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IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING PURIM NIGHT 

 

The Megillah reading at night vs reading in the morning: 
 
Can one eat before reading in the morning?  

 

Does one make Shehayanu in the morning? 
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 ד. דף מגילה 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 כ: דף  מגילה 

 

MISHNA: Although it is preferable to fulfill a particular day’s mitzva at the earliest possible 

hour, the entire day is a valid time for reading the Megilla; for reciting hallel; for sounding 

the shofar on Rosh HaShana; for taking the lulav and the other species on Sukkot; for the 

additional prayer recited on Shabbat and other occasions; and for the additional offerings 

sacrificed in the Temple on these occasions.  

 

Which reading is more important-  the one at night, or the one in the 

morning?  

Does one repeat Sheheyanu for the morning reading? 

 

 דף ד   פותתוס

 

 

Even though one blesses Shehecheyanu at night, he blesses it again during the day, for the 

primary  is through the day reading. It says "v'Laylah v'Lo Dumiyah Li." I.e., even though one 

reads during the day, he is obligated to read at night. 

The primary [reading] is during the day, for the verse mentioned it first. 

Also, the primary meal is during the day, like it says below (7b) that if one ate [Seudas Purim] at 

night, he was not Yotzei. 

Support #2: "Nizkarim v'Na'asim" equates mentioning (reading the Megilah) to doing (the 

Seudah). Just like the primary doing is during the day, also mentioning. 

 



The Rosh agrees to Tosfot’s opinion and brings a few more proofs. 

 רא"ש 

 

 
 

1. The pasuk says  "call out" during the day 

2. The main publicizing of the  miracle is with other mitzvot which are done 

during the day. 

3. The Mishna speaks about day reading being all day. 

 

 

 רמב"ם 

 
 

And before its reading at night, one recites three blessings — and these are them: 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His 

commandments, and commanded us about the reading of the Scroll; Blessed are 

You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who made miracles for our ancestors in 

those days at this time; Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who 

has kept us alive, and preserved us and made us reach this time. And during the 

day, one does not repeat and recite the blessing, "Shehyanu." 

It would seem from the Rambam that since we only make shehehiyanu at night 

and not the day, the main misva is the night not the day. 



 

 שלחן ערוך  – גר"א 

 

The Gra explains the Rambam, even if the main Misva is the day, making 

Shehehiyanu covers the day and it is not, worse than making Shehehiyanu on the 

building of the sukkah and not the sitting. 
 

 טורי אבן מסופק אם קרא המגילה 

 

 

The Tureh Even writes there is a difference between the night and day obligation. 

The night is a rabbinical obligation, but the day, is an obligation of Divre Kabbala 

which is like from the Torah. 
 

 ושער הציון  משנה ברורה

 

 

 משנה ברורה  

 

 

The same way when listening to megillah at night we are fasting, one should not 

eat in the morning till after megillah reading, even if one prayed already. (tasting 

is permitted for one who needs). 

 

First נפקא מינה - If you are not sure if you read the megillah you need to repeat it 

since it isn’t a rabbinical obligation and we do not apply ספק דרבנן להקל. Perhaps 

this only applied during the day according to the Tureh Even. 
 



   ד. מגילה דף  ספות תו

 

 

Tosafot writes in the name of the בה"ג that women can only read for other 

women not men. 

 

 טור אבן 

 

 

The Tureh Even explains the reason for this is, a lady is only obligated rabbinically, 

but men are obligated from Divre kabala. Since the man’s obligation is greater, 

she cannot read for him. 
 

 

 

 

Woman reading for a man at night: 

 מקראי קודש 

 

 

Second  מינהנפקא  – since the reason, a woman cannot read for a man is because 

his obligation is greater its Divre kabala, perhaps she can read for him at night 

since he is also only rabbinically obligated at night. 



 

 

 נפקא מינה ג' 

 

 

 

 

Third נפקא מינה - The rule is מצות need the intention to perform the Misva to 

fulfill his obligations. The Magen Avraham says this is only by מצות from the 

Torah. Why does Megillah seem to need כוונה if it is only rabbinically? Since its 

obligated Divre kabbalah.  

Perhaps at night if he did not have כוונה he also fulfills his obligation since its only 

rabbinically.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


