(it
‘ll |I'
'» 1l
l . -

TORAH CENTER

HABRUTA NIGHT

SHAARE ZION

Tonight’s learning is dedicated

L'Refuah Shelema Refael David Ben Claudie



Reproduced by Habruta Night Booklet with permission of the
copyright holders, ArtScroll 7 Mesorah Publications, Ltd.

Design: mdkgraphicdesign@gmail.com




Week 57

Topic

SEFIRAT HAOMER

TOPIC DISCUSSION

In our days that we don’t have a Bet HaMikdash, is Sefirat Haomer still a Torah
obligation?

Are all the nights of the Omer contingent of each other? If you miss one night,
are you no longer obligated to count?

What if | missed an entire 24 hours of counting (night and day), do I still need
to count?

If a person knows he will have a surgery that will take him out for 24 hours
and will miss the Omer. Can he start to count?

What if someone turns Bar Mitzva during the Omer, does he count with a
beracha?
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OVERVIEW

The Torah writes:

Start counting the day after Shabbat nx poxan 01PN NAWH NAPMN 009 DNYD0)

(referring to the holiday of Pesach), :N1PNN NIN MNAW Yaw No1Inn iy
which is the day you bring the Omer; the
count should be 7 full weeks. 01 DYWNN 19D0N NPYIWH NIWN NN TV

;N2 NWIN NN on1aIpPM

Until you get to the 7" week which is TO-10:20 RPN
50 days (49 days) of counting, and you

shall bring an offering from the new

wheat.

We see that the counting of the Omer is a bridge between Pesach and Shavuot.
Some have called the Omer days an extended Hol Hamoed.

These verses command us to count seven weeks from the time that the Omer — the new
barley offering — was brought in the Temple — i.e. from the 16th of Nissan. We begin our
count on the second night of Pesach and continue until Shavuot, which is the 50th day
after the offering. We count 49 days, for our Sages had a tradition that the Torah’s use of
the word 750, means until the 50th day.

It is @ mitzvah for each individual to count the days of the Omer by himself, for the Torah
states: "And you shall count for yourselves”. This mitzvah is applicable today, even though
the Temple no longer stands, and we no longer bring the Omer offering. Some maintain
that the obligation today is rabbinic.

The correct time for counting the Omer is at the beginning of the night, for the verse states
that we are to count seven complete weeks "nmmn” and the count can only be complete if
we commence when the 16th of Nissan begins. Since we commence counting the Omer at
night, we continue to count at night throughout the entire 49 days.
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The Torah states (Vayikra 23, 15): “And you
shall count for yourselves, from the day
following the Shabbat, from the day the
waved Omer offering is brought, seven
complete weeks shall they be., Our Sages
(Menachot 65b) have a tradition that the
vday following the Shabbat, refers to the
day following the first day of Pesach which
is a holiday. (This is what is meant by the
words, "the day following the Shabbat,,
i.e. the day following the first day of
Pesach which is a holiday, also known
as ”Shabbaton., Therefore, on the night
following the first day of Pesach following
Arvit, we immediately begin counting the
Omer.) Itis a Torah commandment to count
the Omer beginning from the Sixteenth of
Nissan until the end of seven weeks, which
is a period of forty-nine days.

NINNMN 02 DNIDOT:(10 2D ®IP) NINAIND
VAW NDINN MY DR DORAN DIPN NIAWN
noon1) H”n 1HapY .N1PhN NINNN NINAW
RN "NAWN NINNNY WIPOW (1D 97 NININ
01 RINW NOD HW PUIRIN 210 O NN
S NAWN NINNIN 09N NN 1PHRY) INIAW
N2V 01 RINW NOD HW NWRI 01PH NINNN
MNR NOD HYW PWRI 210 DY IRXINA TN 190
.(M1YN N°00 MDY 0°H’NNN N2y NHYoN
INIYN NI’O0 ID0H NNNN N NWY NN
mMyinw nyaw mi 1y 10131 1770 9Hn Hnn

.0 HYywn1 0'YI1IR DY
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Nevertheless, since the Torah also states
(Devarim 16:9), ”You shall count for
yourselves seven weeks, from when the
sickle begins to strike the standing stalks
shall you begin to count these seven weeks,”
which means from the time the Omer
offering was harvested and unfortunately
nowadayswhenthe Bet Hamikdashnolonger
stands, we have neither the harvesting
of or bringing of the Omer offering. Thus,
this Mitzvah of counting the Omer is only
rabbinic in commemoration of the services
performed in the Bet Hamikdash. Therefore,
in the Leshem Yichud text customarily
recited before counting the Omer, one
should omit the phrase, "As the Torah
states: And you shall count for yourselves,
for the Mitzvah of counting the Omer is no
longer a Torah commandment. (Although
according to the opinion of the Rambam
and the Ra’avaya there is no correlation
between the Mitzvah of counting the Omer
and the harvesting the Omer and according
to them the Mitzvah of counting the Omer
is @ Torah commandment even nowadays,
nonetheless, we do not rule this way and
the Halacha in this matter follows Maran
Ha'Shulchan Aruch, whose rulings we have
accepted, who rules that counting the Omer
isonly a rabbinic commandment nowadays,
for this is indeed the opinion of Rav Hai
Gaon, Tosafot, Rosh, Itur, Rashba, Ran, and
others).
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QUESTION

Are all the nights of the Omer contingent of each other? If you miss one night, are
you no longer obligated to count?

/ N\
0 Mnn
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Abaye said: It is a mitzva to count days, and it is also a mitzva to count weeks.
The Gemara notes that in fact the Sages of the study hall of Rav Ashi counted
days and they also counted weeks. Ameimar counted days but not weeks.
In explanation of his practice, Ameimar said: Since there is no longer an Omer
offering, the counting is performed only in commemoration of the Temple.
Therefore, one does not need to be so scrupulous to count both days and weeks.

"

IV R RNT RIN NN IRD ROWDT X171 RN MR - 2P0 XD MY 1M MK
.20 M1 990 X1 RNHYA WIPNY 101 RHR

our count today is not from the Torah, since there is no korban of the Omer,
rather it is a remembrance for when the Bet Hamikdash will be around.
Therefore, one can count days without weeks.

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



QUESTION

What if | missed an entire 24 hours of counting (night and day), do I still need to count?

N2 NI1I5HN 950

RV 1’0

The »"ma holds that all nights are in  nm RH7T RN , MR DN R 'RTIN? 27 M
unison and if one misses 24 hours of xn ,XRNNY™H WA RN KR RNAP 1D MY
not counting, he can no longer count. ,N1991 DIMMN MDY Yaw RIYAT ,RNVV
RNIINRN DM RHT RN RNONDH NRWA HAR

N7 OWI RNN IRN

W”RY

N1 N0 0DN0D 127V PID

Tosafot disagrees with Behag, they 990 X917NR 01 P?0ON DRW ,2"N2 2ND TV
hold that each night is an independent  »"9% pr91 PRI .NM™MN J27Y2T 9910 1R 11V
obligation. Therefore, even if one D MY 7192 71NN 1Y N HoT
missed a whole day, they can still

continue counting.

711NN 990

If someone forgot for twenty-four ®R%2792 1PN WNR MR’ THR D1 NOVWW N RIX
hours, they should say, “last night was HRIW HY HY 0INRND DM DO
the 4% night”, without a beracha, and

then count tonight with a beracha. This

way he has a complete count.
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WHAT DO WE HOLD?

0N NI - 17N

Maran: n-1v5nIN°0

If one knows for sure that he missed a 7Ry DY P2 , 0N THRA 7729 NOW DR
full day without a beracha, he should ;7597 x9a o’ IRWA 910,00 IRWN P2
continue to count without a beracha. ;700 ®91TNR 07 2977 DR PDION RIN DR IR

12711 0 IRWI ND0?

Mishna Berurah:

It's not necessarily that we hold like the
a"na, rather it's because of nida poo
970, For that reason, one does not mypaw YawW N9P007 TN WINY - 1571 891
continue making a beracha, buthe must  wpy 91 o0 ®AT X379 &M 1Pva NmMN

17191 N1wn

continue counting. TNRN R PTWN M D710 YNWW DT PO
The best way to cover oneself is, to 91007 3"Nx1 ,NRYY N1O2 IR NIV PIIINNN
listen to the the Hazan or to someone [n™91 9"R]

else when they make the beracha (both
should have in mind) and then count
with him.
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SUMMARY

The Mitzvah of counting the Omer is a Mitzvah during every single day of the counting
period, and for this reason we recite a blessing on it before counting every single day.

However, according to the opinion of the Behag, if one has forgotten to count the Omer
on one day during the counting period he can no longer continue to count the Omer since
it is not possible to count by skipping (for if one counts one, two, four, he has counted
incorrectly; thus, if one missed counting one day he can no longer rectify this and what he
counts from now on is not considered counting at all).

Halachically speaking, we hold that even if one has forgotten to count one day of the Omer,
he may in fact continue to count the rest of the days for every day is a separate Mitzvah
regardless of the other days. Nevertheless, since we always follow the great rule of "when
in doubt, do not bless,, regarding the blessing we are concerned about the opinion of
the Behag. Therefore, if one forgets to count one day of the Omer, one should continue
to count the rest of the days as usual; however, from now on he should not recite the
blessing before counting.

DISCUSSION

According to the a"na that all nights are one big mitzva, how are you allowed to start
counting, why are we not concerned that you might miss a night and retroactively have
been saying berachot for no reason?

A bigger question is, if it's all one mitzvah, why do we make 49 separate berachot, we
should just recite one beracha in the beginning?
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We can prove from here that ‘part of a
mitzvah is also considered a mitzvah'.
Otherwise, how can one make a beracha
every night for the counting if it's only
1/49™ of the mitzvah. Furthermore, he
may forget, and his blessings would
have been in vain. Must be you could
make a beracha on part of the mitzvah
and not worry that you might miss, as
long as there is a potential complete
mitzvah. But once you missed, we no
longer allow berachot on part of a
mitzvah.

DRT ,'T10 INIYN D00 P NoINH H"1m
UPN? PR RWP NN YW NN PR INR]
v ®H7 ,ND"H Hoa1 MmN noo HY NdMa
95 1R1,0171 NHYH MDD KD NOW RNW WINH
NYP RIRRTIRHR,NHVIAY 1777 7712w 1PNIDNA
,1702% 1PNMDIA PR 091 7YY XN NINN
7721 R®H NDNNIYT NN, MINN DXP DWYT D
.N1902% 1PNID7A N RH TAYITA NIN L NXPN HY
N"12 2"y 97 MAInO1 NvoINNy R
1272 N2TH N’D0 HY 11PN XRH 12NOW NID0I
,N21025 772w NN M1N71,7IN0N NRIN DRWY 219N
N7°D0NT IRW ONNT ,PHND W1 NIMR 1IN
DRI DONW INR D120NW NH220N0 AV RN
,1702H 1592 10 12H 7YV Y TR DNRY
¥J,2710 07 D22V R N7O0N NIV *2) HAR
11NNW 1P272N PPRT DYV DPOI1DN 1aND 1PH
771¥H RN NPD0NT DIWN ,IMIVH N1’D0 HY
5V 172721 11 NNWYW N2922 1PON10 1091 ,110 07
11721, WY YN NI’D0 N12HNA 110,210 0P
177000 N1 210 0P PWIY 310 YO 9107

.N902% 1PNMDNA N RY DN, N¥PNAI
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Ohr letzion has a different approach. He wants to say every night is its own mitzvah, even

according to Behag.

171789 MR

1 1070 0N NIR - R PN

It would seem, that every night is
its own mitzvah, even according to
the Behag, it's just that if you missed
a night (and day) it doesn't make
sense to continue. For example,
let's say you counted night 3, you
said 1YY "wHw o1 01N, and then
you missed night 4, on night 5, if
you are to say "wmn o1 01", which
means the count is missing from 3
to 5, but nmmn teaches that you
need a complete count.

QUESTION

D2 091VYH7,2"N2 VW 2W»H 7”01 DRI HAR
NXY 7192 NI¥N 0171 01 HOT 1210 DT RIN
5”701 ,9NR J9IRA RIPT NIMNNYH WIDNT RHR
9x%92 01 VNN HO 1YW 11N NINN DI
90111 177005 ‘N DDA RYNIW DIR A1, TNR
N IXD 190 XD (111721 T HHa wnrw
MW MDY 70N N 0PD NI R g¥0a
SN R T 71909 PN (DIWHY NIMW) 2 INR
2"Y1,5N7°001 IPWNT R”R 1T 0,7 010 NN’

.N7790N 109N 2"N22T A"NA 7110

If a person knows he will have a surgery that will take him out for 24 hours and will miss

the Omer. Can he start to count?

171729 MR

You can start counting and after the
surgery stop.
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BAR MITZVAH BOY

171789 MR

1 1070 0N NIR - R PN

Since, (according to Ohr Letzion), all you need
is for the count to be consecutive even if you
consider each night its own mitzvah. It is
considered nm™mn .

Even if you will say the count as a minor isnt a
count. But the same training you have to give
a minor in mitzvot, so he can be accustmed to
performing mitzvot. As well, when he becomes
an adult, he will have a mitzvah from the rabbis
to count.

According to the a"na, that all the days are
considered one big mitzvah, the question arises
with a minor that turns thirteen during the
Omer, does he count with a beracha? If missing
one day is missing in “the complete mitzva”,
and a minor only counts for the purpose of
training, does it help for when he becomes an
adult to allow him to continue counting.

Since, (according to Ohr Letzion), all you need
is for the count to be consecutive even if you
consider each night its own mitzvah. It is
considered nmmmn .

Even if you will say the count as a minor isnt a
count. But the same training you have to give
a minor in mitzvot, so he can be accustmed to
performing mitzvot. As well, when he becomes
an adult, he will have a mitzvah from the rabbis
to count.

Final halacha:

Minors that counted and turned bar mitzvah
can continue with a beracha when they become
thirteen.

71N NNIMN 0NNY ,0°1INRD 1PON0] 1"09)
N700 M PIMNW Jup P L0"W NN
01’0 72101102 NINW TP TN PR ,IMIVN
X2 IR 13711 MDOYH PWN? HTINWI ,NND
N77001 'R 017 707N DRW T"N7T R17IR NNIRIDT
27’NNN ROW NT 0P 17N, NN IRD PR 1Y
1T INPD0 R21NN R ,AMIVPA 71N 7T RIR
1721177 NNMN 910 10T RN1IR, 7 TWIH

DM M¥N 1 hwviw TH°H D) Nt o)
D'M°n HO1 RIPYN D0 DRT ,N’DON N]
SIOR X792 1M RIPT NIMNNY 027p ,1N10Na
,MHW 'R MIXN HONW 120°W TN R 79

D100 NINMN 12 11°9P oW

R17M R 1N11VPA IDOW N1’DOT MR DR ORI
RI2N0N NN ,NMT RNHT RN T 1H
V"M ,DNXNY PN JINH DMNIXN NRYW DWOIT
DIPA 2717 DAY DM ON RPW 1D
NN ANNNW D112 M1 PN RIN LNNINND
2NN L,(NYXNRA DI TANW 71207 D THNWI NIXn
2"N527 MR DR gRT M1HO L1277 o
12N W NN LRNDPIRTA NINNON 70D

10 PN NINNAa

,177901 M2 ITHNW TUPT "1 ,RITT RIPON
D17 TN MIRID MW DTPW 0’1 190 DR
W) ,1MHT32 DA 12722 71DI0) PWNNT M2

NN 20 MHYTIW MY TN
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Hacham Ovadia disagrees:

14
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Hacham Ovadia holds, that a boy who
turns thirteen, should not continue
counting with a beracha. Although
he counted till now, since it was only
trainingitdoesn’t help for his adulthood.
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Final halacha:

The luminaries of the previous generation debated this matter at length. Nevertheless,
halachically speaking, a child who turns thirteen years old during the Omer should continue
to count on the subsequent night without reciting a blessing.

HALACHOT

The appropriate time for counting now ox DipN YoM ,NY91 MIVN NIPDD MNT
the Omer is at night; however, if one 5347 953 panrW D12 MDD NH*H1 MDOY

forgets to count at night, one may count 55,5y 74555 597 31005 TWNN9 991 72 IR
throughout the day without reciting 29711

a blessing before counting, in which

case one may continue counting on 172N XY ,MMYN NPDO  NIDION  NUR
all subsequent nights while reciting a N17910 D'WIN PR 130N .071°O0N0 HY
blessing. 27 79 HY IRIAN NTA DYV INIYN NID0

Women who count the Omer should YalpRI[pialy
not recite a blessing before counting.

According to our custom though,

women do not count the Omer at all.

The reason for this is discussed by the

Mekubalim.
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