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Week 55

Topic

197N Nd91

TOPIC DISCUSSION

If one left their meal and forgot to recite Birkat Hamazon; do they have to
come back to the place they ate to say Birkat Hamazon?

Until when can one recite Birkat Hamazon?

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION '




:R1 NI107a

N\

T30 DU B3 ATPER S50 M M) MR M Pow DMt YoN
T2 N N 5P TN DN Y Y 5P an i orn Sy

D™IN 7172) DYOT NN PANE DTIINY DY PO DN 2D O S
AT B2 T MDD DMIN B2 DT oM 3MNY DO DN P
DN PNIT NN PTIADK DTN R Noon 9 DWW nown p
WIaC AN NN PTADD DTN OO pOm DN A oo pom
MO P DX W DTN T 7OTAM OWAra EM W DN
PRTOINT TING NTID U1 DEAN 7T N OIND NTDW DTEN 2D
ovawan Sp 89 3n Sp 89 oMop Sw ovawan Sy N5 in Sy NS ponan
B 5p poan N v Swoomawan Sp NS a8 onn S
TIPS M DN 2 T 8D Mo Sonw m 1IND e Ty
Soprmy ™M Y M3 N TP N DI T DN 7Y e
M2 DI IMN ONTN DW PN DN AT NN 1 D Na tpneaw
DN 55T Y an SY Tan 2N T 9P o DU Nmw
TN SN NN AN PN TSP Tan oy pean Sy Tan
WNE I3 9D NSN3 53 PEeAw T TSN TID TN RN Y PR

The Mishnah cites additional disputes between Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel regarding
meals:
7m2 &5 mowy Soxw ™ — One who ate a meal and then forgot and did not recite
Bircas HaMazon,"” onix xpw na — Beis Shammai say: 7721 ipnb 2irm — He
should return to his place of eating and recite Bircas HaMazon. omnix 5%1 nay —
But Beis Hillel say: nanw nipn2 773' — He may recite Bircas HaMazon in the place
where he remembered. ¥ 7721 N1 71 — And until when may one recite Bircas
HaMazon? vwynaw yiman Saymy »13 7y — Until the food in his stomach becomes
digested.

19. Although Beis Hillel agree with Beis Shammai that ideally, one is required to recite Bircas HaMazon in
the place where he ate (see below, 53b and note 23 there), they maintain that in the event that he

inadvertently left his place without reciting Bircas HaMazon, he does not have to return.

The Rishonim dispute whether this requirement of reciting the blessing after eating in the place where
one ate is unique to Bircas HaMazon or not. Rashba (below, 53b npi>rn 1) and Hagahos Maimoniyos
(Hil. Berachos 4:1) maintain that it is unique to Bircas HaMazon. Tosafos (to Pesachim 101b X5 1#7) and
Rosh (Pesachim 10:6), however, maintain that it applies to any dish made from any of the five grain

species, which require an al hamichyah. Rashbam (to Pesachim 101b) and Rambam, Hil. Berachos 4:1, go

even further and state that it applies whenever the one-blessing abridgment of the Three Blessings is

recited. Thus, one who drank wine or ate any one of the seven species with which the Land of Eretz Yisrael

is praised, which require the recital of a one-blessing abridgment of the Three Blessings (as stated above,

44a), must recite the blessing in the place where he ate. See Mishnah Berurah 178:45, who cites the
opinion of the Gra that the halachah accords with Tosafos and the Rosh that only Bircas HaMazon and al
hamichyah must be recited in the place where one ate. All agree, however, that one is not required to recite

a borei nefashos in the place where he ate.
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The Gemara cites the next clause of the Mishnah:
721 DKWY M — ONE WHO ATE ete. [and forgot and did not recite Bircas HaMazon, Beis
Shammai say: He should return to his place of eating and recite Bircas HaMazon. But Beis
Hillel say: He may recite Bircas HaMazon in the place where he remembered.]

The Gemara explains:
NIAK N3 M7 27 KRR 131 21 K — Rav Zevid — and some say Rav Dimi bar Abba —
said: mowa npibnn — The dispute between Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel as to whether one
must return to the place where he ate to recite Bircas HaMazon, pertains to a case where
one forgot to recite Bircas HaMazon before leaving. 7721 inipn% nirm San ™27 1ma 5ax
— But when one intentionally left the place where he ate without reciting Bircas
HaMazon,”™ all agree that he must return to his place of eating and recite Bircas
HaMazon.

The Gemara asks:
R — This is obvious! Why did Rav Zevid have to teach this? 1an naw) — The Mishnah
, in relating the dispute, states specifically AND HE FORGOT, which implies that had he left
intentionally, all would agree that he must return to the place where he ate to recite Bircas
HaMazon. — ? —
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The Gemara answers:
T™ma a‘-:"m;; T RIT XN WM — Were it not for Rav Zevid’s teaching, you might have
said that the law would be the same (i.e. the same dispute would apply) even when he
intentionally left his place without reciting Bircas HaMazon;* 105 qy1in% novn unp1 'Rm
RRY N7 — And as for that which [the Mishnah] in relating the dispute states
specifically AND HE FORGOT — this is to inform you of the extent of Beis Shammai’s
ruling — that even when he forgot, he must return to the place where he ate to recite Bircas
HaMazon. 17 ynwnp — To preclude this understanding of the Mishnah, [Rav Zevid]
informs us that the Mishnah’s mention of “and he forgot” is specific, as it is only then that
Beis Hillel hold that he does not have to return to his place. If he left intentionally, however,

The Gemara cites a Baraisa which elaborates on the dispute between Beis Shammai and
Beis Hillel:
xun — It was taught in a Baraisa: *Xnw n12% 55i n1a on% 1K — BEIS HILLEL SAID TO BEIS
SHAMMAL: 02™279 — ACCORDING TO YOUR OPINION, 177271 WX32 938w ™ — do you hold that
SOMEONE WHO ATE ON THE TOP OF A MANSION 712 K9] 1" N2¢/1 — AND FORGOT AND WENT
DOWN AND DID NOT RECITE BIRCAS HAMAZON, 772" 121 WXA% 11 — MUST RETURN TO THE
TOP OF THE MANSION AND RECITE BIRCAS HAMAZON, even though this entails great difficulty?
5%71 nm% xnw na 1% 1M — BEIS SHAMMAI RESPONDED TO BEIS HILLEL: DI™M219 —
ACCORDING TO YOUR OPINION, 17127 WRA2 PR NIWY ") — ONE WHO FORGOT A PURSE ON THE
TOP OF A MANSION, m%um 1%y X5 — WOULD HE NOT GO UP AND RETRIEVE IT? K31 inyy 7135
191y — IF FOR HIS OWN HONOR HE GOES UP, 12¥ 53 X% omw T1133% — HOW MUCH MORE SO
should he be required to do so FOR THE HONOR OF HEAVEN! %

The Gemara cites two related incidents:
™50 "0 111 — There were these two students. "NpY N3 w3 12y 1 — One,
when he inadvertently left his place without reciting Bircas HaMazon, acted in
accordance with Beis Shammai and returned to recite Bircas HaMazon, RpIIX MawX)
X27717 — and found a purse of gold coins.” 551 N3 732 Ty 1M — And one, when
he intentionally left his place without reciting Bircas HaMazon,”" acted in accordance
with Beis Hillel and did not return to his place to recite Bircas HaMazon,” Rmx m5ax) —
and a lion devoured him.

The Gemara relates:
Rpmwa S1kp M7 M 72 72 727 — Rabbah bar bar Chanah was traveling in a
caravan. 7"M32 KX9115nwK) Y28 — When the caravan came to a halt, he ate, and forgot and
did not recite Bircas HaMazon. After the caravan resumed travel, he realized that he had
not recited Bircas HaMazon. "% — He said to himself: T2yx 1271 — What shall I do? 1
7125 RN 115 Ry — If I say to them that I forgot to recite Bircas HaMazon, 1R
n372n KmMY n372nT X 53 M2 % — they will say to me, “Recite Bircas HaMazon

here, for wherever you recite Bircas HaMazon, you are blessing the Merciful One.”
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R2TTT 1IN INWAN 15 KMKT 2vm — Therefore, it is better that I say to them, “I forgot a
golden dove,” for then they will stop and allow me to return and retrieve it.”” 315 "px —
He said to them, X27777 M 1RWANT 9 1MVIN — “Wait for me, for I forgot a golden dove.’
R2TTT M NOWKI 21 918 — He went back and recited Bircas HaMazon, and found
a golden dove in that place.

T XWX — And what is unique about a dove? # m5 b npan "o T — For the
Congregation of Israel is compared to a dove, 23n37 — as it is written: @ 7 13
YR PR TINAK 022 19m — [You will be like] the wings of a dove, coated with
silver, and her pinions with brilliant gold. 79132 XPX NP1y ANK 1117 M — And just as
a dove is not saved except through her wings, *’ nivna xXox 1oivn 1K 5811 gx — so
too, Israel is not saved except through the commandments that it performs.”"

The Gemara cites the next clause of the Mishnah:
A31 NIT MR Y — UNTIL WHEN MAY HE etc. [recite Bircas HaMazon? Until the food in his
stomach becomes digested.]

The Gemara explains:
Sy MW 3 — How long is the period of digestion? 1anmi* 271 "y — R’ Yochanan
said: 2y 1KY 121 53 — As long as he is not hungry for more food. Mmx wp% w1 — But
Reish Lakish said: in%ax nann Xy mt 53 — As long as he is thirsty because of
what he ate.

The Gemara asks:
K707 M5 XMW 72 T 371 Mm% R — Rav Yeimar bar Shelamya said to Mar Zutra,
R0 1% 1@PY 12 11 27 A MK — and some say that it was Rav Yeimar bar Shizvi
who said to Mar Zutra: 1371 v'p% w11 "% m — Did Reish Lakish really say so? 27 "xm
R WM K mx — But did not Rav Ami say in the name of Reish Lakish: 13w mma
519y — How long is the period of digestion? 1> ya X 7905 ™13 — It is equal to the
time it takes to walk four mil."” — ? —

The Gemara answers:
xwp K9 — There is no difficulty. 1211 1%K2 180 — Here he ruled in reference to a
large meal, NLYM 191K32 X3 — while here he ruled in reference to a small meal.

32. A mil is the equivalent of 2,000 amos. Based on the various opinions as to the length of an amah, this
equals a distance of between three and four thousand feet.

There are different opinions as to the length of time it takes to walk a mil: eighteen minutes, twenty-two
and a half minutes, or twenty-four minutes (see Beur Halachah to 459:2 »i1 i177). Accordingly, the time it

takes to walk four mil is either seventy-two minutes, ninety minutes, or ninety-six minutes.

33. For a large meal, the period of digestion is four mil, whereas for a small meal, the period of digestion is
as long as he is thirsty as a result of the food that he ate (Rashi). Tosafos, however, explain the Gemara’s
answer conversely. For a small meal the period of digestion is four mil, whereas for a large meal the period

of digestion is as long as he is thirsty because of what he ate.

N\
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RECITING B/IRKAT HAMAZON IN THE PLACE ONE HAS EATEN

Question: Is one obligated to recite Birkat
Hamazon specifically in the place they ate,
or may they recite the blessing elsewhere?

Answer: One who eats a bread meal must
recite Birkat Hamazon in the place they
have eaten; they may not go to a different
place and recite the blessing there. One
should not leave the place (even if they
are planning to come back) until they recite
Birkat Hamazon.

If One did go to Another Place
Wewillnowdiscuss, thelawofanindividual
who leaves the original place where he
has eaten and goes to another place; are
they required to return to their original
place, or do we allow them to recite Birkat
Hamazon in the new place they have gone
to?

This actually depends, if one leaves their
original place intentionally, then they must
return to that place in order to recite Birkat
Hamazon.

However, if this was done unintentionally,
i.e. if one had forgotten to recite Birkat
Hamazon, goes to another place, and only
later remembers they must recite Birkat
Hamazon, In such a case there is an dispute
between the Rishonim whether or not they
must return to the original place in order to

recite Birkat Hamazon. Maran Ha’Shulchan
Aruch (Chapter 184) writes: ”If one
unintentionally leaves their original place,
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according to the Rambam, they may recite
Birkat Haomazon in the new place. Rabbeinu
Yonah and Rosh disagree, and require one
to return to their original place in order to
bless.,

The Poskim are unsure whether Maran
intends to rule in accordance with the view
of the Rambam, and so, one who moves
unintentionally need not return to their
original location in order to recite Birkat
Hamazon, or if Maran indeed intends to rule
in accordance with the opinion of Rabbeinu
Yonah and the Rosh that even if this was
unintentional, they must nevertheless
return to their previous place.

Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt"l writes,
that Maran intended to rule in accordance
with the view of the as opposed to the
opinion of Rabbeinu Yonah and the Rosh
who are a lone opinion on this matter.
Thus, halachically speaking, one need not
return to one’s original place in order to
recite Birkat Hamazon. Besides for the fact
that the opinion of the Rambam is agreed
upon by a majority of the Poskim, we must
add the fact that Maran Ha'Shulchan Aruch
based his halachic work for the most part
on the rulings of the Rambam, as Maran
himself states in his Responsa Avkat Rochel
that the Rambam was the greatest of Poskim
whom all communities in Israel, the Middle
East, and North Africa accepted as their
Rabbi and followed his every word.

Thus, according to the letter of the law
one who unintentionally leaves the place
where they have eaten without reciting
Birkat Haomazon, may recite Birkat Hamazon
wherever they are when they remember.
However, if one acts stringently and returns
to their original place in order to recite Birkat
Hamazon in accordance with the opinion of
the Rosh, it is certainly praiseworthy.
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SUMMARY

One must recite Birkat Hamazon in the place
where they have eaten their meal. If one
intentionally leaves the place where they
have eaten without reciting Birkat Hamazon;
they must return to their original place in
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DRW ,RIN 77T0 TR DR 01PN 7H 1YV DRI
NVURIN MIPNH NTNH 2N ,NIND01 D NWY
VR PID IPVYN AW D DWWV DRI L7029
TTNY NN L PVURIN MIPNH MTH 17N

order to bless. However, if one leaves their
original place unintentionally, according to
the letter of the law, they need not return
to their original place; however, if one does
so, they shall surely be blessed from Above.
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Shulchan Aruch (OC 184:5) writes, that one may recite Birkat Homazon, as long, as they are
full from the meal. Vezot Ha'Bracha (chapter 5) and Yalkut Yosef (Berachot pg 300) rule, that
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if one didn't make Birkat Hamazon, until 72 minutes from the meal, they may surely recite
Birkat Homazon as long as they are not hungry. Vezot Ha'Bracha quotes Rav Elyashiv who
says, that it's preferable to eat a little more before making Birkat Hamazon.

However, if one just had a Kezayit and was not full, then they should try to make the Birkat
Hamazon right away. If they didn't, they may only make Birkat Homazon up to 72 minutes
after the meal.

If one partakes in a very long meal, as long as they continue to have appetizers or drinks,
they may recite Birkat Hamazon even if the meal streches many hours.

If a person ate a quantity of bread requiring Birkat Hamazon, but forgot to recite Birkat
Hamazon immediately after eating, within how much time after eating may he still recite
it? This question also arises in a situation of one who ate a food requiring the Beracha of
Me'en Shalosh, such as if he ate a Kezayit of cake, and forgot to recite the Beracha. If he
remembers later, may he still recite the Beracha Aharona?

A personin such a case may recite Birkat Hamazon or Me’en Shalosh when he remembers,
provided that six hours have not passed since he finished eating, and that he still fills
satiated as a result of the food which he ate. Both conditions must be met for him to recite
Birkat Hamazon or the Me'en Shalosh. If six hours have passed since the time when he
finished eating, or if he no longer feels satiated from the food, then he may no longer recite
Birkat Hamazon or Me’en Shalosh. This Halacha emerges from the Mishna in Masechet
Berachot (51) and the Gemara’s discussion of that Mishna (Daf 53).

In some situations, a person will not be able to determine whether he still feels satiated
from the food. For example, if the person had eaten some other food in the interim, he has
no way of knowing whether he feels satiated as a result of the original meal, or as a result
of the food he ate afterward. In such a situation, one may recite Birkat Hamazon or the
Beracha Aharona only if 72 minutes have not yet passed since the time he finished eating.
After 72 minutes have passed, one may not recite Birkat Hamazon unless he is certain that
he still feels satiated from the meal, and he is still within six hours of eating.

Summary: If a person forgot to recite Birkat Hamazon or Me’en Shalosh after eating, he
may recite it when he remembers later, provided that he is still within six hours of eating,
and he still feels satiated from the food. If he cannot determine whether he is still satiated
from the food, such as if he ate some other food in the interim, then he may recite Birkat
Hamazon or Me'en Shalosh only if he is within 72 minutes of eating.
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