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This year Purim falls out on a Friday does that change anything.

Is one allowed to eat a meal on Friday afternoon?

Purim meal for breakfast?

Can one do Shabbat meal and Purim meal together?

When will he pray Minha, Arbit, candlelight?

What will he say during birkat Hamazon?

Can one have late afternoon?

Can one have dairy, if he is doing a morning meal?

Can one skip and not have any meals since it is a bit difficult to figure this all out?

Reproduced by Habruta Night Booklet with permission of the
copyright holders, ArtScroll # Mesorah Publications, Ltd.




N7 97 ['ua

WISy penT  mhe ovn BYWYT DRI AWPI 2P 1P MWD pam v phir phT oo pT3d "
MER  OEE3 DY DY MPON W P DM TP B phy oo B 0N O menmem:
D3T3 PYOPEM DUMITE JOMDS) TR SR NED RO ADIS M2 I PRV OWE MAT D I P
'S OTE3 oS P AR DTS arp e mnee Ty whwm map PRI PT 05 oM W e e
il R R R R s
v |- . - ’ - el . LR ) e ' A -
3993 0 ¥ opod ood oM N 1/:"/"“ E: W R ) "va S'ORN3 11D DIV PTI) YT PN :;WFJ::Z::W;
733 1o phy pac v pap  VIWARPOD NO WY TONT IR T2 A0 pyy vy wompziommp w woem
°-'1P or Toow X} mﬂp'} n3c AR 1N W 1’%“ 27 RIS NAAT Dipn 203 PINa3 "‘,n.‘ﬂ: ;:_:::. ‘:’:.' l'
ocowpn ™ om M ey B ‘5;;‘: N S ndnt wna o i ieard

b Lm0 P w3 Yacs
3 121 £nn PIT 3703 'CWNT
fpam H3 d3H W 3 o

VINOTI® RIS 1TI3Y YOI PITDa!
RN TP WP RN TTON

nams Hdf pres ph gm eSS
WH P3P O0 oM
W qHT g MIMPT HNp PIL3
™MEY DEDE 1 DEOD H3 KOS D

JJOm TTYe I'e
Bev 1 A

Prhan .
LM e an

brors g oo o oy 1 NI O3 RV VYRT RO 2 TP e 2t
ne3 ROk piE MR T mysp narohwama v mnswn e pry  FTP BP9 DRED SPON e vams 3
£p B oo v b3 vac o 030 AR RASYS RAMYD E7pOd ONT OF 1PV U WAD noioh e 1
P73 B rsmy B why Wi RNTYS Y3 N R RIS oop 55 R TP PR M 3 wm e
cah ik wem mnbn 6L el cmiee AR TIAN WR TV ETVA MNP MY cie &L mam woke anbe mmme TN MR

The Gemara further discusses the prohibition against emancipating slaves:

137 "Mmx — Rabbah said: Pmoam oong '5ya nm om nbn wia — As a result of these
three things [i.e. transgressions|, householders lose their wealth: xn1n% ymTay pona
— Because they release their slaves to freedom, ' xnawa ympa2 ™" — because
they inspect their property on the Sabbath, = Xw1712 2 T3 XNaW2 MMATYD Wwapm
— and because they schedule their meals on the Sabbath at the time of the rabbi’s
lecture in the study hall. "
The Gemara cites an anecdote relating to this last transgression:

131 927 MK KAKR M2 X0 a7 MXT — For R’ Chiya bar Abba said in the name of R’
Yochanan: oSwra v mnown Ny — There were two families in Jerusalem, nnx
RNawa XNMyo yap — one of whom scheduled its meal on the Sabbath day at the time
of the rabbi’s lecture, N3W 37ya X7 nyap NNX) — and one of whom scheduled its meal
on the Sabbath eve, Mpy3 1mnw1 — and both were uprooted. '



7. Whereby they violate the Torah’s commandment to work them forever (Rashi).

4. Although they do not work their fields on the Sabbath, they inspect them then to determine what work
they will require during the coming week (Rashi). This practice was prohibited by Rabbinic injunction (see
Eruvin 38h), based on a verse in [saiah (58:13): J¥Dn Xiynn 277 NMwyn 1722, And you shall honor [the
Sabbath], by refraining] from conducting your affairs and from executing your business [thereon| (see
Shabbos 150a, Orach Chaim 306:1).

9. It was customary for the rabbi to lecture on the Sabbath to those who did not have much time to study
during the week. The Sages enacted laws to prevent people from missing these lectures (see Rashi to
Shabbos 115a P PXw 112 7°7). Thus, it was a transgression to deliberately miss these lectures by eating
then instead.

[See Maharsha, who explains why these three transgressions carry this punishment in their wake.)

10. The second family ate its primary Sabbath meal on Friday night to avoid a scheduling conflict with the
rabbi’s lecture. Although its intentions were good, the family was punished because one must eat his
primary Sabbath meal in the daytime, and not on Friday night (see Pesachim 105a). Alternatively, the
family ate a large meal before the onset of the Sabbath, as it did every day of the week, because of its great
wealth. This practice is prohibited, because one thereby diminishes the honor of the Sabbath by entering it
without an appetite [for the Friday night meal| (Rashi).

4

ARE ALL MEALS NOT ALLOWED?
HOW ABOUT A SIYUM, BRIS ETC.?

CAN ONE HAVE LUNCH?
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The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 249:2) rules that it is forbidden on Friday to
"establish" a larger meal than one normally eats on weekdays. One may eat an
ordinary meal on Friday, though the Shulhan Aruch writes that it is a Misva to
refrain from eating a meal starting from nine hours into the day.

The source of this Halacha is the Gemara’s comment in Masechet Gittin (38b)
that a certain family in Jerusalem was destroyed because they "established a
meal on Ereb Shabbat."

Several Rishonim (Medieval Talmud scholars), including the Ritba (Rabbi Yom
Tov of Seville, 1250-1330), raised the question of how to reconcile this account
with the explicit ruling of the Gemara elsewhere (citing Rabbi Yossi), in Masechet
Pesahim (99b), that one is allowed to eat anytime on Friday, until nightfall.

They answer by distinguishing between occasionally eating a meal on Friday
afternoon, and scheduling a weekly meal late Friday afternoon. When the
Gemara speaks of a family that "established" a meal on Friday afternoon, it does
not mean they did this once. Rather, their routine was to eat a large meal at
that time each week, which is inappropriate, as it infringes upon the honor of
Shabbat.

Certainly, however, if one happens to be hungry one Friday, even late in the
day, he may eat a meal, as long as it is not an exceptionally large meal that he
does not ordinarily eat on weekdays. Accordingly, Hacham Ovadia Yosef writes
that when the Shulhan Aruch rules that one should not "establish a meal” from
the ninth hour on Friday, he refers to establishing a weekly meal each Friday
afternoon.

It is permissible, however, to have a meal on Friday afternoon on occasion,
when necessary. It is forbidden to hold a formal Se'udat Erusin (engagement
party) on Friday, as this could be done on a different day. However, a small
party where light refreshments are served may be held on Friday. Weddings
may be held on Friday, but the festive meal should be eaten on Friday night,
and not during the day.

A Siyum Masechet should not be held on Friday, as it could be easily scheduled
for a different day. If the day for a Berit Mila or Pidyon Ha'ben is Friday, a festive
meal may be held, though it is preferable in such a case to have the meal in the
morning. In the case of a Pidyon Ha'ben, it is preferable, when possible, to
schedule the Pidyon Ha'ben and meal on Thursday night. If a boy’s thirteenth
birthday falls on Friday, a meal may be held celebrating his Bar Misva, but this,
too, should preferably be held in the morning hours.
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Holding the Purim Feast at Night

The holiday of Purim is different than all other holidays we celebrate in that
whereas regarding other holidays the Mitzvah of partaking of a joyous holiday
meal applies during the day and night, regarding the holiday of Purim, there is
only a Mitzvah to hold a feast during the day, not at night. Nevertheless,
several Rishonim write that there is a Mitzvah to have a meal on the night of
Purim as well as we find by all other holidays. This is indeed the opinion of the
Geonim. Halachically speaking, however, the primary Purim feast must be
held specifically during the day. If one holds his Purim feast only at night, one
has not fulfilled one’s obligation, as the verse states, “Days of feasting and
merriment,” which teaches us that the feast must be held during the day.
When the meal is held during the day, it should be held in a well-lit area amid
much joy and speaking words of Torah. One should indeed be glad with what
Hashem has provided him, that he has separated us from those who have
gone astray, and that He has given us His true and eternal Torah which
provides us with good and just laws to follow in order to allow us entry into the
World to Come.

The Proper Time for the Purim Feast

The proper time to hold the Purim feast every year is during the day, as we
have mentioned. The Poskim point out that one should preferably not hold the
Purim feast close to sunset, i.e. close to the end of Purim, for then, the
primary joy would not be experienced during the day of Purim at all.
Therefore, they write that one should try to begin the Purim feast as early as
possible. There are several other reasons for this as well.

Many have the custom to pray Mincha Gedola, i.e. praying Mincha at an early
hour, and to begin their Purim feast immediately thereafter. Those who are
truly meticulous about their Mitzvah observance hold their Purim feast in the



morning, before the time for Mincha prayers arrives. This is indeed the opinion
of several Poskim, including the saintly Shelah, who write that one should hold
one’s Purim meal early on in the day; the earlier one holds the feast, the more

praiseworthy he is.

This was indeed the custom of Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt"l who would
partake of his Purim feast immediately following Shacharit prayers as he
would on Shabbat day, in accordance with the opinion of the saintly Shelah.
Nevertheless, according to the letter of the law, it is permissible to begin this
feast later on in the day as is the prevalent custom.

The Proper Time for the Purim Feast this year
This year, 5781, the holiday of Purim falls on a Friday:

The Rama (Chapter 695, Section 2) writes that in this case, the Purim feast
should be held at an early hour of the day in honor of Shabbat, so that one will
be able to partake of the Shabbat meal heartily and not while one is still
satisfied and tired from the Purim feast. Hagaon Mishnah Berura rules
likewise that when Purim falls out on a Friday, one should hold the Purim feast
in the morning before halachic midday (which is at approximately 11:50 AM).

The great Rishon Le’Zion, Hagaon Harav Yitzchak Yosef Shlit’a writes (in his
Yalkut Yosef, Chapter 695) that according to the letter of the law, one may
hold the Purim feast even later in the afternoon since this meal is considered
a Mitzvah and a Seudat Mitzvah at its appropriate time may be held even on
Friday afternoon.

Nevertheless, he quotes the Sefer Yosef Ometz who writes that when Purim
falls out on a Friday, having the Purim feast after halachic midday detracts
from the honor of Shabbat and thus, the “primary” part of the meal should be



held in the morning. This means that the Purim feast should at least be started
in the morning so that in the afternoon, one will only eat a small amount, all in
honor of Shabbat. He writes that this is indeed the custom in Jerusalem where
the Purim feast is held in the morning. The other Mitzvot of the day,

namely Mishloach Manot and Matanot La’Evyonim should be performed
before the feast.

If one did not have a chance to hold one’s Purim feast in the morning, one
should do so as soon as possible; one should try to make it as early as
possible in honor of Shabbat.

Summary: The Purim feast must be held during the day, not at night. It is
preferable to hold the feast as early on in the day as possible. This is
especially true this year as the Purim feast should be held in the morning in
order to be able to partake of the Shabbat night meal with a hearty appetite. If
one has not done so, the meal should be held as soon thereafter as possible.



The combination of a Friday night dinner with Seudat Purim
option:
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The Mishnah Berurah (695:10) cites the Yad Efrayim who writes that if this will be difficult, one
may I'’chat’chila postpone the seuda up until three hours before Shabbat. Bedieved (after the
fact), if one is unable to begin the seuda until later, one must still eat the seuda up until
Shabbat. If one is still in the middle of the Purim seuda at shkia (sunset), when Shabbat begins,
one must cover the food, recite Kiddush, and then continue the meal. The Mishnah Berurah
writes that if this were to happen, one would recite Retzei in bentching, but not al hanissim. One
cannot recite both retzei and al hanissim, since this would be a contradiction. Since we

are required to recite retzei, this indicates that it is Shabbat and Purim is over. Therefore, one
can no longer recite al hanissim.

The great medieval commentator, the Meiri (Ketubot 7a), stresses that the custom of his family
was to start during the day and stop at sunset, cover the bread and then make Kiddush. Indeed,
Rav Gliss in his book “The customs of the land of Israel” suggests that the custom of
Yerushalayim is like the Meiri.




