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Megilla Reading
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05 MY

TOPIC DISCUSSION

The Megillah reading at night vs reading in the morning:

Can one eat before reading in the morning?

Does one make Shehayanu in the morning?

IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING PURIM NIGHT
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Another teaching from R’ Yehoshua ben Levi:
"5 12 ywim 137 MK — And R’ Yehoshua ben Levi also said: n%ana nx nvph ox ann
n9"92 — A person is obligated to read the Megillah on the night of Purim,”” anuwh
ona — and repeat it on the day of Purim. ' =% n%% myn &% onr xpx mbx | nxw
"5 M’ — As it is said: " O my God, I call out by day and You do not answer; by
night and there is no respite’’ for me. 13m Map — The students who heard this ruling
understood it to mean X992 Mpn% — that one is obligated to read [the Megillah] at
night, XpRI 77 PN Xinm% — and to learn its Mishnah, i.e. the Mishnayos of
tractate Megillah, by day. " 191121 1% "ax — R’ Yirmiyah said to them: xymam » b
N3X 72 K127 men % — It has been explained to me personally by R’ Chiya bar
Abba that R’ Yehoshua ben Levi meant that one has to repeat the Megillah. Yw»x »mxT 113
— As people say: mMInx) X7 Xxnws MaYx — I will finish this section and then repeat
it.
M) Mmn'X — This ruling of R’ Yehoshua ben Levi was stated also by a different Amora: "mx
X2 X9 MK 1350 137 — R’ Chelbo said in the name of Ulla from Biri: n11p% ox ann
9192 nbann N — A person is obligated to read the Megillah on the night of Purim
o MY — and repeat it on the day of Purim, %%x 11 o7 X5 1123 7mn wnb, s
"MK 09WwH — as it is said: So that my soul might sing to You and not be stilled,
HasHEM my God, forever will I thank You. "



15 As a remembrance of the events recorded in the Megillah, when the Jews cried out for deliverance by
day and by night (Rashi).

The authorities discuss whether the requirement to read the Megillah at night is an essential part of the
original enactment mandated in the Megillah itself [n%2p ™27, or if it was ordained by the Sages at a later
date (see Turei Even, Pri Megadim 687:1, She'ailos U'tshuves Binyan Shlomo).

Even though the blessing of wnnY is recited at the night-time Megillah reading, it is nevertheless
recited again prior to the day-time reading, for the main reading is the one that takes place during the day
(Tosafos). Rambam (Hilchos Megillah 1:3), however, rules that the blessing of 12mnnY is not repeated by

day. Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 692:1) rules like Rambam, and Rama (ibid.) adopts the view of
Tosafos.

16. Psalms 22:3. This psalm was written in reference to Esther. It begins with the words: n -5y mym%
anwn, for the conductor on the Ayeles Hashachar, which, as the Gemara (Yoma 29a) interprets, is an
analogy to Esther (Rashi).

17 Literally: silence.

15 The verb used in Hebrew to connote the study of Mishnah is maw. Thus the students understood nniw%
as meaning: to study its Mishnah (Rashi).

It seems from the Gemara (and such is the indication of Rosh) that the students understood that one is
not obligated to read the Megillah by day, only at night. This apparently contradicts the Mishnah (20a)
which clearly discusses an obligation to read by day. The students thought that the Mishnah applies only
to unlearned people who are incapable of learning Mishnayos (Turet Even; cf. Sfas Emes).

19 Psalms 30:13. This psalm is interpreted in Pesikta (Pesikta Rabbasi 18:6) as referring to the miracle of
Purim,

This particular verse, which discussges the singing of God'’s praises, is a reference to the reading of the
Megillah, because when the Megillah is read the miracle of Purim is publicized and all praise God. The
double expression of the verse is interpreted: T2 7 1wn%, So that my soul might sing to you — this
refers to the reading of the Megillah by day: o™ &5, and not be stilled — this refers to its reading by night



DT N7

5a% afty roxdhn oY ey oon
SO NROpA® 7w DNNPD s o
roanT 350 NN Te B NPy
--m*~1 omon YT peow peowan

o monpdt o e e
-n*‘:.-‘a mpn meapd e noun?
nevp | 7o nmpen1® o moaph
W N 7:' 17'11.\"3: n"ﬁt:'ﬂ‘ -‘.73141
POMINY 5N WpE TP
O 53 T oND Y "3 S9a
mon 5 wo nhy e

MISHNA: Although it is preferable to fulfill a particular day’s mitzva at the earliest possible
hour, the entire day is a valid time for reading the Megilla; for reciting hallel; for sounding
the shofar on Rosh HaShana; for taking the lulav and the other species on Sukkot; for the
additional prayer recited on Shabbat and other occasions; and for the additional offerings
sacrificed in the Temple on these occasions.

Which reading is more important- the one at night, or the one in the
morning?
Does one repeat Sheheyanu for the morning reading?
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Even though one blesses Shehecheyanu at night, he blesses it again during the day, for the
primary is through the day reading. It says "v'Laylah v'Lo Dumiyah Li." l.e., even though one
reads during the day, he is obligated to read at night.

The primary [reading] is during the day, for the verse mentioned it first.

Also, the primary meal is during the day, like it says below (7b) that if one ate [Seudas Purim] at
night, he was not Yotzei.

Support #2: "Nizkarim v'Na'asim" equates mentioning (reading the Megilah) to doing (the
Seudah). Just like the primary doing is during the day, also mentioning.



The Rosh agrees to Tosfot’s opinion and brings a few more proofs.
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1. The pasuk says "call out" during the day

2. The main publicizing of the miracle is with other mitzvot which are done
during the day.

3. The Mishna speaks about day reading being all day.
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And before its reading at night, one recites three blessings — and these are them:
Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us about the reading of the Scroll; Blessed are
You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who made miracles for our ancestors in
those days at this time; Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who
has kept us alive, and preserved us and made us reach this time. And during the
day, one does not repeat and recite the blessing, "Shehyanu."

It would seem from the Rambam that since we only make shehehiyanu at night
and not the day, the main misva is the night not the day.
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The Gra explains the Rambam, even if the main Misva is the day, making
Shehehiyanu covers the day and it is not, worse than making Shehehiyanu on the
building of the sukkah and not the sitting.
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The Tureh Even writes there is a difference between the night and day obligation.
The night is a rabbinical obligation, but the day, is an obligation of Divre Kabbala
which is like from the Torah.
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The same way when listening to megillah at night we are fasting, one should not
eat in the morning till after megillah reading, even if one prayed already. (tasting
is permitted for one who needs).

First N1 X912 - If you are not sure if you read the megillah you need to repeat it
since it isn’t a rabbinical obligation and we do not apply 7707 |220T 790. Perhaps
this only applied during the day according to the Tureh Even.
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Tosafot writes in the name of the A"na that women can only read for other

women not men.
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The Tureh Even explains the reason for this is, a lady is only obligated rabbinically,
but men are obligated from Divre kabala. Since the man’s obligation is greater,

she cannot read for him.

Woman reading for a man at night:
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Second N1'n X791 - since the reason, a woman cannot read for a man is because
his obligation is greater its Divre kabala, perhaps she can read for him at night

since he is also only rabbinically obligated at night.
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Third N1 X791 - The rule is NIxn need the intention to perform the Misva to
fulfill his obligations. The Magen Avraham says this is only by nixn from the
Torah. Why does Megillah seem to need nain if it is only rabbinically? Since its
obligated Divre kabbalah.

Perhaps at night if he did not have N> he also fulfills his obligation since its only
rabbinically.



