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Week 64

Topic

THE PROPER TIME TO PRAY MINHAH -
PART ONE

TOPIC DISCUSSION

When is the earliest time to pray Minhah?
What are the two different times; Minhah Gedolah and Minhah ketana?

Is it ideal to pray Minhah Gedolah?
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THE IMPORTANCE OF MINHAH
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One should be careful with the prayer of Minhah, as Eliyahu was

answered with that prayer.

Maharsha explains, that because Minhah is smack in middle of
the day, it's a little harder to get it done; for that reason, it is very

powerful.
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The Baraisa continues:
9172 1AM KT INN) — AND WHEN IS MINCHAH GEDOLAH? ! i9yn®1 nymm niyw wwmn — FROM
SIX AND A HALF HOURS into the day AND ONWARD.” mivp mmim Xw1 iK1 — AND WHEN IS
MINCHAH KETANAH? 15ym%1 nynm nivw ywnn — FROM NINE AND A HALF HOURS into the day
AND ONWARD. "

24. The afternoon period is divided into two parts: the earlier portion, called minchah gedolah, “greater
minchah” [because the greater portion of the day remains — see Perishah, Orach Chaim 232:5], and the
latter portion, known as minchah ketanah, “lesser minchah” [because only a small portion of the day
remains]. The start of minchah gedolah coincides with the earliest time that the afternoon tamid may be
offered, while minchah ketanah commences with the time at which the afternoon tamid was actually
offered in the Temple. The Baraisa inquires as to when the period of minchah gedolah is.

25. The Torah requires the afternoon tamid to be offered o127yl 12 (Exodus 29:39,41; Numbers 28:4,8),
literally between the darkenings. This denotes the period between the “darkening of the day” and the
“darkening of the night.” The “darkening of the day” begins a half-hour after midday, for from a half-hour
before noon to a half-hour after noon the sun is more or less directly overhead (see Pesachim 94a) and does
not cast any shadows. Then, starting a half-hour after noon, the sun begins dipping towards the west,
thereby creating shadows and a “darkening of the day” (see Rashi here and to Shabbos 9b %173 M a-7;
cf. Rashi to Exodus 12:6). Thus, the afternoon tamid could be offered no earlier than one half hour after
midday. This is, accordingly, also the earliest time for reciting Minchah.

[Others, however, explain that the “darkening of the day” actually begins at midday, but that the time for
bringing the tamid was delayed until a half-hour after midday to allow for human error (see Aruch

26. At which point the afternoon tamid was actually offered.

27. The afternoon tamid was usually slaughtered at eight and a half hours into the day and offered at nine
and a half hours (Rashi). Although it was permissible to offer the afternoon tamid as early as a half-hour
after mid-day (see above, note 25), this service was deferred two hours on a regular day to allow the public

more time for offering their voluntary offerings, which are not permitted to be slaughtered after the
afternoon tamid (see Pesachim 58a). [As noted in the Mishnah, some assert therefore that the preferred
time for praying Minchah is after nine and a half hours.]
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EXAMPLE:

Monday May 18, 2020

EARLIEST MINHAH - 1:28:54 PM
MINHAH KETANAH - 5:07:24 PM

1M

N9YNY1 MYW ywnn NNt 1p vl ,RY? NHunH1 nxNn myw ww nRH nnm nHsn HHonnw m
12790 7Y
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YUINY PINRN PHW RYR ,MYW WWN XI0 10NW 10T 0227V0 12 YW NN Ta10 nnm nhon
TINRN 1N 199 127P DIW 2IPNY NOR D227V P YW TN INRYT NN Ww 110 NYWY
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The Shulhan Aruch is of the view that praying Minhah Gedolah, meaning, reciting Minhah
in the early afternoon, has the status of "Be’dieved”. This means that although one who
does so, fulfills his obligation, it is preferable not to recite Minhah at that time, instead pray
Minhah Ketanah - in the late afternoon hours.

'IABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



7017 VIPH

wm N1 PR HHonnH 0VOTYw W 1NN
nHon 7195 0MNY NNIR TIYDH NN 19N
N1 NN HHonnH MY NP IR L,NNm
MWITHRN NM2YW1 1201 0T DYONI.HDORW DN
nNAR 199 111 Nnm o 901 HHhonnh
191, WP 702 INTIOW AN R0 ,DNN
210D HpPnH 02N oIPn Hom MH IR
p’H%onNnN1 AN nNHYon oMp DINX NNIR
J21M0YW M HY 0NH W19 NYTI NIVP NNIN
HPNH NIMIPN N2IN2 2NN PW TAHNW 219N
DX ,HHoNnY DYOTYW MW 0°NYan o3 N1
RHR .01 Ho1 Nnm HHonNnh YIap Mt onh v
21T NN HHoNNY N1 RX1PO NP PTYY
R2DR NN 0INX DTIYO D10RH 1901w 11D

[.2n5Y 19107

,0727YN 71250 NN A0 MIpN NN NHon R
mMyw wwn].nrn NMxn IR NYw '8N 1T
INRWAW 117271 [N1INT Mywa 010N nxnn
0°29pN 1PN KXY [N0D 19YnN 715] N1wn N’
LAXNMT MYyWw  ywnn XHR Tnnn p
N0 INmM 5%9nn% MRI NHnndh 2°9H
191 .D1ON XN MYW ywn nRH Rinw
9TYT 717V INHWN 1M1 07NN DYT RIN
T DIR RN 09IV .N10R Inm HHonnbh
ROR ,NNIR NNW? R®HW ,NNIMN NHDN1 7N
[1PMa] HHone [h1vp DNIm] nmst Yy wd T
7121 DANIN N1 NNM HHDNN5 02NN DYIR
1PW ,19M0°w I HY onH W ,nNoHnn o Hy
D1ORH DYWL,V WTTRN IMITA IRIAN
VINWN NTIV0 D10KRH ORI L0INX DNOR
DR 1979RW TWoOR .HHonw TV NHonn I

The idea of Minhah comes from sacrificies brought at the 6th and half hour. However, they
used to postpone it to the 9th and half hour due to the fact that if they would bring the
sacrifice earlier, no other sacrifices will be allowed to be brought that day.
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Many opinions allow Minhah Gedolah and
we rely on them in certain circumstances,
such, as if one has an important meeting or
a yeshiva that has learning, or an employee
who needs to pray in the early afternoon.

QUESTION

NNIM HHonNnNH ANMYW 027210 DPIWRI NN
.19NN5Y NYITA

IR TIV? RNW WWINI D17 POV 1D W2 OR 1997
nHon HHonnH NHnnahH NMm LHIPRYH NNITW
91T NN

mnn 7N Y wun ww My’ 10
97y L, RP1T N1VP NN HHonnh DrTopnwY
21T Nm 1H%onw N

Is it better to pray Minhah Gedolah with a minyan or regular Minhah by yourself?
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is an obligation.

Minhah Gedolah.

N1 DNm HHonnh AaNm oRkN .NHRW A
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Hacham Ben Sion Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998) maintains, that if a person has the choice
of praying Minhah Gedolah with a Minyan or praying Minhah Ketanah without a Minyan, he
should pray Minhah Ketanah. Since praying Minhah early has the status of "Be'diabad,” the
value of praying Minhah later overrides the value of praying with a Minyan. Since Maran’s
wording for minyan is ”try hard to get a minyan,,. However, praying Minhah at the proper time

However, if one is needed to be the number ten for a minyan, he should pray with them
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Hacham Ovadia Yosef also addresses this issue in his work Yehave Da'at. He writes, that
he initially concurred with this opinion, that it would seem proper to recite Minhah Ketana
privately rather than recite it earlier, at the less ideal time with a Minyan.

Another possible proof emerges from the ruling of the work Elya Rabba. He holds, that
one who needs to use the restroom at the time when the congregation prays should do
so, even at the expense of praying with a Minyan. Even if a person can restrain himself
for 72 minutes, in which case his prayer would be valid, it is nevertheless preferable to
pray properly, after using the restroom, rather than praying with a Minyan before using
the restroom. This, too, indicates that the value of praying with a Minyan gives way to
conflicting concerns.

However, despite these arguments, Hacham Ovadia nevertheless concludes that praying
Minhah Gedolah with a Minyan is preferable to praying Minhah Ketana privately. Although
the Shulhan Aruch indeed considers Minhah Gedolah a prayer "Be'diabad,” many Rishonim
(Medieval scholars) felt otherwise. As Hacham Ovadia cites, the Rif, the Rosh, Rav Saadia
Gaon, the Ra'aban and the Ritba all held that praying Minhah Gedolah is valid on the level
of "Le’chatehila” - the optimum level of fulfilling the Misva. Hacham Ovadia asserts that
had the Shulhan Aruch been aware of all these sources that held this position, he would
have certainly ruled in accordance with their opinion. Therefore, one who has the choice
between praying Minhah Gedolah with a Minyan and praying Minhah Ketana privately
should pray Minhah Gedolah with a Minyan.

Summary: If a person has the choice between praying Minhah Gedolah (Minhah early in
the afternoon) with a Minyan, or praying Minhah Ketana (Minhah late in the afternoon)
privately, he should pray Minhah Gedolah with a Minyan.
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Week 65

Topic

THE PROPER TIME TO PRAY MINHAH -
PART TWO

TOPIC DISCUSSION

How late can one pray Minhah?
Is it ideal to pray Minhah close to sunset?

Is one allowed to pray after sunset?
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The Mishna (Berachot 26a) says: nbon nnmn 7y 19vn - The time to pray Minhah is until
evening.
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The Gemara offers several interpretations:
RWYAN 127 R TR 12 2Py 11 X — R’ Yaakov bar Idi said in the name of R’
Oshaya: "wn3 1oy 17 INPonw 53 — Anyone whose Prayer is like a burden on him.

A second interpretation:
™MK 1327 — And the Rabbis say: ounnn 1iw5a mnix XY m 53 — Anyone who does
not recite [his Prayer] in a supplicatory manner.

A third interpretation:
M0 MRKT qoP 271 127 — Rabbah and Rav Yosef both say: 127 2 wn% 5o inxw 53
— Anyone who is unable to innovate something , i.e. introduce a new request into [his
Prayer].

Another Amora objects to this interpretation:
XM 121 MR — R’ Zeira said: xn%m ma wrnb x5 X1k —I am able to innovate
something in [my Prayer], X)1vn Xn51 xponomt — but I am afraid to do so lest I
become confused. "’

A fourth interpretation:
TN MNANT PAN 12 XD @7 2K 12 AR — Abaye bar Avin and R’ Chanina bar Avin
both say: mn "M 1 oy S%onn pPxY 53 — Anyone who does not pray during the
redness of the sun. '/ 131 1271 71X X2ax 72 X0 121 MKT — As R’ Chiya bar Abba said
in the name of R’ Yochanan: mn ™17 oy 55onab myn — It is a mitzvah to pray
during the redness of the sun. X711 127 "MX1 — And R’ Zeira said: X7 '80 — What is
the verse, i.e. the source for R’ Yochanan’s ruling in Seripture? 717 nm1 185 wvpw-oy kM,
"av 1 — They will fear You with [the rising of] the sun and before the moon [comes up],
for generations upon generations."”

Other Amoraim disapproved of R’ Yochanan’s statement in regard to Minchah:
TR MITIT Oy YXRT IRAKR RIYN2 A%y w5 — In the West [i.e. Eretz Yisrael] they would

where I left off (Rashi). [It should be borne in mind that in Talmudic times prayers were recited by heart,

not from a siddur.] See Einayim LaMishpat.

11. [T is cognate to DI, red.] The sun is red in the morning immediately after sunrise (manin yn)
and in the evening prior to sunset (Rashi to Shabbos 118b; cf. Ritva MHK ed. ibid. who states that "7 is
related to the phrase [Joshua 10:13]: wpwia oo, then the sun stood still).

These two times (just after sunrise and just prior to sunset) are the most propitious for reciting the
morning and afternoon Prayers respectively. One who does not take the trouble to schedule his Prayers for
these times indicates thereby that praying is a chore (“fixed task”) to him, which he is satisfied to perform
in just a minimally acceptable manner (Rashi).

The significance of praying at these times may be explained as follows: The Gemara in Bava Basra (84a)

suggests [homiletically] that the sun appears red in the morning because it passes near the roses in Gan
Eden, and it appears red in the evening because it passes by the fires of Gehinnom. When one prays at
dawn, one will thus recall [the promise of] Gan Eden and the reverence of Heaven will enter his heart.
When one prays before dark, he will recall [the threat of] Gehinnom and will be overcome by thoughts of
repentance. In each case, his prayers will be sublime prayers which shall be accepted favorably (Ben
Yehoyada to Shabbos 118b. See also Ben Yehoyada here).

4
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Question: Until what time may one pray
Minhah?

Answer: In order to properly understand
the answer, we must preface this discussion
by saying that anytime we use the word
”sunset,, this refers to the time of sunset as
printed in all halachic calendars worldwide.

The Gemara (Berachot 29b) states: ”"Rabbi
Yochanan said: It is a Mitzvah to pray with
the rising and setting of the sun, as the
verse states, ‘They shall fear you with the
sun’-which refers to the Shacharit prayer,
‘And before the moon for all generations'-
which refers to the Minhah prayer., This
means that according to Rabbi Yochanan,
itis especially preferable to pray Minhah as
the sun sets. The Gemara then proceeds,
"The sages of the Land of Israel spoke
derogatorily of one who prayed Minhah
as the sun set, lest a situation arise as a
result of which one will miss out on praying
Minhah entirely.

Therefore, it seems, that one should
make sure to pray Minhah well before
sunset, as opposed to waiting until just
before sunset to pray. This would stand in
contrast with the prevalent custom among
many synagogues which customarily pray
Minhah right before sunset and pray Arvit
immediately afterwards. Similarly, many
righteous women pray Minhah right before
sunset, as well.

Indeed, the saintly Arizal would likewise
pray Minhah slightly before sunset and he
would then pray Arvit right afterwards. It
would seem, that the Ari’'s custom is also
in contrast of the comment of the Sages of
the Land of Israel quoted above. Hagaon
Rabbeinu Yosef Haim zt,| writes in his Ben
Ish Hai (Parashat Ki-Tissa) that the reason
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why the Arizal was not concerned with the
opinion of the Sages of the Land of Israel
is, because the whole reason they said
not to pray too close to sunset is because
something may happen and one may miss
the time for prayer; regarding the Arizal,
on the other hand, who had a designated
Minyan who prayed with him every day
and would wait specifically wait for this
time, there was no concern that he (or his
Minyan) would neglect the Minhah prayer
in any way.

Thus, according to the Ben Ish Hai, one
should not pray too close to sunset and
one should make sure to pray Minhah
somewhat earlier. Only the Arizal, who had
a special Minyan that prayed specifically at
this time, could pray close to the time of
sunset.

On the other hand, Maran Rabbeinu
Ovadia Yosef zt”| points out in his Halichot
Olam that it seems from the words of
the Gemara that there is no distinction
between different people regarding this
Halacha, and it seems that the law of not
praying the Minhah prayer too late applies
to all people at all times.

Maran Ha'Bet Yosef quotes in the name
of the Hagahot Maimoni that when the
Gemara states ”the Sages of the Land of
Israel said that one should pray Minhah
as the sun set,, this refers to one who
prays at the time the sun is already setting.
However, if one prays before sunset, even
if it is only several minutes before, there is
nothing wrong with such behavior. Maran
Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt,| proves that the
great Ari would likewise pray Minhah close
to sunset but not as the sun actually set,
for the saintly Ari would pray Minhah with
his Minhah (according to the Shimusha
Rabba’s opinion) on and he was always
careful to remove his Tefillin before sunset.
Thus, the custom of the Ari to pray Minhah
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later does not mean he prayed along with
sunset; rather, he would pray slightly
before sunset.

Thus, when the Sages of the Land of Israel
said not to pray Minhah too late, this refers
to praying atthe actual time of sunset. Thus,
the custom observed by many synagogues,
as was the practice of the great Arizal, to
pray Minhah late refers to praying several
minutes before sunset and there is no
concern in this regard at all.

Halachically speaking, it is permissible to
pray Minhah slightly before sunset, as is
the practice in many synagogues and that
of many righteous women. However, one
should not postpone praying Minhah until
past sunset, lest something happen, and
they will miss the time for prayer entirely.

Nevertheless, if the time of sunset passes,
one may pray Minhah until thirteen-and-a-
half seasonal minutes after sunset (which
ranges between ten and twenty minutes
after sunset).

QUESTION

Is it better to pray Minhah with a minyan after sunset or privatly before?
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‘ One should pray with a minyan even after, sunset within 13 minutes, that is more ideal than

praying alone before sunset.

SUMMARY

May a person recite Minha if he knows that he will be unable to
complete the Amida prayer before the final time? For example, if a
person realizes at exactly 13 minutes after sunset that he has not
yet prayed Minha, may be begin praying at that point, realizing that
most of his Amida prayer will be recited after the final time for
Minha, which occurs just 30 seconds later?

This issue is subject to debate among the Halachic authorities. The
Ben Ish Hai (Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in one place
in his writings, rules that one should not begin the Amida if he will be
unable to complete the prayer before the final time. Elsewhere, he
writes that the majority of the Amida must be recited before the final
time, and therefore one may begin praying the Amida if he will be
able to recite most of the prayer before 13.5 minutes after sunset.
Hacham Ovadia Yosef, however, rules that it suffices to begin the
Amida prayer before the final time. As long as 13.5 minutes have yet
to pass since sunset, one may begin the Amida, even if the majority
of the Amida will be recited after this point. Thus, a person who
remembers even 12 or 13 minutes after sunset that he has not
recited Minha should recite the Amida at that point.

Summary: The final time for reciting Minha is 13.5 minutes after
sundown. One who remembers he has not recited Minha anytime
before that point should begin the Amida, and he fulfills his
obligation even though the majority of the Amida is recited after that
point, since he began the Amida in time.
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