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Week 35

Topic

01290 NN NIPN D1IY

TOPIC DISCUSSION

What is the purpose of saying it?

How do | do it properly?
What is the reward?
Can I do it at night?

How about saying Tehillim at night?
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A ruling tangentially related to the reading of the Torah:
TN 127 MWNR T N2 XN 20 X — Rav Huna bar Yehudah said in the name of R’
Ami: M2y oy rningD ox 05w oYy — A person should always complete the Torah
portion of the week with the congregation, ™ mixn X1 Nqpn oW — reading the

Hebrew text twice and the Targum once;

13T ninvy,, a'vv_sr_sj — and this applies even to the words Ataros V’Divon." nv‘_nmg.j '7;\57
TN 1Y {5 POMINNY MMy oy oD — For whoever completes the Torah portion of
the week with the congregation merits that his days and years are prolonged.

The Gemara records an incident pertaining to the completion of the weekly Torah portion:
™27 Kt Hyna xnw K9137 Xnnwoh membwxb 1ap max 72 121 27 — Rav Bivi bar
Abaye intended to complete the Torah portions of the entire year on the day prior
to Yom Kippur. ¥ 11 27 72 X m% Xan — Chiya bar Rav, from the city of Difti,
taught him the following Baraisa: “a7y2 wIn% nywna onwoi-ny onuy), N3 — IT IS
WRITTEN: Y/ AND YOU SHALL AFFLICT YOURSELVES ON THE NINTH OF THE MONTH IN THE EVENING.
™Mynn aywna 131 — Now IS IT ON THE NINTH of the month of Tishrei THAT WE FAST, as this
verse implies? Paynn mwya N"??_jl] — WHY, IT IS ON THE TENTH of Tishrei (on Yom Kippur) THAT
WE FAST! Why then does the verse say the ninth? 79 715 X9X — RATHER, the verse comes TO
TELL YOU that »y"wna rnivn 5210 52 — ANYONE WHO EATS AND DRINKS ON THE NINTH, f17yn
MY WNWN MYNN 191X 2127 1OY — SCRIPTURE TREATS HIM AS IF HE FASTS ON THE NINTH
AND THE TENTH.” The verse thus teaches the importance of preparing for the fast of Yom
Kippur by eating and drinking on the day before Yom Kippur.® Accordingly, you should not
spend the day reading all the Torah portions of the year, for you must spend the day
preparing for the fast of Yom Kippur. 112m1pX5 120 — R’ Bivi bar Abaye then thought to
advance the reading of [the Torah portions] of the entire year, so as to complete them over
the course of one or two weeks. X2p NX¥11 M5 MK — A certain elder said to him: 7 xyn
— You cannot do so for it was taught in a Baraisa: 1z X5y or1p1 X5w 72521 — AS LONG
AS HE DOES NOT recite the Torah portions BEFORE THE TIME OR AFTER THE TIME.

The Gemara now cites three instructions that R’ Yehoshua ben Levi gave to his sons, the
first of which is the law under discussion:
maa% M5 12 ywim 131 1% K13 — As R’ Yehoshua ben Levi instructed his sons: m5wx
RN XY NIpR oY Maxn oy 1annhwnd — Complete the Torah portion of the week
together with the congregation, reading the Hebrew text twice and the Targum

once.
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1. Ataros and Divon are the names of two cities mentioned in Numbers 32:3. The verse lists nine cities in
the Transjordan. Rashi notes that there is no Targum of Ataros V’Divon [rather these names are recorded

in the Targum precisely as they appear in the original Hebrew. One might therefore think that it is
sufficient to recite Ataros V’Divon only twice]; the Gemara therefore informs us that in this case the
Scripture should be recited three times (Rashi, cited by Tosafos and others).

Tosafos explain the Gemara’s requirement differently. They point out that although Targum Onkelos, the
standard well-known targum, does not interpret these names, Targum Yerushalmi does: It renders them as
xnwaTmm xn%%on. Consequently, Tosafos understands the Gemara to require the recitation of Targum
Yerushalmi where there is no Targum Onkelos, such as is the case with Ataros V’Divon (cf. Torah Temimah
to Numbers 32:3).

[In the popular editions of Mikraos Gedolos, there are three targumim presented. They are titled:
Onkelos, Yonasan ben Uziel and Yerushalmi. The consensus of authorities is that although Yonasan ben
Uziel did compose a targum of the Prophets (see Megillah 3a), he did not compose a targum of the Torah
(see Maharsha ad loc.). “Targum Yonasan” is properly called “Targum Yerushalmi” [in contrast to Targum
Onkelos which was called “Targum Bavli” (Maharatz Chayes cited below)]. The fragments of an Aramaic
translation entitled “Yerushalmi” in Mikraos Gedolos are variant versions of the true Targum Yerushalmi
printed next to it (however, cf. Introduction to Nosei Klei Yehonasan). The following sources discuss this
issue: Aruch HaShalem (1) YWwx 71y; Chida in Mar’is HaAyin to Megillah 28a and in Shem HaGedolim;
Maharatz Chayes in his Iggeres Bikkores and Imrei Binah §4, found in Kol Kisvei Maharatz Chayes
respectively on pp. 513-514 and pp. 911-912.]

There is a further difficulty: Our versions of Onkelos do translate the names Ataros and Divon (as
XRWa5m Kn59on). How then can Rashi state that there is no targum of these words? In other versions of
our Gemara’s text, the reading is ninvy 11277 1'7’551, and even Divon VaAtaros. The Gemara would then be
referring to Numbers 32:34 where indeed Onkelos repeats the Hebrew words while Targum Yerushalmi
translates them. However, Maharatz Chayes (here) opines that Onkelos did not in fact translate Ataros
V’Divon in 32:3 either; rather, in one of the printings someone took the words from Targum Yerushalmi
and added them to Targum Onkelos. Indeed, the entire verse appears untranslated in the Sabbioneta
edition (1557) of Onkelos. In the early fourteenth-century manuscript of Onkelos used by R’ Nassan Adler
in his monumental Nesinah LaGer, the verse is omitted completely. [Accordingly, we can understand
Rashi’s words here (D11n 12 1'XU, that there is no Targum in it) in their literal sense (see also Zosafos).

Indeed, it is possible that the two versions of Onkelos, viz. the first, where the verse is omitted or
untranslated, and the second, which includes the translation found in Targum Yerushalmi, are reflective of
the views of Rashi and Tosafos respectively.]

2. This phrase occurs several times in Berachos. It would seem to be redundant: Both length of days and
length of years denote longevity. Why then does the Gemara state that his days and years are prolonged?
Ben Yehoyada explains (below, 13b) that “length of days” refers to the quality of life whereas “length of
years” refers to the quantity (see also Maadanei Yom Tov to Rosh here in his second explanation; this
appears to be Rashi’s opinion as well, in Shabbos 105b 13"x1 0 i1771). Thus the Gemara means that he
will not only live a long life, but enjoy the days of his life as well. Alternatively, the Gemara means one who

is not yet old will have his years prolonged; one who is in his final year already will have his days
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One of the great mitzvot is learning Torah, since by learning Torah you learn the things you
are commanded to do. For this reason, our rabbis instituted the reading of the Torah, each
week one parasha. Each year we are to finish the entire Torah. In addition to reading it in
Shul; they wanted the individual to get a better understanding, so they created the concept
of ®7pn 01w in which you double up and get a translation of what is read.

WHEN SHOULD IT BE SAID

70

One may start to read the parasha n»w
0170 TR RIpn from Sunday of the week
to come.

It is best to finish the reading before the
Shabbat Meal. If not, one should do it
before Minha, since by Minha we start
reading the next weeks parasha.
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If one did not read it by shabbat, one W W Ewn 3N i(3) DD Omb oo pap
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One is allowed to say the xpn 01w while the ®1p HYya is reading, since it is considered the
same topic.
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You can read it pasuk by pasuk with targum or you can do the entire parasha twice followed
by targum.

One may consider the reading along with the Baal Koreh while listening, one of the times
he is required to read the pesukim.

Do not read a parasha in advance; you can start after Minha on Shabbat.
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QUESTION

Is someone who is already learning exempt?

AWN NN

There is no exemption, just like one
has to hear the megillah or any other
rabbinical enactment, one is obligated
to read the parasha in this format. Even
if he learns, he is not exempt especially
in our generation that one needs this, in
order to become fluent in pesukim.
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READING PESUKIM OF TORAH OR TEHILLIM AT NIGHT
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One should not read pesukim at night. It is permitted on Friday night and as well on holiday
nights. Thursday night is also allowed. Rosh Hodesh night is considered a week night.

A person who isn't capable of learning anything else, is allowed to read pesukim.
Some permit tehillim reading, especially after midnight.

If one is teaching someone how to read, i.e. a bar mitzvah boy his parasha, theniitis allowed.
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Even though there are those that say
tehillim is a prayer and it can be recited
at night, there are those that oppose
and say that even for a sick person
one should avoid saying tehillim in the
first half of the night.
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One can be lenient with saying
tehillim during twilight (mwnwn 12)
since some hold it might still be day.

One is allowed to say pesukim on
Thursday night, since there is mercy
on Thursday night in preparation to
Shabbat.
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midnight.
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