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Week 30

Topic:

LAWS OF SPEAKING THE TRUTH

TOPIC DISCUSSION

The importance of speaking the truth.

Is it prohibited to listen to falsehood?

When is lying permitted?

How significant it is for children to be taught not to lie.

Are "white lies” prohibited?

THE QUESTION OF THE DAY:

If one wants to get what he deserves but will not be able to without lying, is he
allowed to lie?

For example: someone wrote me a check and | lost it, can | write myself out
another check, without telling him?
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Another Amoraic statement concerning flatterers:
NX2K 172 M7 121 MR — R’ Yirmiyah bar Abba said: m»ow 15 niSapn PR ninn yax —
Four classes of sinners do not receive the Divine Presence: © ox"% ny — the class of
scoffers, D011 N31 — the class of flatterers o™Mpw N1 — the class of liars, Tiw"g ™MDon n:
v — and the class of those who speak lashon hara."

R’ Yirmiyah bar Abba expounds his statement:

EILU NE'EMARIN CHAPTER SEVEN SOTAH 42a
#ary¥5-NR T qwn, 22037 o N3 — The class of scoffers does not receive the Divine
Presence, as it is written: ' He withdrew His hand from scoffers. =3, 2M2T DT NI
#R121 qan Mm% XY — The class of flatterers does not receive the Divine Presence, as it is
written: ''!' for before Him no flatterer shall come. 113"X5 D™MpW 124, 2MN27T DMPY N2
'y 115 — The class of liars does not receive the Divine Presence, as it is written: '” one
who tells lies shall not be established before My eyes. X% 3, 2237 y1i1 11w ™MBzon N3
7y 0 XS nx ywn yen-9x% — The class of those who speak lashon hara does not
receive the Divine Presence, as it is written: Y/ For You are not a God Who desires
wickedness; evil cannot abide with You, ¥ 7702 M X5 71 anX pr1¥ — which means:

You, Hashem, are righteous; therefore evil cannot dwell in Your abode. ¥

N
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There are 4 different places where the Torah speaks about lying:
(1-220) DINMW

PTENTND p MIRON P R PR YR
nboM DipE WY TN 2 npn NP MY m o ipw

“From falsehood one should distance.”

(R?7-19%) RIPN

VR IPYNTNDY WD N iDRvIoN
DnN PoPM REY mwa WD) rinvapa

“One should not lie to his friend or swear in the name of God falsely.”

(1-8{) 09NN

7335 1isvnb B 3T T Ay he 5P | EeeNG, tane
~5y5-5: RimyE P50 PINCRRDD P DRSS Y

“Words of lies shall not be placed opposite my eyes.”

(7-v) "M

1T ND NN OAT NP BN -
1&5: M0 Y137 z:mw% w:&

“They taught their tongue to speak falsehood.”
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TEACHING CHILDREN NOT TO LIE
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Another statement by the same Amora:
X7 121 MR — And R’ Zeira said: *n 75 R3nm1 xpanb vk xmb XY — A person
should not say to a child, “I will give you something,” m% 2"m X% — and then not
give it to him, X1p"w MRS "NXT DWn — because he thereby teaches him to lie,
mpw12T Owd 1S, mR— as it is stated: they train their tongue to speak
falsehood."

N\ J

Question: why is it only an issue of your child learning to lie; shouldn’t it be a problem
that false words came out of your mouth?
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Even if you intend to do it for the right reason; for example, you want to get your son excited for the
Mitzvah of Lulav, so you say you will get him one and you don’t end up getting him one. In the end,
you are training your son that it is not that important to keep a word.
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The Pele Yoetz writes that one should reward children that speak the truth and punish
those who lie; it is very important.

DON'T BE THE JUDGE

YIXn — KM N9 Nn-vd /7™

D23 MATNR BH (57 7Y 5 IM22 0 R YD ND 030 Tam AT 7w R
IMATTNR MINT ST KDY 12 R M2 WNTOD N KDY DUTTIR NiRT? 1757 83
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When someone would see tzaraat in his house he would call the kohen and say "like” a
nega | found in my house. Since without a kohen declaring a nega it is not tammei; it is
untruthful to call it a nega.

72 N1IoN

Rav Safra was once praying Shemawhen  pon1H 1w X190 17 13132 ,12192 DNR 9217
acustomerwalkedinandofferedaprice  x7p PnwW NYWA 17199 TR R NONH IR
on the item. Rav Safra stayed silent, he  p 74931972 Ponn *9 1019 MR YW DR
thought Rav Safra was unhappy with 43305 ,ynw nxp X11p N7NW 2191 101V R
the price, so he kept raising the offer. 90171 1990 0MT 1IN AN 0 ROW AT
WhenRav Safra was done he told the X190 17 070w INKY AN 791 79 1IN IR
man, lets go back to the first offer. When NNRY DT PONN 910,19 MR YNW DR

you offered itto me in my mind | agreed 95 0I5 YT PR DT MKW AWK
to sell, I just wasn't able to talk; that's an

honest person.
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X237 "X — Rava said: XX mi7 wrn — At first I used to say that xnbya xowp x»H —
there is no truth in the world (i.e. there is no person who speaks only the truth). *5 =nx
13271 X111 — But then one of the rabbis said to me, mnw nav 371 — and Rav Tavus
was his name, MY ML 21 n‘; MnX! — and some say that Rav Tavyomei was his
name, Xn5y7 1551 53 M5 121 M7 !XT — that even if they would give him all the riches
“/in the world, mM2r12 wn M X% — he would not tell a lie. “ He related the following
story to me: NInx Xy1Y WHPIR XTT K3 — Once, I visited a certain town mmw xvwP) —
by the name of Kushta " ymmar1a nwn 11 X9 — [whose inhabitants] would not tell a
lie, M X%2 onim WK N1 M X951 — and none of the people from there died before
his time. “ 131m Xnnx 1201 — I married a woman from among them, 12 1R "5 mm
2 — and I had two sons by her.

The narrative continues in the third person:
T X — One day, Xy™ Xonn Kp) w01 xam M — his wife ' was sitting and
washing her hair. Y Xg1X X970 N33 '®"NX — Her neighbor came and knocked on
the door, asking to speak to her. RyIX 1IN RS 120 — Thinking that it would not be
proper to tell the neighbor that his wife was washing her hair, 1% "X — he said to [the
neighbor]: X371 X' — “She is not here.” 112 1NN M5 12W — Subsequently, his two
sons died. MY MK MRS XINKT WK MK — The people of that town came to him and
asked him: X1 "X — “What is the reason for this?” mpyn mi1 271 1115 7K — He told then
what had happened. */ m5 1y — They said to him: 72m Xmvna — “We beg you, p1o
I"INKR — leave our town, MWINX 312 XN 312 M0 X9 — and do not incite death
against these people!”
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Question: A woman was suing her
brothers in court for a portion in her
father's inheritance which according
to secular law she is intitled to. The
brothers wanted to forge a will stating
in the name of her father that she is not
intitled to it , in order to uphold torah
law. Is it permitted or is that lying?

Answer: The rabbi brings a gemara
which says that Rabbi Yochanan would
push the witnesses to state that they
saw the moon when they did not, just
to withhold the embarrassment of the
court system. So too, to uphold torah
law it should be permitted.

Be very careful not to allow secular
courts to find out, as it will cause a Hillul
Hashem.
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False speech is also a terrible ailment that is
very widespread among people, but it has
various levels. There are people whose very
profession is speaking falsehood. These
are the ones who constantly concoct total
fabrications from their imagination simply in
order to generate conversation among people
or so that they will be considered among the
wise and as knowledgeable about many things.

There are others who are close to the level of
thefirstgroup although they are not completely
like them. These are the ones who fabricate
details in their stories and conversations. It's
not their actual profession to go around and
concoct stories and happenings that never
occurred and never will occur. However,
when they come to recount some matter,
they intersperse among their words whatever
falsehood enter their mind and they accustom
themselves to this practice until it becomes
second nature to them. These are sort of liars
whose words it is impossible to believe, since
one cannot distinguish between truth and
falsehood they contain. These people suffer
because they have already ingrained this evil
practice within themselves to their point, they
can't speak the truth.

There are others that don't practice constantly
but do not care to distance from it, and if it
presents itself, they will say it. Many times,
they will say a falsehood as a joke without
evil intentions. All this is against the will of the
creator. Hashem says distance from falsehood,
to run away.

Hashem'’s signet is truth. If that's what he signs
off on, imagine if you do the opposite, how
abominable it must be to him.

The world stands on emet. When you lie, you
are removing the foundation of the world.
When you live by emet you are upholding the
pillar of the world.

No reason to lengthen on this, since logic
dictates that one should speak the truth.
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Someone who possesses this character
trait is the shame of men and the
disgrace of the nation. Behold, even
among gentiles, whose mouth speak in
vain and their right is false, have among
them people that are very careful not to
speak lies. This is because integrity sees
and knows that it is a practice which is
ugly, loathsome and abominable. This is
the punishment of a liar- even if he says
the truth people do not listen to him, for
he has acquired a bad reputation as a
liar, deceiver, and one in whose mouth
nothing is straight. In the opposite
sense, a person who speaks the truth
acquires a good reputation, and even if
sometimes he changes for the sake of
peace and other similar circumstances,
his words are heeded.
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Hazon Ish Emunah Ubitachon linear Translation

The issue to be discussed is about

the correct trait of truth
versus the bad trait of falsehood

for our sages were extremely particular about it,

the depravity is widespread

and the damage it causes is immense.
Any deviation from the truth

in our speech

is called a lie.

Lying is to be condemned

not only because of deceit

that it is being used

in order to achieve some expected gain
at the expense of one fellow man,

but as well any change

that does not aim to cause harm,
even when telling an insignificant story
is called lying

and is included in the sin of falsehood
As it is said in Baba Metzia 23b

in these three things

the rabbis are allowed to change ones words
.about a masechet1 etc

these were allowed

only because

telling the truth

,has an aspect of disgracing someone
,50 we chose to alter ones speech
;and deviate from the truth

but in other matters

like them

even if they are insignificant

and lying about them doesn't cause
any deception to one’s fellow man

is still considered lying.

The rabbis spoke harshly about it
Gemara Sanhedrin 77a

a rabbi said to him
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1 Three things: 1. did you finish a certain 2 ,n20n. anything to do with intimacy 3. is this person

a good host?

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



1117021 A1NR - WIR TN

if you were to give me all the treasures of the world
| wouldn't deviate from the truth

it once happened

| went to a place

S“that was called “truthc<

no one would deviated from the truth
and no one there would die

.before his time

I married a women from there

.and had two sons from her

One day

my wife was washing her hair

and the neighbor came

and knocked on the door

(I thought it wasn't proper (to say

and so | said) she is not here)

2 .his two sons died

we see a deviation of the truth

.is punishable by death chas veshalom
Another Gemara Sanhedrin 92a
whoever changes his words from truth to falsehood
it is as if he worshiping idols

[by deviating) it states [Yaakov tells Rivkah3)
I will be in his (Yitzchak) eyes like a liar
and by (idols) it states

they are like an act of falsehood

we see from the Pasuk of Yaakov

if not that it was permitted based on
heavenly spirit that Rivkah possessed
it would have been considered a sin
that the sages related to stringently
.as if he is worshiping idols

(Another gemara says (ibid 102a

leave my presence

(because it says in psalms (101;7

a speaker of lies cannot abide

.before me

It says in Gemara Hagiga 14b'
when you reach
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2 Whereupon the people of the town came and demanded an explanation and when he told
them what happened they asked him to please leave the town, so as not to bring death to the town.
3 Rivkah told her son to go “steal” the berachot from esav by going to his father wearing esav

garments to deceive Yitzchak his father and get the berachot. Yaakov who lived by the truth didn’t want to

do it.
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to the pure marble floor

don't say water, water

.because it says hold back from lying
We see in the gemara, people that deviated
(like the story of ulla (baba kama 11a
not only from himself4

this is included

in the three situations5

as they were concerned

that it was not polite

to speak out against a sage

and that the sage might insult them
and that things would get offensive
and they found for sake of peace

.to deviate for this

It must be so

for there is a question

why did they avoid confrontation
there is an obligation upon the sage
to bring out as much torah as possible
it is prohibited to hold back resources
who permitted to avoid saying
therefore it must be

he found in such a situation

concerns that necessitated one distance himself from

so as not to put oneself in the test
if one was permitted to refrain
from engaging in Talmudic debates
in order to maintain

a measure of caution and diligence
one is also allowed to

deviate from the truth

if it is hateful

the slight lie

that doesn't harm anyone with his deceit
it is doubly abominable

purposeful deceit

speaking with a barbed tongue
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4 In discussion of whether one can collect debt by taking slaves from the orphans. Ulla said
to Rav Nachman only from the debtor himself. When Rav Nachman left the room, Ulla said to those
present, that really according to rabbi Elazar one may collect from the orphans as well.

5 Gemara in baba Metzia says that there are 3 scenarios a rabbi may deviate- 1) if he learnt

something 2) privacy of his home 3) how a host treated him
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using lies

and plots calculated

to trick one’s fellow man

the sages called this illness

stealing the mind

In chullin 94a

you cant deceive the minds of the people
even idol worshippers

and the gemara there goes in length
with many details
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(the ramban wrote in commentary on (berishit 34:13 a™ 1" n'wx12 AMA "92 |"anna DI

that the people of Shechem
deserved to be put to death
according to torah law

for not observing the seven laws
and not establishing a law system
seeing they abducted dina

and violated her

and still

yaakov did not agree to them
because they used a rused

since the people of Shechem
were convinced of the honesty
and integrity

that they would not harm them
great is the sin of the

scroundrel

who in his great effort

to imitate a torah scholar

in dress, speech and movements
So as to win the hearts

of townspeople

causes them to trust him

and believe in him

and with this trust

he profits

to spew falsehood

for his own benefit

doing many bad deeds

to fill his pockets

and covering his deceitfulness with his smooth talk
presenting himself as innocent
and incapable of deceit
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as if his ways are straight DYM I'TT 7 17'RDI
he walks righteous and his words truthful 7T¥ 72T D'N Y710

Rambam - how one should speak.
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The Rambam gives an outline description of what a true Talmid Hacham is. Someone
who speaks softly, doesn't change his words, conducts business honestly. On such the
verse states: “You are my servant, the jewish people by which | am glorified”.
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1im. Perek 7) already
The Sages (Shgchar Tov, rrffelzl:; a pit. The bigger tt:' O hia T
analogy that lying got mart Woe unto the genera 19 'y
the pit was married unto it. il especially among merc an'fs
situation! Lying has becomeé, as it, p deceptive scales, and they lie in their
— the merchants have in their hands Wi ot Iue. of the kushti: gad
negotiations by saying, ”Such-amd-suce O this, but they aluE SR
such-and-such an amount they gav? t-o i 1;t of industriousness and cleverness
oaths falsely, and they think that this 15 Pér‘n cone who does not do this in these
in how to make a profit. They say that so O of lics is savor S
generations does not eat bread. Therefore, the DT h

{ sins, we are a shame to our
To the point, that because of our numerous / it et
neighbors. The gentiles say, “It is a known thlrfg that Jews Comd . thp V\?n,
speak deviously, and there is not found in their mouths a word of tru h. oe
unto us for the desecration of G-d’s name. Certainly, whoever does this does
not see a sign of blessing. If he sees a brief sign of blessing, it will leave him
in the middle of his days, since he made his wealth without justice. If he will
experience, “The way of the wicked is successful...”, it will be wealth
preserved for its owner’s demise and his end will be repulsive. In the World
to Come his teeth will grate on gravel, and his descendants will seek bread,
for when prohibited money becomes mixed together with permitted money,
the former destroys the latter — like the story of the daughter of Nakdimon
ben Gurion which is brought in the Talmud (Ketubot 66b).

The lies that the merchants tell are almost

could just say, “This item costs such-and-
less.”

said in the way of an
e lies became, the more
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peace and other similar €irc
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unnecessary. If he would want, he
such an amount. I cannot sell it for

ike the saying of our Sages (Taanit
ker of g0ssip?” Even if he thinks he
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