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Week 69

Topic

nMnn Nk PART 2

TOPIC DISCUSSION

A minyan without a Sefer Torah, should they read from a Humash/Siddur?

Is the obligation on the individual to hear Sefer or on the minyan to have it
read?
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And they do not read the Torah [publicly]; Except in the presence of ten.

On Mondays and Thursdays and on Shabbat at minhah, three read from the torah, they do
not add [to this number] nor decrease [from it].

In the times of the Gemara, a ‘Humash’ was a handwritten scroll containing one sefer, i.e.
Bereishit.
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The Gemara continues with another inquiry concerning the Torah reading:
1251 127% 553 ma M5 1nHw — The Galileans sent the following query to R’ Chelbo: 1
T2 NI N3 wmina np% — What is the law with respect to reading from
chumashim in a synagogue for the congregation? © mma mi X% — [R’ Chelbo] did
not have [the answer]. XnD1 pny? 1% MW XN — He therefore came and asked R’
Yitzchak Nafcha. mra miq X5 — [R’ Yitzchak] did not have [the answer] either. Xnx
XY 12 5%y — He came and asked this question of the scholars in the study hall
JamY 137 MR UM 2 Xy 27 mRT X muwsy — and they resolved it from that
which Rav Shmuel bar Nachmani said in the name of R’ Yochanan: " mpnw min 1op
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nax vy — If a Torah scroll is missing even one section of parchment, 12 7P '8 —
it is not to be read from in public.® Certainly, then, one may not read from a scroll
containing only one of the five books of the Torah!

The Gemara rejects this conclusion:
X1 K91 — But this conclusion is not valid, mn%ma nonn onit — for there, in the case of a
Torah scroll that is missing a section of parchment, it is deficient in its intended content;
i.e. it is purported to be a complete Torah scroll, but is missing a component. 7oA KXY K77
mn5ma — Here, however, in the case of a chumash, it is not deficient in its intended
content; it is, rather, a complete scroll containing one of the books of the Torah. Thus,
perhaps it may be used for the Torah reading. — ? —

A ruling regarding this matter is cited:
TN MNXT AP 27 1371 — Rabbah and Rav Yosef both said: naa pwmina pxaip X
no1a7 — Chumashim may not be read from in the synagogue, 712y 7122 Dwn — out
of respect for the congregation.

The Gemara turns to a related topic addressed by Rabbah and Rav Yosef:
FTMIN MNART O 271 7127 — Rabbah and Rav Yosef both said: xnqvsax 190 &1 — This
book of haftarahs nawa m3a MpnS MoK — may not be read from on Shabbos. 'V 1xn
RXnyv — For what reason? an2'% 1nn X971 — Because small portions of Scripture, such as
the haftarahs, are not meant to be written. Only complete Books of the Prophets may be
written. Thus, the book of haftarahs is not a valid “book.”™

8. The same holds true for a complete Torah scroll of which even one letter is missing or improperly written
(Rashba; cf. Tosafos, Megillah 9a xnbwa i71; see Orach Chaim 143:4 with Beur HaGra).

9. It is not befitting a congregation to hold services in a manner that smacks of poverty (Rashba; cf. Beur
HaGra, Orach Chaim 143:4 oxy i177). [However, it is technically within the letter of the law to do the
reading from a chumash. Accordingly, if a Torah scroll has some deficiencies, but contains one chumash (i.e.
one complete book) that is error free, the Torah reading may be done from that chumash if it contains the

relevant reading. Since the chumash is part of a complete scroll, reading from it is not a slight to the
congregation (Mishnah Berurah 143:31).]

10. Haftarah — the selection from the Prophets that accompanies the Torah reading on the Sabbath and
Yom Tow.

In earlier times when all books were handwritten, Books of the Prophets were not as common as Torah
scrolls. It therefore became popular to write scrolls containing only the sections of Scripture that make up
the haftarahs for use in the haftarah reading. Rabbah and Rav Yosef forbade this practice, ruling that this
book of haftarahs may not be used for the synagogue reading (see Tbs. Rid). Rather, the haftarah must be
read from a complete Book of the relevant Prophet.

11. The Gemara below (60b) states that it is forbidden to study Scripture by heart. This prohibition applies
also to reading written texts that are not validly written (Ritva; see also Tosafos to Shabbos 115a, K 117).

12. Muktzeh — any object which in the normal course of events will not be used on the Sabbath. The
Rabbis prohibited moving such objects on the Sabbath (see Orach Chaim 308).
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A related ruling is cited:
"MK MWK 27 12 M — Mar bar Rav Ashi said: 710K 11 "9w505 — It is also prohibited to
handle a book of haftarahs on Shabbos. Xy 181 — For what reason? '!‘,l,[g"):f: nn YY) NiTT
M2 — Because it is unfit to read from and is therefore muktzeh."”

The Gemara rejects both rulings:
Xu1 K91 — But this is not so! "wbvh My — It is permissible to handle a book of
haftarahs on Shabbos 2 MpmY MY — and it is permissible to read the haftarah from
[this book]. KNaW2a XNTaXT X1902 Mmyn vph 12 1ivny 127 1t 12117 — For R’ Yochanan
and R’ Shimon ben Lakish studied from a book of aggadah on Shabbos. ¥ Now, this
gives rise to a question: an2'% N1 X5 XM — But [ aggadah] was not meant to be written
, and thus, how could they study from such a book? Furthermore, how could they handle the
book on Shabbos?® =wox X971 13 X% — Rather, we must say that since it was
impossible to refrain from recording aggadah and other elements of the Oral Law, lest they
be forgotten, the Sages invoked the doctrine: 3070 1M1 1% NiwyS Ny, — When it is a time
to act for Hashem, nullify your Torah."® m) X371 — Here too, regarding the book of
haftarahs, "WBR K57 M3 — since it is impossible for every congregation to write entire
Books of the Prophets, we invoke the doctrine: “ 3n7in 1oa 1% nivyb ny, — When it is @
time to act for Hashem, nullify your Torah. Thus, the book of haftarahs may be written

and may be read from in public, although that is a technical violation of the law.”

13. Aggadah — homiletic interpretations of Scripture. [During the week, R’ Yochanan and Reish Lakish
focused on the halachic component of Torah. On the day of rest, however, they would study aggadah (see
Chidushei R’ Yaakov Emden).]

14. The Gemara below (60b) derives from Scripture that the Oral Law (i.e. aggadic or Talmudic teaching)
may not be set down in writing (Rashi) for study purposes (see 60b note 13, and Shabbos 6b note 14).

15. Since aggadah was not meant to be written and a book of aggadah may therefore not be studied from,
such a book should be muktzeh on the Sabbath.

16. Psalms 119:126. Simply translated, the verse reads: It is a time to act for Hashem; they have nullified
Your Torah. However, the Gemara reads another interpretation into the verse, and derives from here that]
the Sages are empowered to sometimes act in technical violation of the Torah when it is necessary to make
an enactment that will ultimately ensure the carrying out of God’s will (see Berachos 63a). Thus, the
Mishnah, along with other elements of the Oral Law was committed to writing in technical violation of the
law, because the many calamities that befell the Jews after the destruction of the Second Temple brought
about a decline in the intensity of Torah study, and the Oral Law, which had until then been studied by |
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QUESTION

By Megillah we know the halacha is you can read it individually, but to publicize the miracle
we request a minyan. What about by Sefer Torah?

DINR N

If one did not hear sefer, and he would
like to have the sefer read in a minyan of
people who already heard the parasha?

The obligation to hear the sefer is only
when a minyan of people are required to
listen; the individual has no independent
obligation.
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TV N1IPH NN DR IYNY RHW OTR 712 DR
D2 YNV No’oH M7 XY ,092wa oyon
Har ,N271 MR 27 PN HO DhNT 070
DNONT .NMNN NRIP YNWW PI 21NN RON
RYT MH W, 7120 DIWN 712°W 11PN
X9 HaR ,NRMIPA PN 2N HOWD RHR 11PN
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If one started with ten and some walked
out, you may still finish the reading.

At least six must remain. Those who
left, even if they left between aliyot are
considered- ”leaving hashem,. The only
time you are permitted to walk out between
aliyot, is only if there will be ten people in
the minyan even after the person leaves.
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Each person is obligated to listen to the
Torah. Even if one missed a few words
should still continue listening to the rest.

If one had two options pray with a minyan
or listen to sefer. Listening to the Sefer takes
precedence.

NP NR ymwhH ohHhonmn Hd Hy M¥n
IR DNR N2°N YVINMWHn °0nNnw " oM 01NN
RX1 ORHN VINWYH 1N ,07NN DRMIPN N
NRMIP YIMWH NN 1PHY PRI LINAIN T 0]
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NHYonNH MMTIP NNINN DRMIP YIMwH Mxnn

NYMY T°097 712%1 NHON "V DR 991,718
7N HHonN W 9TV L,NMNNn NRMP
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Is the obligation on the minyan or the
obligation is on theindividual, he just needs
a minyan to fulfill it.

A similar question that is discussed, is the
obligation to listen or to read?

We mentioned last week that there were
two takanot. One of Moshe and one of Ezra.
It could be, that Moshe's takana was to
listen on a communal basis. Ezra enacted,
that each individual should read.

The way we fulfill our reading is by using
the Baal Koreh as a messenger. ”listening is
like reading,
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READING FROM A HUMASH IN A MINYAN
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Proofs that it's not an individual obligation:

D7 P2 MY MOwn DS NP, MW NN ARNP MSH 0 nann Ko Y1)
L(19) M3 53 wmnn e
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Proof one:

NP2 (N DN TR TSR 3RO (W1 77T .23 D) MBDINT 2T A 131 (o 1) 17N
N1 7790 980 MNP M ,TNa0 DD 1 RO 0D B AN DR BB MIDaYNaY Moo
D) T AT M2 AW 1Y I BRI T B8N ORI N MSwE 1373 8D mhena
TIVET Y B ONY DB BN 0T ANTR RRa enta DD DN 2 (3 D P
BTPE D DND W MR MR 85 DN B 1N 1373 90k A Aan teob
B ADI N33 2M21 .2 NN 50 PBD 7R WORE WY TR 1D D 7NN 180 NNBw
BADT 5557 1R3> P PR 08 .aTOY Nant 1T RAN3T T O DRTD 1 paybe
PPINRE 2Y (87D 29 307 /7,75 12'0) BTSN ADM A 1303 1218003 1257 DR 2
MIINY 1D (P BN PN DD INYD N RS NITT,03 199D @vn AN PR ‘3 pon T Aoy
VIRT PR TN P B3 5y N2 R NT DRMPR RN DR TR0 1P 19 1151 a3 M
M2 137 Dwa 30D @5 (D) 1RSI IR NBNDYTIN 2T RS ANPR YEBK2 poons

Knock off:
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Proof 2:

KON FMAT NRTP PR NN DA 30D (WP (D) 39 Awesn by oe nbwe tsoa B7IN
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Proof 3:

PRMNIPI PIT AR RGN TR @ IRDDY) L(RPD 357 [BD) (MW T3 2nD M
MBS DM IANT RS NI NN NP TIRY N03TY 3N (70 10 M0 ©PR AN i)
FATT AN AN (TP B AT) MUNST PR N LB N wevd R npaw b qep
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