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TOPIC DISCUSSION

What’s the idea of having wine on Purim?

How much should one drink?

Do ladies drink?

Topic

THE MITZVA OF DRINKING WINE ON 
PURIM

Week 6
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - éá îâéìä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 14   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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The Artscroll translation  

 דף ז:

 

Just to be clear: The Maharsha explains he didn’t kill him. He just gave him too much to drink. 

A few questions we have on this Gemara: 

 
1. What is the purpose of telling me that story? The Ran suggest that it’s a 

precaution to the danger of getting too intoxicated. 
2. Why is there an idea of having any wine on Purim?  
3. What is the point of not knowing the difference between Haman downfall and 

Mordechai achievement  עד דלא ידע בין ארור המן לברוך מרדכי if you think of it, 
by the megillah we sing  ארור המן ברור מרדכי very clearly, why mess it up? 

4. How can Rava say something without sourcing it? 

 

 

The Gemara on Daf 16a: relates the episode of Haman coming to get Mordechai, upon 
the king’s order to pay him back. 

מגילה ז:

The Ran suggests that the reason the Gemarah is telling us the story of Rabbah and Rav 
Zeira, is to teach us to be cautious not to get to intoxicated, (i.e. we don’t go with Rava).

QUESTIONS ON THE GEMARAH

What’s the idea of having wine on Purim?

How can Rava say something without sourcing it?

What is the point of not knowing the difference between ארור המן and .מרדכי  If you ברוך 
think of it, by the megillah we sing ארור המן ברוך מרדכי very clearly, why mess it up?

Just to clarify: Maharsha explains; he didn’t kill him. He just gave him too much to 
drink.
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מגילה טז.

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - éá îâéìä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 31   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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PUNCHLINE

A main part in the story of Purim is, that in a blink of a moment it went from Haman 
being on the top to Mordechai being on the top. עד דלא ידע doesn’t mean that you don’t 
know, rather it happens so quickly that it’s going to have you stunned (you will be in 
denial). !ישועת ה’ כהרף עין

ביאור הלכה

ואם תאמר, איך יתחייבו חז"ל מה שנזכר בתורה 
ובנביאים בכמה מקומות השכרות למכשול גדול?

לישראל  שנעשו  הנסים  שכל  מפני  לומר,  ויש 
בתחלה  כי  משתה,  ידי  על  היו  אחשורוש  בימי 
וכן  אסתר.  ובאה  משתה  ידי  על  ושתי  נטרגה 
ענין המן ומפלתו היה על ידי משתה, לכן חייבו 
חכמים להשתכר עד כדי שיהא נזכר הנס הגדול 

בשתיית היין.

ומכל מקום כל זה למצוה ולא לעכב.

Question: How can the rabbis institute 
drinking on Purim. Drinking is something 
which is mentioned in the Torah and 
Navi as a stumbling block which causes 
sin?

Answer: Since all the miracles that 
happened on Purim was through wine. 
Achashverosh gets drunk and kills 
Vashti, which allows Esther to become 
queen. Haman’s downfall was at 
Esther’s party.

In order to remember these great 
miracles, the rabbis instituted to drink 
wine.
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מאירי

מצוה להרבות בשמחה ביום זה ובאכילה ובשתיה 
עד שלא יחסר שום דבר.. שיהא שמחה של תענוג 
והודאה על  שיגיע מתוכה לאהבת השם יתברך 

נסים שעשה לנו.

There is a mitzva to be happy on this 
very day. Your meal shall not lack 
anything. The goal is to thank Hashem 
for the miracles he has done.

חיי אדם

חכמים  חייבו  לכן  יין,  ידי  על  הנס  דנעשה  כיון 
הנס  לזכור  כדי  מהרגלו,  יותר  לפחות  לשתות 

הגדול.

Since the miracle happened with wine, 
one should drink a little more than his 
usual norm, in order to remember the 
great miracle.

DO LADIES DRINK?

שבט הלוי

There is no question, it is obvious that 
this mitzva does not apply to women. 
Too much wine is not good for women.

ùáè äìåé - é åàæðø, ùîåàì áï éåñó öáé äìåé òîåã îñ 24   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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HALACHA INSIDE

משנה ברורה

îùðä áøåøä <îäãåøú àåø äçééí> - å ëäï, éùøàì îàéø áï àøéä æàá òîåã îñ 326   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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