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Havdala Without Besamim and a Candle

Question: One Motza’ei Shabbat when we were on vacation in the
summer, we were not able to procure Besamim (a fragrant object) and
a candle. Is it permissible to recite the order of Havdala

without Besamim and a candle?

This law is discussed by the Gemara (Berachot 53a): “Rav Yehuda said in
the name of Rav: One need not search for a candle on Motza’ei Shabbat
the way one search for other Mitzvot.” This means that if one does not
have a candle for Havdala, one need not go and look for a candle;
rather, one may recite Havdala immediately without reciting the
blessing on the candle.
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NN TY 137 HY 13721 "X — WE DO NOT RECITE THE BLESSING OVER A FLAME UNTIL BENEFIT
IS DERIVED from its illumination.

The Gemara explains
27 MK 1T 20 X — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: wnn MmNy 1nIxX? XY — The
term “UNTIL BENEFIT IS DERIVED from its illumination” does not mean that benefit must
actually be derived from the flame." m7IX% wnnwm 217pa My 1918w Y3 XHx — Rather,
it means to include any [flame] whose illumination is strong enough so that if one stands
near it he can use its illumination, D¥pn P12 ‘5’5’-‘.] — even though he is actually
standing in a place far away from it where he himself cannot benefit from it.” 27 79K 121
"WX — And so, too, did Rav Ashi say: 12w Dipn pinn2 — [The Mishnah] teaches us here
of one who is standing in a place far away from the light, where he himself does not
actually benefit from it."”

The Gemara presents a challenge from a Baraisa:
"M — They challenged this ruling from the following Baraisa: 1 13 mmu =3 1% o
0192 — If ONE HAS A FLAME HIDDEN IN HIS LAP OR IN A LANTERN,” wnnwi X5 nanbw nxw ix
TIXY — OR if HE SAW A FLAME BUT DID NOT USE ITS ILLUMINATION, f1%7 &%) x5 wnnw 1x
nan%W — OR IF HE USED ITS ILLUMINATION BUT DID NOT SEE THE FLAME, 7721 1K — in all
these cases HE DOES NOT RECITE THE BLESSING; mIRY wnnwm nanbw axmw 1y — for no
blessing can be recited UNTIL HE both SEES THE FLAME AND USES ITS ILLUMINATION.



Having cited the Baraisa, the Gemara proceeds with its challenge:
manbw nxn &5 kY wenwn xnbwa — Now, the Baraisa’s case of one who uses its
illumination but did not see the flame is understandable, N1 19p2 Xnp"p1 A% NN2Wn —
as such a situation can be found when the flame is located on the other side of the
corner of a building."” n% nnawn 2 x5 wanw: x5 nanbw nxn X% — But where can
we find an instance of one who saw the flame but did not use its illumination? 8%
XpnT — Is it not when the flame is far away, where he sees the flame but cannot use its
illumination? And thus, the Baraisa’s ruling that one does not recite a blessing in such an
instance contradicts the ruling of Rav Yehudah in the name of Rav. — ? —

The Gemara answers:
K911 Xmy7 113 XY — No! The Baraisa is dealing with where the flame is growing
progressively dimmer, in which case even those standing near the fire cannot use its
illumination."”

I Le. it does not mean that one must actually derive benefit from its illumination in order to recite the
bored me'ores ha'esh blessing, as a simple reading of the Mishnah would suggest. Rather, the intent of the
Mishnah 1s that we do not recite a blessing over a light unless its illumination is suitable for use, 1.e. that
one who stands close to the light could derive benefit from its illumination (see Rashi).

% Where he neither sees the flame nor uses its illumination (Rashba). [Even if the flame is warming his
body, 80 that he is receiving benefit from it, the blesging may not be recited, for in order to make the
blessing one must receive (or be able to receive) benefit from the light of the flame (Ritva),

[See Sheleimah Mizshnaso, who states that according to Rashi the Baraisa speaks of a single case — one
who has a flame hidden in a lantern in his lap — for it is difficult to simply keop a fire in one's lap.)

19271 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: ntwmb o'%na — If we see GLOWING COALS" on
Saturday night, %y 13731 — WE MAY RECITE THE BLESSING OVER THEM. N1hnIX — If we see
DIMMING COALS,” however, Ji%¥ 13721 J"X — WE MAY NOT RECITE THE BLESSING OVER THEM.
The Gemara explains:
nwmb m7 12 — What are considered glowing coals, over which a blessing is recited?
X701 37 "MK — Rav Chisda said: m%xn np%m oop 12105 ouon 198w 55 — Wherever
the coals are still so hot that should one insert a splinter between [the coals], it would
ignite on its own from the heat of the coals.
The Gemara discusses the proper spelling of the word Ninnix, dimming:
1115 xwark — They (the scholars of the academy) inquired: Ny 1% NMRIK — Should the
word omemos be spelled N1nIX (with an aleph), or NNV (with an ayin)? 37 MXT YW RN
MT1AX 12 X701 — Come, hear that which Rav Chisda bar Avdimi said: " X% omx,
"@9R-1A2 1Y — The verse states: Cedars will not dim his [splendor] (amamuhu) in
the garden of the Lord."" In this verse, the word amamuhu, spelled with an ayin, means to
dim; similarly, the word for partially extinguished coals, which are dimmed from their
previous brightness, should be spelled with an ayin.



The Gemara cites a second opinion regarding the Mishnah’s ruling that a blessing cannot
be made over the flame “until benefit is derived from its illumination™:
MR X3 — But Rava said: wnn 1mx? — The Mishnah’s ruling that we do not recite the
blessing over light until benefit is derived from its illumination teaches that one does not
recite the blessing unless he is standing close enough to the fire so that he can actually
benefit "' from its illumination.

The Gemara explains:
31 — And how [close] must he be'” in order to recite the blessing? X%y "mx — Ulla
said: 17185 TpX P2 W 113 — So that he could distinguish between an issar and a
pundyon."” 1nx mpmn — Chizkiyah said: ™9y 5w xanomb mmav Sw xendn pa vow v
— So that he could distinguish between a meluzma of Tiberias and a meluzma of
Tzippori. "

The Gemara relates:
K9M7 XIX 127X 7720 a7 27 — Rav Yehudah would recite the blessing over the light
of the house of Ada Dayala. ' xnn 72 K™ 27X 71an X327 — Rava would recite the
blessing over the light of the house of Guria bar Chama. "' max 72 %278 7121 Mx —
Abaye would recite the blessing over the light of the house of Bar Avuha. "

14 An issar and a pundyon are two different amall coins; a pundyon is worth two issars (see Kiddushin
12a)

This ruling is the source for the custom of looking at one’s fingernails when the blessing over the flame iz
made during Havdalah; distinguizhing between the nail and the surrounding flesh iz akin to
distinguishing between two similar coins (Tos. HaRosh; see Meiri for another explanation of this cuatom)

The Gemara cites an Amoraic ruling:
27 MR 7 21 MR — Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: 77712 "X by N PX

myna by oy — We do not search after a flame over which to recite the blessing in
the manner that we search after mitzvos. " X1 121 "X — R’ Zeira said: mi wrm
X317 — Initially, I would search after a flame over which to recite the blessing. 113
27 MK T 20T xa‘? Xivnwt — But once I heard this statement of Rav Yehudah in the
name of Rav, X377m &% m3 X3x — I, too, do not search after a fire over which to recite
the blessing; X32™an X% % yopn 1x XHx — rather, only when I happen to come upon
a flame do I recite the blessing.
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The Gemara therefore clearly dictates the law regarding the Havdala
candles. We must still discuss the law regarding Besamim. May one
recite Havdala without reciting the blessing on the fragrant object?
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The Rashba in his commentary quotes the Ra’avad who comments on
the Gemara regarding not having to search for a candle on Motza’ei
Shabbat, “This is certainly the case regarding searching for Besamim,
for this is only for one’s own personal benefit.” This means that the
Ra’avad maintained that if the Gemara states that one need not search
for fire on Motza’ei Shabbat and the blessing of “Me’orei Ha’esh” is
completely a blessing of praise to Hashem, certainly one need not
search for Besamim if one does not have it on Motza’ei Shabbat, for
this is a blessing for one’s own enjoyment. If a blessing praising Hashem
is not compulsory on Motza’ei Shabbat, certainly the blessing

upon Besamim on Motza’ei Shabbat is not compulsory for one who
does not have it.
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On the other hand, the Meiri writes that it seems to him that only with
regards to fire did our Sages not obligate one to go and search for it in
order to make a blessing on it; however, one must search

for Besamim to recite a blessing on during Havdala since

the Besamim is taken in honor of Shabbat as it is well-known that the
reason why we recite the blessing on Besamim on Motza’ei Shabbat is
because upon the conclusion of Shabbat, the extra soul every Jew
receives on Shabbat departs and in order to comfort the regular soul,
we smell fragrant objects. Thus, writes the Meiri, even one who does
not have Besamim must go and actively search for Besamim to recite
the blessing on during Havdala on Motza’ei Shabbat.
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Therefore, this issue is subject to a disagreement between the Ra’avad
and Meiri. Halachically speaking, Maran Ha’Shulchan Aruch (Chapter
297) rules that one need not actively search for either a candle

or Besamim on Motza’ei Shabbat, in accordance with the Ra’avad’s
opinion.

Thus, if one does not have Besamim or a candle on Motza’ei Shabbat,
one should recite Havdala without these items and one need not go out
and actively search for a candle or Besamim to recite a blessing on.
Nevertheless, one should preferably take care to have Besamim and a
candle for Motza’ei Shabbat. Once, after spending Shabbat with

Maran zt”l, there was no Besamim for Havdala. He then requested a
lemon and he recited the blessing of “Ha’Noten Re’ach Tov Ba’Perot”
on it. Another time, he recited the blessing on a bottle of perfume. We
see how Maran zt”| would not give up easily on the blessing

of Besamim on Motza’ei Shabbat.



Nice idea:

The Arizal (Rabbi Yitzchak Luria, legendary Kabbalist, Egypt-Tzefat, 16th century)
maintained that for Besamim one should use three Hadasim (myrtle branches, as we
use on Succot), and they should conform to the specifications required for the Hadasim
used on Succot. After Havdalah, one should not discard the Hadasim used for
Besamim; he should rather put them aside until they wilt, at which point they are no
longer suitable for the Beracha and may thus be discarded. Some people have the
practice of leaving them untfil Erev Pesach and burning them with the Chametz.

The Halacha i1s that one that lost the ability to smell
should not make a Bracha on Besomim. But there are
three scenarnos that can change the the way you would
make Havdala this week.

If there are no household members that can smell,
don't make a Bracha on the Besomim(1). (Just sKip it,
the rest of the Havdala is the same.)

If there are other members of the household that are over Bar/Bas Mitzva, and did
not lose the sense of smell, let them make the Bracha on the Besomim, since you
can't be Motzie them(2). In this case make sure not to say Amen on their Bracha(3).
{Since that would be a Hefsek between your Hagafen and the drinking of the wine.)

If the only one that did not lose the sense of smell is a child under Bar/Bas Mitzva,
but old enough to understand the need for Havdala, (which is around the age of 7),
you should make the Bracha to be Motzie the child(4).
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