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370 7'7- Seder Night

Refuah Shelema Eliyahu Ben Berta




Week 105

Topic

Massa

TOPIC DISCUSSION

The mitzvot of the night

I.  What are the obligations that | have the night of the
Seder?
Il. nanwa an- why is this night different than any other night
of the year of remembering the exodus of Egypt?
Il. Why do we have Matza separate and then have it again,
with Maror during Korech?
IV. How much Matza is one required to have each time?
V. Amlallowed to add something to the matza when | am

eating it?

Focus of the night:

1. Pesach
2. Matza
3. Maror
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l. Source:
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“Seven days you should have Matza (optional), but on the nights of the Seder you are
obligated to have Matza"

1. Gemara:
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The Gemara discusses the nature of the obligation to eat matzah and maror in the post-
Temple era:
X217 mx — Rava said: XnM7IXT 107 a2 ¥n — Nowadays, when there is no pesach
offering, matzah is a Biblical obligation 12277 "2 — and maror is only a Rabbinic one.

The Gemara asks:
1) X3 kD1 — But why does maror differ? o™ nixn-by,, 21n37 — Is it not because
it is written ;"' with matzos and bitter herbs shall they eat it (the pesach), which implies
nos X3IXT 12 — that when there is a pesach offering M7 W' — there is a Biblical
obligation to eat maror along with it, nps N;"?j 1121 — but when there is no pesach
offering, which is the state of affairs nowadays, 11" X3"9 — there is no Biblical obligation
to eat maror? 23N X7 M3 ¥R — If so, with regard to matzah as well it is written: -5y,
"N MY — with matzos and bitter herbs shall they eat it!"" Inasmuch as the verse
teaches that there is no Biblical mitzvah to eat maror in the absence of a pesach offering, it
should similarly teach that there is no Biblical mitzvah to eat matzah under those
circumstances, — 7 —

The Gemara answers:
XIp M2 970 10Mm ¥n — The verse reiterates the Biblical obligation regarding matzah,
“N¥R YIRN 23, — in the evening you shall eat matzos, " thereby establishing that it
is operative even in the post-Temple era.”

What Massa Must be Used for the Seder Night?

There is a positive commandment to eat Massa on the night of the Seder. The
Halacha requires that this Massa be "Massa Shemura," literally meaning Massa
that was watched.
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The Rambam and Maran understand this o mean that the Massa must be
watched and protected from becoming Hames. There is a debate among the
Rishonim (Early Authorities) regarding from what point the Massot requires
watching. Maran writes that it is "good" to watch the wheat for the Massot
"MiShaat Kesira"-from the time of reaping. Although the word "good" implies that
it is not mandatory, Hacham Ben Sion and Hacham Ovadia both recommend
that one fulfill the Misva with such Massa.

Massa watched from the reaping is generally the Massa commonly sold under
the label of "Massa Shemura." Nevertheless, even if the watching of the Massa
began later, from the time of the grinding or even the kneading, it is also
considered Massa Shemura. This means that if one cannot obtain Massa
Shemura watched from the reaping, any Massa bearing a seal of kosher
supervision could be considered Massa Shemura, since it was protected from
becoming Hames, at least from the time of kneading.
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However, there is another element required for the Massa of the Misva. It must
be prepared with specific intention for the sake of the Misva. This is the basis for
the ruling of Maran in Siman 460 that non-Jews, the mentally incompetent and
minors are not permitted to knead or bake the Massa for the misva. These
people are not capable of such intent.

Hacham Ben Sion clearly adopts this ruling and renders Massa not baked for the
sake of the Misva unfit. He goes so far as to say that, in principle, such Massa
would be permitted to eat on Ereb Pesah. Even though it is prohibited to eat
Massa on Ereb Pesah, nonetheless, since one cannot fulfill his obligation with this
Massa, theoretically, it could be eaten. Nevertheless, he concludes, for other
reasons, that it should not be eaten.

Rav Haim Palachi (Turkey, 1788-1869 ) in his Moed L’'kol Hai (3:19) writes that one
should make the effort and be willing to pay more money for the opportunity to
use Massa Shemura MiShaat Kesira, guarded from the time of reaping. When it
comes to the Massot, the highlight of the Seder, one should not look for a
bargain, as Hashem spared no expense when he took us out of Egypt. Hacham
Ben Sion recommends that one eat Massa Shemura all Pesach long, in order to
fulfill the opinion of the Rambam and the Rif.
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Shemura Matzah

The Matzah one uses to fulfill one’s obligation on the night of the Seder must
be made from wheat which was guarded from the time of harvest. This is what
is commonly referred to a “Shemura Matzah,” i.e. Matzah made from wheat
guarded from the time of its harvest to make sure not even a drop of water
came in contact with it. It is especially preferable that these Matzot be hand-
made for the sake of Matzah being used for the Mitzvah. Since there are
many issues that can easily arise and bring the Kashrut of the Matzah into
guestion, one should take care to purchase Matzah only from a bakery that is
under the supervision of a reputable Kashrut organization. Nowadays, thank-
G-d, there hand-made (round) Matzah that are made especially for the Seder
under strict rabbinical supervision are readily available and one should try to
purchase such Matzah for the Pesach Seder.
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“Al Achilat Matzah”

The blessing of “Al Achilat Matzah” should only be recited on the Seder night
(both nights outside of Israel). Nevertheless, on the rest of the days of Pesach
when eating Matzah is not obligatory, this blessing is not recited, as the verse
states, “On the fourteenth day of the month in the evening shall you eat
Matzot.”
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The Amount of Time to Eat

The Matzah must be eaten within the amount of time it takes “to eat half a loaf
of bread.” One should therefore preferably eat the Kezayit of Matzah within
four minutes. If one cannot do so, one should eat it within no more than

seven-and-a-half minutes.
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If One Ate Without Reclining
We have already discussed that the Matzah eaten on the Seder night must be

eaten while reclining to one’s left side. If one ate Matzah without reclining, one



must eat more Matzah while reclining. Nevertheless, one should not recite the
“Al Achilat Matzah” blessing again. (Yalkut Yosef- Pesach, page 462)

We have also explained that women are just as obligated to recline during the
Seder as men are. Nevertheless, if a woman mistakenly ate Matzah without
reclining, she may rely on the Poskim who rule that women are not required to
recline and she need not eat again. (Yalkut Yosef- Pesach, Volume 3, page 470
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Not Speaking Until One Has Eaten a Kezayit

Since the Mitzvah of eating Matzah on the Seder night refers to eating

a Kezayit, as we have explained above, the “Al Achilat Matzah” blessing
refers to eating a complete Kezayit of Matzah. One should therefore not speak
at all until one has eaten the entire Kezayit while reclining. Nevertheless, if
one spoke after eating some of the Matzah, one should not repeat the
blessing since one has already begun the Mitzvah. (Chazon Ovadia- Pesach,
page 68)

Warming the Matzah nixnn DiN'n
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One may warm up the Matzot before eating them on the Seder night. There is
no distinction hard or soft Matzot regarding this law.
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WHEN YOU HAVE KORBAN PESACH THEN MAROR IS FROM

THE TORAH, BUT WITHOUT KORBAN PESACH ITS FROM THE
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The Gemara discusses whether the matzah and maror may be eaten together:
X131 X — Ravina said: 10 277 m1a Xwwn 27 %% px— Rav Mesharshiya the son of
Rav Nassan told me: X727 mmwmn 5% 7% 200 — Thus said Hillel ' in the name of the
Gemara: " 5129 »1707 M2 o nyn worx o k% — A person should not wrap
matzah and maror together and eat them (i.e. as a sandwich), para f¥n 12 X207 own
12277 MM XNMKT M — because we hold that matzah nowadays ' is a Biblical
obligation and maror is only a Rabbinic one,” xnmixT nynb m% Soam 13277 2rm nx
— and so the maror, which is only a Rabbinic obligation, will come and nullify the
matzah, which is of Biblical origin.” 11 nx v m%van px niyn MmxT 8n% 9ox) — And
even according to the one who says that mitzvos do not nullify one another, " 11
13772 13277 IX ROYMKTA XO1KT oM — these words were said with regard to a Biblical
mitzvah with another Biblical mitzvah, or to a Rabbinic mitzvah with another Rabbinic
mitzvah. 12277 X187 Yax — However, in the case of a Biblical mitzvah and a
Rabbinic mitzvah, Xn»1xT% Mm% Swvam 13277 "MK — even he agrees that the Rabbinic
mitzvah comes and nullifies the Biblical mitzvah. '’

The Gemara inquires:

11 nx T mbvan PR miyn MY nynws X0 X — Who is the Tanna that you heard saying
that mitzvos do not nullify one another?

xm1 591 — It is Hillel, Xn7 — for it was taught in a Baraisa: Y51 Sy v9y s — THEY
SAID ABOUT HILLEL ]';_:m) NAX N33 12712 MW — THAT HE WOULD WRAP THEM [i.e. the meat of
the pesach, the matzah and maror] TOGETHER AND EAT THEM as a sandwich, mi¥n-by MmNy
MITDIRY DY) — AS IT IS STATED: ' WITH MATZOS AND BITTER HERBS THEY SHALL EAT IT [i.e. the
pesach offering|. From here we see that Hillel was not concerned that the flavors of the three
foods would nullify one another.
The Gemara cites the opinion of Hillel's adversaries:

3m* 131 Mmx — R’ Yochanan said: Y51 by vyan vy pphin — His colleagues disagree
with Hillel, ™ xun7 — for it was taught in another Baraisa: nnx naa 12712 xm 5
1oo1x 55w 7772 199181 — IT MIGHT BE thought that ONE SHOULD WRAP [THE PESACH, MATZAH
AND MAROR] TOGETHER AND EAT THEM IN THE MANNER THAT HILLEL ATE THEM. 2% mnb%n —
THE TORAH therefore STATES: “W1%3N o Mxn-by, — WITH MATZOS AND BITTER HERBS
THEY SHALL EAT IT."" 1%y 102 1) ayy o3 11 1908 — The implication here is: EVEN THIS BY
ITSELF AND THIS BY ITSELF. "

The Gemara rules:

13372 &9 5% X% xnabn mmx k%7 xnwn — Now that the law has not been stated (i.e.
established) neither in accordance with Hillel nor in accordance with the Rabbis,
Hx) yn n5ax Sy 713n — one should first recite the blessing Who commanded us with
regard to eating matzah and eat the matzah by itself, 9%y 7 m nbax Sy Tan v 1m —
and then recite the blessing Who commanded us with regard to eating maror and eat
the maror by itself, 1701 *172 Xpm n¥R »ax 77m — and afterward eat matzah and
lettuce together 1272 X% — without a blessing 5515 wipnb "31 — as a
commemoration of the way matzah and maror were eaten in the time of the Temple
according to Hillel. "
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Question: How many “Kezayit’s (olive’s volume) of
Matzah must one consume during the Pesach Seder?

Answer: One is obligated to eat altogether three “Kezayit’s of Matzah during
the Pesach Seder. Every Kezayit amounts to approx. 30 grams of Matzah.
Nevertheless, there is room for stringency to eat four or even five “Kezayit’s of

Matzah, as we shall now explain.

The Order of the Seder Night
The order for the night of Pesach established by the great and holy Rashi,
which we have already discussed, is as follows: Kadesh, Urchatz, Karpas,
Yachatz, Magid, Rochtza, Motzi, Matzah, Maror, Korech, Shulchan Orech,
Tzafun, Barech, Hallel, Nirtzah.

Three Matzot are placed on top of the Seder plate. Upon reaching the part of
the Seder entitled, “Yachatz,” the head of the household takes the middle
Matzah and splits it into two pieces. He keeps the smaller of the two pieces and
the larger of the two pieces is kept for the “Afikomen.”

The First Kezayit

Upon reaching the part of the Seder entitled, “Motzi-Matzah”, the head of the
household takes the three Matzot already prepared on the Seder plate. The
top and bottom Matzot are whole and the middle Matzah is the one which was
broken in half during “Yachatz.” He holds these Matzot in his hands and
proceeds to recite the blessing of “Hamotzi Lechem Min Ha’aretz” followed by
the blessing of “Al Achilat Matzah.” It is customary that after one recites the
blessing of “Hamotzi,” one lets go of the bottom Matzah and continues to
recite “Al Achilat Matzah” while holding only the top whole Matzah and the



middle split Matzah. The head of the household must then eat a Kezayit of
each Matzah.

Thus far, the head of the household will have already eaten two “Kezayit’s
during this part of the Seder. However, the other members of the household,
who do not have enough to eat two “Kezayit’s from the Matzot of the head of
the household should be given a small piece of the head of the household’s
Matzah and he will then supplement that with other Matzot that he has until it
reaches the amount of a Kezayit. Regarding the members of the household who
do not eat a Kezayit from the head of the household’s Matzot, they do not need
to be eating two “Kezayit’s; rather, one Kezayit is sufficient according to all
opinions. It turns out that the other members of the household (excluding the
head of the household) are only eating one Kezayit at this point in the Seder.
Even if the head of the household, for whatever reason, did not eat his allotted
two “Kezayit’s and has only eaten one Kezayit, he has fulfilled his obligation.
Due to time constraints, we will not be able to elaborate on the reasons behind
this law any further.

The Second Kezayit

Afterwards, upon reaching the part of the Seder entitled, “Korech,” one takes
a Kezayit from the third Matzah on the Seder plate and wraps a Kezayit of
Maror in it and then he dips it in Charoset, after which one recites, “Zecher
La’Mikdash Ke’Hillel,” and then eats this while leaning on one’s left side. At
this point, the head of the household has eaten three “Kezayit’s of Matzah
and the rest of the members of the household have eaten only two “Kezayit’s.

The Third Kezayit
Upon reaching the part of the Seder entitled, “Tzafun,” which is after
concluding the festive meal, the Matzah hidden under the tablecloth is eaten



as the “Afikomen” and another Kezayit must be eaten from this Matzah. (For
the other family members, the Seder leader hands out other Matzot in addition
to a small piece of the designated “Afikomen” Matzah.) One must be very
careful to eat this Matzah while leaning as well, for if one did not, one has not
fulfilled one’s obligation and will need to eat another Kezayit of Matzah while
leaning. This may very well lead to a point of excessive eating which can also
be a cause of not fulfilling this Mitzvah, as we have already explained.

Some act stringently and eat two “Kezayit’s during “Tzafun,” one in
commemoration of the Pesach offering and one in commemoration of the
Matzah that was eaten with it. At this point, the head of the household will have
eaten five “Kezayit’s of Matzah if he acts more stringently, and if not, he will
only haven eaten four. The other members of the household will have eaten
four “Kezayit’s if they act more stringently, and if they not, they will have only
eaten three.



Pesah-How Much Massa Must One Eat at the Seder?

There is a Misva to eat Massa at three points during the Seder: "Mosi -Massa,"
"Korech" and the Afikoman. For Mosi-Massa, the Shulhan Aruch states that one
should eat two Kezaitim. The Mishna Berura explains that eating a second
Kezayit solves a Halachic dilemma with regard to the Beracha "Al Achilat
Massa." This Beracha is recited while holding the top, whole Massa and the
middle, broken Massa, and there is a question whether it refers to the top Massa
or the middle one. Therefore, one should eat a Kezayit from both. Hacham Ben
Sion and Hacham Ovadia point out that according to this reasoning,
participants in the Seder who do not have a Seder Plate with three Massot in
front of them and eat from the box, would not be required to eat the extra
Kezayit. Nevertheless, it is preferable that all participants eat two Kezaitim at this
stage. All authorities agree that the amount of Massa eaten for the Korech
sandwich is one Kezayit. The Afikoman is eaten to commemorate the Misva of
eating a Kezayit from the Korban Pesah. Therefore, one must eat at least one
Kezayit of Massa for the Afikoman. The Bayit Hadash (Rav Yoel Sirkis, Poland,
1561-1640) cites a custom to eat an additional Kezayit of Massa for the
Afikoman, corresponding to the Kezayit of Massa that was also eaten with the
Korban Pesah. Accordingly, the total amount of Massa that should be eaten is
five Kezaitim-two for Mosi-Massa, one for Korech and two for the Afikoman (2-1-
2). If one has difficulty consuming this amount, he should forgo the second
Kezayit of the Afikoman and eat a total of four Kezaitim (2-1-1). If this is also not
possible, he should only eat one Kezayit for Mosi-Massa (1-1-1). If this is
problematic, he should forgo the Korech altogether (1-0-1). If one is able to eat
only one Kezayit, he should eat the Kezayit of the Afikoman. Hacham Ben Sion
writes, based on the Rambam, that any Massa eaten on the Seder night, even
beyond the requisite five Kezaitim, is a Misva in its own right. One should even
reduce the amount of other foods served, in order to retain an appetite for as
much Massa as possible. He found a homiletic reference to this in the words of
the Ma Nishtana, "Halayla HaZeh Kulo Massa,"- This night, all we eat is Massa.
SUMMARY Ideally, one should eat at least five Kezaitim of Massa during the
Seder-two for Mosi-Massa, one for Korech and two for Afikoman.



