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Week 6

Topic

THE MITZVA OF DRINKING WINE ON
PURIM

TOPIC DISCUSSION

What's the idea of having wine on Purim?
How much should one drink?

Do ladies drink?

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION '




V T NHIM N\

pxd oo P3 B ovd N3 MR MRS ATATPD ebrnd PN YO0 1115 Swpbn MED HIoED B
i) E:; P:S S "Jﬂaszb’?m: a) N5 TP NTIDD DT BN AN 5sh \3"1’35 1517115135 7{:?5 m{nav
ov3 Shonsd 3w bYSD FEEE oy oy mam v 5 pan s pa R Splpen B7 o
vy d3b paps wbE on W 131 pdmd > b7 603 Swnbn
D3 DYPP3 VL D30 L e DR T T DD MY 1y :9pb B b7 H0
mom my sy B on PWD WD N3 MO N DD orp e ssm mmes 9%
3> p ovs paph e TIPI WM MR MO TN MY oo won S

1N DWW PO WD WIS 551 NS¢ O MR T TR DM ATPD e oh w0 12 067 DB MEIWD

POD N0 BN NP 3D O No e NDYZAMOND NAPEA NP 903 > oo B3 b

e meaman [RAPUTE S S X O

X271 "MmX — Rava said: X'mb3 vmo;b WX v — One is obligated to become
intoxicated with wine on Purim, * »371 JmM2% o 7% 2 v X971y — until one does
not know the difference between cursed is Haman and blessed is Mordechai. "’
The Gemara cites a related incident:

YTT1 YI02 M2 MWD 173y K727 127 — Rabbah and R’ Zeira had the Purim feast
together. D102'X — They became intoxicated. X" ’3‘1‘? munw 121 op — Rabbah arose
and slew R’ Zeira. mnx) mn wa 'Img‘? — The next day, [Rabbah] prayed for mercy
on R’ Zeira’s behalf and revived him. m5 mmx mw5 — The following year [Rabbah]
asked [R’ Zeira]: ™17 72 ™19 NTYD Ay " NN — Let master come and we will
have the Purim feast together. m% "mx — [R’ Zeira] answered him: xnyw 533 X%

XD ¥ nn nyw) — Not every time does a miracle occur. '

Just to clarify: Maharsha explains; he didn't kill him. He just gave him too much to

Q drink. Y,

The Ran suggests that the reason the Gemarah is telling us the story of Rabbah and Rav
Zeira, is to teach us to be cautious not to get to intoxicated, (i.e. we don’t go with Rava).

QUESTIONS ON THE GEMARAH

What's the idea of having wine on Purim?
How can Rava say something without sourcing it?

What is the point of not knowing the difference between mn m7& and .»>7m 7172 If you
think of it, by the megillah we sing »>71 7172 00 MR very clearly, why mess it up?
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Haman was forced to carry out the king’s order and:
"W K waba-nx man npn, — Then Haman took the garments and the horse.” 51x
R 1327 anT mnswx — He went and found that rabbis '’ were sitting before
[Mordechail, 1327% rymp niabn 1% n1nm — and he was demonstrating the laws of
kemitzah'" to these rabbis ."” nnam mma T M) MHaR% pxT VTR PMET I —
When Mordechai saw that [Haman] was coming towards him with [the king’s]
horse held in his hand, he became afraid. 1327% 115 "X — [Mordechai] told the
rabbis: "X Xp "Wwp) SvpmS xywn X — This wicked man is coming to kill me. 15
inbmaa nan XY 7 mpn — Move away from him so that you too are not burned by his
coal. ¥ xnibyS MY oy w7 qUYN) Knyw Xutoa — At that moment, Mordechai
wrapped himself in his cloak and stood up to pray.

The Gemara relates the encounter with Haman:
MR MY 2NN n XNX — Haman came and sat before them, 271 997 Ty MK
mnib¥5 — and waited until Mordechai finished his prayers. 1mpoy 1xna 15 nx —
He asked [the disciples]: With what topic of study are you occupied? nnaw 1 m5 1nx
onp wipnt — They answered him: When the Holy Temple was in existence, 271127 [N
m5 qpanm Kn%107 Mmymp Yn e A — one who pledged a minchah offering
brought a fistful " of fine flour and would gain atonement through it. "% 15 "mx
13777 KRR wynp on Xnx — [Haman] said to them: Your fistful of flour has come MM
Y17 NBDD M23 ‘H;'.}L:Jrs My — and pushed aside my ten thousand silver talents, which I
was willing to pay Achashverosh to destroy the Jews."” ywm m% "nx — [Mordechai,] upon
hearing this, said to [Haman]: Villain! m5 ovoan m5 72y o2y mipw 12y — If a slave
acquires property, to whom does the slave belong and to whom does the property
belong? It certainly belongs to his master! Since you are my slave,’¥ that money was mine,
not yours.

After this dialogue:
KIDID INIT 2197 2NN W7 Wiah oip MY Mmx — [Haman] said to [Mordechail: Arise, put on
these garments, and ride this horse, X391 77 "w27 — for the king wishes you to do so.
xrmb HipwiRy w2 15 KkHMYT Ty K51 XS MY 1M — [Mordechai] responded to him: I
cannot do so until I first go to the bathhouse and have my hair cut, "” Xy7x MK 1857
by | N:;!'?)g'—; NI vw‘mmp‘s? — for it is not proper % to use the garments of the king in
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MEGILLAH NIKREIS CHAPTER ONE MEGILLAH 16a
this state. WX 191351 12 "2 15915 MPAIEXI ANOKR MW — Meanwhile, Esther sent an
order and detained all the bathhouse attendants ' and all the barbers, *? so that
Haman would have to attend to Mordechai personally. As a result, fTrIox1 112 ’;"; TR m'};vw
— [Haman] personally brought [Mordechai] into the bathhouse and bathed him.
TNIAN XN NNK) "711:53 — And [Haman] went and brought scissors from his house, X
M 2 5P — and was cutting [Mordechai’s] hair, mimx marx m5 5pw xp7 172 —
While cutting it, [Haman] felt faint and groaned. nminMm KXp YRR mh omx —
[Mordechai] asked [Haman]: Why do you groan? xa%n% mb 2wn miy1 8723 mH "nx
%1122727 191an — [Haman] answered him: The man who was more valued by the
king than all his nobles 15D 1x52 mmurS xnwin — should now become a bathhouse
attendant and a barber? ywn m% "y — [Mordechai] retorted: Villain! 193 5y 790 189
n1 0¥ — And were you not once the barber in the village of Kartzum? xin — A
Tanna taught: mw oy oMy 797 0vaR 790 YW 50 1T — HAMAN WAS THE BARBER OF
THE VILLAGE OF KARTZUM FOR TWENTY-TWO YEARS.

The Gemara continues its narrative of the encounter:

mRnb mpwab amb nnbpet na — After [Haman] cut [Mordechai’s] hair, he
dressed him in his assigned royal garments. 2071 po ™5 1N — He said to [Mordechail:
Ascend the king’s horse, and ride. X352 X% mb "nx — [Mordechai,] however, said to
him: I am not able to ascend by myself Xnuyn mm x5 XymaT — for my strength is
weakened from the days of fasting. p»>;1 13 — So [Haman] bent down and
[Mordechai] stepped up on Haman’s back and ascended the horse. m2 vya p"?g n — As
he was ascending, he kicked [Haman]. :’l:i‘; ama XY mb X — [Haman] asked him: Is
it not written for you: % "mgtpn-‘:s X "JB;;:” — When your enemy falls do not
rejoice? How, then, were you allowed to kick me? lnﬁjtp’,;: 15m nT m5 qnx — [Mordechai]
answered him: These words were stated concerning a Jewish enemy. :213 13712 bax
77N iNina-5y anx), — But about you non-Jewish enemies it is written: % And you
shall tread upon their high places.

Haman then led Mordechai through the city square:
P13 yan 79nn WK wIKG Ay 133 Mm% XN, — And proclaimed before him: This is
what is done for the man whom the king especially wants to honor.”” 511 vp1 M7 2
10 27 K91wa — As he was leading Mordechai through the street of Haman’s house,
NIDRR R1RT mnna mnnn — [Haman’s] daughter, who was standing on the roof, saw
it. imax 2177 X1 1Map — However, she thought that the one who was riding on the
horse was her father, "7 Mmp 12017 XM — and the one who was walking before
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him was Mordechai. X921 N7 XYWy nE:ptp — She took the chamber pot mm»en
maxT XYMN — and threw it upon the head of her father , thinking that he was
Mordechai. mmy ‘l‘_?'-j — [Haman] then raised his eyes, X111 imaxT nim — and she saw that
it was actually her father. mnm XyIx% 870x% N95) — Thereupon she fell from the roof
to the ground and died. "q%n7 "YW 5K 2TM WM, 227 WM — And thus it is
written: Mordechai returned to the king’s gate.”” nww 371 "y — Rav Sheishess said
in exposition of this verse: INuyN% pwh aww — This teaches that he returned to his
sackcloth and his fasting. ' The verse continues: "WX3 Mam 5ax N 5% o pom, —
And Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. This means:
ina by "bax,, — mourning for his daughter who had just died; i% YIRY Sy muins nom, —
and with his head covered because of what had happened to him. '

When Haman returned home:
w1 MAnk-5a5 inwx wNnH et 1oom, — Haman told to Zeresh, his wife, and to all his
intimate friends etc.

The Gemara analyzes this verse:
137K, M Mp — The beginning of the verse calls them his intimate friends, 119 "M
"o, — and later in the verse, it calls [those same people] his wise men. Why is this?
1 127 MK — R’ Yochanan said: 0an X791 099y nimixa 1988 mon 127 mixa by —
Whoever says something wise, "/ even if he is from the nations of the world, is
called in Scripture “a wise man.” Therefore, since Haman’s friends replied with wisdom,

they are referred to as wise men.

The end of the previously cited verse records the wise statement:
"I 1T DI Y oR,, — If Mordechai is of Jewish descent etc. The verse continues:
you will not prevail against him, but you will undoubtedly fall before him.

This is to be expounded as follows: !
m5 K — They told [Haman]: "nxp 0102w I8wn 18 — If [Mordechai] comes from the
other tribes, Mm% n5: — perhaps, you can prevail against him. 21 773 LaWN X
My oMbX) — However, if he is from the tribes of either Judah, or Benjamin, or
Ephraim, or Menasheh, m% n%3" X% — you will not prevail against him.

Their proof:
7™M — Judah cannot be defeated, “72'Kk §Iva 9N, :2127 — for it is written: “? Your
hand will be at your enemies’ nape. X% — The others [i.e. Benjamin, Ephraim, and
Menasheh] cannot be defeated either “anma3-nx 7771y MW 121 oox WY, 413 2N
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PUNCHLINE

A main part in the story of Purim is, that in a blink of a moment it went from Haman
being on the top to Mordechai being on the top. y1 8517y doesn’'t mean that you don't
know, rather it happens so quickly that it's going to have you stunned (you will be in
denial). 11y 9705 ‘1 nyw>

159N 91NN

Question: How can the rabbis institute 771102 9971V "N H"TH 12NN PR ,INMRND DRI

drinkingon Purim. Drinkingissomething 29172 %1w5m% n1mowin N1mipn o1 07Rk22177

which is mentioned in the Torah and
Navi as a stumbling block which causes IRIW NWPIY D°DIN 5OV 190 ,M1H W7

sin? nonna o ,Anwn T HY PR WIMUnR A

191 INOR DR NNWN T Y W N3]
Answer: Since all the miracles that 313n 395 ,nnwn »* HY NN INHONI NN PV
happened on Purim was through wine.  11an 010 9571 ®KNPW ™15 TV 1ONWAY 0NN

Achashverosh gets drunk and Kills 10 nPnwa
Vashti, which allows Esther to become

Esther’s party.

In order to remember these great
miracles, the rabbis instituted to drink
wine.
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There is a mitzva to be happy on this  n nwa1nYORAI 1T D172 HNNWA MAINY MXN
very day. Your meal shall not lack nynbwnnmw xknPw.12701W 0N RHW TY

anything. The goal is to thank Hashem 5y Ax1m1 9720 Dwn NANRY NN YW
for the miracles he has done. 119 HWYW 0701

DINR N

Since the miracle happened with wine, o>5n 12°n 195 .1 1 HY DI NWYIT 17D

one should drink a little more than his iy 9191™ 1 ,19%90N0 9N NINDY NMINwY
usual norm, in order to remember the 9110

great miracle.

DO LADIES DRINK?

119N VawY
There is no question, it is obvious that 3D DA DD DN o3 buvp o) b dE 9ph L2
this mitzva does not apply to women. o ph P w7 B W o3 ez prb
Too much wine is not good for women 13 D BT V1P ob D) dEb3 Or PE b7 0L

120 67D D7D PYNDI3 YPEPD YINT (O°PRID3 AN3N3

/D 7D Db PTE3Y 3D DII3AND MYYN JEH) ¥ 139

PED oy 33100 p7p BY7 79 7 Ph o0 W3 oh o
DPIED D737 ,0phd DY P ) Ph op b
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