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SHAARE ZION

Tonight’s learning is sponsored in honor of Mark Faham



Week 32

Topic:

ROSH HASHANA PART 1

TOPIC DISCUSSION

Why is Rosh Hashana the day chosen for people to be judged?
The mitzvah of shofar; Is the mitzvah to blow or to listen.

Why do we blow shofar on Rosh Hashana?
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The Gemara elaborates on the four times of vear when judgment is passed:

run — It was taught in a Baraisa: K2'p¥ 27 D1 777171 127 ME — R YEHUDAH RELATED IN
THE NAME OF R' AKIVA: MDE2 1Y 18727 77N MK M2 121 — WHY DID THE TORAH STATE:

BRING THE OMER ON PESACH?" XY X120 10T ND2IW 1810 — BECAUSE PESACH IS THE TIME FOR

the judgment on PRODUCE. ¥171 T2 IR0 9K — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 1S HE, SAID, 1420

N3 Y 185 — “BRING BEFORE ME THE OMER ON PESACH M2 nxX1an o0a% Jiannw 12 —

S0 THAT THE PRODUCE IN THE FIELDS BE BLESSED FOR YOU.” "MW 1X'37 070 770K R 29m

nI¥Ya o — AND WHY DID THE TORAH STATE: BRING THE TWO LOAVES ON SHAVUO0S? ™ von

KT 193K NTYD P NO¥YY — BECAUSE SHAVUOS IS THE TIME FOR judgment on FRUITS OF THE

TREE. K1 N3 WP 71 — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SAID, N¥¥2 on’m ynw ap% wan —
“BRING BEFORE ME THE TWO LOAVES ON SHAVUOS 198 ni1s 0ab 1992m ™13 — S0 THAT THE

FRULTS OF THE TREE BE BLESSED FOR YOU.™" 2132 0M) 1303 0710 M0 M9 N0 — AND WHY DID

THE TORAH STATE: MAKE WATER LIBATIONS DURING THE FESTIVAL [of Succos|? Because Succos is

the time for the judgment on water. K% 12 WP 19X — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED 1S HE, SAID,

SO THAT THE ANNUAL RAINS BE BLESSED FOR YoU ™/ minnar nvabn mwa weaa uph max

oW — AND furthermore God said, “RECITE BEFORE ME ON ROSH HASHANAH verses of
KINGSHIP, REMEMBRANCE AND SHOFAR: " 022y miavanw 13 nabn — Verses of KINGSHIP, IN

ORDER TO ACCEPT MY SOVEREIGNTY UPON YOURSELVES; 13109 %0% ooy nbymw 13 mnar —

verses of REMEMBRANCE, 80 THAT YOUR REMEMBRANCE SHOULD RISE BEFORE ME FAVORABLY;

131 — AND WITH WHAT should these verses be recited? 951/3 — WITH A SHOFAR*™

The Gemara cites another statement about the shofar:
Pt 137 MR — And R’ Yitzchak said: mygn wx12 pypin me%? — Why do we sound the
shofar on Rosh Hashanah?

The Gemara is perplexed by the question:
Prein mS — Why do we sound the shofar? 1Wwpn "mx xmna — The Merciful One said to
sound it! — 7 —

The Gemara rephrases the question:
Prrm mb xPx — Rather, why do we sound a feruah on Rosh Hashanah?

The Gemara is equally puzzled by this version:
Pyrm — Sound a teruah? TN N2, Mwx Xm0 — The Merciful One stated that
Rosh Hashanah should include: A mention of a teruah blast! ™" — 7 —

The Gemara clarifies the question:
Pawy e pyrm prpin mb X% — Rather, why do we sound a tekiah and a teruah
when [the congregation] are sitting,

MW WS P PYpIin) — and then again sound a fekiah and a teruah when they
are standing? "' jpwn 2379% 115 — In order to confuse Satan. -

Having cited one teaching of R’ Yitzchak. the Gemara begins a series of other, related
teachings by the same Amora:"’
POy 21 mx1 — And R’ Yitzchak said: nnbnna % pypin pxw mw 93 — Any year in
which they do not sound a tekiah (i.c. blow the shofar) in its beginning on Rosh
Hashanah, 791032 7% pymn — they will sound a teruah out of sorrow at its end. ' 'xn
KXRYY — What is the reason? oW a27px &X57 — Because Satan did not become
confused.
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It is a positive Torah commandment to hear the Shofar blasts on the day of
Rosh Hashanah, as the verse states, “It shall be a day of [Shofar] blasts for

”

you.

"o1V 71 ymw?" 101w nywnl ,Dnxy NIY{ENN AT PY 7221, NIENN ' 12T7 NI0KNI
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One may not speak between the various sets of Shofar blasts and certainly not
during the blasts themselves.

1'RI |"TAIY [AWD NIDNQ NTO 7V YPINY RIN AW [QWD YPINY DT 1YY AT 0"ann
ATIN 11'K 1YY 9"YX DN NO ORI TAIYNY NIY'PNT7 NAYIMY NIY'ZN 2 12N

Nani

217 ymW7 XX VIPNT 102N 12'RY 11X XK1Y K71 YRIN K7 N'YUNY ' IvaT7 winmi

NN XN IAY 72 77aval oY

The Rambam writes that we blow sitting part of the order of the berachot. One
should not talk throughout, if he does speak, he doesn’t have to repeat the
beracha.

,(D'WITHYJ NN 09TINY '93) ANIWVPNN 2T i v DX 0'7019n "2ITa n'NIaN I|7'7I'1]
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The Poskim disagree regarding whether or not it is permissible to recite the
order of confession (which is printed in most Rosh Hashanah prayer books).
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Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt’/ rules that one may not recite this confessional prayer
between the sets of the Shofar blasts, for this causes one to enter the realm of a blessing
in vain and it becomes doubtful whether or not one must recite the blessing on the Shofar
blasts again; even if one has customarily recited this confessional prayer in the past, one
must discontinue this custom at once. Nevertheless, if one would like to read this
confessional prayer with one’s eyes only and ponder it in one’s heart, this is indeed
permissible between the sets of blasts; however, during the time the Shofar blasts are

actually being sounded, one must sit silently and listen carefully to the Shofar blasts.



Women and shofar:
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Women are exempt from hearing the Shofar blasts since this is positive, time-
bound Mitzvah and women are exempt from such Mitzvot as we have discussed
on several occasions. Nevertheless, it is customary that women act stringently
and come to the synagogue to hear the Shofar blasts. A woman did not have
the opportunity to come to the synagogue on the morning of Rosh Hashanah
may indeed hear the Shofar blasts at home (or later on in the synagogue during
the afternoon hours of Rosh Hashanah, as has become the prevalent custom
IN many synagogues).

When one blows the Shofar solely for women, one may not recite the “Lishmo’a
Kol Shofar” blessing since women are exempt from such positive, time-bound
Mitzvot. There are some Ashkenazi women who customarily recite the blessing
on the Shofar by themselves and they indeed have on whom to rely.
Nonetheless, the one blowing the Shofar should not recite a blessing when
blowing for women, even according to this opinion.
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The Mitzvah of hearing Shofar blasts may be fulfilled throughout the entire day
of Rosh Hashanah, beginning from sunrise until sunset. Therefore, if one would
like to blow the Shofar for women, one may do so all day, until sunset.

NIN 91U 717 Nymwaw DY ,127 D'Y'Y 1Y ,MIUN WK 91IW 21 yniwn L] vl
J9IUN NIXA DX DN

We have a great rule that “Mitzvot require intention,” as we have discussed in

a special Halacha. Thus, before hearing the Shofar blasts on Rosh Hashanah,

one must pay attention and have in mind to fulfill the positive Torah
commandment of hearing the Shofar blasts when hearing the sound of the
Shofar.



Rav Sadiah Gaon offered ten different messages of the Shofar.
Amongst them is included:

1- A reminder of the Yom HaDin, the day of ultimate judgment.

2- The sound of the Shofar signals the day when the Jewish
People will be gathered in again from various lands of exile.

3- The Shofar is portends the time of the revival of the dead.

4- The Shofar is also a haunting reminder of the destruction of
the Temple, and when our enemies triumphantly blew
Shofar.

5- The Shofar is connected with the near sacrifice of Yitzchok
and the ram that was as his replacement.

6- The Shofar reminds us of the corrective words of the
Prophets.

7- The Shofar hearkens back to the sounds surrounding the
giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai.

8- The Shofar alerts us that The King is making a decree and
this is His warning.

9- The Shofar heralds the presence of the King in the Midst of
His coronation. The King is being inaugurated.

10- The Shofar is meant to inspire fear. About this the Prophet
Amos said, “Could a Shofar be blown in a city and the people
not tremble in fright?!”



