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Week 36

Topic

naw mohHn

TOPIC DISCUSSION

We live in a world in which modern day advancement allows no human involvement
for actions to be completed on Shabbat.

Is one allowed to turn something on, on Friday afternoon and let it complete on
Shabbat?

For example:

Turn the sprinkler on Friday and leave it on?

Put something in the wash machine and leave it going as Shabbat sets in?

Place a bid on something and it will close on Shabbat?

How about scheduling for Shabbat:

Is one allowed to use timers that are preset to have something turn on, on Shabbat?
Is one allowed to schedule his sprinklers to turn on, on Shabbat?

Is one allowed to preset an email to send on Shabbat?

Is it permitted to schedule via computer an automatic payment or transfer of money
for a later date that coincides with either Shabbat or Yom Tob?
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N7 DAY

The Gemara cites a Baraisa dealing, as the Mishnah does, with the subject of work that
one initiates before the Sabbath and that will continue on its own into the Sabbath:
1221 110 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 2w oy naw 27y 15 om Ppnis — WE MAY
OPEN a WATER channel from a spring TO A GARDEN FRIDAY JUST BEFORE DARK N3%¥m nxonnm
1913 pint 53 — AND IT may CONTINUE TO FILL with water THE ENTIRE Sabbath DAY."® pram
nay oy a1 nnn MMM — AND WE MAY PLACE burning INCENSE UNDER articles of
CLOTHING? FRIDAY just before dark 913 min1 53 17351 Pmanm — AND THEY may CONTINUE
TO BE PERFUMED by the incense THE ENTIRE Sabbath DAY. naw 21y oo nnn nMbda M
T2 DY — AND WE MAY PLACE burning SULFUR UNDER silver VESSELS FRIDAY JUST BEFORE
DARK 11913 nawa 53 pa%im ™MDanml — AND THEY MAY CONTINUE TO BE SULFURATED THE
ENTIRE SABBATH.”’ pyi1 123 by 15 Pnum — AND WE MAY PLACE COLLYRIUM”! ON AN EYE
man 13 Sy YD1 — OR A DRESSING ON A WOUND 112'WN QY Naw 27y — FRIDAY JUST
BEFORE DARK 1912 011 52 na%im nxoanm — AND 1T [the eye or the wound] CONTINUES TO
HEAL THE ENTIRE Sabbath pDAY.” oy Sw o 9in5 pon pani px 52X — BUT WE MAY NOT
PUT WHEAT INTO THE WATER MILL OY' Tiy2n 1MUYW 122 XYX — UNLESS THERE IS SUFFICIENT
time THAT THEY BE GROUND WHILE IT IS YET DAY.”’

The Gemara seeks the reason for the Baraisa’s distinction:
Nnyv '8 — What is the reason that the Baraisa forbids the unaided grinding of wheat to

continue into the Sabbath?*!

The Gemara answers:
1271 "X — Rabbah said: %p nynwnw non — Because it makes noise.

Rav Yosef disagrees:
noi* 371 MY mx — Rav Yosef said to [Rabbah]: @53 nnyaw own 1 X5 — But let the
master say instead that the reason that grinding may not continue into the Sabbath is
because of the “idleness of utensils” precept. Xun7T — For it was taught in a Baraisa:
MRYn 09X MKW 5931, — The verse: AND REGARDING EVERYTHING I HAVE SAID TO YOU
SHALL YOU TAKE HEED” @93 nnmaw nian% — comes TO INCLUDE “IDLENESS OF UTENSILS” in
the commandment of the preceding verse to refrain from work on the Sabbath.”” 27 7nx X%
noi» — Rather, Rav Yosef said: ooa nniw 0w — The reason the Baraisa prohibits
allowing the water mill to grind on into the Sabbath is because of the “idleness of
utensils” precept.”

The Gemara, however, rejects its assumption that Rav Yosef meant to attribute the
“idleness of utensils” precept to Beis Hillel.” Thus, the Gemara says:
DR 27 NN KWWK 27 KT XA — And now that Rav Oshaya has said in the name
of Rav Assi: RNMIiNT o3 nnnuy Xin (X — “Who is the Tanna that has taught the
Baraisa stating that ‘idleness of utensils’ is a Biblical precept?”” m1a X% Nu1 xnw N1
551 — It [the Baraisa] is the view of Beis Shammai and not of Beis Hillel,” then it
emerges that MOX mwyn Tayp X571 12 nwyn Tayp 12 'RpY a5 — according to Beis
Shammai, it is forbidden to allow one’s utensil to work on the Sabbath whether it
performs an action or whether it does not perform an action; * 23 by gx 551 ni2b
MY Nwyn TaypT— and according to Beis Hillel, it is permitted to allow one’s utensil to
do work on the Sabbath even though it performs an action. %’
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GEMARAH SUMMARY

According to Bet Shamai there is a halacha that one must idle his utensils (=b5) on Shabbat.
Whether the utensil is actively grinding on Shabbat or whether the utensil is passive like
the case of burning spices; in both cases Bet Shamai is strict.

Bet Hillel holds both cases are permitted, for this reason he permits you to start a melacha
on Friday, even though it will finish on Shabbat.

Rabbah said that things that make noise, would be an issue.

Is that what we follow le’halacha?
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Tur says, it is prohibited to use machines which make noise, such as a grinder.

Maran Bet yosef says, that the Rif, Rambam and Rabenu Tam all say it is allowed. Unless you

are in a place in which the custom is to be strict.

Darkei moshe (Rama) says, it is prohibited, unless the person who sees It, knows for sure
that you set it up the day before. For example, an alarm if its ringing today obviously it got

set up yesterday; you don't set up an alarm to ring, when it rings.
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You can start a melacha right before
Shabbat even though it will finish on
Shabbat.

Maran follows the lenient opinion and
permits. (Sephardim)

Rama follows the strict opinion and says
that is the custom, unless you have a
loss. (Ashkenzim)

1M

:2”19 M0 N"IR

MO0 NAW 192 NOXRHNA HNnnh anm
D1 TIYIN NINXH D127 11PRW 0 HY R NOWNH
NAWA NHRN NN RN

Mo oM Hw orna PNH ovNn NN MM
.No"wnh

DN 1IMRW 1P DYNWNY 1PW1N R AN
D’N71 00N WY .NAwa NN 1Ho Hw
210170 ,91P Dynwinh winh ww 0ipn Ho1)

Hpnh v R0 0Ipa 1 L,NHNNoYh

YA PIPW NOIPWN Hd TNynh nmm
mMYwn v 11nh DN YMunw 5”YR NaW 17yn
21MNRN ITNIYNY 1077w YY1 HON D ,Nawa

nys ain?

before sunset and it will finish on its
own with no human intervention. The
Ashkenazim are strict in this regard.
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Hacham Ben Zion restricts from using this leniency as it'll lower the stature of Shabbat.
As well we can be concern one may play around with the buttons. If someone is rushing
out Saturday night, you can be lenient.
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There is a technology that allows with
timers for electricity to turn on.

There is no greater disgrace than that
and of itwould have been in the times of
the Gemara, they would have restricted
it, the same way they prohibited you
from asking a goy to do work for you.

It's not comparable to when you start
a melacha on Friday. For example; put
your food on Friday and allow it to cook
through the night ( as long as proper
measures are taken- of covering the
fire with a blech). Since your action is
completed and the rest is continuing on
its own, it's permitted.

Here your action isn't complete until it
turns on (on Shabbat) to which at that
point, we connect it to you.

As well it's belittling Shabbat.

Timers for lights has already been used,
so we won't stop that. But it's best we
don't over abuse the leniency.
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HACHAM OVADIAH ARGUES

INIR P1A?

Hacham Ovadia says | don't see the 1TMR 1IN0 7 PHN
difference between cooking, turning
on lights or any usage of timers. All
is permitted, since the Torah only
prohibited actions not passive actions.
As long as your action is completed
before Shabbat, you have nothing to
worry about.
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Thereasonwhy theyrestrictedyoufrom 97V 121,7°Nn% W2 'RT12 WRD 172310 TWOR
telling a goy, because it may lead to you NWYNI N3N
doing it yourself. But here since it’s clear

to the person he can't cook himself and

he is using a timer it is permitted to use

it.
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INIR Y1A?

One should not use timers to have radio
on, or have the TV on, as it belittles the
day of shabbat. All the more so, to have
a timer change the channel one should
not do so.
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