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And Rava also said: Any commerce is prohibited on the intermediate days of a Festival. Rabbi Yosei bar
Avin said: But with regard to a matter that, if left unattended, will result in significant loss, it is
permitted. The Gemara relates that Ravina once had a joint business venture that could have been sold
for six thousand dinars, but he delayed selling it until after the intermediate days of a Festival, and he
sold it then for twelve thousand dinars.

It is further related that Ravina had lent money to the residents of the fortress of Shanvata. He came
before Rav Ashi and said to him: What is the halakha with regard to going to them now, on the
intermediate days of the Festival, to collect my debt? Rav Ashi said to him: Since it is now that you will
find them, whereas on other days you will not find them, as during the year these people would travel
from place to place to earn their livelihood, this is treated like merchandise that will be lost, and it is
therefore permitted.
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Chol Ha'Mo’ed

The days between the first and seventh days (outside of Israel between the
second and eighth days) of the Pesach holiday and the days between the first
day of Sukkot and the holiday of Shemini Atzeret (outside of Israel between the
second day of Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret) are called “Chol Ha’Mo’ed’- the
intermediate days of the holiday. The Torah calls these days “Occasions of
Holiness” and we mention this idea in the Mussaf prayer of Chol Ha’Mo’ed as
well. It is a Mitzvah to study more Torah than usual on these days, for words of
Torah gladden the heart. One may not perform work on these days, so as not
to treat these days as any other mundane weekdays which have no sanctity at
all. On the other hand, not all forms of work are forbidden on these days, for
their sanctity is not as great as Yom Tov; rather, only several forms of work are
forbidden. Any work which will be lost and not able to be performed after the
holiday if it not performed on Chol Ha’Mo’ed may indeed be performed during
these days. Thus, if one knows that if he does not go to work on Chol Ha’Mo’ed,
he will be dismissed from his job, he may indeed continue to work during these
days.

It is likewise proper to wear nice and clean clothing as well as eat and drink
tasty foods and beverages in honor of Chol Ha’Mo’ed. It is a positive Torah
commandment to be glad on Chol Ha’Mo’ed. It is preferable, wherever possible
for one to make two meals with Matzah a day during Chol Ha’Mo’ed Pesach,
once in the morning and once at night. Furthermore, it is a Mitzvah to delight
over meat and wine. It is nevertheless not obligatory to eat a bread (Matzah)
meal during Cho Ha’Moed. It is likewise a Mitzvah to gladden one’s wife and
older daughters during the festival through buying them nice clothing and



jewelry based on one’s individual financial means. One should also purchase
sweets and goodies for his younger children.

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Mo’ed Katan, Chapter 2, Halacha 3) states: “Rabbi
Abba bar Mamal said: If only | had whom to join me and annul the edict of our
Sages, | would allow performing work on Chol Ha’Mo’ed, for the reason why
work is forbidden on Chol Ha’Mo’ed is in order for the people to eat, drink, and
study Torah; now, however, they eat drink, and act frivolously.” Maran Rabbeinu
Ovadia Yosef zt’l deduces from here that the prohibition to act in a frivolous and
light-hearted manner on Chol Ha’Mo’ed is more severe than the prohibition to
perform work during these days, for the intention of the Torah’s giving festivals
to the Jewish nation was in order for them to come closer to Hashem, His Torah,
and His Mitzvot.
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The Mishna Berura (work by Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin, 1839-1933), in a very
important passage, cites a comment made by Rabbi Abba Bar Mamal in the Talmud
Yerushalmi.

Rabbi Abba remarked that if he had the support of his colleagues, he would have
permitted work during Hol Ha’'mo’ed. Even though Halacha imposes certain restrictions
on working during the days of Hol Ha’'mo’ed, Rabbi Abba nevertheless felt that the
Rabbis should have allowed it. He explained that Halacha imposes these restrictions
only so that people could spend this time eating, drinking and studying Torah. Instead,
Rabbi Abba observed, people spend Hol Ha'mo'ed eating, drinking and engaging in
vanity. Rabbi Abba saw that the free time made available by the restrictions on work
was being spent on all kinds of unconstructive activities, rather than being used for
Torah learning. He therefore felt that it would be preferable to lift the restrictions on
work, so that people would at least be productive rather than waste precious time.
Along the same lines, the Mishna Berura cites a comment of the Kolbo (Rav Aharon of
Lunel, 1280-1330) that it is a far more grievous sin to engage in frivolity during Hol
Ha'mo’ed than to work during Hol Ha'mo’ed. Therefore, one must utilize his time during
Yom Tob and Hol Ha'mo'ed to involve himself in Torah study to a greater extent than he
normally does.
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The Shulchan Aruch (545:2) discusses various restrictions that apply to writing during
Chol Ha'mo'ed. As Chacham Bentzion Abba Shaul (Jerusalem, 1924-1998) notes, the
Shulchan Aruch refers in this discussion only to writing that involves "Ma'aseh Uman,"
skilled craftsmanship. Normal, everyday writing with a pen, which is an elementary task
that requires no particular skill or training, is permissible on Chol Ha'mo'ed, provided that
it serves a practical purpose. Thus, one may write a shopping list before going to the
supermarket on Chol Ha'mo'ed so that he can remember to purchase all the items
needed. Other examples include filling deposit slips or signing checks, writing down
important phone numbers, and writing words of Torah. Writing is permissible in all these
cases on Chol Ha'mo'ed. Halacha forbids on Chol Ha'mo'ed only writing that serves no
purpose, or writing in a skilled manner, such as the special writing of a Sofer (scribe). A
Sofer may not practice his craft on Chol Ha'mo'ed, except to prepare a Torah scroll
that a congregation needs for the holiday.
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The Shulhan Aruch, amidst his discussion of the restrictions on writing during Hol
Ha'mo’ed, rules that if a person hears or develops a "Hiddush," a new Torah insight,
during Hol Ha'mo’ed, he may write it down, since he might otherwise forget the idea
(Orah Haim 546:9). The Mishna Berura, in a fascinating and revealing comment, claims
that this is permissible even if one is confident that he will not otherwise forget the new
insight. He writes that at every moment one bears an obligation to study Torah to the
best of his ability, which includes arriving at new insights into the Torah. If a person
develops a "Hiddush" during Hol Ha'mo'ed and waits to write it down until after the
holiday, then he is wasting those moments after the holiday that should be used for
developing new "Hiddushim." This would be a misuse of the tfime which he should be
utilizing for arriving at new insights. Writing is permitted on Hol Ha'mo’ed to avoid a loss
("Dabar Ha'abed"), the Mishna Berura notes, and there is no greater loss than losing
time from Torah study. Therefore, regardless of whether or not one fears he will forget
the idea he learned, he should write it down immediately, on Hol Ha'mo’ed, so that the
time after the holiday could be used for developing additional new insights. The Mishna
Berura adds that the Bah (Rav Yoel Sirkis, Poland, 1561-1640) wrote his famous
commentary to the Tur during Hol Ha'mo'ed. Therefore, those who attend Torah classes
during Hol Ha'mo’ed and wish to take notes may certainly do so. Summary: The
holidays were given for the purpose of celebrating as well as Torah study, and one must
therefore ensure to use the free time on Yom Tob and Hol Ha'mo'ed for Torah learning.
Although there are restrictions on writing during Hol Ha'mo'ed, it is permissible to write
down on Hol Ha’'mo'ed new Torah insights that one hears or develops.
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Halacha imposes certain limitations on making purchases during Hol Ha'mo'ed.
While it is clear that one is allowed to purchase food and other items that he
needs for the holiday, one may not purchase extra items for after the holiday.
Meaning, if a person is shopping for the holiday and figures that he might as well
buy large quantities to last him even beyond the Yom Tob, this is forbidden.

Rav Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) clarifies that one does not have to make a
precise calculation of his needs for the Yom Tob, but it is forbidden to knowingly
purchase products that will not be needed until after the holiday. The Halachic
authorities address the question of whether one may buy during Hol Ha'mo’ed
products which are sold in bulk. For example, if a person is shopping for the
holiday in Costco, and the item he needs for the Yom Tob is sold only in a
quantity that is far larger than what he needs during the holiday, may he
purchase the product? The Halachic authorities rule that since this is how the
store sells the product in question, and generally the price is discounted when
buying in bulk, one may make such a purchase. Thus, for example, if one needs
a couple of towels for the Yom Tob and the only towels in the store are sold in
units of 12, he may purchase a unit of 12 towels. Rav Moshe rules that one may
not return an item to a store for a refund during Hol Ha'mo’ed. As thisis a
transaction which is not needed for the Yom Tob, it is forbidden. Rav Moshe
makes an exception in the case where one needs money for his Yom Tob
purchases. If one has no money and needs cash to be able to buy what he
needs for the holiday, then he may return items to a store to get his refund.
Another exception is a case where the refund is only granted for a limited time.
If one will lose the refund if he does not return the item until after Yom Tob, then
he may return it during Hol Ha’'mo'ed in order to avoid this financial loss. Finally,

Rav Moshe ruled that one may not buy or sell shares of stock during Hol
Ha'mo’ed, as these transactions are not necessary for the holiday. Here, too, an



exception is made in the case of somebody who needs money for his Yom Tob
purchases; such a person may sell shares of stock so he can buy what he needs
for the holiday. Another exception is one who knows that if he does not sell his
stock, the stock’s value will go down below the principal price at which he
purchased if. In such a case, one may sell the stock to avoid a financial loss.
However, one may not sell the stock in order to avoid losing profit, as
transactions on Hol Ha'mo'ed are allowed only to prevent financial loss, and not
to avoid loss of profit.

Summary: It is permissible to buy on Hol Ha'mo'ed items which one needs for the
holiday. Other purchases may not be made, except to avoid a financial loss.
One may buy items in bulk if this is how they are sold, even if he does not need
the entire quantity for the Yom Tob. One may sell something or return
merchandise for a refund on Hol Ha'mo'ed only if he needs the money for his
Yom Tob expenses, or to avoid a financial loss. Selling to avoid a loss of profit is
not allowed on Hol Ha'mo'ed.
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Chacham Ovadia Yosef, in his work Chazon Ovadia (p. 190), writes that it is a Mitzva to
shave and cut one's hair before Yom Tov so that he is properly groomed on the festival.
On Hol Ho'mo'ed, however, it is forbidden to shave or take a haircut, due to a
Rabbinical enactment recorded already in the Mishna. Although some authorities
permitted shaving and haircutting on Hol Ha'mo'ed in situations where one could not
shave or cut his hair before Yom Tov, Halacha follows the stringent view, which forbids
shaving and haircutting on Hol Ha'mo'ed even in such cases.

If a Berit Mila is performed during Hol Ho'mo'ed, would it be permissible for the child's
father, the Mohel and the Sandak to shave and cut their hair in honor of the Berite In
other cases where Halacha forbids shaving and haircutting, dispensation is indeed
given to a father, Mohel and Sandak at a Berit Mila. During the period of Sefirat
Ha'omer, the practice is to refrain from shaving and haircutting, yet, when a Berit occurs
in this period, Halacha allows the father, Mohel and Sandak to shave in honor of the
Berit. Does this provision apply to Hol Ha'mo'ed, as well2 Chacham Ovadia cites from a
work entitled "Va'yomer Yitzchak" which rules stringently in this regard (listen to audio for
precise citation). Halacha allows the father, Mohel and Sandak to shave and cut their
hair during Sefirat Ha'omer because shaving and haircutting are not strictly forbidden
during these periods. We refrain from shaving and haircutting merely as a Minhag, a
custom that the Jewish people have taken upon themselves. On Hol Ha'mo'ed,
however, shaving and haircutting are forbidden according to the strict Halacha, as
mentioned already in the Mishna. We therefore cannot allow one to shave or cut his
hair on Hol Ha'mo'ed even in honor of a festive occasion such as a Berit Mila. Summary:
It is a Mitzva to shave and cut one's hair in preparation for Yom Tov. On Hol Ha'mo'ed
one may not shave or cut his hair, even if he did not have the opportunity to do so
before Yom Tov, and even if he is the father, Mohel or Sandak at a Berit Mila.



