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Week 32

Topic:

ROSH HASHANA PART 1

TOPIC DISCUSSION

Why is Rosh Hashana the day chosen for people to be judged?

The mitzvah of shofar; Is the mitzvah to blow or to listen.

Why do we blow shofar on Rosh Hashana?
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Mishnaf 71 obiya oo nyaxa — At four junctures during the year the world is
judged: nx1na 5y nooa — on Pesach for the grain, 19'x71 nine Sy nayya

— on Shavuos for the fruit of the tree, 111 123 M55 P21y oy 2xa b2 mwn wRY2 — on

Rosh Hashanah all who come to the world [i.e. all men] pass before Him like bnei
maron,” "omwyn-53-5x Pana 0a% 1M ¥, MR — as it is stated: Who fashions their
hearts together, Who understands all their deeds,” oy by 1171 An21 — and on the
Festival [of Succos] they are judged for the water.

2. Psalms 33:15. This is understood to mean: On the day on which He fashioned their hearts, i.e. created
them, which is the first of Tishrei, He understands, i.e. analyzes and judges, all their deeds (see Ritva).

[This interpretation of the verse follows the view of R’ Eliezer above (10b) that Adam was created in
Tishrei. According to this view, since Adam was judged for partaking of the Tree of Knowledge on that day,
Adam’s descendants are also judged that day every year. See Ran (cited above, 11a note 3), however, for
why even according to R’ Yehoshua, who holds that Adam was created in Nissan, the first of Tishrei is a
fitting day for judgment.]

3. [The source for the fact that Pesach, Shavuos and Succos are days of judgment for the items mentioned
in the Mishnah is explained in note 24.]

The question arises: If man is judged on Rosh Hashanah, presumably his judgment encompasses all
matters relating to him, including the amount of rain that will fall on his field and the size of the grain and
fruit crop that his land will yield. What, then, is the purpose of the judgments of the other three festivals?
Ran answers that on the three festivals the world as a whole is judged as to how much rain will fall or
produce will grow. On Rosh Hashanah, however, God decides what share of these gifts each individual will
receive (cf. Turei Even below QmIX "0 "1 711 qID).
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Question: Why is Rosh Hashana the day hashem chose to judge us?

Answer: If you follow the opinion that the world was created in Tishrei, it would be considered
man'’s birthday. Since the world was created 25" of Elul; 6 days after the day man was created

would be the first of Tishrei, Rosh Hashana.

But not only that, the day Adam was created was also the day he sinned by eating from the Etz

Hadaat and was judged. For this reason, it became the ultimate judgement day for humans.

If you follow the other opinion which is that the world was created in Nissan. Then what

happened on Rosh Hashana?

After the Jews sinned through the Chet Ha’Egel (golden calf), Moshe prayed for them. Hashem
told Moshe on Yom Kippur when he gave him the second Luchot,1>72712 *nnbo “I forgive”. From
then on, Yom Kippur became the designated day for n19> (forgiveness). Hashem wanted to

judge us now, when we are being forgiven.
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The Gemara discusses the judgment on Rosh Hashanah:*?
12747 127 X INTEOIND 121 X — R’ Keruspedai said in the name of R’ Yochanan: mp"‘np
MW WXH2 Prnol 0o — Three books are opened on Rosh Hashanah: oy Sw N
"3 — one of the completely wicked, "Mm3 2'p1¥ 5w MR — one of the completely
righteous o™i SY 11X — and one of intermediate people. TanmN 112N PNy DprIY
o»n% n%&5 — The completely righteous are written and sealed immediately for
life; % An5x% 1mann 1ano: 1y oy — the completely wicked are written and
sealed immediately for death; D™D3 0¥ Ty MWD WX Prmin pubza omina — the
intermediate people are held in abeyance from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur:
o»nb 11ano) 101 — if they merit it, they are written for life; tnmb Pana 1ot XY — if they
do not merit it, they are written for death.
The Gemara gives a Scriptural source for the existence of these three books:
AR 121 MK — R’ Avin said: X7p 'Xn — What verse indicates this? oy o»n (pon 1y,
"H:I:l;‘!"?.s oypy11Y — May they be erased from the Book of Life, and with the righteous
let them not be inscribed.” 3 Dyywn Sw 1100 1 DoR 1Y, — May they be erased
from the Book — this refers to the book of the completely wicked; Y% 1190 1 “omn,
o'pr1¥ — Life — this refers to the book of the completely righteous; -bx oprTY DY,
omira 5‘[;‘ 119D 11 12an2' — and with the righteous let them not be inscribed — this
refers to the book of intermediate people.
The Gemara presents an alternative source:
NDTR "nRX pnxt 132 pam 21 — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: It is derived from here:
“NAND WX 719Pn K1 UM PR-OX), — And if not, erase me now from Your book that You
have written.” mywn Sw 1700 M ~R1 A, — Erase me now — this refers to the book
of the wicked; o'p»1¥ YW 1150 1 “7100n, — from Your book — this refers to the book of
the righteous; o™mira Yw 1100 M “nan3 "Wy, — that You have written — this refers to
the book of intermediate people. "
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Even though one should be reviewing his actions all the time, to change his wrong
ways. But during the days of Rosh Hashana one should put more of an emphasis, since
the books are open.

One who doesn't take advantage of the coming days loses his portion with hashem.
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The Gemara elaborates on the four times of year when judgment is passed:

Xun — It was taught in a Baraisa: X2'py 127 DIwn IT7IT? ¥27 "X — R’ YEHUDAH RELATED IN
THE NAME OF R’ AKIVA: TDBA TnR1y N7 771N TNRK ) 25N — WHY DID THE TORAH STATE:

BRING THE OMER ON PESACH?"”!/ R¥71 11X12n 121 MDDIW 151 — BECAUSE PESACH IS THE TIME FOR

the judgment on PRODUCE. KT 7112 WiTpil "X — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SAID, 1N1211

Mo53 7RIy M55 — “BRING BEFORE ME THE OMER ON PESACH NiTwaw ix1an 03% 71anny 13 —

SO THAT THE PRODUCE IN THE FIELDS BE BLESSED FOR YOU.” 'MW 1N TN MINK R 15m

n¥ya on%n — AND WHY DID THE TORAH STATE: BRING THE TWO LOAVES ON SHAVUOS?” n1nn

NI 12K NID 10T N¥YW — BECAUSE SHAVUOS IS THE TIME FOR judgment on FRUITS OF THE

TREE. KY1 7112 Wi1pi1 12X — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SAID, N¥y2 on9i mw 1n% 1xmn —
“BRING BEFORE ME THE TWO LOAVES ON SHAVUOS ]2'Ki1 N2 02% 1372mw 113 — SO THAT THE

FRUITS OF THE TREE BE BLESSED FOR YOU.”) A2 o 1292 170 1K 1) 1511 — AND WHY DID

THE TORAH STATE: MAKE WATER LIBATIONS DURING THE FESTIVAL [of Succos]? Because Succos is

the time for the judgment on water. N¥T 7172 WiTp1 MR — THE HOLY ONE, BLESSED IS HE, SAID,

A2 o' 15% 1392 — “LIBATE WATER BEFORE ME ON THE FESTIVAL MY ™MWw3 039 13720 »13 —

SO THAT THE ANNUAL RAINS BE BLESSED FOR YOU”? ni2inar niabn mwa wxaa 1o mnx

ninpiwy — AND furthermore God said, “RECITE BEFORE ME ON ROSH HASHANAH verses of
KINGSHIP, REMEMBRANCE AND SHOFAR:” %y m>onnw 12 nitabn — Verses of KINGSHIP, IN

ORDER TO ACCEPT MY SOVEREIGNTY UPON YOURSELVES; {12109 1105 03m1131 by 13 ninnar —
verses of REMEMBRANCE, SO THAT YOUR REMEMBRANCE SHOULD RISE BEFORE ME FAVORABLY;

1121 — AND WITH WHAT should these verses be recited? 191w2 — WITH A SHOFAR.”*
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SO THAT THE ANNUAL RAINS BE BLESSED FOR YOU.”” nizinar niabn mwn wxaa unh mnx
ninpiY — AND furthermore God said, “RECITE BEFORE ME ON ROSH HASHANAH verses of
KINGSHIP, REMEMBRANCE AND SHOFAR:” 0%y m2%9nnw r13 nabn — Verses of KINGSHIP, IN
ORDER TO ACCEPT MY SOVEREIGNTY UPON YOURSELVES; 112105 15% nauinar nbyw r13 nizinar —
verses of REMEMBRANCE, SO THAT YOUR REMEMBRANCE SHOULD RISE BEFORE ME FAVORABLY;
P21 — AND WITH WHAT should these verses be recited? 15123 — WITH A SHOFAR.”%

The Gemara elaborates on the shofar:
¥12X 271 MK — R’ Abahu said: 5% 5w q9iwa pypin b — Why do we blow with a
shofar of a ram? #/ X311 172 Witpir "x — The Holy One, Blessed is He, said: 19% wpn
51x by pivia — “Blow before Me using a shofar of a ram 12 priy! nmpy 0ab "isRw ™12
DTaxX — so that I will remember for your sake the binding of Isaac the son of
Abraham 155 nanyy onTpy 19'X3 03'Hy 1K 1Sy — and I will consider it for you as if
you had bound yourselves before Me.”

The Gemara cites another statement about the shofar:
PIY? 127 MR() — And R’ Yitzchak said: mwi wix92 pypin b — Why do we sound the
shofar on Rosh Hashanah?

The Gemara is perplexed by the question:
1'wpin MY — Why do we sound the shofar? 1wpn K Xmn1 — The Merciful One said to
sound it! — ? —

The Gemara rephrases the question:
1y b Xox — Rather, why do we sound a teruah on Rosh Hashanah?

The Gemara is equally puzzled by this version:
'Y — Sound a teruah? "ny1n 11131, MR XM — The Merciful One stated that
Rosh Hashanah should include: A mention of a teruah blast! > — ? —

The Gemara clarifies the question:
Y [Iws pymm pypin mb Xbx — Rather, why do we sound a fekiah and a teruah
when [the congregation] are sitting,

MY W PY™m PYpin) — and then again sound a tekiah and a teruah when they
are standing? " Juwi1 221YY 13 — In order to confuse Satan.

Having cited one teaching of R’ Yitzchak, the Gemara begins a series of other, related
teachings by the same Amora:®
PRy 137 MK — And R’ Yitzchak said: mnbnna % pypin pxw mw 52 — Any year in
which they do not sound a tekiah (i.e. blow the shofar) in its beginning on Rosh
Hashanah, n9ioa 7% py™mn — they will sound a teruah out of sorrow at its end. " 1xn
Xnyv — What is the reason? Jow 227y'% X571 — Because Satan did not become
confused.

A third teaching of R’ Yitzchak:

Py 137 K1 — And R’ Yitzchak said: mnbnna nww mw Y3 — Any year that is poor in
its beginning, i.e. that Israel behaves on Rosh Hashanah as a pauper, praying and
beseeching God as a poor man pleading for bread,” m9io2a NMWynn — becomes prosperous
at its end, "mWn NMwm, MR — as it is stated: I From the beginning of the year.
am3 'nwn, — And [the term] “from the beginning” is written without an alef, so that it
can be read as meaning “from the poverty.” n™nx 11, — To this the verse concludes: fo
the end of the year, ™R A% W D0 — indicating that its end will be that it will have a
future.

A fourth teaching:
Py 127 X — And R’ Yitzchak said: nyw mnix 5w »wyn nh XOx oxanx prapr — A
person is judged only for his actions of that moment, i.e. even though God knows that
he will act wickedly in the future, God judges him as per his actions as of the present time,
"OW="RIT WK IR HipOx onbK yuwea” MKW — as it is stated regarding Ishmael: For
God has heeded the cry of the youth as he is, there."
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THE MITZVAH OF SHOFAR

Questions:

If one were to blow the shofar with his ears plugged, would he fulfill the mitzvah of
blowing or, does the blower himself need to hear his own blowing?

i.e. is the mitzvah to blow or to listen to the blowing?

Why do we blow shofar on Rosh Hashana?

(1D NIWN WRI

If one sounds a shofar into a pit, or 7IN% R NITH NHY IR N2AN PNHD YINN
into a cistern, or into a large jug, if he 1P DRI XX YNV DIV LIp DR ,0VON
clearly heard the sound of the shofar, RN XY YW naan
he has fulfilled his obligation; but if he

heard the sound of an echo, he has not

fulfilled his obligation.

Rav Huna said: They taught this only D»mIvn 1MRH RHR 11V RH XN 27 MR

with respect to those standing at the  j1x¥ 7122 PNIVN INIR HAR 120 DOW HY
edge of the pit, i.e.,, on the outside,

because for them it's possible to hear
the echo, therefore they must discern
if they hear a pure sound or an echo.
But those standing in the pit itself have
fulfilled their obligation, without having
to think twice if it was an echo or not,
because it's guaranteed to be the pure
sound.
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We see two things from this Gemara:
One person can blow for others; not everyone has to blow.

The blower himself is not xxir if he only hears an echo even though he actually blew.

The Rambam and the Bahag prove from these two points that it must be that the
misvah is not the blowing; the misvah is the hearing.
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The Ritva says two different reasons to why we blow shofar?
To show hashem is king. It was common for kings to have trumpets escort them.

The mitzvah of shofar is to listen; to awaken man to do teshuva, so that he can pray on judgment
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The rambam says as well:

D”1n"

DT D3MIWH DTRN TP WSS 13 R N DNST AT MR WRI W nppnw BYpRe S oanwd onm
phw 53 Doawn pn 03m3 MONT AR DNSWR OR LDONMA N 7IWN2 M 0IWPna WM D3NRTIND PR
MY NI 0o NN 53 awpm o3%opm omamt wnm ornwms wan Sy NS Syr 85 wn o Sam
oown 55 31 2vn tem oNs ven ORs A% mwn O wmey antw oI 95 7w e o 85w nzwnm

The shofar is a Torah law, however there is a hint of a wake-up call. To wake up those
who are sleeping and daydreaming forgetting the truth and distracted by every day
life and wasting a lot of their time with occupations that don't help. To wake up, repent
and leave their old ways.

QUESTION

Why is the beracha 91w 117 yinw"% and not ho1w ny'n 2y like we say by megillah xapn v
n'71an?
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The mitzvah is not to blow, otherwise each person would have to blow the shofar. As
well if one plugged his ears and blew he would be x¥1, but this is not true. The mitzvah

is to listen and even the blower needs to hear it and that's why the beracha is on the
listening.
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Someone who is blowing without
intending to fulfill the mitzvah, has not
fulfilled the mitzvah. As well, someone
who is listening to those blows has not
fulfilled the mitzvah.

The blower and the listener both have
to have in mind that he is blowing for
you.

If the blower is intending to blow for
anyone who is listening and the listener
intended to fulfill the mitzvah through
the blowing since the blower had all in
mind. This is why in shuls even if you
come late and the blower didn't know
it works.

QUESTION
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If the mitzvah is just to hear, then why should the one who blows have to have you in
mind? And why should he have to be someone who is also obligated himself?

Bottom line you're hearing yourself just as much as him, so who cares if he didn’t have you
in mind? Doesn't that prove that there is a part to the mitzvah called "blowing,?
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Rav Moshe Feinstein answers this question beautifully:
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Rav Moshe defends the Rambam by explaining that although the misvah is only to hear, the Torah
is very demanding on what exactly you must hear. You must hear a shofar that you blew for the

purpose of your own misvah. And listening is like blowing.
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DISCUSSION

When should | assume that my judgement happened and when should | assume my
friend’s judgment happened?
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You need to look at yourself as if you are an average who has till yom kippur. But to
your friend you should assume he is a tzaddik, so when you see him on Rosh Hashana
you tell him an>n namo mwhsince he is a tzadik he gets written as a tzadik on Rosh
Hashana.
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Could a Shofar be blown in a city and the people not tremble in fright?!
(Amos 3:6)
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Rav Sadiah Gaon offered ten different messages of the Shofar. Amongst
them is included,

1- A reminder of the Yom HaDin, the day of ultimate judgment.

2- The sound of the Shofar signals the day when the Jewish People will be
gathered in again from various lands of exile.

3- The Shofar is portends the time of the revival of the dead.

4- The Shofar is also a haunting reminder of the destruction of the Temple,
and when our enemies triumphantly blew Shofar.

5- The Shofar is connected with the near sacrifice of Yitzchok and the ram
that was as his replacement.

6- The Shofar reminds us of the corrective words of the Prophets.

7- The Shofar hearkens back to the sounds surrounding the giving of the
Torah at Mt. Sinai.

8- The Shofar alerts us that The King is making a decree and this is His
warning.

9-The Shofar heralds the presence of the King in the Midst of His coronation.
The King is being inaugurated.

10 - The Shofar is meant to inspire fear. About this the Prophet Amos said,
”Could a Shofar be blown in a city and the people not tremble in fright?!,
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