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Tonight’s learning is sponsored in honor of Mark Faham

Rosh Hashana Shabbat



Week 32

Topic:

ROSH HASHANA PART 1

The custom of Tashlich
First day of Rosh Hashana, even on Shabbat?
Ladies/ children?
Before Minha or after Minha?

Can one make it up if he missed it?
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29b YOM TOV CHAPTER FOUR ROSH_HASHANAH

Chapter Four

Mishnafi The Mishnah discusses the law of shofar blowing when Rosh Hashanah occurs
on the Sabbath:
nawa nimb Sow mawn wra 5w 2iv ot — When the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashanah fell on
the Sabbath, Pypin 11 w1pna — they would blow the shofar in the Temple, X5 Hax
M2 — but not in the provinces. I wIpnRa N1 anwn — After the Second Temple
was destroyed, 1™ N2 i3 v nipn 533 pypin 1w X3t 12 AT 127 Ppnt — Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai instituted that they should blow the shofar wherever there is
a Beis Din.” 71y5x 1217 "X — R’ Elazar said: 7252 1212 K9X 131 12 1201 121 7P KDY —
Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai instituted this practice only in Yavneh. ¥ i rmx —
They said to him: "1 12 13 W oipn 53 181 M2 1K — He instituted it both for Yavneh
and for any other place in which there is a Beis Din."
The Mishnah continues:

m Sy e obu ami NRY 1Y) — And in this additional respect was Jerusalem
superior to Yavneh: " i1 xmw 1y 53w — that any town that could see Jerusalem,
nynivl — and could hear, 211 — and was near, Xia% 15131 — and could come to
Jerusalem, 'Wpin — would blow the shofar on the Sabbath; maa xbx Pypin 1 K5 MM
7253 1 — whereas in Yavneh, they would blow only in the Beis Din itself. "

Gemara The Gemara seeks the source for the rule that the shofar is generally not blown
on the Sabbath:
"9 11 X1 — From where is this matter derived? 72 xnn 127 K KM 72 1% @21 MK
xmn — R’ Levi bar Lachma said in the name of R’ Chama bar Chanina: 78 2103
"IIYITN 7N0T 1iNaw, IX — There is a Scriptural contradiction regarding Rosh Hashanah.
One verse states: . . . a rest day, a remembrance of teruah sounding;” nix TIX 2NN
+n3% M YN o, — and another verse states: a day of teruah sounding shall it be
for you."” The first verse implies that the shofar must merely be remembered, whereas the
latter one states that it must actually be sounded! x'Wp X% — Perforce, we must say that this
is not a difficulty. nawa nim5 5w 2w oia (82 — Here, in the first verse, the Torah refers
to a year when the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashanah falls on the Sabbath, Sy 2iv nina 183
5ina NS — whereas there, in the second verse, it refers to a year when the Yom Tov
falls on a weekday. Thus, on a weekday we are commanded to sound the shofar, but on the
Sabbath we are commanded to merely commemorate it.""”

The Gemara rejects this explanation:



K27 " — Rava said: X171 XnmMiNTh X — If it is under Biblical law that the shofar
blowing is excluded on the Sabbath, 11'wpn 127 wipna — how could they have blown it in
the Temple? 71y — And furthermore, X1 12X%n 18Y X7 — this act of blowing the shofar
is not a forbidden labor, "v1ynb Xqp MLYNT — that a verse should be required to
exclude doing it on the Sabbath."! bxmw 37 X7 — For a Baraisa was taught in the
academy of Shmuel: wyn X% m1ay noxbn-53, — Scripture states: YOU SHALL DO NO
LABORIOUS WORK."” 7B\ ny'»n nn¥? — EXCLUDED from this prohibition are THE BLOWING OF
A SHOFAR NBiT N1 — AND THE REMOVAL OF BREAD from an oven,"” maxbn may maon xw
— SINCE [EACH] IS just A SKILL AND is NOT considered creative LABOR."* — ? —
The Gemara presents a different explanation:

X217 "R XPx — Rather, said Rava: My Xwn XNkt — Under Biblical law, it is
surely permitted to blow the shofar on the Sabbath, M2 =127 X111 13271 — but it is the
Rabbis who decreed against it, 12773 — in accordance with a dictum of Rabbah. "nx7
1121 — For Rabbah said: 10w ny'pna payn 550 — Everyone is obligated in the shofar
blowing, 91w nypna pPrpa 590 PR — but not everyone is proficient in shofar
blowing. 71155 1pan Syx 751 112 15Yr XpW 11 — Therefore, the Rabbis issued a decree
against blowing the shofar on the Sabbath, lest one take [a shofar] in his hand, and go
to an expert to learn how to blow it, 313771 M2 Nink Yyaax 1711y — and inadvertently
transport it four amos through a public domain, which is a violation of Biblical law."”
25157 XYL 1M — And this is also the reason for the decree against taking the lulav on
the day of Succos that falls on the Sabbath;"® n%man1 xnyv MM — and this is also the
reason for the decree against reading the Megillah on a Purim that falls on the Sabbath.""”



14. Only activities that are classified as creative “labor” are Biblically prohibited on the Sabbath and
festivals. The Baraisa teaches that neither the blowing of the shofar nor the removal of bread are
considered creative laborious activities, and therefore, they are not prohibited Biblically (see Yom Teruah
5xmw 127 KN Xna 7177; of. our edition of Shabbos, 117b note 22 and 131b note 43). Accordingly, how can
you say that the verse a remembrance of teruah sounding comes to establish a Biblical restriction against
blowing the shofar on the Sabbath?

[There is an opinion that discretionary shofar blowing is Rabbinically prohibited on the Sabbath and Yom

Tov, due to the skilled effort involved. However, this Rabbinic prohibition certainly does not apply to the
blowing that is required on Rosh Hashanah, even when it falls on the Sabbath (Zosafos noa n™11 0+1; see
also Tosafos to Chullin 84b "mw Ny pn 171, Rama, Orach Chaim 596:1, with Taz §2 and 588:5, and Magen
Avraham §2 and 588:4; cf. Pnei Yehoshua to 30a 1221 17712 '0na 171).]

15. Since he is obligated in the shofar blowing, in his agitation to fulfill the mitzvah he may forget himself
and carry the shofar in the public domain (Rashi to Megillah 4b). [The Rabbis are empowered to suspend

positive Biblical commandments for the general preservation of the Torah (Ritva, from Yevamos 90a-b).]

Since the prohibition against shofar blowing on the Sabbath is a Rabbinic safeguard, it was not applied
in the Temple, in keeping with the general rule that wpna maw X, Rabbinic safeguards do not apply in
the Temple (Rashi; see Pesachim 65a and Eruvin 102b-104b; cf. Turei Even; see Rashi to Eruvin 102b 771
T NN and 10X (XD XD T77).

[There would seem to be another reason for the decree — namely, that one might inadvertently carry the
shofar from a private domain to a public domain, which is also forbidden by Biblical law. However, the
Gemara does not consider that concern significant enough to have triggered the decree. People are not
likely to make the mistake of carrying from a private domain to a public domain, since the boundary
between a private domain and a public one is usually demarcated (Tosafos xpnw o~71; cf. Rashi to Succah

43a).]

16. The Mishnah and Gemara in Succah (42b-44a) teach that the Rabbis forbade taking the [ulav in hand
on the Sabbath that occurs during the festival of Succos, due to the concern that one might take his lulav
to an expert to learn the laws regarding its waving, and might carry it four amos in a public domain.

It is noteworthy that the Rabbis did not provide a dispensation for taking the [ulav in the presence of a
beis din, as they did for blowing the shofar. They were more lenient regarding the shofar blowing because
of the critical role that the shofar plays in conveying our remembrance before God on the Day of Judgment,

as explained in note 2 (Tosafos narma K5 Hax 171; see there for discussion of a further distinction between

the laws of shofar and lulav; see Tosafos, Rashba, Ritva and Ran for alternative explanations).
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The Gemarah in Masechet Rosh Hashanah (29) notes that the Torah uses two different terms
in reference to the holiday of Rosh Hashanah. On one occasion the Torah calls this day “Yom
Teruah” — “a day of sounding the Shofar” — whereas elsewhere it refers to it as “Zichron
Teruah” — “a commemoration of sounding the Shofar.” The Gemarah explains that these
different terms refer to two different situations. When Rosh Hashanah falls on a weekday (as it
does this year, 5775), it is observed as a “Yom Teruah” and the Shofar is sounded. But when it
falls on Shabbat then the holiday is only a “Zichron Teruah,” a day when we mention the Shofar
but we do not sound the Shofar. For this reason, the text of the Rosh Hashanah Amidah prayer
changes when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat. Normally, in our prayers we refer to Rosh
Hashanah as “Yom Teruah,” but when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat, we change the text to
“Zichron Teruah.” The Shulhan Aruch (582:7) rules that if one mistakenly recited “Yom Teruah”
in the Amidah prayer on Rosh Hashanah when it falls on Shabbat, he does not have to repeat the
Amidah, despite the mistake that he made. Several reasons are given for this ruling. Firstly, the
reason why the Shofar is not sounded when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat is out of concern
that one might carry the Shofar through a public domain, in violation of Shabbat. However, an
exception is made in a place with an authoritative Bet Din, as people in such communities are
more careful, and thus the Shofar is sounded even on Shabbat. Therefore, at least in theory, Rosh
Hashanah is a “’Yom Teruah” even when it falls on Shabbat, and if one mistakenly recited “Yom
Teruah” on Shabbat, he does not have to repeat the Amidah. Moreover, there are those who
suggest that although we do not sound the Shofar on Shabbat, in the Heavens the Shofar is blown
even when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat, thus justifying the recitation of the term “Yom
Teruah” even on Shabbat.

There is an interesting question is posed on this topic.

If one blew Shofar on Shabbat, day one of the holiday, and said y»mw, does he say u»naw
on day two as well? Do we say he fulfilled the Biblical obligation on Shabbat, and so he said
wnw correctly, or do we say that since the Rabbis forbade one to blow on Shabbat Rosh
Hashana out of the concern he may carry, we consider his w2 in vain?

Hacham Ovadia answers:

LY M2Uw 90 HY AR WY DO 23 PR 7921 NAwa Hw 7w wRIT PWRD 212 1912 YN 12w n
5 79URY PNIDTD PR IR NP TR 2IPR DM 2I2TT NN NAR 1T 1102 ROW 1R 9" NOoTA
TR WR DWW OIWT 2192 WM T2 K TO9NT NAWS IR WRN 1PIDN DWW YIPNY MIRN RNVMINTAT
YRINY nya

Translation: One who mistakenly blows on the first day of Rosh Hashana on Shabbat has
fulfilled somewhat of a mitzvah and his y»rnw is not in vain. As a result, one should not repeat
the 1°mw on the second day of Rosh Hashana.
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As we know, it is customary on the first day of Rosh Hashanah to observe the practice of
Tashlich which involves going to a river and reciting a number of verses related to G-d’s
compassion and forgiveness, including the verse, “Ve’tashlich Be’msolot Yam Kol Hatotam”
(““You shall cast all their sins to the depths of the sea” — Micha 7:19). Although the Shulhan
Aruch does not mention this practice, it is mentioned by the Rama, in his glosses to the Shulhan
Aruch, and it was taught also by the Arizal (Rav Yishak Luria, 1534-1572), as mentioned in
Sha’ar Ha’kavanot. The Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in his work Od
Yosef Hai, decries the fact that some people view Tashlich as some magical way of atoning for
their sins. Tashlich is symbolic of the casting of our sins into the “depths of the sea,” but this
requires the long, intensive process of Elul and the High Holiday period during which we pray,
repent and make a sincere commitment to change.

What about Tashlich on Shabbat?
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The Mishna Berura (Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan of Radin, 1839-1933) observes the custom of some
communities to delay Tashlich to the second day of Rosh Hashanah when the first day falls on
Shabbat. This is done to protect against possible violations of Shabbat by people who will want
to bring their Mahzor with them and might bring it outside the Erub.
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All leading Sephardic Poskim, including the Ben Ish Hai, Hacham Bension, and Hacham Ovadia
Yosef, ruled that Tashlich should be performed on the first day of Rosh Hashanah even if it falls
on Shabbat — and, in fact, especially if it falls on Shabbat. The Arizal taught that Tashlich should
be recited close to sunset on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, because it was then — at the very
end of the day on Rosh Hashanah —when Adam was forgiven for his sin of eating from the
forbidden tree. This time is the most auspicious time for praying for forgiveness, because this is
the time when Adam earned forgiveness. Therefore, Tashlich is especially appropriate on
Shabbat afternoon, which is an "Et Rason™ — a time when we have a unique opportunity to find
favor in G-d’s eyes. Therefore, the custom among Sephardim is to perform Tashlich on the first
day of Rosh Hashanah even if it falls on Shabbat.



The Reason to Permit Tashlich on Shabbat and not Shofar:

S37WA DY INWIY I N0 W OTN NINNN ITY 1919910 NPT 99IY
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However, as for the concern that someone might bring his Mahzor to Tashlich, Hacham Bension
responds that this concern arises only with regard to bona fide mitzvot, such as Shofar, as a
person might be so anxious about performing the Mitzvah that he will forget about the Shabbat
restrictions. For this reason, the Sages suspended the Mitzvah of Shofar when Rosh Hashanah
falls on Shabbat. When it comes to Tashlich, however, which is just a custom, there is no such
concern, and so Tashlich may be performed on Shabbat

Shofar and Lulav is an obligation and because the people are concerned to get it done, they may
come to carry.

What about Brit Milah? Why are we not concerned that the person performing the Brit Milah
may carry the knife? Because it’s a personal mitzvah, the people around the father will remind
him.

If one did not for whatever reason recite Tashlich on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, he recites it
on the second day, in which case he should recite it immediately after Mussaf. When reciting
Tashlich on the second day of Rosh Hashanah, one should specifically not recite it late in the
afternoon, as this is a time of judgment.
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Following Mincha services of the first day of Rosh Hashanah, it is customary to go
to a seashore, river, well, or pit in order to recite the order of “Tashlich.” If there is no
river, lake, or pond in close proximity of one’s vicinity, it is likewise perfectly acceptable
to recite the order of Tashlich upon a bucket of water or a running hose or faucet. This
was indeed the custom of Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef z¢”’/ who would recite
“Tashlich,” along with his entire congregation, on a bucket of water. This custom, along
with the reason behind it, is mentioned in the book of customs authored by Rabbeinu
Yaakov Molin: “It is customary to go to a sea or river on Rosh Hashanah in order to
(symbolically) throw all of our sins to the depths of the sea.”

The reason for this custom is based on the Midrash which states, “When Avraham
Avinu went with Yitzchak to Mount Moriah to offer him as a sacrifice as he was
commanded, the Satan preceded them on the way and began to persuade Avraham against
this and prevent him from fulfilling Hashem’s commandment. When the Satan saw that he
was unsuccessful in persuading Avraham against sacrificing Yitzchak, the Satan went
before them and turned into a large river so that they would not be able to cross.
Nevertheless, Avraham and Yitzchak continued on their journey unperturbed and entered
the water until it reached their necks. Avraham Avinu then lifted his eyes heavenwards
and exclaimed: ‘Master of the World! You have appeared to me and told me, Take
Yitzchak, your only son whom you love, go to the land of the Moriah, and bring him there
as an offering. | have not thought twice about this and I have not hindered your command.
If we drown in this river, who will sanctify your great name? Save me G-d, for the water
have reached my very soul!” Immediately, Hashem castigated the Satan and he
disappeared.”

The holy Zohar states that Akedat Yitzchak (the binding and near-offering of
Yitzchak) occurred on Rosh Hashanah; it is for this reason that the Torah portion read on
Rosh Hashanah deals with Akedat Yitzchak. Similarly, it is for this reason that we
customarily go to river or pond on Rosh Hashanah in order to recite Tashlich on Rosh
Hashanah in order to commemorate the merits of Avraham and Yitzchak.

Another reason for the custom of Tashlich is recorded in the Siddur Aholei Yaakov which
is that the Gemarah (Horayot 12a) states that when a new king is anointed, he is anointed
next to a spring to symbolize that his reign should be continuous. Similarly, Rav
Mesharshia told his children that when they study Talmud, they should do so at the
seashore or at the riverbank to symbolize that just as these waters flow continuously, so
should your Torah study flow continuously and you should never forget it. Since we
perform many symbolic actions on Rosh Hashanah as a good sign for the coming year, it
is therefore customary to go to the river to symbolize that Hashem’s mercy and kindness
should flow continuously to us and that He inscribe us in the Book of Life for a good and
peaceful life and that He forgive us for all of our sins, as the verse states, “I am hereby
turning to you like a river of peace.”

There are several other reasons for Tashlich according to the Kabbalah. Indeed, Maran zz I, who usually followed
customs based on the revealed Torah, would read the entire text of the Zohar quoted in Machzorim as part of the
order of Tashlich. In the last years of his life, a large bucket filled with water was brought to the synagogue’s porch
and the congregation, along with Maran, would go out onto the porch and recite Tashlich. When asked what the
connection was between the text of the Zohar we read and the custom of Tashlich, Maran z¢ "/ replied, “There are
certain questions we do not ask.”



Tashlich with Fish:
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It is preferable to do Tashlich in water with live fish, since fish is the symbol of not being
affected by Ayin Hara. Additionally, it’s a sign that we should strive to multiply like fish.
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Another reason for Tashlich by water is that water represents kindness and Rosh Hashana we are
asking for the kindness of Hashem.
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Another reason, since Rosh Hashana we inaugurate god as the king. In Eber it was customary to
inaugurate a king by the water.

Why we use fish?
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Fish get judged by the fisherman and his net; Fish stand between life and death. When saying
Tashlich over fish, we are symbolizing that also we stand between life and death.
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V. Quick Recap: Rosh Hashana Shabbat

When the first day of Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat, a number of passages are added to the
prayer service that mention Shabbat. One who forgets to add these insertions and does not
mention Shabbat in the Amidah on Shabbat Rosh Hashanah, must repeat the Amidah.

The Shulhan Aruch (Orah Haim 598) writes that although generally “Sidkatecha” is omitted
from the Minha service on Shabbat if it is a festive occasion, such as Yom Tob, nevertheless,
“Sidkatecha” is recited during Minha on Shabbat Rosh Hashanah. "Sidkatecha™ includes the
expression, “Mishpatecha Tehom Rabba,” which speaks of G-d’s judgment, and it is therefore
especially appropriate for Rosh Hashanah. Hence, it is recited despite Rosh Hashanah also being
a Yom Tob. Some Ashkenazim omit “Sidkatecha” from Minha on Shabbat Rosh Hashanah, as
noted by the Rama (Rav Moshe Isserles, Cracow, 1530-1572), but the standard practice among
Sephardim is to recite “Sidkatecha” in such a case.

On Mosa’ceh Shabbat, the second night of Rosh Hashanah, we add the section of
“Va’todi’enu” to our Amidah prayer at Arbit. This recitation takes the place of “Ata Honantanu”
which is normally added to the Arbit prayer on Mosa’eh Shabbat. On a normal Mosa’eh Shabbat,
if one forgot to recite “Ata Honantanu” in Arbit, and then ate before reciting Habdalah, he must
repeat the Amidah. The Sages enacted this law as a “penalty” of sorts for the person who both
forgot to add “Ata Honantanu” and also made the mistake of eating before Habdalah. However,
Hacham Bension Abba Shaul (Jerusalem, 1924-1998) writes in Or Le’sion (vol. 3) that this
unique law does not apply to “Va’todi’enu.” Thus, one who forgets to add “Va’todi’enu” to the
Amidah when Mosa’eh Shabbat is Yom Tob does not repeat the Amidah, even if he mistakenly
eats before reciting the combination of Kiddush and Habdalah. Hacham Bension explains that
the recitation of “Ata Honantanu” was enacted by the Ansheh Kenesset Ha’gedola (“Men of the
Great Assembly,” the group of leading Rabbis at the beginning of the Second Commonwealth),
who also imposed a penalty. The text of “Va’todi’enu” was instituted much later, during the
times of the Amoraim, and they did not impose such a penalty.

Generally, it is improper to eat a meal on the afternoon before Yom Tob, so that one begins
Yom Tob with a hearty appetite. Nevertheless, when the first day of Yom Tob is Shabbat, it is
permissible to eat Se’uda Shelishit in the afternoon, even though that night is Yom Tob. As the
Mishna Berura explains, since eating Se’uda Shelishit fulfills a Mitzvah, it is allowed. If
possible, one should recite Minha Gedola earlier in the afternoon, and then have an early Se’uda
Shelishit. (However, even if one recites Minha early, he must remember not to recite Tashlich
until later in the day, before sundown, as discussed.)

Women light candles on the second night of Rosh Hashanah at the conclusion of Shabbat.
Before lighting, they must recite, “Baruch Ha’mabdil Ben Kodesh Le’kodesh.” The Kiddush on
the second night of Rosh Hashanah which falls on Mosa’eh Shabbat is a combined Kiddush and
Habdala, following the sequence known by the acrostic “Yaknehaz” (“Yayin,” “Kiddush,”
“Ner,” “Habdala,” “Zeman”). Usually, on Mosa’eh Shabbat, when we recite the Beracha over a
candle, we should use an Abuka (“torch”), meaning, at least two wicks that are combined. When
Mosa’eh Shabbat is Yom Tob, however, this poses a problem, because the candle may not be



extinguished. It is therefore advisable to purchase before Yom Tob specially-prepared, small
“Abukot” for this purpose. If one does not have such a candle available, he should simply recite
the Beracha over his Yom Tob candles. Hacham Bension writes that one should not combine two
candles to form an Abuka, because it would then be forbidden to separate them until the fire is
extinguished.

Summary: When the first day of Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat, according to Sephardic
practice, “Sidkatecha” is recited at Minha, and Tashlich is recited late in the afternoon, as usual.
Se’uda Shelishit may be eaten during the afternoon, though it should preferably be eaten earlier
in the afternoon, if possible. “Va’todi’enu” is added to the Arbit prayer on the second night of
Yom Tob. Women recite “Baruch Ha’mabdil Ben Kodesh Le’kodesh” before lighting candles on
the second night of Yom Tob. Kiddush and Habdala are combined on the second night, including
the Beracha over a candle. Ideally, one should obtain before Yom Tob a small candle with two or
more wicks for this purpose. If no such candle is available, he recites the Beracha over the
Shabbat candles.



