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Week 70

TOPIC DISCUSSION

Should one chase the opportunity to do this mitzvah? 

What is the segulah for doing the mitzvah? 

When should one do the mitzvah when they see eggs or wait for the chicks?

What if the sender does not want the eggs or chicks? 

Part 2: 

7KH�PDQ\�EHQHȴWV�VWDWHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�Shiluach Hakan:

Part 3

Practical Halachot

Topic

 SHILUACH HAKAN
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If a bird's nest chances before you on the road, on any tree, or on the ground, and it 
FRQWDLQV�ȵHGJOLQJV�RU�HJJV��LI�WKH�PRWKHU�LV�VLWWLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�ȵHGJOLQJV�RU�XSRQ�WKH�HJJV��
you shall not take the mother upon the young. You shall send away the mother, and then 
you may take the young for yourself, in order that it should be good for you, and you 
should lengthen your days.
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The mitzvah of Shiluach Hakan is not compulsory. That is, one is not required to seek out a 
QHVW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXOȴOO�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQW�RI�VHQGLQJ�DZD\�WKH�PRWKHU�ELUG��1RQHWKHOHVV�LW�
is considered meritorious to actively pursue this mitzvah, and one who ultimately succeeds 
in its performance will be greatly rewarded. 

DOES ONE HAVE TO GO AFTERE THE MITZVA?
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Rav Chaim Vital asserts that one must 
PDNH� D� FRQFHUWHG� H΍RUW� WR� SHUIRUP�HDFK�
and every mitzvah in the Torah, including 
noncompulsory ones such as Shiluach 
Hakan. Moreover, writes Rav Chaim Vital, 
one who has to perform every single mitzvah 
during his lifetime will be forced to return 
to this world as a gilgul (reincarnation) in 
order to complete the mitzvah he is lacking. 
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QUESTION

What if one will not make use of the chicks or eggs? 

Opinion 1�:
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The mitzvah of Shiluach Hakan is obligatory 
only in a situation where someone wishes 
to remove the eggs or chicks from the 
nest, in that case the Torah requires him to 
send away the mother bird before taking 
her young. But if one happens upon a nest 
and has no interest in taking its contents, 
he may choose to continue on his way and 
forgo the mitzvah. 

Opinion 2�: 
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If a person chances upon a nest and the 
conditions for shiluach Hakan exist, he then 
indeed has an obligation to send away the 
mother bird. 
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We can coclude from here, that the 
requirement to perform the mitzvah is 
binding even if the one who discovered the 
nest has no desire for its contents. 

AMAZING INSIGHT

The pasuk &verse$ begins with the words 1Ki yikareh kan tzipor0 &when you happen upon a 
bird’s nest$. We would assume that the word 1yikareh0 &happen upon$ should be spelled 
with the letter ‘Hay’ at the end of the word (from the root Kuf�Reish�Hay &meaning to 
happen$). However, that is not the way the word is spelled. The word is spelled with an 
Aleph at the end 4 from the root Kuf�Reish�Aleph (meaning to call out). There is no doubt 
that the intent of the pasuk is that the person happens upon a bird’s nest. But, literally 
translated, this pasuk reads 1If a bird’s nest is called out to you0. What is the meaning of 
this? Why did the Torah use this strange spelling?

The sefer� .RO�'RGL� R΍HUV� D�EHDXWLIXO� LQVLJKW� UHJDUGLQJ� WKLV� VSHOOLQJ�� ΖW� LV� QRW� HYHU\�GD\�
that one encounters a bird’s nest. This is a unique event. In fact, it is suggested that this 
&RPPDQGPHQW�KDV�P\VWLFDO�EHQHȴWV��segulah), such that one who is childless should seek 
WR�IXOȴOO�LW�DQG�WKHUHE\�UHFHLYH�WKH�+HDYHQO\�EOHVVLQJ�RI�SDUHQWKRRG��ΖW�LV�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�DQ�
HYHU\GD\�HYHQW��:KR�RI�XV�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�HYHU�KDG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�IXOȴOO� WKLV�
mitzvah?

A person is walking along and all of a sudden a bird’s nest happens to appear in front of 
him. This is not just a 1happenstance0. The mitzvah of Shiluach Hakan is calling out to him! 
Perhaps this unusual occurrence is G�d’s way of calling out to the person that he needs 
personal correction in his attribute of compassion. If it HAPPENS (yikareh with a Hay) that 
this person, of all people, runs into this singular event, then what has really occurred is a 
yikareh with an Aleph 4 the teaching of the law of the mother bird’s nest is CALLING OUT 
to him that he should take note: perhaps his practice of the attribute of compassion needs 
improvement. 
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QUESTION

Does it have to be in public property or can it be on private property? 

The Torah uses the word ���� on his land. Thus , nowadays one may perform Shiluach 
Hakan on a nest that was found in a secure property, even if the property owner never had 
any special intent not to acquire such nests. 
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