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Week 5

Topic:

THE LAWS OF MISHLOACH MANOT:
HOW DO | GIVE IT THE RIGHT WAY?

TOPIC DISCUSSION

Can | give money or clothing for my Mishloach Manot?
Can one use raw food that needs to be cooked?
Must | make sure that the two items are from two different berachot?

Must the giver give something based on his own standards? Or does he have
to give based on the recipient’s standards?

Is there anywhere that it says you must use a messenger since it’s called
"mbwn” sending?
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HALACHOT

One is only obligated to give one Mishloach Manot per person. The Mishloach Manot must
consist of two items.

A man, his wife and his children above bar mitzvah are individually obligated.
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The Gemara introduces the next discussion with a quote from our Mishnah:
o1aNY NiaNMI — AND GIFTS TO THE POOR.

The Gemara cites a Baraisa which defines the mitzvos, obligatory on Purim, of sending
portions to one’s friends and of donating gifts to the poor:
noi 21 N — Rav Yosef taught in a Baraisa: "1.'1:]1‘; YN nin U"?‘p’m” — The Megillah
states, AND SENDING PORTIONS TO ONE ANOTHER;"! this entails, X wX5 nim 'nw — two
PORTIONS” TO ONE MAN.*’ »oninax% nianmy, — The Megillah continues, AND GIFTS TO POOR
PEOPLE; this entails, DX 22 mW5 niann MY — TWO GIFTS TO TWO PEOPLE;* i.e. one gift to
each of two people.

The Gemara relates an incident:
RWWIN 1215 Mm% 7w X 1 131 — On Purim R’ Yehudah Nesiah sent to R’ Oshaya
xn5n Xony7 Xpux — the thigh of a calf born third to its mother X1M7 X371 — and a
bottle of wine. m% n5w — [R’ Oshaya] sent back to him the following message:
127 12 NP — Our teacher, by giving us these gifts you have fulfilled the mitzvah of
"I:I’;";r_s'? ninm anyjb WIN nin n“np‘m,, — sending portions to one another" and gifts to
the poor.”

Another incident involving the mitzvah of sending portions:
»ax T2 M 12 1% mH 7Y 127 — Rabbah sent with Abaye to Mari bar Mar Xpov Xon
X2Wp1 — a basket filled with dates XIWaxT Xnp X032 oM — and a cup filled with the
flour of roasted wheat. ' max m% 1nx — Abaye said to [Rabbah]: ™n "nx Xnwa —
Mari will now say about you: mim% NXa3%n nxbpn '»x — If a peasant becomes a king,
mm XY mIKIYn X91pr1 — does he not take the basket, which he used to feed his animals,
down off his neck! ¥ ymx m% 77w 111 — [Mari bar Mar] sent back to [Rabbah] xX5n
X912217 Xpov — a basket filled with ginger X3™X Xn5n5057 Xp3 Xbm1 — and a cup
filled with long peppers. max "X — Abaye said: 1n "X Xnwin — Master [Rabbah] will
now say: X911 mH MW KIX — I sent him sweet foods Xp711 5 77w ¥1X1 — and he
sends me back bitter ones!

More about the same incident:
MR MR — Abaye said: Xiyaw 1 0 20 PRl D — When I left master’s [Rabbah’s]
house to go to Mari, I was full. m;:rb IXVR 13 — Yet when I arrived there, 1w L) 132mp
TR W T Y — they brought me sixty plates with sixty types of cooked food,
The last dish they gave me 71p *9¥ m% 1p 117 — they called pot roast, ' Xyy 03mb5 wym
mINax — and after eating it I wanted to eat the plate. © max "X — Abaye commented
on this incident: "W ™MnNT 11 — This is illustrative of what people say: X1 xuy 103
v — A poor person does not know when he is hungry. m1 X — Alternatively, it bears
out this popular saying: mmw NL:’D;‘? X1 — Room can always be found in one’s stomach

for sweet things. [/

The Gemara relates:
AN N2 Nn M) Pax N2 Mmax — Abaye bar Avin and R’ Chanina bar Avin vs;bm;
*117% MMNTIYY — exchanged their Purim feasts with one another.

According to Rashi, they alternated years. To which opens a discussion as to how they both
fulfilled the mitzvah of Mishloach Manot or how they fulfilled it at all, since one guy was the
host. Who said hosting fulfills the mitzvah?

N\
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GEMARAH SUMMARY

The Gemara has two stories. The stories are there for lessons and Halachot:

Are beverages allowed to be considered one of the items? Yes.

Can | give money or clothing for my Mishloach Manot? No. Rashi clearly says
delicacies.

Can one use raw food that needs to be cooked? See Mishna Berura.
Must | make sure that the two items are from two different berachot? No.

Must the giver give something based on his own standards? Or does he have to give based
on the recipient’'s standards?
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The main Mitzva is it should be
acceptable and enjoyable items.

If you send to a rich person something
that is not worthy for him. According to
some Poskim you are not .xx»

You are not obligated to do through a
messenger, although it is recomended.

Someone who wants to be xx1 through
inviting his friend; should pick up the
2 items and say these are for your
Mishloach Manot.

If one sends Mishloach Manot and it got
lost on the way; he is not x¥rbecause it
all depends if the recipient got it.
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One should put the 2 items in separate packaging.
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