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Week 38

Topic
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TOPIC DISCUSSION

The recital of the Shehecheyanu blessing was enacted for the holidays, but it was
also instituted for occasions when one feels a personal sense of joy. Many people
are accustomed to recite it on certain fruits.

The question is how about purchases:

When one purchases a house or a car, does he say the beracha?
If one got a handy down item (used), does he say the beracha?
What if one is getting a duplicate of an item he already has?

When is the proper time to say the beracha, at the time of purchase or when it's
used?

If one didn’t say the beracha right away, can they say it at a later point?
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The Mishnah discusses blessings recited on happy and sad occasions:
oMmwan 5¥ — On rain "MMIX N1 N2 5y1 — and on good tidings one says: 2L 112
WM — Blessed are You . .. Who is good and does good. iR niy7 niniwa Sy — On bad
tidings one says: NN 11 72 — Blessed are You . . . the true Judge."” wn na ma —
If one built a new house ¥ own 53 mpP) — or purchased new clothes ”' MmiX — he
says: T 1A19 1y1RM 1R WY N2 — Blessed are You . . . Who has kept us alive,
sustained us and brought us to this season."” mawa Sy pyn nym Sy 71an — One

4
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If one built a new house or purchased a
new vessel even if he had a similar one
at one point or he purchased another
one; he should make the beracha. The
item doesn't have to be new, just new
to you. You only don't make wnnw if you
are buying back something that was
once yours.

One should make the beracha at the
time of purchase even if he did not use
it yet; since the purchase is what excites
you.
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significant purchases that gladden his heart. The term n'%3, clothes, can also be translated as “vessels.”
Indeed, Radvaz rules that the purchase of other items a person might use warrants Shehecheyanu as well,
as long as the item is significant and he derives happiness from it (Responsa §855). R’ Moshe Feinstein
rules that one should recite Shehecheyanu on a new car (Igros Moshe, Orach Chaim III §80).

Tosafos (to 59b 271 1771) limit the Shehecheyanu blessing to purchases of consequence. Thus, new shoes or

a shirt would not occasion a Shehecheyanu. Rosh (to 60a) opines that this issue depends entirely on the
purchaser: There are paupers who extract more joy from a new shirt than the wealthy do from fine and
costly raiments (see Orach Chaim 223:6 with Mishnah Berurah). Mishnah Berurah rules that an
extremely rich person who is blasé regarding even extravagant items should not make a blessing on their
purchase.

[Rama (Orach Chaim 223:6) records the custom to wish someone donning a new garment, “May it be
worn out and renewed!”]
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If one bought a suit that needs to be R R prra——

tailored, he does say the beracha at the Y56 _brph I3 DipE_Dwpn whoT
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He argues on taz and says that if you have a suit that needs to be tailored, it’s not called fit until its
tailored, to which one should make the beracha upon wearing it.

The beracha is subjective to the purchaser. If he is wealthy and certain purchases don’t excite him,
he should not make the beracha.

One should make the beracha as early as he can so that the joy is still there.

Renovation is a question. If he extended, he should make a beracha.
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If one forgot to say beracha upon
putting on of the garment, he can say
the beracha as long as he is still wearing
it and happy, afterwards he should say
beracha without Hashems name.
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The custom:

Today the custom is not to say a beracha
upon moving in to a new house; rather we say
the beracha on a new suit or a new fruit and
have the house in mind.

The custom is to say the beracha when one
wears the garment and not at the time of
purchase.

0NN 9D gives a reason because one may
return it. Once one wears it, no more returns.

If you bought used clothing as long
as you are happy with it, you say the
beracha. One also makes the beracha if
he gets a gift.

Shirts, pants, shoes, belts, evenifyou are
excited about them do not make a the
beracha. On a vest, if one is gladdened
by it, one does say the beracha.
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On the second day of Rosh Hashana
there is a question of saying
shehecheyanu; Maran suggests wearing
a new suit; saying shehecheyanu and
have the holiday in mind.

How does this fit with his opinion of
saying the beracha at time of purchase?

There we are talking about a suit you
purchased ready to wear. Here he's
refering to a suit that needed tailoring,
to which you make the beracha upon
wearing it.
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One who makes his own tzizit recites
shehecheyanu upon its completion.

Does a bar mitzvah boy who is wearing
tefillinforthefirsttimesayshehecheyanu?
How about a new bride for the first time
she lights shabbat candles? If so, why
does one say a shehecheyanu on tzizit?

We don't say shehecheyanu on mitzvot
unless they come annually. The reason
why we say shehecheyanu on tzizit is
because it involves a garment that you
are excited on.
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If one added tzizit to an old garment 37°21 N1 72OW TV’ TH12 NIYX WY OR 1799
to which he is no longer happy for the 720 1R 11NNW 1PHY
garment, he does not make the beracha.
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The order is to say the beracha on tallit first, then shehecheyanu and then you put it on.

A tzizit that one purchases is usually not a significant garment to him, therefore he
should not say shehecheyanu.
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A bride should not say the beracha of shehecheyanu the first time she lights.
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When one hits 60 or 70, he should take a suit say shehecheyanu and have in mind his years.

When one donates a sefer torah to the shul; he celebrates with friends and family. During
the meal he should donn a new suit, say shehecheyanu and have in mind the new sefer
torah.
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A community should not say shehayanu 11X n2°w TinN’R N2 NOID N2 NO1IN 1272

upon the completition of the shul. N211N 017211 NNW 77115 W? ORN 1°AR HNA DD

) . . ?7N01ON N’21
Since it's not personally owned and it's

not built for personal usage. NN 1WI1377 1171 1NTW 11’NNW 7721 N2 NNaN
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The netz.|v says that a person who built 11NNW 1PHY 725 PR NHWNN *Twn
a bet midrash for the public to learn

and he said you can say shehayanu. 0N NN X1 190NH TYI1 NDID NAW TIV)

That was referring to a case where the
person held on to the ownership of the  nx n1951™ WAT P72 AW ANOW 2771 W

shul. NIRDNI NP TAIVH 711D WIW MIXN R'NW 0°270
11NNW 771215 W2 DIRN M 1D

TWTIPN R KXY 1777V TWIT RIN TV OR INT
J1°NNW 712H HOorw 02
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Rabbi Feinstein discusses whether or not
you can get a new car during the three
weeks, since one should not say shehiyanu
during the three weeks.

From here you prove his opinion regarding
saying sheheyanu on a new car
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