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Week 49

Topic
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TOPIC DISCUSSION

What is the special significance of Tu Beshvat?

Why do we eat fruits on Tu Beshvat?

When one has various fruits in front of him, all from the o’1nn nyaw, on which
one should he say the blessing?
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Mishnah In many areas of halachah it is necessary to distinguish between one year and
the next. However, the date that determines when one year ends and the next

begins is not the same in every context. This Mishnah lists various dates that mark the

beginning of a year and the halachic purposes that each one serves:

071 onY Wik nyaX — There are four New Years: 0a%n% mwin wx 1972 1182 — On the

first of Nissan is the New Year for the kings ' @%31%) — and for the festivals. “

a2 wynb mwn w5553 K2 — On the first of Elul is the New Year for the

maaser of animals. "’ oniIX iy 127 7MySK 137 — However, R’ Elazar and R’ Shimon

say: ™Wn32 K2 — It is on the first of Tishrei. ¥

onYh mwsT WK Mwna X3 — On the first of Tishrei is the New Year for reckoning the

years, ” niban% pomw5 — for the shemittah and Yovel years, ' nipm5) nywi> — for

the sapling ” and for the vegetables.

12'%% mwa wx3 vawa 3 — On the first of Shevat is the New Year for the tree °

INRY N1 1213 — according to the opinion of Beis Shammai. omnix 5%1 na —

However, Beis Hillel say: 12 7wy menna — It is on the fifteenth of [Shevat].

9. [Le. a tree at least three years old.] The produce of each year must be treated separately with respect to
terumah and maaser;, as explained in the previous note. The new year for a tree and its fruit begins on the
first of Shevat (see below, 14a, for the reason). Hence, one may not designate fruit that emerged on the tree
before the first of Shevat as the terumah or maaser of fruit that emerged afterwards [or vice versa] (Rashi).
Unlike vegetables [and grain], fruit is classified by the year in which it begins to emerge (Rashi), i.e. the
point where the flower falls off and the fruit begins to emerge in its place (Rashi to Numbers 17:23; Meiri,
who also cites another view; cf. Rambam, Hil. Shemittah VeYovel 4:9).

The first of Shevat also determines whether maaser sheni or maaser ani must be separated from fruit [as
explained in the previous note with respect to vegetables] (Rambam, Commentary to the Mishnah; Ran
folio 1b "nn i17).

Another legal consequence relates to fruit that grows on a tree during its fourth year, which must be
taken to Jerusalem and eaten there (w21 wuv), nete reva’). This fourth year begins [in certain
circumstances] on the first of Shevat (Tos. Yom Tov, from Gemara below, 10a). Thus, in contrast to a newly
planted tree, which begins its second and third years in Tishrei (see note 7), an older tree does not
necessarily begin its fourth year until Shevat. See 10a note 3 for further explanation.

Although the Mishnah states that the new year for trees begins in Shevat, most commentators agree that
with respect to the laws of shemittah, the year begins in Tishrei even with respect to trees (see Tos. R’
Akiva Eiger, Turei Even, Sfas Emes and Rashash; see Rashi, Succah 39b n'ww 12 2919 11 and note 14 of
Schottenstein ed. there).
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QUESTION

Does 19°8H mwn wry mean that trees get judged on Tu Beshvat?
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Mishnah 1 o%iva opan nyaxa — At four junctures during the year the world is

judged: nx1an Sy nopa — on Pesach for the grain, 177x1 nine by nyya
— on Shavuos for the fruit of the tree, 1171 123 M55 P21y 071y 1823 53 Mwa wxI2 — on
Rosh Hashanah all who come to the world [i.e. all men] pass before Him like bnei
maron,” "Omwyn-53-5x Pana 025 M Y, MKW — as it is stated: Who fashions their
hearts together, Who understands all their deeds,” o 5y 11 an21 — and on the

Festival [of Succos] they are judged for the water.

1. The Gemara (18a) will explain this term (Rashi).

2. Psalms 33:15. This is understood to mean: On the day on which He fashioned their hearts, i.e. created
them, which is the first of Tishrei, He understands, i.e. analyzes and judges, all their deeds (see Ritva).

[This interpretation of the verse follows the view of R’ Eliezer above (10b) that Adam was created in
Tishrei. According to this view, since Adam was judged for partaking of the Tree of Knowledge on that day,
Adam’s descendants are also judged that day every year. See Ran (cited above, 11a note 3), however, for
why even according to R’ Yehoshua, who holds that Adam was created in Nissan, the first of Tishrei is a
fitting day for judgment.]

3. [The source for the fact that Pesach, Shavuos and Succos are days of judgment for the items mentioned
in the Mishnah is explained in note 24.]

The question arises: If man is judged on Rosh Hashanah, presumably his judgment encompasses all
matters relating to him, including the amount of rain that will fall on his field and the size of the grain and
fruit crop that his land will yield. What, then, is the purpose of the judgments of the other three festivals?
Ran answers that on the three festivals the world as @ whole is judged as to how much rain will fall or
produce will grow. On Rosh Hashanah, however, God decides what share of these gifts each individual will
receive (cf. Turei Even below qmx "0 "1 1171 D).
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TU BESHVAT

the coming year is decided.

Nevertheless, Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia
for on this day, the trees are not judged
at all. Similarly, Hagaon Harav Avraham

years ago) writes, that many have a

is not the case, for the Mishnah in Rosh

are judged on the holiday of Shavuot,

called the "Rosh Hashanah for Trees,?

treesis because at this point, most of the
rainfall of the year has already fallen, as
the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah (12a) (see

passed, the sap rises through the tree,
and the fruits have reached a noticeable
stage of development by this day

The Fifteenth of Shevat is the Rosh
Hashanah for trees (Rosh Hashanah 2a).
People commonly think that just as on
the First of Tishrei, which is the day of
Rosh Hashanah, all creations are judged
for life or death, for wealth or poverty,
and the like, so too, on Tu Beshvat, trees
are judged in Heaven and their fate for

Yosef zt,/ writes, that this is not the case,
Chaim Na'eh zt,/ (Rabbi of Jerusalem'’s
Bukharian Quarter approximately fifty

misconception that Tu Beshvat is the
Judgment Day for trees when in fact this

Hashanah (16a) writes that fruit trees

not on Tu Beshvat. If so, what is the
significance of Tu Beshvat and why is it

It seems that the reason why Tu Beshvat
was established as the New Year for

Rashi there) state, that by the day of Tu
Beshvat, most of the rainfall has already
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Nevertheless, the day of Tu Beshvat
poses certain halachic implications
regarding the laws of Terumot and
Ma’asrot (tithing of produce) and Orla
(fruits grown within three years of the
tree being planted, which are forbidden
to benefit from).

Although the actual fate of the trees for
that year is not decided on Tu Beshvat,
nevertheless, Hagaon Rabbeinu Yosef
Haim of Baghdad writes that there is an
accepted tradition from Ashkenazi sages
that one should recite a special prayer
regarding the Etrog (citron) fruit so that
the Jewish people will merit obtaining
beautiful Etrogim for the Sukkot holiday.

PRAYING FOR A BEAUTIFUL ETROG

Some have the custom to pray for a
beautiful Etrog on Tu Beshvat. Although
some oppose this custom since the
judgment oftreesis notactually decreed
on this day, nevertheless, there is some
basis for this custom and many great
individuals have followed suit.
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THE CUSTOMARY EATING OF FRUITS

It is customary to eat a large variety
of fruits and recite the appropriate
blessings on them on the eve of Tu
Beshvat, in order to show that this
day is the New Year for trees. This
custom is mentioned in the works of
the Mekubalim as well, and it is a fine
custom.

2752 M11YR HW N1YD NH ORI N11INY DN
MWN WRY XINW D1 NIk ,0awa 1,0
,0NY MMRIN D152 DPHY 1AM R
ANIN71 ,0°921PN NN 22T 03 DT NT AN
AN 170 ,9,¥T WITPN 11°20 1M DA .RID ND?
0°HYoRN 1N MO HY AN P LNT ANMma
.11 21021 NNNWA 17195 D'RAN NPT NI

m>922 M 1T

Since Tu Beshvat is a day we eat fruits of the ,0'1min nyaw we will discuss the laws of berachot.

On the night of Tu Beshvat, which will
fall out next week, it is customary
to eat a variety of fruits. We shall
therefore learn the proper order of
the Blessings.

It is interesting to note, that these
laws are fairly simple; we shall explain
themin ashorttime. Itis such a shame
that so many people are not fluent in
the laws of priority by blessings and
transgress these laws daily.

Hagaon Harav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
zt,/ once participated in a wedding of
a student. When he entered the hall,
he saw yeshiva boys standing at the
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smorgasbord eating and drinking their
fill. Harav Auerbach wished to rebuke
them, in his great wisdom he told them;
7l am so happy to see such great Torah
scholars like you! Every time | am served
food, | pause and think to myself which
blessing | should recite first. However,
you boys immediately recite a blessing
on whatever you wish. It seems that you
are truly fluent in these laws!”

The Reason for the Specific Order
of Blessings

When one wishes to recite blessings on
various foods in front of him, one may
not just recite any blessing based on
the order they decide; rather, there is
a specific order of blessings. There can
be two reasons as to why one blessing
must be recited before another:

One reason is because of the innate
importance of the given blessing. This
will be explained further in the next
Halacha. The other reason is because
of the innate significance of the fruit or
food one is about to recite a blessing
on. The following is an explanation of
this possibility.
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Seven Species of Fruits the Land of
Israel Was Praised With

We must first discuss the law, in a
situation where one is served a variety
of fruits that all deserve an Ha'etz,
which one should they recite the
blessing on?

The Land of Israel was praised with
seven species of fruits as the verse
(Devarim 8, 8) states, ”"A land of
wheat and barley, grapevines, figs,
and pomegranates; a land of olive oil
and honey., ("Honey, here refers to
dates as is explained in the Yerushalmi
Bikurim, (1- 3). The blessing on one of
the Seven Species precedes any other
fruits.

For instance, if one has apples and
dates in front of him, one must first
recite a blessing on the dates (which
are one of the Seven Species), eat a
piece, and only then proceed to eat
the apple.

Maran Rabbenu Ovadia Yosef zt"| writes
that even if one enjoys apples more
than dates, nevertheless, the blessing
must first be recited on the fruit of the
Seven Species.

Priority of a Blessing among the
Seven Species Themselves

As we have explained, the fruits of the
Seven Species are those mentioned in
the verse. Any fruit mentioned earlier
in the verse has priority, for it is more
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important. Thus, if one has figs and
grapes in front of him, one should recite
a blessing on the grapes first, for they
are mentioned in the verse before figs.

Besides for this, there is another kind
of priority given to any fruit closer
to the word ”land” in the verse. This
means, the Torah states: ”A land of
wheat and barley, grapevines, figs, and
pomegranates; a land of olive oil and
honey”. The word ”land” is mentioned
twice in this verse. If so, the fruit of
the ”olive” is mentioned first after the
word ”land” (”a land of olive oil”) while
the fruit of the ”grapevine” is mention
third after the word ”land” (”A land of
wheat and barley, grapevines”). Thus,
if one has olives and grapes in front
of him, one must recite the blessing
on the olives first, for they are closer
to the word ”land” in the verse, as
opposed to grapes which are further
away from the word ”land” and so,
they are of lesser importance.

Just as olives precede grapes, similarly
dates precede grapes as well, for dates
are written second after the word
”land” (”a land of olive oil and dates,)
while grapes are only mentioned
third after the first ”land” in the
verse ("A land of wheat and barley,
grapevines”). For the same reason,
dates take precedence over figs and
pomegranates for the importance of
a fruit is measured by its proximity to
the word ”land” in the verse.
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Summary

Based on the above, the correct order
for blessings over the Seven Species
is as follows: The blessing of "Hamotzi
Lechem Min Ha'aretz, comes before
any other blessing (it is for this reason
that we cover the bread on Shabbat
and Yom Tov while making Kiddush on
wine, in order to make it as if there
were no bread here, so as not to
have to recite its blessing first before
the blessing on the wine as we have
explainedinthelaws of Kiddush. (Allthe
laws of priority of blessings only apply
when both foods are in front of the
person and one wishes to partake in
both; however, there is no obligation,
to wait until the prioritized food is
brought out in front of him). After that
comes the blessing of ”"Boreh Minei
Mezonot., Bread or cakes made out of
wheat flour precede bread or cakes
made out of barley flour, for wheat
precedes barley in the verse. Next in
line are olives, then dates, grapes, figs,
pomegranates, and finally any other
type of fruit. One blessing of ”Boreh
Peri Ha'etz, is sufficient to exempt all
fruitone hasin mind to eat at this time.

If one mistakenly recited the Boreh
Peri Ha'etz on a fruit that is mentioned
later in the verse than another, for
instance, they recited the blessing on
a pomegranate while there were figs in
front of them, or even if one recited a
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blessing on a fruit that is not one of the
Seven Species at all, for instance, they
blessed on an apple while there were
fruits of the Seven Species in front of
them. Nevertheless, they have fulfilled
their obligation and need not recite the
blessing again.

[The Rashba says, if you made a beracha
in the wrong order and you didn’t have
explicit thought to cover the other fruit,
even if they are both yyn you would
have to say another pvn, due to the fact
that you didn't say the beracha on the
correct fruit].
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Till now we discussed the order based on the specific item, we will now discuss the order

based on the Beracha.

In the previous Halacha we have
explained, that there are instances that
we give priority to recite a blessing on
a certain food over another because
of the innate significance of the given
food. For instance, a fruit of the Seven
Species that the Land of Israel has been
praised with, as we have explained. Now
we shall deal with a scenario, where
priority is given to a certain blessing
over another not because of the innate
importance of the food, rather, because
of the importance of the blessing itself.

The rule is, that the more specific a
blessing is, the more significant it is.
For instance, the blessing of ”Shehakol
Nihya Bidvaro, ("That everything was
created through His word,) is not such
a specific blessing, being that it includes
the entire creation within it. Thus, this
blessing is not as important as the rest
of the blessings where the praise of
Hashem is more explicit within them.

For instance, the blessings of ”Boreh
Peri Ha'etz, or "Boreh Peri Ha'adama, are
more specific, for they apply exclusively
to fruits of the tree or the ground. It is
for this reason, that one who recites
the ”Boreh Peri Ha'etz, or ”"Boreh Peri
Ha'adama, blessings on water or
cheese and the like does not fulfill
his obligation, for these blessings do
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not include the idea of the creation of
water and cheese at all. However, if the
opposite happens, meaning that one
recites the ”Shehakol, blessing on fruits
or vegetables, they do in fact, fulfill their
obligation, for the ”Shehakol, blessing
includes all creations, including fruits
and vegetables.

Based on this, if fruits and other foods
which require a ”Shehakol, are placed
in front of an individual, they must first
recite the ”"Boreh Peri Ha'etz, blessing
on the fruits, for this blessing is more
important. Similarly, vegetables and
other foods that require the "Shehakol,
are in front of a person, they must first
recite the blessing on the vegetable, for
this blessing is more important, for it
exempts only produce of the ground.

This is only, if they are both in front of
the person. One does not have to hold
out from eating till the Ha’adama item
arrives; they can make Shehakol first.

Summary: The blessings of ”Boreh
Peri Ha’etz- and "Boreh Peri Ha’'adama,
should be recited before the blessing
of ”Shehakol Nihya Bidvaro.m Thus, if
fruits and other foods which require
the ”Shehakol, are placed in front of
an individual, they should first recite a
blessing on the fruits, taste a piece, and
only then recite the ”"Shehakol, blessing
and partake in the other foods.
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Every individual, especially someone
with young children, should pay
attention to this, for anyone who studies
the laws of blessings and makes sure
that everyone in their household recites
blessings correctly and slowly, will merit
Hashem’s presence dwelling in their
home; that everyone will be able to tell
that their children grow up in a home
of Torah and fear of Heaven. However,
those who always recite blessings in
an undertone and hastily in a way that
the words barely emerge their mouth,
cause immeasurable damage, for their
children follow in their footsteps; it is
much more difficult to change this bad
habit when they get older. It is therefore
a great Mitzvah for both men and
women to recite blessings slowly, aloud,
with great concentration. By doing so,
one shall merit all of the blessings of the
Torah.

Indeed, it is said in the name of Hagaon
Rabbeinu Yisrael Abuchatzera zt,l (the
saintly Baba Sali) that one who recites
Birkat Hamazon slowly from a Siddur
or Bencher will never lack a source of
livelihood.

When Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef
zt’l would sit around the table with his
grandchildren, he would cut up a fruit
and give each child a piece and tell him,
"Recite a blessing!, and when the child
would do so, he would give him more
of the same fruit and other fruits; he
would then bless each child warmly.
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THE ORDER OF THE BERACHOT

PN PIX 70 NYPII DRY? MDD N7Y--D7 N1 P ;N0 PIN-H8 030 709 N "
7B IR DAY I NI 193 .1V

If a person eats both a fruit which requires the beracha of yyn and a food that requires the
beracha of Shehakol. He must first recite pyn as it is more specific. Since it refers only to
fruits, it is more prominent and takes precedence.

Same rule /M xn and 0w you make nnrn first, since it is more specific.

PYN vs MMIRN i.e. grapes and melons/cucumbers, since both berachot are specific, you
take which ever you want to eat first. Since both are specific, there no halacha precedence
rather it is based on what you desire (17). This applies even if the fruit is from the nyaw
021mn.

The "n w R 12 says, you make pyn first, unless you like the nnIRn item.

When they are both ,pvn we give precedence to nyaw o'rmp, i.e. grapes vs apples, make
beracha on the grape.

How do we determine precedence in a case where a person eats two fruits from the ,nyaw
o0 is there an order?

We give precedence to the fruit found closer to the word yax in the pasuk. Note, that the
word pr is found twice in the pasuk. For example, grapes is third from the word ,px
whereas dates is second from the word p& (the second time). one should therefore make
the beracha on the dates not the grapes.

The question that is asked is, what about when one has wine and dates. One might argue
that wine is from grapes, and therefore dates should take precedence.

The Tur writes in the name of Rabenu Peretz, that one should say the beracha on wine first,
since it is a more specific beracha. This is as well the opinion of Rabbi Moshe Levy in .(n>72
1 (PHN 2 Tmy v

Hacham ovadia rules, make a beracha on whichever you prefer, since we are dealing with
two specific berachot.
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