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16 '° Then you shall observe the Festival of Shavuos for HASHEM, N27T1 NN qv.'m 'Il"l’l? nivay ano ooyl - 1o
your God; the voluntary offerings that you give should be ' el N A

commensurate with how much Hashem, your God, will have ] L)K T AN WK 10D WK T

blessed yout. AN PN K PIOK T 9P AODY) «
'You shall rejoice before Hashem, your God — you, your son, . i s uaco T e
your daughter, your slave, your maidservant, the Levite who is DIN%T) 73T YW WK “-I-?tn: NNKI ATAV]
in your cities, the proselyte, the orphan, and the widow who are "I]'T:‘ plai=y "IW!_{ Dipna 1272 “IWB HQTQL)P_(U'I
among you — in the place that HASHEM, your God, will choose

to rest His Name. e g ]DWB 7 TI‘?N

RE'EH / ITN1

The Torah tells us to be happy on Shavuot.
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Rashi adds that if a person has a lot of blessing he should bring finnw mbw
(peace-offerings for the purpose of happiness) and invite others to eat.

The importance, difficulty and reward for this mitzvah
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They asked the Gaon of Vilna the following question: “Which Mitzva is the hardest to keep
from all the Mitzvot in the Torah?”

The Gaon of Vilna tells us, the Mitzva of being happy on the holiday is the hardest, since a
person needs to be be happy and in good spirit throughout the whole holiday 24/7. Not
only that, a person is not allowed to have a thought of worry from anything in the world
and no worry or sadness should get mixed in with the happiness of the holiday.

Topic Discussion:

Questions:

1. Must | have wine during the holiday meal (not just for kiddush)?
Can one fulfill the obligation to be hnnwa with dairy?

Is there any difference between the day meal and the night meal?

Why is the holiday of Shabuot, a day that most have the custom to have dairy?

How many of the meals on Shabuot, can | have dairy?
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The Gemara cites another Baraisa

in which R’
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Yehudah rejects the universal

appropriateness of wine and rather advocates a substitute more suited to specific tastes:
1221 110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 5372 in 2 121 12 nnw 01X 270 — A PERSON
IS OBLIGATED TO GLADDEN HIS CHILDREN AND MEMBERS OF HIS HOUSEHOLD ON THE FESTIVALS,

"R — AS IT IS STATED: ' “9a02 Nnw),, — AND YOU SHALL REJOICE ON YOUR FESTIVAL — you,

your son, your daughter, your slave, etc. anRwnR M2 — WITH WHAT DOES ONE GLADDEN THEM?

1’2 — WITH WINE. "0iX T3 27 — R’ YEHUDAH SAYS: D19 MIX72 DWIX — MEN WITH WHAT IS

SUITABLE FOR THEM, 19 "1N72 D)) — AND WOMEN WITH WHAT IS SUITABLE FOR THEM. '’

The Gemara explains:
12 DA% "MNT2 DWAX — “MEN WITH WHAT IS SUITABLE FOR THEM,” means that one gladdens
them with wine. "Xn3 o)) — And with what does one gladden the women? foir 31 2n —
Rav Yosef taught a Baraisa: PyTian [nws a3 Sx1wr paxa privay »maa 5303 — IN
BABYLONIA one gladdens them by providing them WITH COLORED GARMENTS, and IN ERETZ
YISRAEL, WITH PRESSED LINEN GARMENTS. !/

The Gemara cites another Baraisa about the mitzvah of rejoicing on the festivals:
NXun — It was taught in a Baraisa: "IN N7'N2 12 T3 137 — R’ YEHUDAH BEN BESEIRA

SAYS: O"p WIPRT MY U132 — WHEN THE HOLY TEMPLE STANDS, 123 X9X mmnaw px — the
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Gemara

mitzvah of REJOICING IS NOT fulfilled EXCEPT WITH eating the MEAT of an offering, "X — As
IT IS STATED: 719X /11 W05 nnnw ow nbax) oW nnan, — AND YOU SHALL SLAUGHTER
SHELAMIM OFFERINGS AND EAT THERE, AND YOU SHALL REJOICE BEFORE HASHEM YOUR GOD."
o™p WIpRT N3 PXY MDY — BUT NOW THAT THE HOLY TEMPLE DOES NOT STAND, and we
cannot, therefore, offer any sacrificial animals, ™2 N‘;J;{ MY PX — REJOICING IS NOT
fulfilled EXCEPT WITH drinking WINE, 11X} — AS IT IS STATED: "W'm;g':;'? MR P, — AND
WINE GLADDENS THE HEART OF MAN.”

4

Gemara Summary:

N\

The Gemara clearly says: when there is a Bet Hamikdash the nnnw is with meat and
when there is no Bet Hamikdash the nnnw is with wine.

Tosafot explains that the opinion of xnp xin that you should drink wine, is only
because there is no bet hamikdash. When there was a bet hamikdash you should
eat meat (from a korban).

N\ 4

How does wine help the situation?

MW 1711 950

4 N\

Rav shelomo hakohen explains

N\

The mitzvah is to be spiritually and
physically happy. When one eats the
sacrificial meat, he becomes spiritually
and physically happy. Now that we no
longer have sacrificial meat we do not
have an obligation to eat meat. Wine
iS a substitute because it is also has a
spiritual impact as the Gemara says
"when wine enters man the secrets
come out”.
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The Rambam doesn’t differentiate and just says one should eat meat and

(not mentioning the bet hamikdash).

drink wine

4
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EXPLANATION:

jo R/

17. Itis forbidden to fast or recite eulogies on the seven days of Pesach, the eight days of
Sukkot and the other holidays. On these days, a person is obligated to be happy and in
good spirits; he, his children, his wife, the members of his household and all those who
depend on him, as it is said [Devarim 16:14]: “And you shall rejoice in your festivals.”

The “rejoicing” mentioned in the verse refers to sacrificing peace offerings. Nevertheless,
included in [this mitzvah to] rejoice is that he, his children, and the members of his
household should rejoice, each one in a manner appropriate for them.

18. How do we do it? Children should be given roasted seeds, nuts and sweets. For women,
one should buy nice clothes and jewelry according to one’s financial capacity. Men should
eat meat and drink wine, for there is no happiness without partaking of meat nor is there
happiness without partaking of wine.

N\
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(conm— )
When a person eats and drinks [in celebration of a holiday], he is obligated to feed converts,
orphans, widows and others who are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks
the gates of his courtyard and eats and drinks with his children and his wife, without feeding

the poor and the embittered, is not considered rejoicing in a mitzvah, rather the rejoicing

of his gut.
N\ 4
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The Bet Yosef asks the following question on the Rambam. The Gemara clearly
says that when there is no Bet Hamikdash one does not need to eat meat on
holidays for simcha?
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The Yam Shel Shelomo tells us, of course today eating meat on Yom Tov is from the
Torah. That the Gemara said that today you need wine it means in addition to the meat.
Since we are saddened by the lack of the Bet hamikdash we need the wine to help us
N\ forget our sorrow and enjoy the meat. 7
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So, one should have meat and wine on holidays.
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Hacham Ovadia says that a person is obligated to be happy on Yom Tov.
For men, itis with meat and wine, preferably with meat of an animal and not with chicken.
If a person only has the financial capability to purchase meat or wine, it's preferred to
purchase wine, as the main happiness in our days is with wine.
For women, they should be provided with nice clothing and jewelry.
For children, it should be with nuts and sweets.
Hacham Ovadia adds that even though one should be happy with meat and wine on Yom
Tov, one should not indulge too much after it or with light headedness, as this is not a

Mitzva, rather excessive and we are only commanded to be happy when it's directed to
Hashem.

N 4

Maran (the author of Bet Yosef) makes no mention of eating meat on holidays
because he doesn’t agree with the Rambam as mentioned earlier.
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What about Shabuot?
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Another teaching by R’ Yehoshua ben Levi regarding the giving of the Torah:
MY 12 ywim 1271 X1 — And R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: ninn% nwn nbyw nywa — When
Moses ascended to the Heavenly heights, X1 7112 witpa 155 nawi x50 X — the
ministering angels said before the Holy One, Blessed is He: 0%y 5w 111371 — “Master
of the Universe! 1072 YN 755 i — What is someone born of a woman doing among
us?” 119 "My — [God] said to them: X2 min 52p5 — “He has come to receive the
Torah.” m5% 1Mnx — They said before Him: i3 ir1mn — “The coveted and treasured
[Torah] o%iyi1 X123W OTip NINTT YR DWaw) nikp ywn 7% mnuw — that was stored by
You as a treasure for nine hundred and seventy-four generations before the world
was created! ! o7 a5 maimb wpan nnx — You intend to give that to flesh and
blood?! "x1pdn " DINTIN WD VAR, — What is a mortal that You should
remember Him or the son of man that You should recall Him? IR IMIN T
yIxa902 v — Hashem, our Lord, how grand is Your Name in all the earth
[already], "amwa-5y 7170 MIN-WR — that You [should rather] bestow Your glory upon
the Heavens.” '’ mynb N1 7112 witp i X — The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to

Moses: mwn 112 a1 — “Give them an answer.” Mm% "X — [Moses] said before
Him: oy 5w 12127 — “Master of the Universe! ompaw 5272 M9 Xnw UK x1nn — 1
fear to reply to them lest they burn me with the breath in their mouths.” % "X —
[God] said to him: m2wn 17% =i 1122 X2 1INy — “Take hold of the throne of My
Glory and then give them an answer.” */

The Scriptural source:
iy MOy MIB [F1(X)DI™MB KRR, MR — This is as it says: ' He allows him to grasp
the face of the throne; He spreads upon him His cloud. oim 27 "X — And R’
Nachum said: 19y 231 inyow »m mw ww m5n — [This verse] teaches that the
Almighty spread some of the radiance of His Presence and His cloud upon [Moses].
[46]

The narrative is resumed:
™MpY "MK — Commencing his argument, [Moses] said before Him: o%iy Sw 127 —
“Master of the Universe, N1 XY 1IN — the Torah that You are giving me,
M2 M3 — what is written in it? “DMyn yIXn NNYIT WK Pabx o mix, — I am
Hashem Your God Who has taken you out of the land of Egypt.” “" 115 "nx — [Moses]
said to [the angels]: onTY 0¥ — “Did you descend to Egypt? onTaynwi nynb —
Were you enslaved to Pharaoh? n3% xin b m1in — Why should the Torah be yours?
M2 23 M 2w — What else is written in [the Torah]? “omnx owmbx 75 mm-xb, —
There shall not be unto you gods of others." 1121yw MW onx omy 12 — Do you live
among nations who worship

\
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29151 nTiay — idols? M2 2'n3 M 2w — What else is written in it? nawn oi-nx "o,

WP — Remember the Sabbath day to sanctify it.") onxw naxbn owiy onx oo

maw 1My — Do you engage in any labor from which you would need to rest? i 2w
M2 N3 — What else is written in it? "Xtwn X5 — You shall not take the Name of
Hashem, Your God, in vain.” n3una w1 1nm Xwn — Are there any business transactions

among you that might lead to oaths taken in vain?” ma 2:n3 M W — What else is

written in it? “3UX"NX) PARNK 123, — Honor your father and mother." 0235 w ox) ax

— Do you have a father or mother? 2 2'n3 i 2w — What else is written in it? X5,

ann XY, Ran XY, “nyn — “You shall not murder; you shall not commit adultery;

you shall not steal.” a2 v nRIp — Is there envy among you? ° oy v yai1 "y —
Is there an Evil Inclination among you?” X1 7172 witpab 1% 110 1 — Immediately,

[the angels] conceded to the Holy One, Blessed is He, " "nxiw — as it is said at the

end of that psalm:® » nx1 qnw "8~ 1MIx 1, — Hashem, our Master, how grand is

Your Name etc. in all the earth. 2303 X5 “omwn-5y 711 min, 1% — Now, here it is not

written: bestow Your glory upon the Heavens.” amix 15 nwyy Xy mx 53 1m —
Immediately, every one of the angels became a friend of [Moses], '’ 127 15 7pm — and

gave him something, "X} — as it is said: ' "01x%3 niann nnpY v naw o My, —
You ascended to the heights, you captured a captive, you took gifts because of man.

niann nnp% DX PINPYW "owa — That is to say, in reward for bearing the insult when

[the angels] called you “a man,” you took gifts. "” 127 i% 70n nmi x50 a8 — The

Angel of Death also gave him something, " "X — as it is said: ¥ mopa-nx 1,

»oyi1-by M9aM — Moses said to Aaron, “Take the fire-pan and put on it fire from upon the

Altar and place incense . . . He [Aaron] placed the incense and atoned for the people. . .

7 A DN Y DN TAYN, RIK1 — And it says: V) He stood between the dead and

the living, etc. and the plague was checked. Y11 131 M M5 KT IR 'X — Now if [the Angel
of Death] had not told [Moses] this secret, how would he have known? "'

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION

1



4

N\

18 reasons to why we have dairy:

WMAR 373 ,B1TP 373N RIT MW an2 2R Paxn P1aRY SR ann a0
BR>a *Aw 137 [R (700 7780 2771 Y70 D) vOY 1R 0MYY 1377 * X 7NN
M3 (25N wab ‘x onbn Y1985 210X KT 250 AMYOY ‘R ONY w2 Y07 'R OnY)
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w3 7T PATAW PV RV A7 197 ,waT Oy 251 Yorn D19RY @ 17ypdw ow 27001
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5997 PR R7IRMD I WRY B MY ot v 25n ohoxn PRow ot o1
Yy ApY* MYIR® ‘03 [1b (37 IR MnbnbE MMOX MPORBY T1N7T MK? MTY
(1757 Y ,21072y5) HEn 9351 02 [1° .2 1% YT IR0 Muy? oIk 910 Ann
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1. They would have two loaves of bread on Shabuot one for dairy and one for meat as
you can't use the same for both meals.

2. Torahis compared to milk.

Blood turns into milk. Which is omna nm.

Moshe received the Torah due to the angels failure to keep the laws of meat and

dairy, when they went to Abraham’s house.

"0>'Myawa 'nH nwIn nnm” spells out a5n.

The Mitzva of bikkurim, is written near the pasuk not cooking milk with meat.

Just like a baby needs milk to survive, so too one needs torah to survive.

Torah is compared to milk.

Once they received the Torah, they couldn’t eat till they slaughtered. Since it was

shabbat, they had dairy.

10.Yael gave Sisera milk in order to make him sleepy and kill him.

11.Har Sinai has 6 names and one of them is 0’11122 which means cheese.

12.Before the torah was given milk of *'nin m 7ar (live cow) was not allowed and after the
torah was given it became allowed.

13.Dairy is a humbling food.

14.We got the Mann in the merit of Abraham running to give butter to the angels. Our
rabbis tell us ”The Torah was only given to people who ate the Mann”. We eat cheese,
as a prayer for hashem to provide us like he did in the days of the Mann so we can
learn better.

15.When Moshe was pulled out of the well, he wouldn't get nursed from a gentile
because he spoke to hashem. We are relaying the message that "kosher cheese”
allows for more Torah.

16.Through Torah you can turn around the evil inclination to good.

17.Dairy cools your body, while meat warms your body. In order for a person to learn
more Torah he must cool (stimulate) his desires.

18.Since we finished the Omer we want to make a Siyum. If we would have meat, it
would be assumed for the holiday. In order for it to be recognized they made it dairy.
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OHR LETZION:
THE MAIN SIMCHA TO HAVE MEAT, ESPECIALLY DURING THE DAY MEAL.

/

17%Y NN

There is a mitzvah to have meat during
the day more than at night. Even though
you won't have time to do both dairy
and meat at night, have some portion
of meat, as well as wine. Don’t drink too
much wine as you need to stay up.

The meat dish doesn’t have to be eaten
during the holiday meal; it can be eaten
at any point during the holiday day.

The customto have dairydoesn'trequire
one to have a dairy meal. One could
fulfill the custom by having ice cream
(before the meat meal). One should not
lose the simcha of the holiday because
of the custom to have dairy.

If you have dairy one meal you should
have meat the next meal.
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The Gemara now establishes that R’ Yehoshua considers rejoicing on the festiv
mitzvah:
Xun1 — For it was taught in a Baraisa: 7miX 71y"5X 137 — R’ ELIEZER SAYS: O1XD
2L O1'2 — A PERSON HAS NO absolute obligation ON A FESTIVAL DAY. 2w iX w1 521X 1
M21W) — RATHER, HE MAY EAT AND DRINK OR HE MAY SIT AND STUDY."'% 11p%n "nix ywim 2~
YEHOSHUA SAYS: DIVIDE [THE DAY] — mnw i191X5 ¥m — HALF OF IT should be devot
EATING AND DRINKING, W1TRiI n12% 1¥M — AND HALF OF IT should be devoted TO THE ¢
HALL (i.e. to Torah study)."”

The Gemara presents the Biblical source of these two opinions:
1ami @1 MX1 — And R’ Yochanan said: wWhT X XIpn omuvwl — And they
expounded the same Scriptural text in reaching their conclusions, as follows: X
9K 9 NIYY, IR — One verse states, ' [there] shall be an assembly to Has
your God, which implies that one shall observe the holiday by consecrating himself to
service. “023% MMM NIYY, TNIXK AKX 21N21 — But one other verse states, Y [there]

be an assembly for you, which implies that one shall observe the holiday by partaking of
physical delights. How is this apparent contradiction resolved?® =29 =1y5% 21 — R’
Eliezer holds that the verses offer two options for observing Yom Tov: n;‘; 13 I 115 13 Ix
— by devoting it either exclusively to God, or exclusively to yourselves. *! yyim 1M
120 — But R’ Yehoshua holds that the requirements in both verses must be fulfilled, as
follows: 3% »ym 15 1x¥n 1mpYn — Divide [the day] by devoting half of it to God and half
of it to yourselves.

The Gemara has clarified the observance requirements for Pesach and Succos by
delineating the approaches of R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua. It now turns its attention to other
holy days, and introduces its discussion with a memory device:

AMy5x 131 MK (20 07ay) — (ABaM — a mnemonic.) R’ Elazar said: nnyya or1in 5o
— All authorities concede in [the case of] Atzeres * n3% 1) 1py27 — that we require
also “an assembly for you.” ?/ xnyv 1xn — What is the reason? K11 170 12 minaw o —
It is the day on which the Torah was given. * 137 "mx — Rabbah said: o*1in 5an
n_:)EJ M) 1127 nawa — All authorities concede in [the case of] the Sabbath that we
require also “an assembly for you.”  xnyv 1xn — What is the reason? nawb nx1p),
"33y — Scripture states:?” You shall proclaim the Sabbath “a delight.”” qo 21 1R —
Rav Yosef said: n;‘; M1 [1YAT 0D OrTin 5311 — All authorities concede in [the case of]
Purim that we require also “an assembly for you.” Xnyv 'Xn — What is the reason?
ma 2md ameey onwn M, — The verse, to observe them as days of feasting and

rejoicing,” is written concerning it.
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The Gemara relates how an Amora comported himself in these matters:
XONynNa 2mr M XY A% XP37T 112 " — Mar, the son of Ravina, would fast the
entire year, ™D'37 NXnP "Hym XD Xnyyn 125 — except for Atzeres (i.e. Shavuos),
Purim and Yom Kippur eve. n1¥y — He refrained from fasting on Atzeres because o
TN 12 mnuw — that is the day on which the Torah was given. X5 — He did not fast
on Purim because 2m> nnw) onwn MY, — fo observe them as days of feasting and
rejoicing is written concerning it. ™19737 Xn¥ *9yn — Finally, he eschewed fasting on Yom
Kippur eve for the reason '"n57Tn 371 12 X»n uNT — that Chiya bar Rav from the city of
Difti taught in the following Baraisa: ~. . . w1h% nywna oymnwornx onay), — It is
written:®!! AND YOU SHALL AFFLICT YOURSELVES ON THE NINTH OF THE MONTH (of Tishrei). . . =)
1ynn (o) IYWna — NOW, is it ON THE NINTH day of the month that WE AFFLICT ourselves by
fasting?! aynn ™wya N‘bm — WHY, IT IS ON THE TENTH of Tishrei that WE so AFFLICT

OURSELVES! Why does Scripture stipulate “the ninth” when Yom Kippur occurs on the tenth?
7% 715 XPX — RATHER, it wishes TO TELL YOU that 12 nywna rniv 53ixn 55 — ANYONE WHO
EATS AND DRINKS ON THE NINTH day IN [THE MONTH] ™MWy % wn mynn 19183 21231 1oy nbyn
— SCRIPTURE REGARDS AS IF HE AFFLICTS HIMSELF by fasting ON THE NINTH AND THE TENTH.

The Gemara relates how greatly one sage cherished the holiday that commemorates the
giving of the Torah:
TRNX NROOYYT XRPA OoPr 21 — Every year, on the day of Atzeres (Shavuos), Rav Yosef
would say to his servants: Xnbn X5y "5 1y — “Prepare for me "’ a third- born calf”;
B34 qpx — and he explained the reason for this lavish celebration as follows: X 1N XY 1%
oM XpT — If this day had not caused me to learn Torah and thereby become spiritually
elevated, Np1wa NDIX ot P2 — how many “Yosefs” are there in the market place, and
I would have been indistinguishable from them!®!

The Gemara relates how a different sage cherished his Torah learning:
mmbn M5 T pry pnbn 53 nww an — Every thirty days Rav Sheishess would
review his studies, 1X) XYTT X122 1K¥P) 9N — and would stand and lean on the
bolt of the doorway "/ and exclaim: *XwD1 11 'XwD) X171 — Rejoice, my soul!
Rejoice, my soul! *Xin 7% 187p 7% — For you " have I read; for you have I studied.

Rav Sheishess’ utterance implies that Torah study benefits only the scholars themselves.
The Gemara thus asks:
mx — Is it so that there are no other beneficiaries of Torah study?! 71y5x 27 XM — But
R’ Elazar has said: Y1) 0w m»pni XY min Xonb1x — Were it not for Torah, heaven
and earth would not endure, "RW — for it is stated: *” n%%1 op 2 X5-ox, — If
not for My covenant [of] day and night,"" "nnw-X% y2x1 omw nipn — I would not
have established the statutes of heaven and earth. The verse expressly states that the
very existence of the world depends on Torah study! Why, then, did Rav Sheishess
acknowledge only its benefit for him personally?

The Gemara answers:
WK Ty 1 X1p'wn — Initially, when a person undertakes Torah study, mwnaT XnyIN
T2y Xp — he undertakes it with himself in mind.
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The Shaagat Aryeh explains that the Mitzvah of Simcha on Yom Tov has levels. All
these levels are from the Torah.

The highest level of Simcha is sacrificial meat, even when we had a Bet Hamikdash
if someone was contaminated and could not eat sacrificial meat or he was stuck in a
faraway land he still had a mitzvah to be happy. Nowadays a man should eat meat and
wine, a lady should have new clothing and children should have sweets.
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