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Traveling for Pesach
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Week 103

Topic

Traveling for Pesach

TOPIC DISCUSSION

The Torah obligation to eliminate one’'s Hometz on Ereb Pesah can be fulfiled in one of
two ways — through either "Bittul," renouncing one’s ownership over his Hametz, or
"Bedikat Hametz," thoroughly searching one’'s home for Hametz and eliminating all the
Hametz he finds. However, the Sages enacted that even if one makes a "Bittul"
declaration, he should nevertheless perform "Bedilka" and eliminate the Hametz from his
property. One reason is that the Sages were concerned that one might not proclaim
the "Bittul" wholeheartedly and will not fully intend to renounce his ownership over his
Hametz, in which case it is invalid and the Misva is not fulfilled. The second explanation
is that since we normally eat Hametz all year round, we might mistakenly eat Hametz
that we find in our home during Pesach. To avoid this risk, the Sages enacted that
besides the verbal proclamation of "Bittul," one should also search for all the Hametz in
his home and eliminate it.



Gemara Pesachim 6a:
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The Gemara adds one last ruling of this Amora concerning the disposal of chametz:
27 MK aTm 27 MK — And R’ Yehudah said in the name of Rav: Xnwa xyvm whsnn
— Regarding one who sets out to sea, and one who leaves in a caravan for a distant
destination, 7wa% pip1 x on b o1ip — if he does so before thirty days prior to Pesach,
he is not obligated to dispose of his chametz; 135 pipt o» owbw 7In — if within thirty
days, he is obligated to dispose of it.”"

Another Amora elaborates on this ruling:
max MK — Abaye said: 7ya% pip1 or owhw 0 Nk X1 — That which you said:
Within thirty days he is obligated to dispose of it, "% 1ny7w X5% 198 XY — was
stated only if he intends to return home during Pesach, "% iny7 px Yax — but if he
does not intend to return home during Pesach 7va% p1p1 X — he is not obligated to
dispose of it.

Abaye’s statement is questioned:
X237 MY MK — Rava said to him: M3 mwn wxn 11K MY 1ny7 1% — But if he intends
to return during Pesach, he should be obligated to destroy the chametz even if he left from
the time of Rosh Hashanah! "' — ? —

Rava therefore offers an alternate elaboration of the ruling of Rav Yehudah in the name of
Rav:
X327 "MK Xox — Rather Rava said: 7v3% pipy s o» owbw 071p nnxt ki1 — That which
you said: Before thirty days prior to Pesach he is not obligated to dispose of the
chametz, "% MYT PRY K5K MK XY — was stated only when he does not intend to
return during Pesach, 1% 1ny1 Yax — but if he does intend to return during Pesach,
va% pipr mwa wxan 91X — even if he left from the time of Rosh Hashanah, he is
obligated to dispose of the chametz.

The Gemara notes:
.'1")9:,79'? X317 X71X) — And Rava is consistent with his reasoning stated elsewhere, 7x7
X317 — for Rava said: "¥I1X 12 nwwi — Regarding someone who makes his home a
storehouse, i.e. he fills his house with produce, piling it on top of his chametz,”" owbw omp
qva% pipt & or — if he does so before thirty days prior to Pesach, he is not obligated to
dispose of the chametz; 7y3% pipr on owbw 7in — if within thirty days, he is obligated
to dispose of it.”" m3 ow%w oMp1 — And this leniency regarding the period before thirty
days prior to Pesach also 1n5% 1ny7 PRW XPX 199X XY — was stated only when he does
not intend to clear out [the house] on Pesach and cause the chametz to become exposed;
1nup% YT Yax — but if he intends to clear it out on Pesach, m) or owbw o1p ¥ox
qv3% P1p1 — even if he turns it into a storehouse before the thirty days, he is obligated
to dispose of the chametz.



Although he will be in possession of chametz when Pesach arrives, he will not be guilty of owning
chametz. Since the chametz will be inaccessible to him, it is legally regarded as destroyed, similar to
chametz buried under a heap of rubble, which the Mishnah (31b) rules is regarded as if destroyed (Ran 1“7
oy Maharsha explains that this is the understanding of Rashi as well). [Nevertheless, he is
Rabbinically required to nullify the chametz in this case (see Rashi and Chidushei HaRan to 31b).]

26. When he returns, the chametz will become accessible to him. At that point, ghould he have forgotten to
nullify the chametz {as may well occur since bitul is ordinarily performed at the time one searches for the
chametz, which this person, having been away from home on the night of the fourteenth, will not have
done), he will transgress the prohibition of owning chametz, similar to a case in which chametz that was
buried beneath a heap of rubble became uncovered on Pesach (Rashi, as understood by Maharsha; cf.
Chidushei HaRan). Thus if he intends to return on Pesach, he should be obligated to dispose of his chametz
regardless of how long before the holiday he leaves home.

[In saying “even if he left from Rosh Hashanah,” the Gemara is arbitrarily picking a date long before
Pesach. The same applies even if he left before Rosh Hashanah (Bach to Orach Chaim 436 anaw nm a7
190x; of. Beis Yosef).)

27. The chametz is thus rendered similar to chametz buried beneath a heap of rubble which, as explained
in the previous note, is considered as if destroyed (Rashi).

28, Because the obligation to dispose of the chametz has already taken effect, and rendering chametz
inaccessible by burying it is not the preferred method of disposition. Where he turns his house into a
storage room before thirty days, however, he need not dispose of the chametz since the obligation to dispose
of the chametz has not yet arrived, and when it does, he will not be obligated since it is already “destroyed”

(Rashi).



If one steps in his summer home, during anytime between Purim and Pesach, must
he check the entire home for hametz prior to leaving the home?
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The question commonly arises as to whether a person who spends Pesah away from
home must perform Bedikat Hametz (the search for Haometz on the night of Erev Pesah).
In principle, the obligation of Bedika applies even if one leaves his home, unless he
leaves a month or more before Pesah. The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 436:1) writes
explicitly that one who leaves home within thirty days of Pesah must perform Bedikat
Hametz — albeit without a Beracha — even if he has no intention of being home at all
during Pesah. Fundamentally, then, a person who goes away for Pesah is nevertheless
required to search his home for Hametz the night before his trip, though without a
Beracha.



[ ]
Que Sthl‘l: If one is going out of the country for a few days and plans to return

home for Pesach, leaving no one home, must he check his house for Pesach prior to going?
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Are we discussing that there is knowledge of hametz in the home or are we searching for hametz?
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Q“EStlon: If one is planning to spend Pesach in Israel at his own

residence, if he is in Israel in the summer, must he get rid of all the hametz, prior
to leaving?
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If one intends to spend Pesach in a home, elsewhere of his primary residence, he should check prior to
leaving even if it means clearing out hametz in the summer, lest he come with no time to check.



Traveling for Pesach: check at home or at hotel?
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In practice, however, people generally sell the Haometz in their homes to a gentile,
through the agency of their Rabbi, before Pesah. Therefore, since all the Hametz in
one’s home will belong to a gentile throughout Pesah, one who leaves for Pesah is not
required to search for Hametz. After all, there is no obligation to search for a gentile’s
Hametz, and thus assuming that one did a proper Mechirat Hometz (sale of a Hametz),
he is not required to perform a Bedika before he leaves for Pesah.

Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998), in his work Or Le’sion (vol. 3, 7:19; listen
to audio recording for precise citation), adds one condition to this Halacha. Namely,
one must ensure to have in his home an amount of Hametz that has some value (a
"Peruta" worth). If the only Haometz in his home are valueless crumbs, then the sale to the
gentile is not valid, and the obligation of Bedika thus takes effect. The sale is legally
binding only if the Hametz in the home amounts to something significant, such as a
bottle of beer or scotch, or a box of packaged Hametz food and the like. So long as
some significant Hametz is in the house, the sale is valid and one is not required to
perform Bedikat Hometz.

Furthermore, Hacham Ben Sion writes that one must perform Bedika in the place where
he is staying for Pesah, such as a hotel room, if he took possession before the night of
Erev Pesah. This applies even to arented car, and to aroom in one’'s parent’s home
that they give him for the holiday. If one has the car or room before the night of Erev
Pesah, when the obligation of Bedika takes effect, then he must perform Bedika that
night with the Beracha. Hacham Ben Sion adds that it is actually preferable to take
possession of one's room before the night of Erev Pesah so that he will be able to
perform this Misva of Bedikat Haometz.

Summary: A person who goes away for the entirety of Pesah is not required to perform
Bedikat Hametz in his home before he leaves, provided that he performed Mechirat
Hametz and that some Hametz of value is in his home. If he moves into his hotel room or
guest room, or rents a car, before the night of Erev Pesah, he must perform Bedikat
Hametz in those areas — with a Beracha — that night.
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If one forgot to check, must he go back?
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