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Week 31

Topic:

LAWS OF SPEAKING THE TRUTH PART 2

TOPIC DISCUSSION

If someone invites me to see his new apartment; should | give my opinion or,
should I just praise it?

Is it pw if | praise itwhen it's not nice?

How about lying for shalom; what are the guidelines for that?
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Learn the following Gemara; understand the Machloket Bet Shamai and Bet Hillel.
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17 270 MaIno

1221 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: %271 5% 1"1p71n 1¥'2 — HOW DO WE DANCE
BEFORE THE BRIDE? What do we say in her presence?”' o™nix "Nnw N2 — BEIS SHAMMAI SAY:

NYTW nina 193 — We praise THE BRIDE AS SHE IS." @nix 5911 n™21 — BUT BEIS HILLEL SAY:
TTIOmM 1181 192 — In all cases we say that she is A BEAUTIFUL AND CHARMING BRIDE.” 1N
557 na% "W N2 115 — BEIS SHAMMAI SAID TO BEIS HILLEL: N110 1K N3N QNI ™7 — NOW,
IF SHE WAS LAME OR BLIND, TTIDM 1181 7192 719 0™MNIX — DO WE SAY ABOUT HER that she is A
BEAUTIFUL AND CHARMING BRIDE? "pPIINn NpW™N23T1, TN 1711071 — BUT THE TORAH HAS SAID:
“l DISTANCE YOURSELF FROM FALSEHOOD. "RnW N5 5% n»a oY 1nX — BEIS HILLEL SAID TO
BEIS SHAMMAL: P11 TR ¥1 npn npw M 03™M219 — ACCORDING TO YOUR VIEW, if SOMEONE
MADE A BAD PURCHASE IN THE MARKET, 1)'Y2 132" iX 11'Y2 1712%? — SHOULD ONE PRAISE IT IN
[THE PURCHASER’S] EYES OR DENIGRATE IT IN HIS EYES? 1172 1217381 "RiX M1 — Of course YOU
WOULD SAY THAT ONE SHOULD PRAISE IT IN HIS EYES.”. We should therefore praise even a
homely bride.” 0™M2N 1NN (X2 — FROM HERE [i.e. this statement of Beis Hillel] THE SAGES
SAID: Ni™M327 DY N27yR oIX SW iny1 Xon 0Y%y9 — A PERSON'S MIND SHOULD ALWAYS BE
MINGLED (i.e. compatible) WITH PEOPLE.

25. Rashi. That is, what praise do we say about the bride when we dance before her? (Shitah Mekubetzes).
[The praises were sung at the dance (Maharsha). See Chochmas Manoach for various homiletic
interpretations.] The expressions of praise for the bride recorded in the Gemara below were recited in
order to enhance the groom’s joy in his fulfillment of the mitzvah to procreate (Kovetz Shiurim §46; see,
however, Shulchan Aruch Even HaEzer 65:1; see also Birkas Avraham).
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RASHI TOSAFOT SUMMARY

What does ®nw N> mean?

Based on her beauty and her prestige.

If there is a blemish, stay silent or find
something praiseworthy; focus on her
praises.

According to this way why doesn't Bet
Hillel agree to this? Bet Hillel feels, if
you only mention good in certain areas,
it would indirectly be saying she has
blemishes. For this reason, you should
praise herin all areas.

Question on staying silent:Question: If
you are quiet when she has a blemish,
then you are not saying anything, so
what's ®’nw nm>d nH5?

Answer: Quiet means don't discuss the
beauty, rather focus more on the family
or the wealth, like the Gemara in Taanit
mentions that a girl has three praises;
family, wealth and beauty.

Bet Shamai agrees that you should say
nice things about the house, but when it
comes to the girl our rabbis should not
initiate people to lie, when the principal
is against the Torah.
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Question:

Why is it not considered lying according to Bet Hillel?
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Maharasha and Taz both say: when a person purchases something, they usually have a
certain charm towards it. Whether it's the house they bought or the woman they married.
Bet Shamai says; still you can't just talk her up since it would be assumed by everyone that
you truly believe that. Bet Hillel argues; since it is standard practice, everyone knows they
you are going to be exaggerating and you are just saying what the person wants to hear.
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YR 1372 7YX 131 Dwn KY9X 121 MK — And R’ IPa said in the name of R’ Elazar
the son of R’ Shimon: ni5wi1 12712 niawb 01X 1% Anm — It is permitted for a person to
deviate from the truth in a matter that threatens the peace, 21 My JaX, MXW — as it
says: ' Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, and they said, “Perhaps Joseph will
nurse hatred against us and then he will surely repay us all the evil that we did him.” So they
instructed that Joseph be told, Your father gave orders etc. before he died saying: "MANN™3
"N R RW RIR Q015 — “Thus shall you say to Joseph: ‘O please, kindly forgive etc. the
spiteful deed of your brothers . .. “/'7
The Gemara adds:

TRiX N2 1371 — R’ Nassan says: myn — It is not only permitted for one to deviate from the
truth in order to preserve the peace, it is even a mitzvah to do so, X XMW MmN, AR

7N M S ynun q‘?:; — as it says when God sent Samuel to anoint David as king
instead of Saul: But Samuel asked, “How can I go? If Saul finds out he will kill me
etc.” So Hashem said, “Take along a heifer, and say, ‘I have come to bring an offering to
Hashem.” '8
A Baraisa extends this idea even further:

Xan 5Rynwn 121 127 — The academy of R’ Yishmael taught a Baraisa: niSwi1 5113 — How
GREAT IS the preservation of PEACE! 12 W X1 71M2 Wil )XW — For EVEN THE HOLY ONE,
BLESSED IS HE, altered the truth FOR the SAKE OF [PEACE]. We can see this from the way God
repeated Sarah’s comments about bearing a child to Abraham. 2'Mn3 X7p"Wn7T — BECAUSE
INITIALLY IT IS WRITTEN that Sarah laughed to herself at the absurdity of having a child
because ”Jp1 WIN), — MY HUSBAND IS OLD!"” '"nipt 1K1, 213 110251 — YET LATER, when God
related her statement to Abraham, IT 1S WRITTEN: “Why is it that Sarah laughed, saying:
‘Shall I in truth bear a child, THOUGH I AM OLD? >’
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A related incident:
MmN MY Xyyn Xp M1 31 — Rav’s wife would aggravate him. 1oi5v *5 »ay a5 mx n
— When he would tell her, “Prepare me lentils,” ynm mb NT2y — she would instead
prepare chimtzei.”” 1y — If he said, “Prepare me chimtzei,” 1pi>v M5 X172y — she
would instead prepare lentils. ' /12 X»1 573 23 — When his son, Chiya, grew up and
would relay his father’s requests to his mother, 1% 7'8% — he would reverse them to her,
so that his father would end up receiving exactly what he had requested.” m% "mx — Upon
receiving the desired dish, and not realizing Chiya’s subterfuge, [Rav] said to him, X9y
MmN ‘:]EJ — “Your mother has improved her ways!” mb qnX — [Chiya] replied to him,
nY RIBX XpT KA1 RIX — “It was actually I who reversed your request to her. ” mb K
— [Rav] replied to him, "Wyx ™Mnx Xp7 um1 — “This bears out the popular saying:
7951 Rnyv rm 011 — ‘[ The child] who comes from you will educate you.”" 1, too,
should have thought of this trick! »i1 ayn b nX — However, you should not do this,
7 MY MY pweIT vy 1mb, mxaw — for it says: ¥ they train their tongue to speak

falsehood, striving etc. to be iniquitous.”™
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DISCUSSION

Was 8170 allowed to do it, however Rav said to avoid it, or is it totally 7108?

Opinion that it was allowed:

DIP”IN NININ
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.D1WH MY 21NOW 110N 11
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Opinion that it is prohibited:
1117 11719
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One is not allowed to lie and say he doesn't have. Shalom only works for something
that happened in the past. To say he didn't do something or he didn’t say something.
But to say | don't have to block a future loan is not permitted even for shalom.

The reason:
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S7PR /ak - RWAMINT RDR e

R9 3p M35 DMATE RPYT R Di%w 071 MbD  huwd TMmBT KD L300 1O0 1w [70Y

e 85 amOw 9273 % 300 Mnat noob Y RN W@ M7 boar LR2IYT Y372
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Something from the past, we are not concerned that you will become accustomed to
lie since its in order to get out of something. But if you lie for the future, then we are
afraid that you may become accustomed to lying.
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0P DINIIN

Be careful, when your friend asks you
for something, don't respond | don't
have it in falsehood; rather push him
off. If a gentile asks you for money and
he will hate you if you say the truth,
then one can lie for shalom. If you can
say, | need it for something else without
lying, its better.

When you see two people having
conversation do not ask them about it
if you know its private, because that will
cause them to lie.

Stay away from liars; especially in
business stay away from lying. Speaking
the untruth is very tempting and one
needs wisdom to avoid lying.
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vRWNY 912 1PN KD NIyn 19 1PN DRY 0
119179 PR IM1H 210 NP 170 IRIW 8D 11N
PR DR HW INYTA 5N HON IR 0HWY DT
W MY 91D DR 1N HW IV 1D IRIY
N7 PIVa OR DR DIPNYH MR PR IR HaAR
YV TWIY DT WY DRIV XD mnTH Hor
19 DPPNIRN PR NNR MIR RINWD 1970R 1IPW

0292719 PR ApW

TXD 1972w 1IPW? DOINRYW OTR DI XD
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NOPW 11MN wpan INR HIR 7197 XRH 0nraw
72 M1 TS mHh NN IR RNW PIvn 1D

JIPWNY RN 0°INR 0271 1NIR PHD?
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JNwHa Honh 0IRH AR

1 When a woman goes to the mikvah it is not proper that anyone other than her husband know.

2l Therefore if a woman is asked where she is going and she is going to the mikvah she may say she

is going to this and this place
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HALACHIC DISCUSSION

There are poskim that are of the opinion that lying is only permitted for the sake of peace,
on something which already happened, but for an occurrence which did not yet happen
one is not permitted to lie even if it is for peace.

For example: if someone comes to you asking for a loan and you don't trust him. Are you
allowed to say | don't have money? One could argue it's to keep Shalom?

JWID 'NND

IPW? MOX MV WPRY DWW 12 ANA% 7317 13°K OXW 150 12270 0°71°01 1903 AND SN
WPIANT M3 1MIYY 1707 137 K237 DPTE MIAIRDY .NINALI 1R AP ROR % PR
APWY 1M DY 037 AR WwR 0Wn1 DRNWRY 2107 WRY DPR2W N3 73 AR
2707 0Wn MIWH 1PN R, YR 12 8719Y2 172 21K 170w WP 2p3°Y NHK NN 150
NN Y gRW £M13101 2°pYI0 0UINR 22 197K ,720 Yy ’HR 019w 30m nuw 1nn XYW
IVINW YT ORW IRVI.WY 7 PRY 112 219w 100 pwY I TWwR 013791, 10
OPRY WY, ROIA2 WWn WRWI WY1 . MR WRY 2192 1% Mva Az wRw 12 mrews ovy

Halacha: if you know he would be insulted if he would say he didn't lend him because
he doesn't trust him without lying. One could be lenient.

FAKE BID

Are you allowed to bid a higher amount in order to get someone to pay more for an Aliyah,
on the notion that if you get stuck with it, you will pay the shul a discounted price?

How about a person who gets up at an Aliyah and says | will donate $10,000 just to get
others to give more but he really intends to give less?
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ma5n’ Paon: ona "Hya 101 027 NY2IR $1aW — ON ACCOUNT OF one of FOUR THINGS THE
PROPERTY OF HOMEOWNERS IS APPROPRIATED BY THE AUTHORITIES: D'115 NiMvw n1wn by —
ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE homeowners WHO RETAIN PAID-UP LOAN DOCUMENTS; ) ma72 n9n by —
ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE homeowners WHO LEND MONEY WITH INTEREST; "

I K5 ninnb o2 pEY MY YY1 — ON ACCOUNT OF THOSE HOMEOWNERS WHO HAD THE
ABILITY TO PROTEST, BUT DID NOT PROTEST; 1Ini1 11'X) 01312 11y D'poisw Sy — AND ON
ACCOUNT OF THOSE homeowners WHO PLEDGE money to CHARITY IN PUBLIC AND DO NOT GIVE,
i.e. they do not honor their pledge.
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The Gemarahisreferringtothosepeople  Hyawi1°7n:171031 017X 07292 NPT IPOID
who announce donation amounts in 01°R1 N1 NPTIX PPPOID n'jvnpn thtahlalakigh!
publicbutdon'tfulfill it completely. They  x5x 725 YT 70 XOW DNIRY ,ND1D DN

justify; that they announce the amount IR D171 1INYW 0INR 9w
for others to give.

PNRY NNIN

During an appeal, one is not allowed to announce a larger donation than he is planning
to give, even if the point is for others to give more money.

* Mishlei 10:31
nien, The
off. The lips

fs"pennitted to bend
accomplish the desired
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A woman who is asked if she is pregnant may say she is not, in order for people not to
know her private business.

When traveling on an airplane one is asked beforehand if he packed everything and
if there are any packages that you may have received from others. One is allowed
to answer that he did not receive any packages from others even if he knows there
is a package from his friend in the suitcase. The reason why doing so is permitted is
because, the point of the question is to inquire if there are any “suspicious” objects
onboard. Since the passenger knows that there are no such items in his suitcase, he
may say that there are no packages from anyone inside.

When a woman goes to the mikvah it is not proper that anyone other than her husband
know.Therefore if a woman is asked where she is going and she is going to the mikvah
she may say she is going to this and this place.

One who is getting a ride from someone can say he is going to a close place even if he
is not in order not to bother the driver.So too one who sees his friend may miss his ride
can say it is later than it is really in order to get the friend to make his ride.

One who is asked if it is true that he has a lot of money can say no if he is concerned of
ayin hara and does not want other people to become jealous.

One who is shipping fragile objects such as matzah can write the word ,glass” on the
box in order that it should be dealt with properly.

There is an opinion in the poskim who says if one is sleeping and someone wants to
reach him, it can be said he is not home. The reason is because when one sleeps it is
as if he is not present in the house
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