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Topic:

TISHA B'AV

TOPIC DISCUSSION:

What's the feeling one should have on the day of Tisha B'Av?

Why at mid-day does the mourning slow down, if the Bet Hamikdash was
still being burnt?
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On the Ninth of Av it was decreed ,pIRYH 10127 RHW I1PNIAR HY 911 AR NYWNA
upon our ancestors that they would ,3psa p1oh%1 w1 ,NNWRIA NPan 29M
all die in the wilderness and not enter U0 DWANN
Eretz Yisrael; and the Temple was

destroyed the first time, in the days

of Nebuchadnezzar, and the second

time, by the Romans; and Beitar was

captured; and the city of Jerusalem was

plowed, as a sign that it would never be

rebuilt.

"When the month of Av enters, we ONNWA PP0VYNN AR 0101WnN
reduce our joy...”

Rav Pappa said: Therefore, in the case  mpxT YW 921 9990 RDD 17 MK VO M)
of aJew who has litigation with a gentile,  y3591 987 P10 VINW? 151 *THa R Y

when the Jews fortune is bad, and he

should make himself available in Adar,
when his fortune is good.

Does this apply to the entire month of av, or just till Tisha B'Av?

7173192 N1wn

The entire month, if not possible, push  nR 7Y 9”51 ,919R% N™ 7Y R”APDH N”IN
it off till after Tisha B'Av. :NNWI PUYNN AR YWD
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The custom is not to have meat or wine  onxy Hy PMnNnYH DHM1 WW 0 HY KR

from the day after Rosh Hodesh Av. This ~ %9m Snn 17 mnwYH ®KHWI WA H1IRY RHW

ruling extends to chicken as well. 2NN DIPN HoN ,AR2 U IR TY TN T
, : . YmnH XRHW HRIW? PR 0HWINL VIWON

One is allowed to drink wine of

havdallah AR WTIN WRI INRW 01" RHR 7w ND1ORN

91V W11 9Kk 010K

9720 YW P MNWH 1nm

ANNWY NuwH

PW IO ¥R DMIYRIT P27 M DT mYnaKT amm T WK

733 ORI - T NMYR DPRY - MIP1AK UM byn 9m om”
TINIT 021,07 NYWNA %1 PE10MY  NMIVIAwT RwOw nYhnn
NIDDY ,AK1 YWD 27¥3 MK NSOW 2w ,aK3a L 1 Snw yiawa
/RDD? TIRDT AWTPN N2 9wl N MYy RN DA KT MY

HPIN NK 12 2135 MR AW 1A, 010 MY ORKY 1YY AR ywnav
S 5V 19 IK X1 ,WIpna WRIT NK NV IRW 21510 ,M72IKT N
191 ,79°5N0 naS1 Sva qoynah - nnwa 12% oTp 1%pn KOW 3
QW2 WA 'K P70 73PN 180 2713 191 YORT DY KP1 MIRDD Dy 0wy

If you follow the laws of the three weeks and its stages, it seems to follow a sequence
from lenient to strict.

We don't have parties during the three weeks, then comes the 9 days; we don't eat
meat or drink wine and then comes Tisha B’Av we don't eat at all. This is all to mourn
of the destruction that took place on Tisha B'Av.

When do we stop the mourning? By midday of Tisha B'Av, we get up from the floor,
we start putting tefillin by minha, wasn't the peak of the fire then, the destruction
happened at that time, should we not be mourning the most at that time?
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Halacha 1: whenever one of the four fasts falls out on shabbat we push the fast to
Sunday, since we do not want to bring suffering closer.

Halacha 2: since the fast will be Sunday, the rules of Seuda Hamafseket are not limited.
One is allowed to have meat or drink winem since its shabbat.

Halacha 3: According to Maran, if tisha b’av fast gets pushed off to Sunday, one does
not have to refrain from his regular shabbat activities.
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Thoughtful question:

Vv n'o 1 p7n 170 vav
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3 B D ppd oy — Shedn W37 PICH oE3

A boy turns thirteen on the tenth of av, which on a normal year would be a day after
tisha b”av and would not have to fast. But this year we all will be fasting on the 10th of
av, is the boy required to fast.

Some may want to explain the question with the following understanding: is the fast
on Sunday a make up fast for shabbat or a totally new fast established by the rabbis
on Sunday.

To which according to the latter, the boy should have to fast.

There have been those that were lenient but Rabbi Vosner writes that the rabbis
established anyone capable on fasting on this is obligated to join the tzibur in the fast,
for this reason the boy must fast.
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RABBI AKIVA AND THE SAGES DEBATE POST DESTRUCTION;
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Having listed four instances of prophets annulling the decrees of an earlier prophet, the

Gemara cites an incident from which it is seen that one prophet (Zechariah) overrode the
words of another prophet (Uriah).™ The Gemara first introduces a related episode:
TIT2 RPN RIPY 127 YW 27 MY 12 yHR 27 503 127 M7 1291 — And once, after
the destruction of the Temple, Rabban Gamliel, R’ Elazar ben Azariah, R’ Yehoshua
and R’ Akiva were traveling on the road, mv9on Mmin Sw minag 5ip wnw) — and they
heard the sound of the Roman crowds in the plaza of [Rome] ' oy nxn [pina3al
5Mm — one hundred and twenty mil [away], 1"212 ¥>'nnmM — and they started to weep.
PN XY 127 — But R’ Akiva was smiling. 1% X — They asked him: inx i 290
pnwn — For what reason are you smiling? 072 onx i 29n onx) n:_jj'g "X — He
replied to them: And you, for what reason are you weeping? i X — They
answered him: Vpwm ML2 PaYP 01221 NTIAYY DMvp DraYyY? onnnwny oned B —
These heathens who bow down to idols and burn incense to idolatry live in
security and in calm, gy 1:’n51,5 "',,7.31 oY1 N2 X1 — and as for us, the house which is
the footstool of our God (i.e. the Temple) is consumed

WNX3 — in fire, 1331 X% — should we not weep?

R’ Akiva then explained why he smiled in the face of tragedy:
179 "X — He said to them: prniyn 1 735 — For this very reason I am smiling! " i
72 111¥1 M2y — For if such is the reward for those who transgress His will, that they
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dwell in such security and calm, 231 3 NAX 5y 12i¥7 Wwiy5 — then for those who do His
will, how much more so; how much greater reward can they expect!”

oowrh phiy va nax oys 2w — On another occasion they [the four Sages of the
previous story] were coming up to Jerusalem after the destruction of the Temple. 1173
D2 1y DivT 1Y wunw — When they reached the Mount of Tzofim © and were
able to see the city of Jerusalem in its destruction, they rent their garments. " wamy 1
nan ‘IUL; — When they came to the Temple Mount 0w p "R nan Xyw '7;11!:7’ AN —
they saw a fox emerging from the Holy of Holies, '312 71 1901 — and they started to
weep. pri¥n Xawpy 127 — But R’ Akiva smiled. e X — They said to him: inx m non
pryn — For what reason are you smiling? 042 onx m 191 0% "X — He replied to
them: For what reason are you weeping? "np1 29pa 21m,, 12 2IN3W Dipn i Mnx —
They said to him: A place about which it is written: the non-Kohen who approaches
shall die,” 2331 X9 712-13%1 Dy, Moy — and now foxes prowl over it! © Should
we not weep?

R’ Akiva then explained why he was smiling:
179 "X — He said to them: priyn 1x 735 — For this very reason I am smiling, 2mn237 —
for it is written: " m2721 12 DI NN 1120 MK DX DR oy % YR, — 1 will
summon trustworthy witnesses for Myself, [the two prophets] Uriah the Kohen and
Zechariahu ben Yeverechiahu. 131 HYX mMMK Ty i 31 — Now, what connection
does Uriah have with Zechariah? nw wipna mon NwsY wipna mMX — Uriah
prophesied during the era of the First Temple,  whereas Zechariah prophesied during
the era of the Second Temple; ) why then are they mentioned together? 21271 nbn NX5x
MK S oinxm; ot Swoinkia) — Rather, by mentioning the two prophets together
Scripture made the prophecy of Zechariah dependent upon the prophecy of Uriah.
103303 mmIN2 — In the prophecy of Uriah it is written: [121] wann mw 1y 03553 125,
— Therefore, because of you, Zion will be plowed over like a field [etc.]; Jerusalem will
become heaps of rubble and the Temple Mount will become like stone heaps in the forest.""
213 1212 — In the prophecy of Zechariah it is written: " niafma nipn oupt 1w 1y
09w — Old men and old women will once again sit in the streets of Jerusalem.
R’ Akiva concludes:

MR 5w inx1m) mnpny X5W Ty — As long as the prophecy of Uriah had not been

fulfilled, X700 M1 — I had feared 121 5w inx1a) ovpnn X5W — that the prophecy

of Zechariah would not be fulfilled. 1™Mx 5w inx1a) mampnaw »way — Now that the

prophecy of Uriah has been fulfilled, and Jerusalem and the Temple Mount are totally

desolate, NMpnn M1 SW iNX™NY Y1112 — it is certain that the prophecy of Zechariah

will be fulfilled. "’

The Rabbis accepted R’ Akiva’s reasoning:
% 1mx i 1wha — They (R Akiva’s colleagues) thereupon said to him these words:

unRmY NPY unnm X3Py — Akiva, you have comforted us; Akiva, you have
14

comforted us.
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THE KERUBIM:
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The Gemara does not respond to these challenges and turns instead to discussing the
positioning of the cherubim themselves:
iy 11 133 — How did [the cherubim] stand , i.e. in which direction did they face? a1
AMy5K 1 i — This is disputed by R’ Yochanan and R’ Elazar. 7nx 11 — One says: DiTas
X 5x v — They stood with their faces toward one another , as it states:"” with their
faces toward one another. "% 1M — And the other one says: n125 oimp — Their faces were
pointed toward the House, i.e. eastward towards the Holy, as it states:" with their faces
toward the House.

The Gemara asks how each view explains the verse that seems to accord with the opposing
opinion:
IR 5% WX DD KT 18091 — And according to the one who says that they stood with
their faces toward one another, “n2% ooy, 213 N1 — but it is written: with their
faces toward the House. — ? —

The Gemara answers:
xwp XY — This is not a difficulty. nipn YW iy pwiy Sx1ww o2 (83 — Here , where it
states that they faced one another, it refers to a time when Israel does the will of the
Omnipresent, Dipn YW 12i¥7 Py Sx7w? XY M1 183 — whereas here, where it states
that they faced the House, it refers to a time when Israel does not do the will of the
Omnipresent.

The Gemara asks:

HAMOCHEIR PEIROS CHAPTER SIX BAVA_BASRA 99a
mab oo KT 189 — And according to the one who says that the cherubim stood
with their faces toward the House, "1vm5'5>___< WX OimImy, 23 Xt — but it is written:
with their faces toward one another.” — ? —

The Gemara answers:
TIITYN *T7¥RT — In truth, they faced the House. Nevertheless, this verse teaches that [their
faces] were angled so that they partially faced each other as well.

The Gemara cites a corroboratory Baraisa:
N2NT — As it was taught in a Baraisa: 71X 137 019p1IX — ONKELOS THE CONVERT SAID:
1T “DWNYY Tyn, D¥N2 — THE CHERUBIM WERE FORMED LIKE CHILDREN,"™ o oy 1mivm —
AND THEIR FACES WERE ANGLED towards each other, 1271 "o 'l"n‘;:j; — LIKE the face of A
STUDENT TAKING LEAVE OF HIS TEACHER."”
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DURING THE DESTRUCTION THE KERUBIM WERE FACING EACH OTHER
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W3 omEN DINED MmN !”Hnnﬂ.ly N7 2 '-nsﬁtn [ jgna) 5: & N P 1D 1RY BPDT TIM DPBD
wpY v mx — Reish Lakish said: 527%1% om21 wo101w nywa — When the gentiles
entered the Sanctuary, ? m2 m1 1™Mivna 0213 X1 — they saw the Cherubim joined
together. ' X1 pw5 pxyin — They took them out to the marketplace, “ and they
said, 5% 1n%%P m272 oA B XY — “These Jews — whose blessing is a
blessing and whose curse is a curse — -15'?3 o™M272 poy? — should be involved in
these matters?!” ° anxaw 01511 1 — Immediately, they debased them, as it says, ©
MY INTTD M mr1aon 53, — All who once respected her, debased her, for they
saw her nakedness."

1. The Gemara’s metaphor describing the relationship between God and the Jewish people in terms of the
relationship between man and woman is reminiscent of the metaphor employed by King Solomon in 1w
o, Songs of Songs. Indeed, a common feature between the embracing Cherubim [i.e. their location]
and Song of Songs is that both are called 1R wWip, holy of holies (see Foreword to ArtScroll Shir
HaShirim, where R’ Mordechai Gifter offers several insights in explanation of these issues).

The most accurate allegory for the closeness of God and the Jewish people is the love of a man and
woman, groom and bride, husband and wife. In this vein, Rambam says (Hil. Teshuvah 10:3): “What is the
proper love [for God]? It is to love Hashem with an exceedingly great and intensely powerful love until he
is constantly enraptured by it and stricken like a lovesick individual, whose mind is at no time free from
his passion for a particular woman, the thought of her filling his heart at all times, when sitting down or
rising up, when eating or drinking. Even more intense should the love of Hashem be in the hearts of those
who love Him, and this love should constantly absorb him as commanded us in the phrase -5321 7225532
AWy, [And you shall love Hashem, your God,] “with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy
6:5). Solomon expressed this allegorically in the verse "x magx n%in=3, “for I am sick with love” (Song of
Songs 2:5). The entire Song of Songs is indeed an allegorical description of this love.”

2. During the destruction of the Temple.

3. It would seem strange that the Cherubim would be facing each other during the destruction of the
Temple: The Gemara in Bava Basra 99a teaches that [according to one view], the Cherubim faced each
other only when the Jewish people were performing God’s will; when the Jews were not performing God’s
will they faced away from each other. Since the Temple was destroyed because of the sins of the Jewish
people, one would not have expected to find the Cherubim in embrace then.

Ri Migash explains that God wished to offer the conquering gentiles a glimpse of what the love between
Him and the Jewish people had been (cited in Shitah Mekubetzes to Bava Basra loc. cit., first answer; cf.

\\ second answer).
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THE TENTH OF AV:
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The Gemara cites a Baraisa that notes and reconciles the apparent discrepancy between
these two accounts.
XuN — And it was taught in a Baraisa: Miwya 7nx) 123 MW ayawa i WHK IR — IT
IS NOT POSSIBLE TO SAY that the Temple was destroyed on THE SEVENTH of Av, as would
appear from the verse in Kings, BECAUSE IT IS ALREADY STATED in Jeremiah that the incident
took place ON THE TENTH. 1yawa 1K) N33 MW Miwya 7mid QWK 1X) — AND IT IS NOT
POSSIBLE TO SAY the Temple was destroyed ON THE TENTH of Av, as would appear from the
verse in Jeremiah, BECAUSE IT IS ALREADY STATED in Kings that the incident took place ON
THE SEVENTH. X' Ni1 — HOW IS IT that these verses can be reconciled?

N\
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5215 B3 10221 MYIW2 — ON THE SEVENTH, THE HEATHENS ENTERED THE SANCTUARY, 1723K)
MMy WY 12 15p5p) — AND THEY ATE AND PERFORMED DEPRAVED ACTS THERE ON THE
SEVENTH AND EIGHTH. M1 NX 2 1My 12wnS 7mp wwwnl — AND ON THE NINTH, TOWARDS
EVENING, THEY SET FIRE TO IT, 1913 01 53 759 pY17 %1 — AND IT CONTINUED TO BURN THE
ENTIRE DAY of the tenth of Av, 727y=%5y 111 oing map=13 1Y MK, KW — AS IT IS STATED:
WOE UNTO US THAT THE DAY HAS DECLINED, THAT THE SHADOWS OF EVENING ARE APPROACHING.'”’
1am1 127 7XT 1M — And thus did R’ Yochanan say, in light of the Baraisa’s teaching
that the Temple burned primarily on the tenth of Av: N'?J5 nyap X5 1T NiNa Mmra 7'?1:.\'?3
™Mwya — Had I been present in that generation which fixed the date for commemorating
the Temple’s destruction, I would not have fixed [the commemoration] on any day
other than the tenth of Av, and not on the ninth, g7 12 521 SW 12170 100 — because it
was then that most of the Sanctuary was actually burned.
The Gemara explains the other view:

1127 — And the Rabbis, who nevertheless instituted the mourning for the Temple on the
ninth of Av, held that Xp™y xmuaymp71 Xn%AnX — it is better to fix the commemoration
according to the inception of the calamity than according to the major unfolding of the
calamity itself.

For this reason, even though we are allowed to eat, there are certain rules for
the 10th of Av.

This year we are fasting on the tenth, since the 9t falls out on shabbat.
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RABBAN GAMLIEL AND THE DECREE BEING ABOLISHED:
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The fifth calamity listed in the Mishnah as occurring on Tishah B’Av:
MWiT YN — THE CITY of Jerusalem WAS PLOWED UNDER.”

The Gemara cites a Baraisa:
xnn — It was taught in a Baraisa: 52w nX ywnin ©19M0RM0 [(WANWI] (QAW3) — WHEN
TURANUS RUFUS PLOWED UNDER the ruins of THE SANCTUARY 1119 5x%n3 121 Sy mm mma
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— IT WAS DECREED by the Roman government UPON RABBAN GAMLIEL TO BE PUT TO DEATH. X2

TR WTHRI N33 TRY) TIRX 1IN INIX — A CERTAIN Roman OFFICIAL CAME AND STOOD IN THE

STUDY HALL AND ANNOUNCED: Wpann ovina bya wpann ovina Sya — THE ONE WITH THE
PROMINENT NOSE IS WANTED, THE ONE WITH A PROMINENT NOSE IS WANTED, for execution.”’

M XY 51k 581513 127 YNW — RABBAN GAMLIEL UNDERSTOOD AND WENT AND HID FROM

[THE ROMANS]. XY2'¥2 235 HIX — [THE ROMAN OFFICIAL] WENT SECRETLY TO [RABBAN GAMLIEL]
mxT RpbyS % mnmm 7% RXa%¥n 2k MY X — AND SAID TO HIM: “IF 1 SAVE YOU from being

executed, WILL YOU BRING ME TO THE WORLD TO COME?” Ti1 iM% 1N — [RABBAN GAMLIEL]

30. The official was making a veiled reference to Rabban Gamliel, to warn him of the outstanding warrant

for his arrest and execution. He could not warn Rabban Gamliel openly, for fear of the imperial agents.
Rather, he spoke of “the man with the prominent nose,” which Rabban Gamliel correctly understood as

alluding to himself, since he was of prominent and imposing appearance. Alternatively, “the man with the

prominent nose” alluded to Rabban Gamliel’s status as the great sage of his generation. For just as a well-
formed nose makes the face beautiful, so too does the great sage beautify his generation (Rashi; Rashi to
Ein Yaakov).

31. The Romans viewed the death of one of the council members as an omen that they had erred in their
judgment when they made the decree. Accordingly, the decree to execute Rabban Gamliel was annulled

(Rashi).
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BY THE AFTERNOON, WE GET UP, WE WEAR TEFILLIN, WE SAY ona
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The reason why we get up from the mourning at the peak of the destruction, is so that
we don't fall into despair.
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GEMARA IN BERACHOT ABOUT »wr.
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It was stated above that Psalm 145 follows the order of the aleph beis. The Gemara
discusses an omission in this pattern:
12m1* 127 "MK — R’ Yochanan said : ™MwK3a 11 K3 XY i won — Why is a verse beginning
with the letter nun not mentioned in Ashrei (i.e. Psalm 145)?% Sy nbon ma v non
5xvn w1y — That is because [the letter nun] contains an allusion to the downfall of
Israel’s enemies, * “5x7t nhina op poin-x% nboy, 2MND7 — as it is written: She has
fallen and will no longer rise, the maiden of Israel."”

The Gemara records an alternative explanation of this verse:
m7 ab wwnn Kayna — In the West, i.e in Eretz Yisrael,™ they explain it positively as
follows : %11 nSina op Ty Himab groin X9 nbo1 — She has fallen, but will no longer
do so. Arise, O maiden of Israel! *

The Gemara continues its analysis of Psalm 145:
PIY? 72 pam 27 "MK — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: mn2a 12101 117 710 0 19nx
w1 — Even so, ie. although he omitted any allusion to Israel’s downfall, David
nevertheless came and supported them (i.e. he mentions the ascent of those who had
fallen) in the next verse, which was composed with the Divine spirit, “ 1 qnio, MmN
5031535 — as it is written: " God supports all the fallen ones.

39. According to this explanation, the clause i f'pin x5 is divided in two. The words 7°pin X% are applied
to the beginning of the sentence — foin X5 %), She has fallen and will no longer do so. The word Dip
then begins a new sentence — 5K NIN2 mp, Arise, O maiden of Israel!

Actually, this chapter in Amos is the prophet’s lamentation of Israel’s downfall. How, then, can our
Gemara interpret the verse as a blessing rather than a curse? The Vilna Gaon explains that the prophet is
lamenting that Israel has fallen to the nethermost depths. This curse is, however, a blessing in disguise.
Having descended so low that they have hit the bottom and cannot sink any lower, the future can only hold
an improvement of their situation — they will rise again. (For the same theme, expanded, see Yismach
Moshe in the preface to his work on Chumash 117 mxn My o™ 1pn i171.)

40. To be sure, the entire book of Psalms was composed with Divine inspiration [Ruach HaKodesh].
However, the Gemara stresses the point here because in this verse David is supporting those whom the
prophet Amos declared fallen. In view of the fact that Amos flourished many years after David, the
Gemara felt it necessary to note that David’s response to Amos’ subsequent curse was made with Divine
inspiration (Sifsei Chachamim).

41. Psalms 145:14. This verse, which begins with a samech, is the one that would have followed a verse
beginning with a nun (see note 35).
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SALVATION COMES AT THE LOWEST POINT:
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As long as one did not hit rock bottom, he doesn't turn to hashem for help, they rather
look for other resources for help. Once a person has no alternative, he will rely solely
on Hashem.Then the salvation will come in an unnatural way, they will be brought up
from the depths to the most elevated hights.
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When the Jewish people will feel like dirt, then they will expand their boundaries.
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This is what rabbi Akiva meant; now that we see the fox, we know that it hit breakpoint,
so the salvation is on its way.
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