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Week 61

Topic

1nYonYH 0I1pn Yy

HAVING A SET PLACE TO PRAY

TOPIC DISCUSSION

What does it mean to have a set place; is that a set shul or a set seat?

Is it only for the amida?
Is there a ‘within’ distance that also works?
If an out of town guest is in your seat, should you ask him to move?

Does it also apply to one who prays at home?
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The Gemara cites the first of several teachings from R’ Chelbo in the name of Rav Huna:
K37 27 9K 1351 137 mr — R’ Chelbo said in the name of Rav Huna : Dipn yaipn 52
1n%on% — Anyone who establishes a set place for his prayer, ' 1rya omax mbx —
the God of Abraham will be a help to him. "* 15 o™nix nnw — And when he dies,
they should say about him: Ton *® MYy '8 — “Woe for the loss of this humble person,
Woe for the loss of this devout person , Wax 072K 5w ™m5nn — he is from the
students of Abraham, our forefather.” '

The Gemara asks:

DipR ¥apT 17 K wax o77ax) — And from where do we know that Abraham, our
forefather, assigned a place for prayer?

21137 — For it is written: "W TRY-WN DipRT-5% P33 012K DawM, — Abraham arose
early in the morning to the place where he had stood before Hashem."" Kox m1my 1
n95n — And this expression of “standing” is interpreted as referring to nothing other
than prayer, "axx — for it is stated elsewhere that standing is associated with prayer:
"558m o My, — And Pinchas stood up and prayed."”
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Notes 2

3

11. [saiah 50:2.

12, Le. there are not enough people present to answer (i.e. respond to) the nghipay o371, matters of
sanctity (Hashi; Maharsha). [These are prayers that may be recited only in the presence of a minyan — e.g.
Kaddish, Borchu (see below, 21b, and Megillah 23b). Generally, one person recites the prayer and the
others respond.|

The first part of the verse is explained as follows: Why is it that [ have come [to rest My Presence here],
and there is no man [i.e. the one man who would complete the minyan is not present|? (Maharsha).

13 Le. he always prays in the same place. [It is sufficient to be within four amos of that spot (Magen
Avraham, Orach Chatm 90:34).]

Some authorities require this only when one prays in his house (Rabbeinu Yonah), whereas others
maintain that even in a synagogue a person should have a set place (Rosh; Meiri; Shulehan Aruch, Orach
Chaim 90:19),

14, Le. God will help him in the manner in which He helped Abraham, [The Gemara will prove below that]
Abraham designated a particular place in which to pray (Rasfti).

Rashba (Perushei HaHaggados) explains that a place reserved for prayer invokes an attitude of respect
and awe, which is the proper state of mind that a person should be in before he begins to pray. |

Meiri comments that it is easier to concentrate when praying in a place especially designated for that
purpose.

Rif (to Ein Yaakov) explains the significance of having a set place in which to pray: One who treats prayer
as a burdensome task will seek to cast off that burden as soon as possible by praying wherever he happens
to be. Thus, a person who, instead of praying in his immediate surroundings, goes to a specially designated
place demonstrates that he regards prayer not as an unpleasant burden, but as an opportunity to obtain
God’s mercy. In this sense, he is like Abraham, who went to his designated place to beseech God to spare
his nephew, Lot, from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, as related below.

[For other explanations, see Maharsha and Anaf Yosef.]

15. Although we do not know whether this person was humble and devout, we can assume that he was.
Since he treated prayer so seriously that he even designated a special place for it, he presumably
cultivated the attribute of humility, which is essential for concentration and for God’s acceptance of one’s
prayers. The attribute of humility leads to the attribute of devotion [mT0r], as stated in Avedah Zarah
20b (Rabbeinu Yonah).

16. Genesis 19:27. Abraham went to the place where he had stood the previous day, pleading with God not
to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. [On this occasion he went there to pray for the safe rescue of Lot from

N\ J

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



:T NI109a

TR PANN DO MMM O0BND D PP 53 T j2 PPm 30 Dw prn TR PN
FIMYNTD YRS IMIPD A9 N3 1D 8 TP I 8O TANN I PRPAN SXwD mpd Dip e o
12 Py 237 oy e w535 035 IMIpS A5MN3 LM% ™ 3oy M5 3D 17 KT N

Another statement by R’ Yochanan in the name of R’ Shimon ben Yochai:
M 3 PR 131 o [t 131 K1 — And R’ Yochanan said in the name of R’ Shimon
ben Yochai: in%on pipn yaipn Y2 — Anyone who assigns a set place to pray nanx
rann @951 — his enemies will fall under him, ™" MKW — as it is stated: ™ mnen,,
braund myb opn — And I shall yet appoint a place for My people for Israel Tnyon
vann 12v — and I shall establish them so that they may live in a place of their own,

Ty 17 X9 — and be disturbed no more, "MIWNRI2 WK Ny nHy-11 10W0IKS — nor
shall iniquitous people torment them anymore as at the beginning.'”

b7 with a minor

The aforementioned verse from II Samuel is repeated in I Chronicles
change. Rav Huna points out the disparity between the two verses:
™7 807 27 — Rav Huna posed a contradiction: iniayb 213 — In the verse in I Samuel it
is written: nor shall iniquitous people torment them anymore, "\iN%23%, 2131 — whereas in
the parallel verse in I Chronicles it is written: nor shall iniquitous people destroy™ them
anymore. Why in one verse is David told that Israel will be spared any torment, while in the
other verse he is promised only that they will be saved from complete destruction?

The Gemara explains:
"iMay%, 91Mna — The verse in II Samuel refers to the beginning, when the Temple would
first be built. At that time, the assurance was that Israel’s enemies would no longer torment
them. "n%2%, q1v2%1 — The verse in I Chronicles, however, refers to the end, i.e. when
Israel sinned and it was decreed in Heaven that they must be tormented. At that time, the
prayers of Israel merited that their enemies would not destroy them.

the person considers himself completely righteous. Since this combination is well-nmigh impossible generally
one should refrain from antagonizing the wicked; otherwise one might court danger, as mentioned above,
notes 35 and 38, in the name of Maharsha and Eitz Yosef (Chadashim Gam Yeshanim).

54. See above, Gb, regarding the importance of assigning a set place to pray. However, Rif has a different
reading here of our Gemara, namely in7in% Dipn ¥2ipa 53, whoever assigns a set place for the study of
Torah, will be spared from his enemies. Rabbeinu Yonah ad loc. comments that, for this reason, even
someone who knows but a hitle should designate a set place where he should study what he knows,
contemplate its issues, and the fear of Heaven will enter his heart. If he knows nothing at all, he should go
to the study halls where Torah is learned and he will be rewarded for his trip.

55, [ Samuel 7:10. [The previous verses recount that King David offered to build the Temple, which is a
permanent house of prayer. This verse presents part of God’s response.]
56, [God promises David that He will one day set a place of prayer for the Jewish people, and when He

does,| the iniquitous people will not torment them anymore, i.e. their enemies will fall underfoot (Bashi; cf,
Maharsha).
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The Yerushalmi writes, that a person should always pray in a shul. This is learned

from the pasuk ”in the place you call out to hashems name, he will come and
bless you,.

One should designate a specific place to pray and should not change it, even in
the same shul. This is how the Pnei Moshe interprets the Yerushalmi.
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One should pray in the same shul, but
one can have two different places in
that shul.
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One should have a set place to pray and
should not change it unless needed.

It is not enough to have a set shul; one
should also have a set spot in the shul.

MishnahBerura: makomkavua extends
to 4amot 6.7, away from the actual
seat; one could sit in a nearby seat and
still be within their makom kavu'a.

Even someone praying at home, should
have a set spot in which his family should
not disturb him.
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DIFFERENT OPINION
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The halacha of praying in a set spot is
not when you pray in shul. Since shul is
a place of prayer, one does not need to
worry to have a set spot. It is referring
to one who is praying at home in a
situation where he can’t go to shul.

Question: How could it be that for a
small act of such, one will be given such
great praises?

Answer: It's not the set place that's
deserving these praises, it's the fact that
he is so careful, and he appreciates the
prayer this much that he is zoned in.
This act is an act of humility in which it
will cause ones tefilla to be answered.
Humility is one of the highest-level
attributes to have. This is how the Torah
speaks of moshes greatness.

Y DNOAR PNHR 1NHoNH DIpPN YaIpn Hd
NOIdN N2 HW NMMNIPNa N1 MR XY I7TYa
DR TOPNY PR RN NHDN DIPN NYIDW 1DT
XY RHR T2 DMYOI T DT DYDY
DYDY 1N°22 1NH5NH DIPN Yaipw mb
TNM1 11022 HH0NN 175025 N35HH K13 IPRY
0727 MHWINA ynwn DM 29 YIT 01pn
5HonnY 11’22 1NHoNH DIPN YAIpn Ho Dnn
DINIR NNWOI HTI2 HW MXNN ND'PN 19IRD

10N R PIY R

IR 0’1901 7292 N 219N D1 ,DWpPNn W
1977N17) JOPN HRIMW RN N1 HITANIW INVN
TIMRWI CYTINIT 191w RMMWT PH1Rw
1727 WD 1PHY NIDW NITUNY IRIW 1PHY
NAWH 1PHY DT MR 70H IR INT PRY RHR
50 HY IMR DIMIRY R 1IMR IR 91T

?9%9nnH 10’12 TNIN DIPN YIAIPW DR

DIPNN MY1Ap MNIYa MR XRHW M1H wn
1NHDN2 PIPTIN 72 HOW MY NN RHR 7292
DI1PN2INYDN N*NNW NXITW INTIRIN N1 DHW
N ORTI NHONN AR X102 HOW 11701 TN
199 NH2I1PN INHON INW 1 11 W MY
N72W1 NN DNDR PNAT MMRIW PIVD DIPNN
D,1Y5H Ho1 R Nvn 1H Y RH DRYW N
D1PNN 2199 NHA1PN NPNn KH1 N101 HHonnh
mMToNN NTMY N1 NN NMIYH NOTW 11721 0"]
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One could have different set places
for different times; winter, summer
weekday, Shabbat. All three prayers in
a different place.

Why is your tefilla more accepted?

Since tefillais compared to a korban, as a
person prays, he is bringing holiness to
the spot he prays at. As he continuously
prays there, he is adding holiness to the
same place.

As well since one becomes accustomed
to the place, they are less distracted.

Praying in the same place is a segula
never to be exiled.
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If you have a set seat in shul and you find someone sitting in your seat, it is not proper to
ask that person to move if it will upset that person.

Even if there are no other seats available near your normal seat, it is still not proper to
upset a person by asking him or her to move from your seat.
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