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TORAH CENTER

Extinguishing a fire

In honor of Rabbi Raymond Haber






Extinguishing a flame indirectly.

Is one allowed to add water to shabbat candles (oil cup) for
the fire to go out earlier?

If there is a towel on fire, can one take it out?

Disclaimer: the laws we discuss today are for learning and
understanding the topic. Halacha does allow fires to be
extinguished, in cases which will have any sort of life at risk.
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naon is an extinguishing a fire that is Av Melacha. In the Mishkan, the purpose to
extinguish was to produce a charcoal.

The Melacha cannot be just to rectify undesirable action- to save one’s belongings
from being burned that is considered n91A27 N>"¥ NI'RKY NOX'M

Must be it is achieving a positive benefit. Which is to produce a charcoal.

If one extinguishes a candle so that the wick will light more easily on another
occasion has violated torah law. Since his benefit is a charred wick.

But if his intention is just to take out the light, it’s the exact same act but it is a
rabbinical transgression.
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on the Sabbath. The following Mishnah discusses what may be done to contain a fire:

TRIX 021 12 1R 127— R’ Shimon ben Nannas says: ™ ‘7!_;} 11y 1'0712 — One may spread
a kid’s hide MmN nx 112 mMxw ‘7'3;191 M T A Sy— over a carriage, trunk or closet
in which a fire has taken hold, "' 771 X17W 1291 — because [the hide] singes but does
not burn.”” mup™ pa xSy pa o%an Yo oy priyy — And we may make a partition
in the path of the fire with all kinds of vessels, whether full or empty, "1ayn xX5w ‘71;\!p;
n"271 — so that the fire should not be able to pass beyond. owm ©71 1922 7PIX 01 121
om Px5n — R’ Yose prohibits doing so with new earthenware vessels filled with
water, NI NX 52p% 151 PRW 8% — because they cannot withstand the fire, ™ 1m
127 NN 120 PYpann — and they burst and thereby extinguish the fire.

Gemara The Gemara presents a ruling:

27 "MK T 21 X — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: ma mxw nbv
TR ¥R MR — A cloak in which a fire has taken hold (i.e. which has begun to smolder)
on one side, X T¥n oM MHY Pini— we may place water on it on the other side, ox)
n322 Na2 — and if [the fire] is thereby extinguished, it is extinguished, and one has

not violated any prohibition.""

11 Although if the smolder continues to spread across the cloak it will reach the water-soaked part of the

garment and be extinguished, the person has not direetly extinguished the fire since he did not pour the

water on the part that was already burning, Rather, he merely causes the fire to burn itself out when it

reaches the wet part. According to Rav, causing a fire to be extinguished W32 o) is permitted (go¢
Gemara below; Beis Yosef, Orach Chaim, end of 334 711 1 ke mo5o i)



Opening up the cloak and putting it on, and unrolling the scroll, do not directly extinguish the fire but
merely inhibit its ability to spread. This is considered a 22 0=, causing extinguishment, not direct
extinguishment (Bach ibid.; Magen Avraham 334:25; see next note)

Unfolding a cloak and unrolling a scroll are even more indirect methods of extinguishing the fire than
putting water on part of the garment. Water actually extinguishes the fire when it comes in contact with it,
whereas opening up the cloak or unrolling the scroll merely localizes the fire by reducing the material in
contact with it, and thereby |often] causes it to burn itself out in place and not spread (Taz 334:17; see also
Ritva MHK ed.; of. Beis Yosef end of 334 n*501 11 and Tur there as explained by Beis Yosef),

Quick recap:

MISHNA: Rabbi Shimon ben Nannas says: One may spread out a moist goat’s hide over a box,
a chest, or a closet that caught fire, because the fire singes and does not burn it. The fire does
not burn the wet goat’s hide but merely singes it, and by doing so the wooden vessels are
preserved. And one may establish a barrier against the fire with all vessels, both full and
empty, so that the fire will not pass. Rabbi Yosei prohibits using new earthenware vessels full
of water, because they cannot withstand the heat of the fire and they will burst and
extinguish the fire, and it is prohibited to cause the fire to be extinguished on Shabbat even
indirectly.

GEMARA: Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: If a garment caught fire on one side, one may place
water on its other side, and if as a result the fire is extinguished, it is extinguished. The
Gemara raises an objection based on the following Tosefta: If a garment caught fire on one
side, one may stretch it out and cover himself with it, and if the fire is extinguished, it is
extinguished. And so too, if a Torah scroll caught fire, one may open it and read it, and if the
fire is extinguished, it is extinguished. Apparently, it is prohibited to actually pour water, but
one may perform a permitted act that will incidentally extinguish.
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If a box caught fire on one side, One may spread out a moist goat’s hide over a box, a
chest, or a closet that caught fire, because the fire singes and does not burn it. The fire does
not burn the wet goat’s hide but merely singes it, and by doing so the wooden vessels are
preserved.

Rama: Only because there is a loss of the box and its indirect.

As well mentioned by Maran in his book called ‘Bet Yosef’
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Its not for sure going to take out fire, its indirect and its to spare a loss.



Water in oil:

Many people use olive oil for Shabbat candles (which is, indeed, the preferred
manner of observing the Mitzva), pouring the oil into glass cups and then
placing a wick. The question was raised concerning the permissibility of adding
some water to the bottom of the glass cup. For example, if a woman does not
have a large amount of oil to use, she might want to pour some water to lift the
oil and wick so that the wick protrudes above the rim of the cup, making it
easier for her to light it. Assuming, of course, that this is done before Shabbat,
would this be permissible?
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This issue is discussed by the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Haim 265:4), who writes that
if one’s intention when pouring the water into the oil cup is not to cause the
flame to be extinguished sooner, then this is permissible. As long as one does
not pour the water for the purpose of hastening the extinguishing of the flame,
he may add the water, and thus it would be permissible to add water for the
sake of lifting the wick. The Rama (Rabbi Moshe Isserles of Cracow, 1525-1572)
disagrees, citing authorities who allow adding water even for the purpose of
having the fire extinguish sooner, since the extinguishing is done indirectly.
Regardless, even according to the Shulchan Aruch, it would certainly be
permissible to add water to the oil cup for the sake of elevating the wick.
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Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998), in his work Or Le'sion (vol. 2,
18:17), addresses the question of whether this Halacha applies also to one who
adds water in order to prevent the glass cup from becoming very hot and
cracking.
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He cites some authorities who claimed that adding water for this purpose is akin
to adding water for the purpose of causing the flame to extinguish and is thus
forbidden. Hacham Ben Sion, however, disagrees, arguing that these cases are
very different from one another. In his view, as long as the intent is not for the
candle to extinguish sooner, one may add water, even for the purpose of
maintaining the glass' temperature. He adds that we may also take into
account the Rama'’s ruling, that regardless of one’s intent it is permissible to add
water to the cups. The final Halacha, then, is that one may add water before
Shabbat to the oil cup in order to avoid cracking. By the same token, it would
be permissible to add water in order to prevent the glass from blackening.
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Summary: One may add water before Shabbat to the glass oil cups of the
Shabbat candles, such as to prevent the cups from cracking or blackening, as
long as this is not done for the purpose of having the candles go out sooner.



Question:

Why is this case different than other halachot shabbat in which one can do

something on Friday for shabbate
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One could start a Melacha (an activity forbidden on Shabbat) on Ereb Shabbat even
though the Melacha will be completed by itself on Shabbat. He gives an example of
one who placed wool in a dye to start the dyeing process before Shabbat that he is
allowed to keep it in the dye even when Shabbat starts.

By extinguishing, we are afraid, people may think its permitted to do so on Shabbat.
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The Rosh says another reason permitting water in the cup, since if there is no fuel (oil)
left the fire goes out on its own, the water is not considered extinguishing the flame.



