [Le. the Romans, who ruled Eretz Yisrael at the time] Dpnw wpn —

speakers in every place”™?




Throughout the land, they have established marketplaces, ' o™wi upn — they have
established bridges over waterways, Mxynm upn — and they have established
bathhouses!”
pnw w» 17 — Upon hearing R’ Yehudah’s praise of the Roman occupation, R’ Yose
remained silent. Mx) WM 13 1vnw 2 MY — R’ Shimon ben Yochai, however,
answered him and said: maxy Tn¥% xhx upn x5 wpnw ma %3 — “Everything they
established, they established only to serve their own needs. 112 2w Ppaw wpn
mm — They established marketplaces in order to quarter harlots therein; nMxynan
myy 1712 15 — they made bathhouses in order to beautify their own bodies; o)
oan 11 Y% — and they built bridges in order to collect tolls from those who traverse
them.”

The Gemara relates the aftermath of this discussion:
DIM3T W) B 13 M %1 — Yehudah ben Gerim, who witnessed the exchange
between these Tannaim, went and recounted their words to some of his associates,”™
mabn% wrwn — and eventually, [reports] of the conversation were heard by the
governing authorities. Y% — [The authorities| then proclaimed the following decree:
moww i — Yehudah, who elevated the stature of the Romans, n%ym — he too shall
be elevated. " pnyw W — Yose, who remained silent and failed to praise the Romans
himself, YM2'¥% n% — he shall be exiled to the town of Tzippori. " npmw nynw — And
Shimon ben Yochai, who denigrated the Romans, 297" — he shall be executed.
RYYT 2 Wwp i X 91x — Upon hearing that a death sentence had been passed upon
him, [R’ Shimon ben Yochai] and his son, R’ Elazar, ran away and hid in a study hall. 53
IR WY v mn kY — Every day, [R' Shimon's] wife would bring them xn2) xno™
I3 X7 — bread and a small pitcher of water, and they would eat this to sustain
themselves. xnvn gpn 2 — When, however, the decree intensified, i.e. the Romans
escalated their hunt for the fugitives, ma% m% "mx — [R’ Shimon) said to his son: oW
1oy 1%z 1nvT — “The minds of women are easily swayed; ' 12 x%m 1% myym xpbm
— perhaps [the Romans] will torture [your mother] and she will reveal our hiding
place to them.”

With this consideration in mind, the two sought out a more secure hiding place, whose
location would be unknown even to R' Shimon's wife:
Xnyna wy Y918 — They then went and hid themselves in a cave. Food was thus no
longer brought to them, Xpn MR — but a miracle happened xpy) X310 N M
XM — and a carob tree and a spring of water were created for them, and they drew

their sustenance from these sources.””
The Gemara recounts their daily routine in hiding:

v nbwn v — They would shed their clothes x5na Xy Ty am nm — and
would sit covered in sand up to their necks. " w7 xpn %13 — All day long they
would study together,” ¥ 103Mm wab Mmby 17'wa — and when the times for prayer
arrived, they would dress, cover themselves, and pray. v mbwn 97m — Then, they
would return and shed their clothes, immersing themselves in sand once again, %1 2
192%% %7 — so that [their clothes] would not wear out from prolonged use.
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The Gemara continues:

Xnyna R emn xR — They dwelled secluded in the cave for twelve years, Xnx
RNIYNT XOMDX 0) ¥19x — Then, one day, Elijah the prophet came and stood at the
mouth of the cave, "X — and he proclaimed: 29p M7 1 2% My 189 — “Who will
inform the son of Yochai that the Caesar has died, mnm 503 — and that the decree
has been annulled?” pp3 — R’ Shimon ben Yochai and his son heard this, and they
emerged from the cave.

YWPKR N — As they ventured back to civilization, they saw some people W91 1272 Xp7 —
who were plowing a field and sowing crops there. "X — Angered by this, [R’ Shimon
ben Yochai)] declared: nmyw »wna opow) 09w v pnun — “[These people] are forsaking
the pursuit of the life of the World to Come, and occupying themselves instead with
the concerns of the transitory life!” ™ ympy mnuw opn 53 — And thereafter,
everywhere [R’ Shimon ben Yochai and his son] would cast their gaze, 0w 1 —
[the object] of their vision would immediately be incinerated. " on% myx) 5p na mnn
— Finally, a heavenly voice rang out and proclaimed to them: anxy mby amnnb —
“Have you emerged from seclusion in order to destroy My world? nanayn% mvn —
Return to your cave!”

5nx 1 — So [the two] went and returned to the cave, XKW Y 99™N @WMX — and
dwelled there another twelve months, a full year in all. ™nax — At that point, they said
to themselves: wan wy ouw oima owwn vewn — The sentence of evildoers in
Gehinnom endures for no more than twelve months; ' perhaps our sentence has expired
by now as well. T %9 N2 ¥ — A heavenly voice then rang out and proclaimed:
DaNIYHN IKY — “Emerge from your cave!”

The Gemara recounts their second return to civilization:
o) — They emerged from the cave, and again encountered people seeking their livelihood
through ordinary means. 2% 37 ' m7 X9 93 — This time, though, everywhere R’
Elazar would destroy something through his fiery gaze, nynw 21 on M — R’ Shimon,
his father, would heal it.""" 1% "mx — Presently, [R’ Shimon said to R’ Elazar]: o%w% v u2
X UK — “My son, the world has enough total devotees of Torah study in you and me
alone; we need not hold others to our standard of devotion and diligence.”

The Gemara continues:
Xnaw HynT XU M3 — As night began to fall late Friday afternoon, X39 Xvy wn —
|R’ Shimon and his son] saw a certain old man XpxX MR ™Mn VP M7 — who was
clutching two bundles of myrtles, "' mwnwn 1 v — and was running home with
them as twilight descended. Mm% ymx — They said to him: 7% Mm% w1 — “These myrtle
bundles; for what do you need them?” 1% "mx — He answered them: naw m123% — “They
are in honor of the Sabbath.” 1na 7% nem — [R' Shimon and his son] questioned: “But
could you not have sufficed with just one bundle?” "mw =733 7m M1 M2 N — He
answered them: “One is for zachor, and one is for shamor.,” ' n‘n;’? ™% mx — Hearing
this, [R’ Shimon] said to his son: Yx7¢ Sy miyn pavan ms 10 — “Look how cherished
the mitzvos are to the Jewish people; each nuance of the law they celebrate separately!”
MmNyt 20 — And they were appeased.
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QUESTION

Why are we happy with Rabbi Shimon’s demise?
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Most people commonly refer to Lag
Ba’'Omer as being the day that Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai passed on. However,
Hagaon Sho'el U'Meshiv expressed
wonder about this, for if so, we
should not be joyful at all as one does
not rejoice about the demise of the
righteous! Nevertheless, the Responsa
Shem Aryeh writes that the reason why
we rejoice on this day is because of what
the Gemara )Shabbat 33b) writes that
the evil kingdom had decreed death
upon Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and a
miracle occurred and hid in a cave and
was saved from certain death by the
hands of the wicked Romans. We must
therefore celebrate joyously on the day
he departed from this world in a natural
way in order to give thanks for the
miracle that happened to him.

Regarding the actual idea that Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai passed away on Log
Ba'Omer. Maran Ha'Chida writes that it
is incorrect that Rabbi Shimon passed
away on this day and whoever says so
is mistaken. He proves this from the
teachings of Hagaon Rabbeinu Shmuel
Vital who writes lengthily about the deep
secrets of the Omer period and especially
Log Ba'Omer and he does not mention
once that this day is the anniversary of
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai's passing. He
therefore writes that the reason for the
joy and celebration on this day is possibly
because Rabbi Akiva began teaching his
five pupils who rejuvenated the world
by disseminating their
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Torah all over the world and this spring
indeed gave us life until this very day.
Similarly, Hagaon Peri Chadash writes
that the primary reason for rejoicing
on this day is because of the students
of Rabbi Akiva who stayed alive and
spread Torah to the entire world. Since
from this day on these students stayed
among the living, therefore we hold
festivities on this day.

Some customarily visit the grave of
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai on the day
of Lag Ba’'Omer and to pray and read
as much Tehillim as they can there.
However, every individual must think
deeply before performing any action
to see if it will indeed be worthy before
Hashem. Thus, before one decides to
visit the graves of the righteous on Lag
Ba’Omer, one must evaluate whether
this is indeed worthwhile in all aspects.

The Sefer Sedeh Chemed writes that
on the day of Lag Ba’'Omer, the secrets
of the Torah were revealed by Rabbi
Shimon bar Yochai. This was also the day
that Rabbi Shimon received Semicha
(ordination), It is for this reason that
we rejoice on this day. He writes that
the Torah scholars in Teveria in his
generation wrote likewise,
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Rabbeinu Chaim Vital (principle pupil
of the holy Arizal) writes: *| have seen
my master, the Arizal, visit the graves
of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his son
Rabbi Elazar on the day of Lag Ba’'Omer.
He and his entire family stayed there
for three days. This was during the first
time that he arrived from Egypt (the
Arizal lost his father at a young age and
he and his mother went to live with
his uncle in Egypt). However, | do not
know if at that point he was an expert
in the tremendous wisdom he gleaned
afterwards. Rabbi Yonatan Sagis has
told me that before | had gone to learn
by my master, Rabbeinu Ha'Arizal took
his young son there along with his entire
family and it was there that he shaved
his son’s head in accordance with the
known custom. He made there a day of
joy and feasting. | have written all of this
in order to show that there is a source
for the aforementioned custom..

Hagaon Harav Yonah Navon zt"/ (Rebbe
of Maran Ha'Chida) writes that the
custom in the holy city of Jerusalem has
become to hold joyous festivities when
a child receives his first haircut because
of the Mitzvah of not cutting the hair
on the side of the head (side locks)
completely and by doing so, the Mitzvah
of "Do not round off the corners of your
head- is fulfilled.
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This yearr:
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We have explained in a previous daily Halacha (see the Halacha entitled "Lag BaOmer- Cutting
Hair, Weddings, Music, and More"), that Sephardim do not take hair cuts until the 34th day of
the Omer. This is unlike the Ashkenazim who take hair cuts from the 33rd day of the Omer. So
the question was asked about a case that is occurring this year 5781 (2021). Would it be
permissible for a Sephardi to take a hair cut on the 33rd day of the Omer if the 34th day of the
Omer falls out on Shabbat? Maran writes clearly in Shulchan Aruch that yes in deed, it is
permissible for Sephardim to take a hair cut on the 33rd day of the Omer when the 34th day of
the Omer falls out on Shabbat. One would not have to wait until Sunday. For that matter,
Chacham Ovadia Yoseph writes in Yichaave Da’at in Helek 4, siman 32 that it is permissible to
get a hair cut on Friday at any time. One does not have to wait until the afternoon. One can get
a hair cut in the morning if he wants. As a mater of fact, Chacham Ovadia Yoseph says a
person can even get a hair cut the night before (33rd of the Omer at night) if there is sufficient
cause. For example, one can take a hair cut the night before if he has a business appointment
the next morning, or if he can not get a hair cut appointment during the day, or if he needs to
attend a Simcha.

Music:

One may listen to music already on Lag Ba'omer only as part of the celebration of this festive
day.

It is permissible to listen to music on Lag Ba'omer (assuming, of course, that the music is
appropriate) only in order to celebrate the occasion. Otherwise, music is forbidden until the 34th
day.



Haircuts not till Shabuot?
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Chacham Ben Tzion Aba Shaul in his recently published book ‘Or L’Tzion 3’ discussed the
Minhag of the Kabalists who do not take hair cuts for the 49 days of the Omer. The Arizal (Rabbi
Yitzchak Luria, otherwise known as The Ari) also says this, however Chacham Ben Tzion holds
that this restriction only applies to hair and not to beards. Therefore, even if someone wants to
follow the Arizal and the Kabalists and refrain from taking a hair cut throughout all 49 days, he
may however shave on the 34th day (the 33rd this year).



