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Week 40

Topic

SHABBAT CANDLES

TOPIC DISCUSSION

Is one allowed to move Shabbat candles while they are lit?

There is a rule during Hanukkahmxn nwy NP0 (the mitzvah is the lighting); does
that apply to Shabbat candles as well?

If one lit Shabbat candles and it went out before sunset, must one relight?
If one is traveling without his family for Shabbat, must he light Shabbat candles?

Can one use electricity for Shabbat candles?
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The Gemara notes:
115 XwaRT — For, indeed, [the Sages] have previously queried T ik myn nwiy npbm
myn iy — whether kindling principally accomplishes the commandment of the
Chanukah lights or whether the placement of the lights accomplishes the
commandment. Y With the resolution of that issue we can determine Rav’s position vis-a-

vis kindling from light to light.

The Gemara now attempts to answer the question of whether kindling, or placement, is
the primary mitzvah act:
ynw Xn — Come, learn a proof that placement is primary, X271 X7 — for Rava said: i1
TRV Taun ") w1vn — If one was standing and holding his Chanukah light from the
time he kindled it by the doorway until it went out, @3 X% nwy X5 — he has
accomplished absolutely nothing. myn nwiy nma mm ynw — Derive from [this
dictum] that placement accomplishes the commandment, for it was this person’s failure
to put the light down that prevented him from having fulfilled the mitzvah.

The Gemara rejects this proof:
RN XD oni — The non-fulfillment there is because one who sees him holding the light
may say, 12 DIPIT R 137i¥5 — “It is for his own purposes that he is holding it,” ' in
which case the miracle will not have been publicized. Ordinarily, however, the mitzvah is
fulfilled with the kindling.

The Gemara now takes the opposite tack:
ynw Xn — Come, learn a proof that kindling is primary, X327 X7 — for Rava said:
TXINTTY D12 npv’pjn — If one kindled [a Chanukah light] inside his house and then
carried it outside and placed it by the doorway,” m%3 nwy X% — he has accomplished
nothing. myn iy mpY11 XnSwa nnx 'X — Now, it is well if you say that kindling
chiefly accomplishes the commandment, 12'v2 inipna mp% 11 — for this implies that we
require a kindling in its proper place; “" m%a nivy x5 121 own — because of this ' he
has accomplished nothing. myn mwiy mma nmx X Xox— But if you say that
placement accomplishes the commandment, m%3 x5 nwy X5 'xpx — why did he

accomplish nothing at all? He placed his Chanukah light in the proper location! We must
therefore conclude from Rava’s dictum that kindling constitutes the primary mitzvah act.

The Gemara rejects this proof as well:
"1 onil — There also the non-fulfillment is because MNIN K11 "ININT — one who sees him
carrying out the lit candle may say, Ap5TXT K11 12715 — “It is for his own purposes that
he kindled [the light] and brought it outside,” in which case the miracle will not have been
publicized.” Otherwise, however, the mitzvah is fulfilled with the placement.

The Gemara finally resolves the question of which action is primary:
ynw Xn — Come, learn a proof that kindling is primary, nb 12 YWim 1210 Rt — for R’
Yehoshua ben Levi said:
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913 o 53 nabim npb nnmw mwwy — In the case of a glass lantern that was
continuously burning the entire Sabbath day, ! mp™% 7 ma3n naw »xymb — on the
night following the Sabbath one should extinguish the lantern’s flame and then
rekindle it in order to fulfill the Chanukah mitzvah for Saturday night. Xp5wa nanx x
TeY myn nwiy b1 — Now, it is well if you say that kindling accomplishes
fulfillment of the commandment , since it is for that reason that one need not lift the
lantern and then put it down. m¥n AWy AMIT NMK X KPX — But if you say that
placement accomplishes fulfillment of the commandment, :1[;"?";791 a0 'R — this
ruling — “he should extinguish [the lantern] and then rekindle it” — is incorrect; ma3n
b wam n,?v‘;vjm . mmaam— [R’ Yehoshua] should have said: He should
extinguish [the lantern], lift it and put it down, and then rekindle it. ? R’ Yehoshua’s
dictum thus indicates that kindling constitutes the primary mitzvah act.
The Gemara offers another proof of the above:
11 — And furthermore, 12'272n Xp'Mm — since we bless just prior to performing the
mitzvah, 1211 5w "2 pro7a5 Wy PNivRa MR WK — “Blessed are You, Hashem . . . Who
has sanctified us with His commandments and has commanded us fo kindle the
Chanukah light,” it is obvious that the Rabbis, who authored the blessing, viewed the
kindling as the essential mitzvah act. myn nwiy np%11 MM ynw — Hence, derive from
[the blessing] that kindling the Chanukah lights chiefly accomplishes fulfillment of the
commandment. 13M YW — Indeed, derive that from it!
The Gemara derives a practical law from this conclusion:

accomplishes fulfillment of the commandment, V) VIV WIN np"‘;jn — if a deaf-mute,
insane person or minor kindled [the Chanukah light] m%3 X% nwy X% — he has

“ inasmuch as kindling is the primary mitzvah act and

accomplished absolutely nothing,
his actions have no legal significance.” mp> 1 *NT1 nMwX— However, a woman may
certainly kindle the Chanukah light, % 12 ywim 127 757 — for R’ Yehoshua ben Levi
said: 21T "2 niann 0wl — Women are obligated in the mitzvah of kindling the

Chanukah light, 0271 inix2 11 171 )XW — for they, too, were involved in that miracle. "
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The Gemara relates that the scrupulous observance of certain mitzvos results in special
rewards:
X1 21 " — Rav Huna said: oman »mnbn oma w5 pog 702 51 — One who is
habitual in kindling the Sabbath and Chanukah light will have sons who are Torah
scholars. "9 713 ™15 729 M2 1T — One who is careful in observing the mitzvah of
mezuzah'"" will merit a beautiful residence. ' 1% M55 i1 MyIya M — One who
is careful in observing the mitzvah of #zitzis''” will merit a beautiful garment. 710
™ 3,57_97::-1 211 01N W2 — One who is careful in performing the sanctification of
the Sabbath day ' will merit [to] fill many kegs of wine. *

The Gemara illustrates how the reward for kindling was bestowed:
NANBX WM mon 11 520 ma X0 21 — Rav Huna would regularly pass by the
doorway X131 P'ax 1277 — of R’ Avin the carpenter. X2w 2 wa 51 mim1 X — [Rav
Huna] saw that [R’ Avin] was wont to kindle many lights, both on the Sabbath night
and during Chanukah.” X371 517127231 ™33 ™0 X — He said: “Two great men ' will
come out from here.” "aX 72 XM 27) AN 12 "X 27 ¥ pB) — And, in fact, the Torah
scholars Rav Idi bar Avin and Rav Chiya bar Avin came out from the house of [R’
Avin and his wife].

Another illustration:
NAnex 1AM p5n Mo 520 ma X700 271 — Rav Chisda would regularly pass by the
doorway anw 377 KW 127 — of Rav Shizvi’s father’s * house. X2 »wa 51 mirT N0
— [Rav Chisda] saw that [Rav Shizvi’s parents] were wont to kindle many lights. %

/Y
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N2 pDI X231 K123 X — He said: “A great man will come out from here.” ' pp)
APY 21 ¥ — And, in fact, the sage Rav Shizvi came out from them. 7/

Another episode teaches when to kindle the Sabbath lights:

a9 np%Tm xR M qoP 277 12T — Rav Yosef’s wife would put off kindling [the
Sabbath light] until just before dark.”

noi* 21 1Y 71X — Rav Yosef said to her: Xun — It is taught in a Baraisa: Tmy wmixY
5 W Ty oni 1yt — The Torah states: HE DID NOT REMOVE THE PILLAR OF CLOUD BY
DAY AND THE PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT from before the people.” my5 m5wn 1y mmyw mbn
WNIT — [THIS] TEACHES THAT THE PILLAR OF CLOUD OVERLAPPED’ THE PILLAR OF FIRE TMy)
1y Tny5 oSwn WRT — AND THE PILLAR OF FIRE OVERLAPPED THE PILLAR OF CLOUD."!
Similarly, Rav Yosef told his wife, you should kindle the Sabbath lights while it is still day.
marTPRY 1720 — With Rav Yosef’s words in mind she thought to advance [the kindling]
to a much earlier part of the day, Xap X¥11 1% "X — but a certain elder °? said to her:
AR Xy orpr KW 12531 Kyn — With regard to the time for kindling I teach: One may
kindle when he likes, provided that he does not significantly advance the kindling time'*’
and does not delay it until the last permitted moment.**

The Gemara speaks of other spiritual attainments that generate Torah-related rewards:
X217 "X — Rava said: 1321 0177 — One who loves Torah sages 1327 12 mb ni1 — will
have sons who are Torah sages. *” 1327 1"p17 — One who honors “° Torah sages m% ni1
1221 Xxnminn — will have sons-in-law who are Torah sages. °” 127 5177 — One who
fears */ Torah sages 1327n X2m¥ 11 Mo K1 — will himself become a sharp Torah
scholar; “ x11 1371 72 185 *X) — but if he is not capable of this, " xamx3 m5m Jynnwn
1227 — his words will be heeded like those of a sharp Torah scholar. *!
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We will be discussing in the following lesson, if Shabbat candles have the same rules

that hanuka candles have.

Lighting early: is one allowed to light earlier than the time?

Do we say that the mitzvah is the lighting and therefore one is not allowed to move it after

it was lit?

If you already have candles must you extinguish them and relight?

YN WY NphIn

Rashi explains that the question of npY1h
mxn nwv is based; if we learn it out from
the Menorah of the Bet Hamikdash.

Maran: Lighting is the mitzvah and not
placing. Therefore, a lantern that was
lit on Erev Shabbat for Hanukkah, and
stayed on till Saturday night, should be
extinguished and relit for mitzvah.

In any case, it should be lit in the place
it is placed. If one lit inside and placed
outside he is not fulfilling the mitzvah.
Someone who sees may assume he lit it
for himself.

Taz: Since the whole halacha of npY1n
mxn nwy is learnt out from the Menorah
of the Bet Hamikdash; only the Hanukkah
lights that are similar to the Menorah of
the Bet Hamikdash have this halacha.

W NN NN RN RVIARNT WD "WY
1711102 1NOWRTI NINN WY NPHTH

NPT ,AN3 (R"0 NYIN 1N’0) 717V 1NDIW 10
NNNW NYWWY 93°959 NN K81 NINN w1y
my¥nH Naw 17yn NPHYTIIW orn Y NPT
XN DWH NPIHTNI NN NIW RXINY ,ND1IN

DRW NNNIN DIPNA NMPHTW AN DI1pNn Hom
NRIINY XY R PIND RN 07191 D70
NPT RIN 1D MR

RPIT RIN W HW MY 0HT 1”00 DW AND)
19 TMHT ,NAW N1 Pax R 101N 71 A
WTPNN N NMINN
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LIGHTING EARLY

Why can't you light early?

Is it referring to Shabbat or Hanukkah?

Rashi: If one lights early, it won't look
like it was done for Shabbat.

Tosafot: It should be relit.

Rambam brings this halacha only by
Hanukkah not by Shabbat.

The explanation behind this; Rambam
holds that by Shabbat, the main mitzva
is not the actual lighting; we want the
outcome that the home should be
pleasant lit for Shabbat.

AW HY RINW RIOIM RHT 07T RHW H"WH

PINW TV 19T 71 N DRW :AndD ,0IN
2727091 1N Ma1dhH

12110 712 RHR NAWA DT PT RN XRD 0”aANIN

DR NIV HW 712 NINT,0"2AN7 NV WA IR
711071 101209 PN PR D1 TIVAN 7197 01 00D
ROR NPHTN DXYA PR MNXN IPYT PHTIN

Jawa P1H71 0119 1w

o”anm

Lighting a candle on Erev Shabbat is an
obligation, man or woman must have ”a
lit candle, in their homes on Shabbat.
Even if he doesn’t even have anything to
eat. He needs to ask for money to get oil
and light candles, this is part of enjoying
Shabbat.

Rambam’s language is ”a lit candle”
which means; the reason we light
Shabbat candles is for Shabbat delight,
so that he has a candle at night.
Therefore, there is no mitzvah in the
actual lighting.
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QUESTION

Question: If so, why do we make a
beracha on the lighting?

Answer: We see by covering the blood
of a slaughtered animal, if the wind
would blow the dirt, you would be
exempt; still if one covers it himself, he
makes a beracha.

As well on Shabbat, you may not need
to light if you had candels already.
However, if you light, when you don't
have, you still make a beracha.

NPYIN HY 702 RNR P ORT MWPHY PRI
?0"2aNINYH

110591 719D NN 1IN0 OR 07N 1021 INW
NAaw 2239 191 ,712Y 7°I% N0ONW) 2O 199X
P77 OR DaR NMA2H IR R®Y 7197 0 DR

0

719V 1YW

Maran: One should not light the candles
in the early afternoon, because it won't
look like it was done for Shabbat.

Rama: If one did light early; it has to be
extinguished and then light again.

Rabbi Akiva Aiger: We see from here,
that the mitzva is the actual lighting, not
only that there should be candles lit. For
this reason, we say a beracha of p*51h
which means to light.

1”0 207 N0

TV NIW 1 P71 MY 071 RY M
N2W 1205 PPH MW 1321 1PR TRW 01T DN

11137 D172 01 YN 2197 91 070 ORI X"
W NS 1PH T TN

P27 IR DIXNNW Ynwn am R7YI DInn
MmxY NPYTINNT RHR 7197 71 DawaH WY
naw 9mxH mxn

MIXNT YNWNRTNIW HW 129709 1P27In 19N
NPT HY

It comes out there are opinions against the Rambam, which hold there is a mitzvah to light.
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QUESTION

What if a person lit and it went out before sunset, should one relight?

797105 270 DRN DYPW DTIP NNADI PIHYTN OR 1T N

112110 9122 1970R1 .09 PIPT PR NN PYTN DR MXN AWV NPHYTNT 117D 19 RN”P 121102 N
MxNN H’NNN 7231 PHT0H 7772 MINW LN PIPT PR NNA21 D17 01N TIYA DAY 17Y1 PYYThY
1272 1PHY Ran P°H70H NN DR DIPN HON N1

NI NIXNNT YNWN NIW ANY D1WN 71979119 D1PRH NIXNWY 071190 2NOW 11°2 NAW D111 2235
N9 PIPT NNAD 1D DR 7197 71 1PNPW NAW NTIY0 hywa

By Hanukkah there is a rule that once you lit you don’t have to worry if it goes out. Even on Friday
afternoon if you lit and it goes out, one doesn’t have to relight even though he lit hour in advance,
since you lit according to the time. if one wants, he can relight without a beracha.

However, on Shabbat, since the Rambam says the mitzvah is to have light, if it goes out one should
relight. (Not the wife since she may have accepted shabbat already.)
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MOVING THE CANDLES

N”MNPO 209 M?0 191971 NI1WnN

One cannot light in a place were the N 109112 PYNNWN PRYW DIPNA PPH TN NOR
lights are not being used and then move 15 XNPPT DIWN 12 PUNHYUNY DIPNA I
it the right place. PRY DIPN PPYTIW 171 NN ,NWIY DPYIN
NWY XY 1IN RPN DIPN 1PRY 12 PUNNHYUN

R11P'ND NNINN

N1 1IN

However, if one needs to light on 1nhYwW HY M1 pP*HTNY 7R DIPNI 'RWI ONIR
the table and then raise it for it to be  on2nY 0hwv’Y 95 NI NPHTH 2NN DIPNA
placed on a high stage, so its honoring  1p7910w 9571 N JPIRA MW ,MA 97T HY
shabbat. Especially today that we use prwynnwNY 11N VIO ,NAW O MM
lights as well; we know clearly that's it's  nqu3 191 ATw 9173 990 WM Spwn MR
for Shabbat one can raise it. Aswellif a = gy5y 191 1% 7910 DWR 191 .M Hpnh

‘t’)"omarr]‘tcta”; movz' tt:e Cf”d'efs Ca':j'ie DMP11 D11 NP P91 10 DR 19 ®R02N9
roug O ner an en transrerre 0] IDD]NIZJ DIpna

its proper location.

nrR 993 HuHuH PR NN RHW DIPNn HOoNI
However, don't move the candles for no MW 71299 PTINW IR TN

reason.
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HALACHOT

Do men have to light?
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Even though the mitzvah of lighting is on
the women, the man should prepare the
candles and as well make sure they light
on time.

A single man living on his own should light
with a beracha.

A man who is married whose wife is not
home and he is home, must light with a
beracha in his home.

As well a man who is traveling, even though
his wife is lighting as home, he must light
where he is.

Two or three homeowners eating in one
room and sleeping in rooms, such as a
family hosted by parents should not bless
multiple times in the same room. But
rather one should bless while each light
their candles or one lights in the room
and the others light in their private room.
Therefore, whatiscustomaryinahoteltoset
atablein a hotel lobby and any women who
staytherelighttogether, isablessinginvain.
Rather, everyone should light
candles in their own rooms.
If the hotel's management does not let
candlesintherooms; oneshouldturnonthe
electrical light and may say a beracha (this
isonly ifitisimpossible to do with candles).
The same with a woman who gave birth
or a sick woman who is in a hospital; they
should light with electric lights.
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