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Halachot Shabbat

In Honor of Rabbi Sharaby






Topic discussion:
Subject will include- may one move merchandise or samples?
If one plans on return a garment, does it become muktzeh?

How about moving a passport that is on his couch, that one needs the spot?

There is a category of Muktzeh known as "Muktzeh Mahamat Hesron Kis"-items that are Muktzeh
because of their value. These items may not be handled for their designated use, because they are
prohibited, yet the owner will not use them for any other conceivable permitted use, because of their
value. It is prohibited to handle items in this category of Muktzeh for any purpose- whether for a
permitted function, for its place or to protect it.



Introduction to the Laws of Muktzeh
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The Rambam (Chapter 24 of Hilchot Shabbat) writes: “Our Sages prohibited moving certain objects on
Shabbat the way one generally would during the rest of the week. The reason for this prohibition is
because the Sages said that if the prophets commanded one to make sure the way one walks and speaks
on Shabbat does not resemble the way one walks and speaks during the rest of the week as the verse
states, ‘Or to speak your [mundane] words’. Certainly then, the objects one carries on Shabbat should
not be the same as the objects one carries during the rest of the week so that Shabbat should not
appear as a regular weekday in one’s eyes, lest one come to pick up and fix different items from corner
to corner and from house to house or hide rocks and the like, for as one sits idly in one’s house, one will
surely look for something to do and one will then not have rested on Shabbat and he will have
transgressed the Torah’s commandment of, ‘In order that [you] should rest.”

It is clear from the words of the Rambam that the prohibition of Muktzeh is a rabbinic decree, for the
Sages understood that if one would be permitted to carry any object on Shabbat, this would lead to an
extreme disrespect of Shabbat in that one will exert much effort in arranging one’s possessions on
Shabbat and there will be no distinction between Shabbat and the rest of the week, thereby causing one
not to fulfill the Mitzvah of resting on Shabbat as the verse states, “In order that you should rest.” Thus,
our Sages decided to forbid moving Muktzeh objects on Shabbat.
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The Rambam writes an additional reason for this enactment is that if one were to move tools used for
forbidden work on Shabbat (such as a rake or shovel which are tools used for types of works that

are forbidden on Shabbat), one might come to use them slightly and perform a forbidden type of work
on Shabbat. The prohibition of performing forbidden work on Shabbat is very grave indeed and it is thus
proper to distance the public from doing so. The Rambam writes other reasons for the prohibition of
Muktzeh as well. The Ra’avad disagrees and writes a different reason for the prohibition of Muktzeh.
However, this is not the place to go into detail about all of the different reasons behind this issue.
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9. A large saw is one that is used to cut through beams. A colter is the large knifelike part of a plow that
cuts into the ground to make furrows. These utensils are not fit to be used for other purposes [because they
might be ruined). Since the owner is particular about them, he designates a place for storing them, thus
setting them aside and rendering them muktzeh (Rashi; see 123a note 6).

R’ Yose teaches that every utensil may be moved — at least in some instances — except one that is set
aside by its owner because of potential monetary loss (92 17701 nnnn nypm). [The two items he listed are
merely examples of such utensils.] However, R’ Yose does not dispute the fact that there are restrictions on
the movement of other utensils. For example, a forbidden-use utensil may not be moved other than for the
sake of a permissible use or for the sake of its place (see Ramban, Rashba and Ritva MHK ed. above,
122b).

10. The launderer’s riddle was a perforated copper vessel from which the launderer would pour water on
clothing to rinse it. Others explain that clothes would be placed upon the riddle while incense was burned
beneath it, and the scent would reach the clothing through the perforations (Rashi; cf Rabbeinu
Chananel). |Launderers were particular that their riddle not be used for any other purpose.]



Mishnaft "nix o1 2271 — R’ Yose says: 1'Svn 5211 53 — All utensils may be taken
on the Sabbath, M Sw 1nm 51man 1o 11 yIn — except for a large saw

and a colter.

Gemara The Gemara lists other utensils that are subject to the Mishnah’s rule:

12 21 X — Rav Nachman said: X7 mwmnn Sw s myp K90 ixin —
The launderer’s riddle is similar to a colter and is therefore totally muktzeh."” max "mx
— Abaye said: "223XT X210 — A tanner’s knife, Xn22WXT X201 — a butcher’s knife
™M317 R1¥M — and a carpenter’s adze M7 Y™ YW 1N — are similar to a colter and

are muktzeh."

The Gemara discusses the origin of the Mishnah’s rule:

12271 110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: nawa pbun mb5a mybw ormix my miwsna —
ORIGINALLY, THEY SAID that only THREE UTENSILS MAY BE TAKEN ON THE SABBATH — YW yi¥pn
119127 — THE KNIFE used FOR cutting A CAKE OF PRESSED FIGS, T11p YW 100> Knimm — THE
LADLE used FOR skimming FOAM OFF A POT, JN9W "33 YW mivp 1201 — AND A SMALL TABLE-
KNIFE.? AT MIM A M it — Later, THEY PERMITTED movement of additional
utensils, THEY FURTHER PERMITTED AND THEY FURTHER PERMITTED, 11X 1Y — UNTIL THEY
finally SAID: 1w ™M Sw nn 5130 "en 1 yin nawa pbuvn o531 53 — ALL UTENSILS MAY BE
TAKEN ON THE SABBATH EXCEPT FOR A LARGE SAW AND A COLTER."

11. People are particular not to use any of these cutting utensils for ordinary purposes, lest their blades be
nicked. Thus, the owners actively set them aside from Sabbath use, rendering them muktzeh (Rashi).
slaughtering knife, which is disqualified from use if it is nicked. According to this interpretation, ordinary
butchers’ knives are not muktzeh. See also Orach Chaim 308:1.

12. As the Gemara will explain below, in the days of Nechemyah ben Chachalyah (i.e. the beginning of the
Second Commonwealth era) the Rabbis observed a laxity in Sabbath observance. To enhance the sanctity
of the day, they decreed that most utensils not be moved on the Sabbath. [By prohibiting even the
movement of utensils, the Rabbis ensured that people would not unwittingly use the utensils to perform
prohibited melachah (see below, 124b, and Rambam and Raavad, Hil. Shabbos 24:12-13).] The initial
decree was so wide-ranging that it forbade the movement of all utensils except those listed here. These
were excluded from the prohibition due to the frequency with which they are needed (Rashi).

The prohibition never applied to eating implements such as cups, bowls, plates, etc., for these are in
constant use and are rarely used for prohibited melachah. Among other implements, only the three
frequently used ones listed here were excluded from the initial decree (Ritva MHK ed.; see also Tosafos ™
niypn, Chasam Sofer, Sfas Emes and Mishnah Berurah 308:23; of. Shulchan Aruch HaGraz 308:16-17).
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17. According to this view, the halachah follows R’ Shimon that an item need not be prepared for Sabbath
use. However, the halachah follows R’ Yehudah in accepting the category of muktzeh by dint of repugnance.
And certainly, according to this view, the halachah follows R’ Yehudah in accepting the category of muktzeh
by dint of a prohibition as well, since this category is even more stringent than that of muktzeh by dint of
repugnance (see Ramban, Rashba, Rosh; see also Tosafos to 19b "r1 1313 "1 i177; cf. Tos. Yeshanim above

46a; see also Sfas Emes).

[According to some Rishonim, the Gemara’s statement that the halachah follows R’ Shimon “regarding all
the laws of the Sabbath” is not limited to muktzeh issues, but states a general rule that the halachah
follows R’ Shimon in all matters of Sabbath law; e.g. in regard to his well-known positions that an
unintentional act is permitted on the Sabbath and that there is no liability for a labor not needed for its
defined purpose (see the General Introduction to this tractate) (Ramban; Rashba; see also Ritva MHK ed.;
cf. Meiri; Rambam, Hil. Shabbos 1:7).]

18. A used clay oil lamp cannot be used for its primary function of lighting, since that is prohibited on the
Sabbath, and it is not commonly used for any other purpose (e.g. storing trinkets) because of its oily
deposits.

19. According to this view the halachah follows R’ Shimon’s lenient view even in rejecting the category of
muktzeh by dint of repugnance; the halachah follows R’ Yehudah only in recognizing the category of
muktzeh by dint of a prohibition.

The halachah regarding the Sabbath follows this view. Thus, like R’ Yehudah, the halachah recognizes
the category of muktzeh by dint of a prohibition, but it follows R’ Shimon in not accepting the category of
muktzeh by dint of repugnance; nor does the halachah require, as R’ Yehudah does, that an item be
“prepared” for use at the onset of the Sabbath (see Rosh, et al.).

[The Rishonim dispute whether the halachah is equally lenient on Yom Tov; see Rosh here and at the end
of Beitzah; Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 495:4, with Mishnah Berurah.]

20. At the onset of the Sabbath when the flame was burning it was forbidden to move the lamp, since the
lamp served as a base to muktzeh, i.e. as a base to the flame (see above, 47a). Accordingly, even after the

flame goes out the lamp remains muktzeh by dint of a prohibition, i.e. by dint of the prohibition which was
attached to moving the lamp at the onset of the Sabbath (see Tosafos here with Maharshal).




Besides their dispute whether or not an object must be prepared for Sabbath (and Yom
Tov) use, R’ Yehudah and R’ Shimon dispute several other areas of Sabbath law.'® The
Gemara records an Amoraic dispute regarding the final halachah in these matters:

N7 ROX 272 ’;"?;\ — Rav Acha and Ravina disputed [the halachah]: "X 7 — One
said: Tiynw 1213 12%7 A% nawn 522 — Regarding all the laws of the Sabbath, the law
follows R’ Shimon, 01X nnmy fypmn 125 — except in regard to the issue of muktzeh
by dint of repugnance, where the law follows R’ Yehudah."” 313 '»xm — And what is an
example of this? J&1 71 — An old (i.e. used) clay lamp. ¥ 9K 7m — And one said: nypina
T'wnw 1213 1397 M1 oxm npnn — Even in regard to the issue of muktzeh by dint of
repugnance the law follows R’ Shimon. Thus, the law always follows R’ Shimon, 72%
MO NRNR ¥R — except in regard to the issue of muktzeh by dint of a prohibition.
19 311 '8 — And what is an example of this? naw mnixa 72 351w 713 — A lamp in
which a flame had been lit for the Sabbath, and which was burning at the onset of the
Sabbath. Even though the fire has since gone out, it is considered muktzeh by dint of a
prohibition.” o 1PN npm nyYpm Sax — However, in regard to something that is
muktzeh for fear of monetary loss,”" ir1in Jiynw 127 19DX — even R’ Shimon concedes
that it should be treated stringently, jan7— for we learned in a Mishnah: 22 mban 5;
nawa 15v1 — ALL UTENSILS MAY BE TAKEN ON THE SABBATH >’ 51131 191 yIn — EXCEPT FOR A
LARGE sAW? imwmn 5w N — AND A COLTER,” which are not used for other purposes lest

they become damaged.”

The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 308:1) gives the example of knives that are used for professional
purposes, such as a Shohet’s knife, a tanner’s knife, barber shears, and a Mohel’s knife. As these knives
are very delicate, their owners ensure not to touch them when they are not being used for their
designated purpose. Halacha therefore regards these knives as Mukseh, and they may not be moved on
Shabbat for any reason, even for a permissible purpose, and even to protect them from the rain, sun,
etc.



Rishonim®:

INIX O'T'TA X7 DYD NI LYIAR DI 17 Y'Y 9D 72U ANDW (:X2)7 NAW) MI'RNN 12'20 N2TA 1IIXYAYW NN
INIX 70707 AWIN X7 DTRNIL,DIPNA 17 1VAPY 190 N2 INIXK 70707 110X , T2 0710 XNAIT? 10D ,minn
AUNT 7INY KX (I'Y 220 [INAD NI D NTRXIDILI70707 AN PREL,Wnn Axpm XN pv1,0u9 X
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We do find, however, that the Meiri (Shabbat 121b) writes that if the vessel has a designated
location and it is never moved, such as a very heavy ladder, it is Muktzeh on Shabbat since one
has designated a place for it and does not intend to carry it at any time. Hagaon Harav Ben-
Zion Abba Shaul zt”l rules likewise.

On the other hand, Rashi and Tosafot (Eruvin 77b and 78a) write explicitly that even a very
heavy ladder that is never moved (as was commonly used in those days to climb from floor to
floor in their homes) may be moved on Shabbat when the need arises. One may infer from their
words that the fact that any given object has a designated place does not give it Muktzeh status
unless the object is expensive and the usual usage of this object entails a forbidden action on
Shabbat.

Indeed, Hagaon Harav Meir Bransdorfer zt”l writes (in his Responsa Kenei Bosem, Volume 1,
Chapter 18) that it is not make sense to say that an object used for a permissible action on
Shabbat should be categorized as Muktzeh due to monetary loss. Furthermore, Maran zt”|
discusses this matter lengthily (in his Chazon Ovadia- Shabbat, Volume 3, page 261) and
concludes that this category of Muktzeh applies only to objects used for actions prohibited on
Shabbat and are quite expensive, such as a slaughterer’s knife, a camera, an electric shaver, and
the like. Indeed, such great Poskim as Hagaon Rabbeinu Shneur Zalman of Liadi (author of the
Tanya) and Hagaon Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”| concur. When Maran zt”l would discuss this
matter, he would quote verbatim the words of the Kenei Bosem since he considered his
rationale regarding this topic very correct.

1 Rishonim- were the leading rabbis and poskim who lived approximately during the 11th to 15th
centuries, in the era before the writing of the Shulchan Aruch


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shulchan_Aruch

Practical examples:
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We shall now discuss another category of Muktzeh: “Muktzeh due to monetary loss”. This
refers to objects which people are careful not to use besides for their designated purpose, such
as a Shechita (ritual slaughtering) or Berit Milah (circumcision) knife which are expensive and
delicate and people are usually very careful with them. Similarly, electric shavers and cameras,
besides for being “tools used for work forbidden on Shabbat” can also be classified as objects
which are “Muktzeh due to monetary loss.” One is forbidden to move these kinds of objects
under any circumstances.
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Included in this form of Muktzeh is a ritual slaughter or circumcision knife, expensive
discs, and the like which people are usually quite careful with not to move from their
designated place.

It seems based on this that expensive silver items, such as a silver fragrance box, or
expensive pieces of artwork like paintings hanging on the wall which people are careful
not to use for any other purpose so as not to ruin or break them retain the law of
Muktzeh due to monetary loss.



Nevertheless, the Poskim discuss this matter and write that the classification of
Muktzeh due to monetary loss applies only to objects whose regular use involves some
sort of prohibition. For instance, a slaughterer’s knife is used for slaughtering which is
prohibited on Shabbat. A disc is used to play music which is prohibited on Shabbat.
Similarly, all of the examples of this type of Muktzeh the Gemara and Poskim use for this
form of Muktzeh are objects whose regular use entails some form of prohibition in
addition to being extremely careful with the object.

However, if the object is permissible for use on Shabbat, such as an expensive painting,
artwork, silver vessels, and the like, it is not clear at all this these items fall under the
category of Muktzeh due to monetary loss.
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Clothing designated to be sold as merchandise in a store is likewise Muktzeh on
Shabbat since the owner is very careful that they do not get ruined and they are
designated for a use that is prohibited on Shabbat. However, expensive silver
vessels meant to adorn the house are permitted to be moved. Similarly, a picture
or painting hanging on the wall that falls off on Shabbat may be moved since it is
not used for a prohibited purpose.

Summary: An expensive object designated for a use that is prohibited on Shabbat,
such as clothing meant for sale, a camera, a ritual slaughterer’s knife, and the like
may not be moved on Shabbat even for its own innate use or the use of its space.
However, expensive objects not used for prohibited purposes, such as silver
vessels, portraits, and the like may be moved on Shabbat although one is very
careful that they do not get ruined.



Electrical devices:
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Based on this, the Sefer Shemirat Shabbat Ke’Hilchata writes that any electronic devices which
people are usually careful to protect from becoming ruined have the status of “Muktzeh due to
monetary loss.” This includes: Tape recorders, cassette tapes, records, cameras, postage
stamps, metro cards, foreign currency and computer paper.

Nevertheless, Maran zt”| writes that not all of the aforementioned items are considered
“Muktzeh due to monetary loss”, such as a tape, for although it is not usually moved around
from place to place, nevertheless, wherever necessary it may be moved for its own use or use
of its place, similar to other “tools used for work forbidden on Shabbat.” Therefore, if there is a
tape lying in a place where one would like to sit or serve food, the tape may be relocated to a
different place.

Summary: “Muktzeh due to monetary loss” refers to any object which one is careful not to use
for any other purpose other than its intended use because of its innate value, such as a camera,
a Berit Milah knife, and the like. In the following Halacha we will, G-d willing, discuss this matter
further.



Important documents:

Examples of this category included important documents, such as passports, driver's licenses or a
birth certificate. These items are prohibited from use on Shabbat, as they may not be read, and at the
same time, they are too important to use for any other permitted purpose. A credit card and bills or
receipts that one saves are also Mukse Mahamat Hesron Kis. They are different from a regular sheet
of paper, which although is designated a Keli She'm'lachto L'isur, because it is designated for writing,
but it may be used for a permitted function or for its place. The Sefer Tiltul Shabbat also includes in
this category items which were purchased and one intends to return them. Since they are being
designated for return, on will not use it for any purpose, including permitted functions, so as not to
lose the opportunity to return it intact. This would be like merchandise which is also Mukse.

SUMMARY

Important documents and items designated for return to a store are Mukse and may not be handled
for any purpose.
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An empty wallet that has never been used to contain money is not considered Muktzeh; if a wallet has
been used for money, one may not move it on Shabbat even if it is presently empty.



