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RESTRICTIONS OF TISHA B'AV

All laws that apply to a mourner apply to Tish'ah b'Av:

Aside from eating and drinking, it is forbidden to wash, anoint oneself, wear leather shoes, engage in
marital relations, read from Tanach, learn Mishnah, Talmud, Midrash, Halachot, and Agadot (as Torah
gladdens the heart).

Working on Tisha b’AV

Is one allowed to work on Tisha b’av?

Is this labor referring to physical labor, such as construction or even office work?
Does it apply to ladies?

How about having gentiles work on my behalf?

Is it totally permitted to work after midday?
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The Gemara discusses other special times when it is customary to abstain from work:

Nb1 — Let us return to the aforementioned Baraisa itself, and quote it fully: maxbn miyn
D21V 07 127YIN NINJY 1373 — ONE WHO PERFORMS WORK ON THE EVES OF SABBATHS AND
FESTIVALS {19y%1 71 12 — FROM the time of MINCHAH AND ONWARD, N2W YX¥121 — AND
UPON THE DEPARTURE OF THE SABBATH, D™1B27T D1 'X¥103) 2L o TRY¥131 — AND UPON THE
DEPARTURE OF A FESTIVAL AND THE DEPARTURE OF YOM KIPPUR,"” M1 ow ww oipn %3
M"2Y — AND WHEREVER THERE IS THE TRACE OF A TRANSGRESSION — M21¥ nuyn mnx5 —
which means TO INCLUDE working on A PUBLIC FAST DAY Y — abiy% 11372 pawo i inx —
such a person WILL NEVER SEE A SIGN OF A BLESSING from that labor."”

15. The Baraisa speaks of places that have adopted the custom of extending the holiness of these days by
abstaining from work even after the day has concluded (Rashi; see Melo HaRo’im; see also Meiri). This
practice involves waiting until after the Saturday-night or post-festival Maariv service has been recited
before doing work (Tosafos et al., citing Yerushalmi). See also Meiri.

See Ritva for a discussion of which labors are proscribed by this custom. See Dvar Shmuel, who discusses
if the Baraisa speaks of before or after Havdalah. See also Chidushei HaGriz on Rambam, Hil. Shabbos
29:5.

16. The Baraisa refers specifically to the latter series of fasts decreed in times of drought [see Taanis 12b
(Rashi, Rabbeinu David; cf. Hagahos HaGra, who emends the Gemara to read “to include Tishah B’Av”).

Alternatively, the custom was to abstain from work on all fasts at the time of prayer, as long as the special

prayers and supplications were being recited (Ran, Meiri).

17. See Pri Chadash, Orach Chaim 496 §18, for a wide-ranging discussion of the degree to which those

activities that “will never see a sign of a blessing” are prohibited.
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The Gemara discusses the permissibility of performing work on Tishah B’Av:
onit 20 — We learned there in a Mishnah: ¥/ axa 'va maxbn niwyb nmw oipn — In A
PLACE WHERE THEY ARE ACCUSTOMED TO DO WORK ON TISHAH B’AV, "Wy — THEY MAY DO it.
iy PR niwyd KSw 1w oipn — In A PLACE WHERE THEY ARE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO DO
work, THEY MAY NOT DO it. 3¥5v2a om3an »mb5n oipn 5221 — HOWEVER, IN EVERY PLACE
SCHOLARS must remain IDLE. 701X SX913 12 111w 127 — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAYS:
oon N3 vy ox 93 nwyr o5iYS — EACH PERSON SHOULD ALWAYS COMPORT HIMSELF AS A
SCHOLAR. "371 M) Xun — This was also taught in a Baraisa: 7nix 5503 12 1ivnw 121 —
RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAYS: MIyn' 112 023m Tmbna inyy 01X myyr 09ivb — A PERSON
SHOULD ALWAYS COMPORT HIMSELF AS A SCHOLAR and thus refrain from working on Tishah
B’Av IN ORDER TO AFFLICT HIMSELF. ¥

The Gemara discusses what is in store for those who properly observe Tishah B’Av, and for
those who do not:
77X Xun — It was taught in another Baraisa: "mix Sx'%n3 12 1wnw 127 — RABBAN
SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAYS: K32 ‘D3 niw Y3181 Y2 — ANYONE WHO EATS OR DRINKS ON THE
NINTH OF AV D123 012 niv) 529K 19183 — is regarded AS THOUGH HE ATE AND DRANK ON
YOM KIPPUR. "X N2'pY 127 — R’ AKIVA SAYS: AN3 nywna maxbn nwiva Y2 — WHOEVER
PERFORMS WORK ON TISHAH B’AV 021Y5 11372 1'0 IR 11X — WILL NEVER SEE A SIGN OF
BLESSING.” D™M1iN DM3M — AND THE SAGES SAY: AK32 ‘D2 maxbn nwivn Y3 — ANYONE wWHO
PERFORMS WORK ON THE NINTH OF AV 2% Sy Yaxnn )X — AND DOES NOT MOURN FOR
JERUSALEM MNINRW2A IR 12X — WILL NOT WITNESS HER JOY at the time of the Redemption,
M9y — MAKE GLAD JERUSALEM AND REJOICE WITH HER, ALL THOSE WHO LOVE HER; BE ELATED
WITH HER, ALL THOSE WHO MOURN FOR HER. 1MAK |N21 — FROM HERE [THE SAGES] SAID: 93
Anmaa R i b Sy Saxnnt — ALL THOSE WHO MOURN FOR JERUSALEM WILL MERIT
TO WITNESS HER JOY, NN XM 1K 215w by Saxnn 13Ky — AND [ALL THOSE] WHO DO
NOT MOURN FOR JERUSALEM WILL NOT merit to WITNESS HER JOY. 1371 ™1 Xun — It was also
taught thus in a Baraisa: 253 'v3 I Nl w2 52187 2 — ANYONE WHO EATS MEAT OR
DRINKS WINE ON THE NINTH OF AV,”' — 711X 212371 119y — CONCERNING HIM SCRIPTURE STATES:
S raninyy-5y oniny %M, — AND THEIR SINS ARE ON THEIR BONES. "
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Explanation: In the Melachah he normally does on Tish'ah b'Av, he will never see a sign of Berachah.
TNX 7V DX D DY X7 DMD Y 7V 20WY 7'a0 ' DRY IMMINANAL ITIADA VYY1 YXY? DTN ANl

Pesak: One must pain [himself] and reduce his honor and pleasure. If he normally lies on two pillows, he
lies on only one.

[AXYA TYOXAT7 NIT7ID' DI'RY RN 71D NIATN 'R NN DALy 7ax

Distinction: However, nursing or pregnant woman need not do so much, for they cannot pain
themselves.

nI' TIyan NpoSna ATIVO |'DINI
Pesak: We eat the Seudah Mafseket while it is still day.
.NIIND N DNMI9A DI' NDOINT '"yan TIYo'7 "X DMIDdN DI 'Na I

Also on [Erev] Yom Kipur one must eat while it is still day, for Tosefet Yom Kipur (accepting Kedushat
Yom Kipur before night) is mid'Oraita;

(ow) ath DI'n Dxya 212 TYIEAYNR (20 X)) 20T
Source: It says "me'Erev Ad Erev", and it says "b'Etzem ha'Yom ha'Zeh" (one must start fasting daytime)
MY ynwunTd 71T DA A TV NZOoSN NTIVO 7OXWUN NINWY 1I0XKY? 'R DI 'Dn 7ax

Pesak: In any case, we do not forbid drinking after eating Seudah Mafseket while much time remains in
the day, like the Yerushalmi connotes; [This is not in our Yerushalmi. Tosfot (Eruvin 41a) who cites Eichah Rabah (3:6)]

NNYID UM XINA D™ IR T'YO DN RNWYID UT a7 XNIX NjzoSNn ATIVO 7O axa v o "1
XN TIVO

R. Yosi went to Batzrah. He ate Seudah Mafseket. He went to the overseer of the Beit ha'Keneset, who
was eating. He invited R. Yosi to eat;

N2 NAYKR X7 X122 T Nn'? X7T 29 AWK 17 IR NFPO0SOKRI NN DY X

R. Yosi said that he already ate and was Mafsik (finished eating before the fast). The overseer said 'heed
me, lest people say that you did not heed me.'

NOD TN NN 75n nnvI NS Tn 7'wani 7*wan 7on 7581 1o 21aty 7on 79

R. Yosi ate from every loaf a small piece, from every Tavshil a small amount, and drank one cup from
every barrel.

27 PY 7215721 2 17'9X NINYY ANIn NoSn ATIVO 7OXY INXYT 71TA DIA TV OX XNd'7A DAl
AN NYWUN

Conclusion: This is the Halachah. If much time remains in the day after he ate Seudah Mafseket, he may
drink, even on Erev Yom Kipur, and all the more so on Erev Tish'ah b'Av.
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The Rashba wrote in the Teshuvah and regarding the business I said if it is permissible on TB it
turns out that everything depends on the custom. If labor is prohibited then business is prohibited.
If labor is allowed, business would be allowed. If one is to lose money there is no question it is
permitted.

Maran:

3PN 1B SK3 npEn niodn 64 THu3w
VMY BIPR® [+ 3D Hmm mbp) pine vTd ki3 x%T M1 w3 YoM 1P XY Wixg! m v s e
IRYD BIPR Y33 AP PR (n) (m) MEEh X0y UGy DIPPs* PUIY 383 TYPN3 TPRID MOED ant | rew
nMY BIPR3 WBKR) (1) AP (m) 1t YD Ben TRYR w3 mvyd mnn Y .o%v3 emppn IER 2
NN D1PR2 waak AMIEY KLEPIeY IR hEK TR WY e oo TS WY

3 OWR Wwexy ,Lynny Xix WM \;an uRe oPz o Nerbn nwyy Oy

%33 MXn 37 RNYY WY sewmoy MIT 77 OR Y MEPD TWES uy; M Mo :Eh m? rUER? oy
JDMY ATER K AN NRYID 199 NP A7 1Y 9T YIR L0t s Yo N3 W 3 v agedn Y

- e B BB T
noxhY’ A0 UK (BY) IR X (1B) TMIATWE 733 meyd o s o e

nPAPR 12) ©) APWD Y3* we) D I Y BN IRV TITP LMD WD ) 1PT* (nwy

33 WPNS 0WN 3D B ooy ND tmprhn MDD () 131D [B'0 NETY IR Sx3 nywn3

W3 Yon S3F ponws axm aov oSN ¥ TIxnET 93 LEWENT ANDUS AEh PR
3 anoYY Y SWP MAY WK NPT THY SP0DRD ITWES I nnet Ik

1.Some have the custom to work, others have the custom not to work on Tisha b’av.

2.Rabbinal figures don’t work and anyone who chooses to do so

3. One may have work done by a gentile

4. Even office work is prohibited on Tisha b’av

5. There are those that are lenient after midday.

6. Work that if not done will lose on principal may be done

7.Anyone who works on Tisha b av will not see blessings from that work.

8. Anyone who eats and drinks on Tisha b’av will not merit the joy of Jerusalem being
rebuilt. Anyone who mourns properly will see Jerusalem being rebuilt.

9.Do not eat meat or drink wine for seuda hamafsaket.
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A trade show or a caravan selling who may be leaving, one should purchase with a gentile not himself.
All the more so to sell. Since we don’t want one to lose focus on the mourning.

Even after Hatzot one should not go into full work mode as it is still ax2 nywn
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The custom is to refrain until midday from any time-consuming work that diverts one from
mourning. In a case of financial loss, consult a competent rabbi.
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