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Week 68

Topic

KRIAT HATORAH - THE OBLIGATION OF
READING THE SEFER TORAH

TOPIC DISCUSSION

We read shabbat minha, Monday and Thursday morning and then shabbat
morning.

Why do we read multiple times a week?

Why were these specific days chosen?

Can we add more than 3 aliyot the other days?

Next week :

How about a minyan without a Sefer Torah, should they read from a Humash?
Is the obligation to hear on the individual, or on the minyan to have it read?
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The Gemara has concluded its discussion of Joshua’s ten conditions. It now commences an

exposition of the ten condition stipulated by Ezra the Scribe, first listing them and then

elaborating on each one:

N7y 1P napn vy — Ezra enacted ten regulations when he led the Jewish return to
Eretz Yisrael from the land of their first exile, Babylonia.” They are:" nawa rmma ipw —
(a) That [worshipers] read from the Torah scroll during the Minchah service on the
Sabbath »wmna uwa 1P — and (b) they read from the Torah on Monday and
Thursday; "wnna awa 7 — and (¢) that [the courts] adjudicate on Monday and
Thursday; Nnawa Wwmna ooasm — and (d) that [the people] launder on Thursday;
naw aqya ow 1P92i1X) — and (e) that they eat garlic on the Sabbath eve (Friday);"
IDINI NRaYn R Xyl — and (f) that a woman shall rise early in the morning and
bake; "' 1702 N0 Mwx Xnw) — and (g) that a woman shall wear breeches; ' xinun
nb2iv1 nopin MK — and (h) that a woman shall comb her hair and then immerse
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herself in the mikveh;™” nimmya pammn 15211 3w — and (i) that peddlers of perfumes
shall circulate in the towns to make these adornments available to the women, and the
townspeople may not object; 7p Yoya% n%mv 1p'm — and, lastly, (j) [Ezra] instituted
immersion for baalei keri."”
The Gemara now expounds upon each of Ezra’s ten enactments. The first:

nawa nmma PXIp 1My — Ezra instituted that [worshipers] read from the Torah during
the Minchah service on the Sabbath nirp "W own — on account of the
shopkeepers.

The second enactment:
whmna Nwa PRIp Y — And that they shall read from the Torah on Monday and
Thursday.

The Gemara asks in amazement:
17N XMy — Do you say that Ezra instituted this requirement?! Xjpnm mn Xpwn XM —
Why, it was instituted earlier, at the outset of the nation’s existence, N2n7 — as was
taught in a Baraisa: oM 1N¥12-KX9) 1272 omrnwSw 135m, — The Torah states that after
crossing the Sea of Reeds the Israelites entered the Wilderness of Shur, AND THEY WENT FOR
THREE DAYS IN THE WILDERNESS BUT DID NOT FIND WATER."” 1R ninmn »w17 — And apropos
of this verse THE EXPOUNDERS OF VERSES'® STATED: imin KbYX oM 'S — THERE IS NO
metaphoric meaning for the word “WATER,” when it appears in Scripture, OTHER THAN
“TORAH,” "0 125 Kny-52 M1, MR — AS IT IS STATED: HO! EVERYONE WHO IS THIRSTY, GO TO
THE WATER [i.e. Torah]."” min x53 om nwbw 1357w 119 — And so, SINCE [THE ISRAELITES]
WENT THREE DAYS WITHOUT TORAH, as the Exodus verse intimates, 1X91 — THEY BECAME
EXHAUSTED. " nith 1panmy oimraw ox2) 11y — Whereupon THE PROPHETS THAT WERE AMONG
THEM'” AROSE AND INSTITUTED FOR THEM Naw3 TAN3 ’P'0DR1 NAW32 ™ip 1MW — THAT [THE
WORSHIPERS] SHALL READ from the Torah ON THE SABBATH AND SUSPEND the reading ON
SUNDAY, WM vw'v'?tp TRIPDM MY IMIP) — AND then READ ON MONDAY AND SUSPEND the
reading on TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY, N2a¥ 27Y ]'R02121 "WHRIT2 PMiP1 — AND READ again ON
THURSDAY AND SUSPEND the reading ON THE SABBATH EVE (Friday), om» mubw b xbw 112
TN N"J:—} — SO THAT [THE PEOPLE] NOT BE KEPT FOR THREE consecutive DAYS WITHOUT hearing
the words of TORAH.”” From here we see that the Monday/Thursday Torah readings were
instituted long before Ezra’s time. — ? —

The Gemara deflects the challenge:

2108 KnPn 8723 70 upn X1pwn — Originally, [the early prophets] instituted that one
man read three verses from the Torah scroll — w5 Xn5n M23 KXn%n M1 W —
alternatively, that three men read three verses “ — m5x1in anb onnd 1315 — with the
three verses ' corresponding to the three groups of Jews: Kohanim, Leviim and
Israelites. ™23 xn%n 1p'n X1 XNx — Subsequently, he (Ezra) came and instituted that
three men read,” Pibva mMwy 1110 'P10D MWY1 — and that together they read ten verses,

%l corresponding to the ten unoccupied men of the community.”
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QUESTION

Question: Why did they fix specifically
Monday and Thursday?

Answer: Because the Midrash states that
Moshe Rabeinu ascended the Mountain
on a Thursday to receive the second set
of Luchot, and he descended on a Monday,
when Hashem made up with him. Since
that ascent and descent signified a time of
goodwill, they fixed Monday and Thursday.
For the same reason, they chose Monday
and Thursday as fast-days.

Implied Question: Eventhoughheascended
the Mountain in the morning, as the Torah
writes (Shemot 34) 'And you ascend in the
morning” - and all subsequent ascensions
presumably, took place in the morning and
not at night-time, in which case one will
find that there are only forty days minus
one night. Answer: That is not a problem.

Support: And that is also how it comes out
according to the Seder Olam (Cha. 6) which
says that 'He ascended the Mountain on the
seventh of Sivan and descended it on the
seventeenth of Tamuz, when he broke the
Luchot; He went up again on the eighteenth
and prayed on their behalf, as the Pasuk
states "And | fell before Hash-m for forty
days” .On the twenty-ninth of Av, when
Hashem made up with him, he descended
once more to carve out the (second)
Luchot; after which he ascended again for
another forty days from the thirtieth of Av
until the tenth of Tishri (Yom Kippur), when
Hashem made up with him (completely).
That is when Moshe descended, holding
the Luchot. On that day Hashem forgave
Yisrael, as the Pasuk writes "And Hashem
said 'l have forgiven you like your words'
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Why Monday and Thursday, why not any other two days of the week?
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".That is why it is (a day of) forgiveness
and atonement for all generations'. It
transpires that the forty latter days aare
missing a night, seeing as he ascended on
the thirtieth of Av early in the morning and
descended on Yom Kippur ...

Alternative: Unlesswesaythattheydeclared
Ellul a full month.Implied Question: And
when the Pasuk writes (Devarim 10) "And |
stood on the Mountain like the first (set of)
days - forty days and forty nights” .

Answer: It means "like the first days”, but
not like the nights, since the latter nights
were missing one.

Question: Even though we need "like the
first days” to teach us that 'just as the
first days were accompanied by goodwill,
so too, the latter ones - to preclude when
Hashem was angry'.

Answer: The Torah could have written "like
the first ones”, yet it added the word "days”,
to teach us ‘days and not nights'. On the
other hand, had it wanted to convey the
latter drashah exclusively, it ought to have
written “And | stood on the Mountain for
forty days” and no more.

Question: But at the end of Ki Sissa (34:28)
the Torah writes "And he was with Hash-m
forty days and forty nights” - in connection
with the second Luchos?

Answer: That Pasuk refers to the (middle)
days when he fell before Hashem. And it
inserts it here, because it did not explain
earlier, when it said "perhaps | will atone
for your sin”, how long he stood in prayer.

Implied Question: And when the Torah
writes after this "And he wrote on the

RNR RTIND DWIT 5 W1, MH*H0 X1 DM
XD 1M 01 ‘N N2 PNTNY DIR AN>MY HN

01’ "N ‘N OY DW N 23N RWN D 91011 1R
DNRT D7 ,2°N0 MNINKR NIMHA1 1D M)
IRT DWYN D RHW 9H RP HoINNW
NHYDN2 NWN TAY NND DONRVLN TYA NIDIOR
HY 21N57 150 N2 2°NOT RN L,RON 1D WIDN
DNIRT NDD M1 0 "N DNIR INR 1170 NINIHN

12D 0oN 1PN DPNONR

117 PID NAWA MKRT 0P 1Y RNHWIA DR
TNRA NN RDW RINDNT P07 (1D 97) RPY
RHN TNRT PAWN 19Y ‘N NHYT RN NAWA
11299 HarR MmN ‘D oY aRa ‘h 01T 0N TR
AR ‘D 0P RXNI PO N7 MDA 01T R

71 012

92YN DR 97w TINNA 1772 1121797 MR RH DR
777 AR2 N”D 01°21 1YY 0192121 DXRVIND 1N
D01 1’HW IR1 V"> NMMY HoD1 MNOWNA
NYY 0171 121 777 AR V"OW MR IR 1YY N
DTN 0P RW T 0N AR NW MR
12V (RXOP 97 2"2) PHMI W MR DN

I1NR MM 1N

NN 17727 MIRY RNININD W 19H Har
D'RVIND DR 171 9aYn DR 97V 12 N™2 TP
DIONR M HW NYHY 0P XN 1YY V)
017 "9 81 11179 RH ‘N2 R RH 919K XA
IR RY OR ,0771950 0172 N7 R¥NND XY DN

2219RH M1y

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



Luchos”? Answer: That refers to the period following those forty days and forty nights, and
those last ones were missing a night.

Question: It is fine according to Rebbi Yossi, in whoe opinion, (Shabbos, 87b) Sivan of that year
fell on Sunday, since then, he ascended on the fifth - according to the Cheshbon that one
month is full and one month, short - since the thirtieth of Av fell on Thursday. But according
to the Rabanan, who maintain that Rosh Chodesh fell on Monday, it turns out that the thirtieth
of Av fell on Friday (and not on Thursday).

Answer 1#: Unless we say according to the Rabanan, either that Moshe burned the Golden
Calf and punished the sinners on the seventeenth of Tamuz and ascended the Mountain on
the same day; he came down on the twenty-eighth of Av early in the morning and carved out
the Luchos, and ascended again on the twenty-ninth of Av, which was a Thursday.

Answer 2#: Or that he descended on the twenty-ninth of Av and ascended again on the same
day, and Av was a short month, in order that the day of his descent is on Yom Kippur. On which
the second Luchos were given, as the Gemara says in Yesh Nochlin (Bava Basra, Daf 121a).

Question 1#: According to the Midrash Tanchuma (Parshas Ki Sissa) however, which explains
that Moshe descended on the seventeenth of Tamuz, burned the Eigel and punished the
sinners on the eighteenth and ascended on the nineteenth. And the day that Moshe ascended
for the third set of forty days was on Rosh Chodesh Ellul, it will not have been on Thursday,
according to neither the Rabanan nor Rebbi Yossi?

Question 2#: Nor will his descent turn out to have taken place on Yom Kippur? Answer: Unless
we say that they declared Elul a full month.
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Being careful that the person who gets the Aliyah, should read along:

W”RI
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R111 712X NYHW INRIPIW IR PR N1IPH V1Y
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12X NHhw

Read along quietly:

IMR TR RHR RN PRW 171N D"RWUN RIN
RP NIAX NPHW PRI NN DMPH TIYY
11770 RPN NPHVW RITRD DNV NI .INY
23 1IN0 N1IPH VI IPRY M DR WraH RHW
Y1170 " NHNNA (027102 '0NT 171 2”D) 07102
IMIR 79PN N1IPH VI IPRY M1 RNP N1PH
NP0 1PPNN NWIAN NN R1aNHN 1Yl
1WIN1 oNNT 9”1 JMTN PRI HDOoN DR PPN
N71N2 210w 7N HY 172V 07102 RN
nNNNI IVIN? 0INKRN IRIP? PRIPA RN HAR

02N NNXR =MV 1NN

1 77V0 NRNp M0

YN’ RHW ,NN1 MIPH IRW RHR ,NHVIAH
0UNMmMYH RO 1PITRY YymMwn 1970R1) 11ITRYD
AR"P M0 YH 1O ,NHONN 9Ty RHT

LMY X" RIP NOIVN ROR 071 IRIP? R
N"N1 ;07 P2 RIP? RD NIV RIP XYW IR
1N272 8NN RHW 73 ,X"WN OY NP RIN PN

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



We can't add aliyot during the week:

nYan noon NIvwn

TP

The mishna records several laws
governing public Torah readings. On
Mondays and Thursdays during the
morning service and on Shabbat during
the afternoon service, three people read
from the Torah; one may neither
decrease the number of readers nor add
to them. And one does not conclude
with a reading from the Prophets
[haftara] on these occasions. Both the one
who begins the reading and the one
who concludes the reading from the
Torah recite a blessing; one recites
before the beginning of the reading and
one recites after its conclusion, but the
middle reader does not recite a blessing.

We don't add aliyot, not to keep people
waiting, as they have work. Even when
there are two Hatanim.

What about Shabbat minha, can the minyan
add aliyot? No, since they usually read
closer to sunset.
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Hagbah - do we need to see the text of the Torah - How
many columns should the Torah be opened

The shulchan Aruch paskens that when someone does hagbah, he shows the
actual text of the Sefer Torah to those standing around him, because there is a
mitzvah for everyone both men and women, to see the ksav. So we have two
questions:

1. Does one have to see the letters of the text or just the Sefer Torah?

2. How wide should the person doing the hagbah in order for people to see

the text?

The Magen Avraham says that when one sees the letters to the extent that one
can actually read them, al pi kabala one has an illumination. So we see that one
has to actually see the letters, and be able to read them.
How much should the person lifting the Sefer Torah open it, the Magen
Avraham says three columns, and adds that it could be that only three, not less.
The MB brings his opinion that this depends on the physical strength of the
person doing the hagbah, it can be more than three if the person could handle
opening it up more.
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