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 TOPIC DISCUSSION

Why is Rosh Hashana the day chosen for people to be judged?

The mitzvah of shofar; Is the mitzvah to blow or to listen.

Why do we blow shofar on Rosh Hashana?

Topic:  

ROSH HASHANA PART 1

Week 32
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 43   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

 ראש השנה טז. 

Topic: Rosh Hashana Part 1 

 

@sefer זט הנשה שאר.  
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 167   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 166   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

úìîåã ááìé <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 167äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

 ר"ן על הרי"ף

Question: Why is Rosh Hashana the day hashem chose to judge us? 

Answer: If you follow the opinion that the world was created in Tishrei, it would be considered 
man’s birthday. Since the world was created 25th of Elul; 6 days after the day man was created 
would be the first of Tishrei, Rosh Hashana.

But not only that, the day Adam was created was also the day he sinned by eating from the Etz 
Hadaat  and was judged. For this reason, it became the ultimate judgement day for humans. 

If you follow the other opinion which is that the world was created in Nissan. Then what 
happened on Rosh Hashana? 

After the Jews sinned through the Chet Ha’Egel (golden calf), Moshe prayed for them. Hashem 
told Moshe on Yom Kippur when he gave him the second Luchot,סלחתי כדבריך  “I forgive”. From 
then on, Yom Kippur became the designated day for כפרה (forgiveness). Hashem wanted to 
judge us now, when we are being forgiven. 
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 44   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

 ראש השנה טז:

 

@sefer הנשה שאר – יריאמ  

Even though one should be reviewing his actions all the time, to change his wrong ways. But during the 
days of Rosh Hashana one should put more of an emphasis, since the books are open.  

One who doesn’t take advantage of the coming days loses his portion with hashem.   
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מאירי – ראש השנה

áéú äáçéøä - ø"ä îàéøé, îðçí áï ùìîä òîåã îñ 58   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

Even though one should be reviewing his actions all the time, to change his wrong 
ways. But during the days of Rosh Hashana one should put more of an emphasis, since 
the books are open. 

One who doesn’t take advantage of the coming days loses his portion with hashem. 
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 44   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - æ øàù äùðä úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 43   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

ראש השנה טז:
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ראש השנה טז:
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THE MITZVAH OF SHOFAR

Questions:

If one were to blow the shofar with his ears plugged, would he fulfill the mitzvah of 
blowing or, does the blower himself need to hear his own blowing? 

i.e. is the mitzvah to blow or to listen to the blowing? 

Why do we blow shofar on Rosh Hashana?

ראש השנה כז:

לתוך  או  הדות  לתוך  או  הבור  לתוך  התוקע 
קול  ואם  יצא  שמע  שופר  קול  אם  הפיטס, 

הברה שמע לא יצא.

אמר רב הונא לא שנו אלא לאותן העומדים 
על שפת הבור אבל אותן העומדין בבור יצאו. 

 

If one sounds a shofar into a pit, or 
into a cistern, or into a large jug, if he 
clearly heard the sound of the shofar, 
he has fulfilled his obligation; but if he 
heard the sound of an echo, he has not 
fulfilled his obligation. 

Rav Huna said: They taught this only 
with respect to those standing at the 
edge of the pit, i.e., on the outside, 
because for them it’s possible to hear 
the echo, therefore they must discern 
if they hear a pure sound or an echo. 
But those standing in the pit itself have 
fulfilled their obligation, without having 
to think twice if it was an echo or not, 
because it’s guaranteed to be the pure 
sound. 
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We see two things from this Gemara:

One person can blow for others; not everyone has to blow.

The blower himself is not יוצא if he only hears an echo even though he actually blew. 

The Rambam and the Bahag prove from these two points that it must be that the 
misvah is not the blowing; the misvah is the hearing. 

@sefer א"בטיר  

Use sefer from word doc 

 

 

 

The Ritva says two different reasons to why we blow shofar?  

1) To show hashem is king. It was common for kings to have trumpets escort them.  
2) The mitzvah of shofar is to listen; to awaken man to do teshuva, so that he can pray on 

judgment day.  

@sefer א"בטיר  

Use sefer from word doc 

 

 

 

The Ritva says two different reasons to why we blow shofar?  

1) To show hashem is king. It was common for kings to have trumpets escort them.  
2) The mitzvah of shofar is to listen; to awaken man to do teshuva, so that he can pray on 

judgment day.  

 ריטב"א

The Ritva says two different reasons to why we blow shofar? 

To show hashem is king. It was common for kings to have trumpets escort them. 

The mitzvah of shofar is to listen; to awaken man to do teshuva, so that he can pray on judgment 
day. 
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The rambam says as well:

 רמב"ם

îùðä úåøä <îäãåøä çãùä> - à (îãò) îùä áï îéîåï (øîá"í) òîåã îñ 122   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

The shofar is a Torah law, however there is a hint of a wake-up call. To wake up those 
who are sleeping and daydreaming forgetting the truth and distracted by every day 
life and wasting a lot of their time with occupations that don’t help. To wake up, repent 
and leave their old ways.

 QUESTION

Why is the beracha לשמוע קול שופר and not על תקיעת שופר like we say by megillah על מקרא 
?מגילה

שו"ת הרמב"ם פאר הדור 

סימן נ"א

The rambam says as well: 

@sefer ם"במר  

 

The shofar is a Torah law, however there is a hint of a wake-up call. To wake up those who are sleeping 
and daydreaming forgetting the truth and distracted by every day life and wasting a lot of their time 
with occupations that don’t help. To wake up, repent and leave their old ways. 

 

@topic question 

 
 
Why is the beracha רפוש לוק עומשל  and not רפוש תעיקת לע  like we say by megillah לע 

הליגמ ארקמ ? 
@sefer 
From word 

 א"נ ןמיס רודה ראפ ם"במרה ת"וש
 

 

 

The mitzvah is not to blow, otherwise each person would have to blow the shofar. As well if one plugged 
his ears and blew he would be ,אצוי  but this is not true. The mitzvah is to listen and even the blower 
needs to hear it and that’s why the beracha is on the listening.  

 

The mitzvah is not to blow, otherwise each person would have to blow the shofar. As 
well if one plugged his ears and blew he would be יוצא, but this is not true. The mitzvah 
is to listen and even the blower needs to hear it and that’s why the beracha is on the 
listening. 
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מרן 

 אורח חיים הלכות ראש השנה סימן תקפט

סעיף ח :המתעסק בתקיעת שופר להתלמד, לא 
יצא ידי חובתו; וכן השומע מן המתעסק, לא יצא; 
וכן התוקע לשורר ולא נתכוון לתקיעת מצוה, לא 

יצא.

נתכוון שומע לצאת ידי חובתו, ולא נתכוון התוקע 
להוציאו; או שנתכוון התוקע להוציאו ולא נתכוון 
שיתכוון  עד  חובתו  ידי  יצא  לא  לצאת,  השומע 

שומע ומשמיע. 

ונתכוון להוציא כל השומע  :מי שתקע  סעיף ט 
תקיעתו, ושמע השומע ונתכוון לצאת ידי חובתו, 
אף על פי שאין התוקע מתכוון לפלוני זה ששמע 
להוציא  נתכוון  שהרי  יצא  יודע,  ואינו  תקיעתו, 
לכל מי שישמענו; לפיכך מי שהיה מהלך בדרך 
או יושב בתוך ביתו, ושמע תקיעות משליח צבור, 
יצא, אם נתכוון לצאת, שהרי ש«צ מכוון להוציא 

את הרבים ידי חובתן.

Someone who is blowing without 
intending to fulfill the mitzvah, has not 
fulfilled the mitzvah. As well, someone 
who is listening to those blows has not 
fulfilled the mitzvah. 

The blower and the listener both have 
to have in mind that he is blowing for 
you. 

If the blower is intending to blow for 
anyone who is listening and the listener 
intended to fulfill the mitzvah through 
the blowing since the blower had all in 
mind. This is why in shuls even if you 
come late and the blower didn’t know 
it works.

QUESTION

If the mitzvah is just to hear, then why should the one who blows have to have you in 
mind? And why should he have to be someone who is also obligated himself?

Bottom line you’re hearing yourself just as much as him, so who cares if he didn’t have you 
in mind?  Doesn’t that prove that there is a part to the mitzvah called “blowing”?
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Rav Moshe Feinstein answers this question beautifully:

 

 

 

 

אגרות משה

 

Rav Moshe defends the Rambam by explaining that although the misvah is only to hear, the Torah 
is very demanding on what exactly you must hear. You must hear a shofar that you blew for the 
purpose of your own misvah. And listening is like blowing. 
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Rav Moshe defends the Rambam by explaining that although the misvah is only to hear, 
the Torah is very demanding on what exactly you must hear. You must hear a shofar 
that you blew for the purpose of your own misvah. And listening is like blowing.  
 
 
 
 
 
@topic discussion 
 
When should I assume that my judgement happened and when should I assume my 
friend’s judgment happened?  
 

 sefer@ ם"במר
ד הכלה ג קרפ הבושת תוכלה  

 
 
 

Insert word doc 

 

You need to look at yourself as if you are an average who has till yom kippur. But to your friend you 
should assume he is a tzaddik, so when you see him on Rosh Hashana you tell him בתכת הבוט הנשל  
since he is a tzadik he gets written as a tzadik on Rosh Hashana.  

 

DISCUSSION

When should I assume that my judgement happened and when should I assume my 
friend’s judgment happened? 

רמב"ם הלכות תשובה פרק ג הלכה ד

îùðä úåøä <îäãåøä çãùä> - à (îãò) îùä áï îéîåï (øîá"í) òîåã îñ 122   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

You need to look at yourself as if you are an average who has till yom kippur. But to 
your friend you should assume he is a tzaddik, so when you see him on Rosh Hashana 
you tell him  טובה תכתב  since he is a tzadik he gets written as a tzadik on Roshלשנה 
Hashana. 

15
HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



Could a Shofar be blown in a city and the people not tremble in fright?! 
(Amos 3:6)

Rav Sadiah Gaon offered ten different messages of the Shofar. Amongst 
them is included,

1- A reminder of the Yom HaDin, the day of ultimate judgment. 

2- The sound of the Shofar signals the day when the Jewish People will be 
gathered in again from various lands of exile. 

3- The Shofar is portends the time of the revival of the dead. 

4- The Shofar is also a haunting reminder of the destruction of the Temple, 
and when our enemies triumphantly blew Shofar. 

5- The Shofar is connected with the near sacrifice of Yitzchok and the ram 
that was as his replacement. 

6- The Shofar reminds us of the corrective words of the Prophets. 

7- The Shofar hearkens back to the sounds surrounding the giving of the 
Torah at Mt. Sinai.

 8- The Shofar alerts us that The King is making a decree and this is His 
warning.

 9- The Shofar heralds the presence of the King in the Midst of His coronation. 
The King is being inaugurated.

 10 – The Shofar is meant to inspire fear. About this the Prophet Amos said, 
“Could a Shofar be blown in a city and the people not tremble in fright?!”
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