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TOPIC DISCUSSION:

For what cause should one give his maaser?

Can one support his children with maaser funds?

What about tuition?

Topic:  

MAASER PART 2  
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כנסת הגדולה:
ראוי לאדם שישתדל לתת חצי או רוב ]ממעשרו[ לבעלי תורה או לקרוביו העניים וגם להשיא יתומות 

עניות. 

אהבת חסד:
ידוע דמעות מעשר עיקרו הוא לצדקה לחלק לעניים, ומהנכון שיהדר לכתחלה לחלקם לעמלי תורה 

למען יחזקו בתורת ה'. 

Ideally one should give his maaser money to help the poor, especially to help support 
those toiling in Torah. 

However, there are times and circumstances where one would also be permitted to use 
maaser funds for his own purposes. 

רמ"א

יו"ד סימן רמט: אין לעשות ממעשר שלו דבר 
שאר  או  הכנסת  לבית  נרות  לקנות  כגון  מצוה, 

דבר מצוה, אלא יתנו לעניים.

 One should not use his maaser money 
for a mitzvah, for example to purchase 
candles for shul or any other mitzvah, 
rather it should be donated to the poor. 

דרישה

להיות בעל ברית או להכניס חתן לחופה, אם אי 
אפשר לעשות המצוה בלאו הכי, יקנוה ממעות 

מעשר. ]והש"ך והט"ז העתיקו דבריו[.

If one wants to be a sandak or to finance 
someone’s wedding, if he can not afford 
it otherwise,  maser may be used. 

One may not use maaser funds to fulfill any mitzvah in which he is obligated. Therefore, for 
example, one can not use his maaser money to purchase tefillin or an etrog for himself, even a 
mitzvah derabanan. 
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גמרא מסכת כתובות דף סה 

What about supporting children?

•	 Is one obligated to support his children; can he consider it maaser?

•	 How about the tuition cost? 

•	 How about bet midrash, seminar or college? 

•	 How about after they get married?

II. Children under 6:  
  הס ףד תובותכ תכסמ ארמג
 

 
 

 
Every father has an obligation to support any child 6 years old and under. Therefore, one is not 
permitted to use any maaser funds toward their support.  
 
 
III. Children 6 and over  

 
טמ ףד תובותכ ארמג  

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - èæ ëúåáåú úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 141   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 6:
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Every father has an obligation to support any child under the age of 6. Therefore, one is 
not permitted to use any maaser funds toward their support.

CHILDREN 6 YEARS AND UP

כתובות דף מט:

 

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - èæ ëúåáåú úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 109   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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CAN ONE CONSIDER IT MAASER:

כתובות דף מט:

ש"ך

יו"ד רמ"ט סק"ג: ובתשובת מהר"ם מרוטונבורג 
שאינו  הגדולים  לבניו  מעשרותיו  ולפזר  כתב, 
חייב לטפל בהם מותר, דאפילו לאביו מותר לתת 
לבניו  שכן  וכל  אביו,  כבוד  משום  עני  הוא  אם 
דמותר במקום שאין בעיר תקנה לתת לכיס של 
צדקה, ומשמע אפילו יש לו את היכולת לפרנסם 

ממקום אחר, דזה הוי צדקה.

Shach cites the maharam of Rothenberg, 
who rules that the funds spent on 
children over the age of 6 is genuine 
charity and may be paid with maaser 
money. 
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ט"ז

סק"ג: תדע דהא גם במה שאדם זן בניו הקטנים 
וכי  עת,  בכל  צדקה  עושה  בכלל  דהוי  אמרינן 
סלקא דעתך שיוציא אדם מעשר שלו לזון בניו 

הקטנים.

The taz strongly disagrees and says; 
although tehillim calls this “the 
performance of charity at all times," how 
could anyone possibly think that one 
can use his maaser money to support 
his own children. 

ברכי יוסף

 סימן רמט סעיף יח: הכא בזן בניו ואביזרייהו 
הוא דבר מוכרח לעשותו, אי מצד אהבתו וכרחם 
דכרוכין  אמרו  באשתו  הבנים  אם  מצד  ואי  אב, 
ואי  חוץ,  פני  על  לשלחם  מעכבת  והיא  אחריה 
מצד שיחת בריות ולעזה עליו, ואם כן אין להוציא 

ממעות מעשר מזונות בניו וכיוצא.

Since the average person does support 
his children through adolescence, one 
would not be permitted to use his 
maaser funds. 

אגרות משה

 Rav Moshe discusses the question of using 
maaser money to support one’s children 
and pay their tuition in two separate 
responsa. In the first responsum, Rav 
Moshe writes; that in our times, a father 
is responsible for his children’s support 
until the age when they would typically be 
considered old enough to earn their own 
living. However, if the custom in the father’s 
or mother’s family is that children do not 
customarily go out to work until they are 
married, the father is obligated to support 
his children as long as they live at home. It 
follows that he cannot use maaser money 
for this purpose, since it is like any other 
financial obligation, which cannot be paid 
with maaser money. He points out that in 
the United States, children do not usually 
go to work until they are grown up 

àâøåú îùä - á (éå"ã à) ôééðùèééï, îùä áï ãåã òîåã îñ 283   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

àâøåú îùä - á (éå"ã à) ôééðùèééï, îùä áï ãåã òîåã îñ 284   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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 יחוה דעת 

מזונות  הנותן  הרמב"ם,  כתב  עו:  סימן  ג  חלק 
הדין  מן  חייב  שאינו  הגדולים  ולבנותיו  לבניו 
במזנותיהם, כדי ללמד בניו תורה ולהנהיג בנותיו 
וצדקה  זה בכלל מצות צדקה  בדרך הישרה הרי 

גדולה היא.

ומכל  מעות מעשר ממשכרותו  להפריש  הנוהג 
רווחיו, רשאי לנכות מדמי המעשר דמי פרנסת 
גיל   על  היתרים  הגדולים  ובנותיו  בניו  וכלכלת 
וכן  שלחנו,  על  סמוכים  הם  ואפילו  שנים  שש 
רשאי לסייע ממעות מעשר בהוצאות נישואי בניו 
שיוכלו  כדי  ורהיטים  דירה  לצורך  כגון  ובנותיו, 
ממשיכים  כשבניו  שכן  וכל  ביתם,  את  לבנות 
נתברכו  אשר  הרבים  בכוללים  בתורה  לעסוק 
חכמים  לתלמידי  נישאות  כשבנותיו  וכן  בהם 
השוקדים באהלה של תורה שמצוה גדולה היא 

לפרנסם בכבוד וצדקה גדולה היא. 

ואע"פ שהרבנות הראשית לארץ ישראל התקינו 
האב  את  לחייב  יש  שבזמנינו  השעה  צורך  לפי 
גיל  עד  היתרים על שש שנים  גם  בניו  במזונות 
חמשה עשרה שנה, ועל פי תקנה זו דנים ופוסקים 
בבתי הדין הרבנים כאן והוצאה לפועל כופה את 
האב לבצע את פסק דינו, מכל מקום יכול לנכות 
דמי פרנסה ממעות מעשר לפי שלא באה התקנה 
להפקיע מצות צדקה מאבות, אלא רק לכוף את 
הנוהגים באכזריות על בניהם ובנותיהם ונוטשים 
אותם בעירום ובחוסר כל, להכריחם ולכופם לזון 
ולפרנס את בניהם שלומדים עדיין בבתי הספר 

ואומנות עד שיהיו בגדר חי נושא את

One is allowed to use maaser to support 
his children that are over 6 years, even 
if they are living by him.

Maaser can also be used, to help marry 
off ones children, especially when they 
are continuing in Yeshivos and Kollelim.

Once he is working, if he needs assistance one is allowed to use maaser. We will discuss later on 
how much of the funds may be used.

However, Hacham Ovadia disagrees:
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Even though the Rabbanut in Israel 
established, that in in our times one is 
obligated to support his children even 
after the age of 6. They didn’t mean 
to take away the Mitzva of Tzedaka, 
rather to force these individuals that 
are taking advantage and not caring for 
their children. Even if one never used to 
use maaser  for supporting children, if 
he’s very tight in money, he is allowed 
to change and start using maaser for 
this. 

Another idea for someone who is tight, 
is to take upon himself only to separate 
the maaser after he deducts all his 
monthly expenses, this goes according 
to the ruling of the Knesses Hagedolah.

However one who was blessed with 
wealth, should not rely on all this, rather 
he should give all his maaser to the poor 
and the for Torah.

Since the average person does support 
his children through adolescence, one 
would not be permitted to use his 
maaser funds. 

עצמו ולמצוא טרף לנפשם.

ונראה שאף מי שנהג להפריש מעשר כספים מכל 
קדושות  ולישיבות  לעניים  אותם  ולתת  רווחיו 
ובנותיו  בניו  פרנסת  לנכות  היום  עד  נהג  ולא 
כלכלית  מבחינת  דחוקה  שעתו  אם  הגדולים, 
רשאי לנהוג לנכות ממעות מעשר של הריוח או 
המשכורת שיבאו לו מכאן ולהבא לצורך פרנסת 
בניו ובנותיו הגדולים יותר על שש שנים, שמכיון 
שהרויח הזה עדיין לא בא הרי זה כמקדיש דבר 

שלא בא לעולם ואינו קדוש. 

וכן הנודר לתת מעשר מהרויח של ממונו וכן נהג 
ימים רבים, ואחר כך מטה ידו ונתחרט על נדרו, 
נראה שיכול לחזור בו כיון שהרויח עדיין לא בא 

לעולם ואין אדם מקדיש דבר שלא בא לעולם.

ידו  ואין  לו מבחינת כלכלית  ואם שעתו דחוקה 
משגת לנהוג מעשר כספים מכל משכרותיו או 
רווחיו, יתנה מראש שיתן המעשר רק לאחר ניכוי 
"שחיוב  הגדולה  כנסת  הביא  וכן  ביתו,  הוצאות 
הצריכות  הוצאתיו  ניכוי  לאחר  כספים  מעשר 

לביתו." 

יאחז  משגת,  וידו  בעושר  ה'  שחננו  מי  אבל 
ולאביונים  לעניים  המעשר  כל  לתת  דרכו  צדיק 
ולעמלי תורה ולישיבות הקדושות ועץ חיים היא 

למחזיקים בה ותומכיה מאושר

 יחוה דעת 
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All this is referring to support; How about tuition?

A FATHER IS OBLIGATED TO TEACH HIS SON TORAH:

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - ëà ÷éãåùéï úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 68   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

קידושין דף כט. 
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באר שבע

האם מותר ללמד בניו תורה ממעות מעשר? אפילו למי שהתיר לפרנס ממעות מעשר, דוקא לפרנסה 
שהוא פטור מעיקר הדין הוה ליה כדין צדקה, אבל לשכור להם מלמד ממעות מעשר אין להתיר, 
שכיון שהוא חייב בלאו הכי חיוב גמור ללמד בניו תורה או לשכור להם מלמד ללמדם תורה, אינו 

רשאי לעשות כן ממעות מעשר. 

אגרות משה 

  A parent is responsible to provide his child 
with a proper education. Therefore, one 
may not use maaser money to pay for his 
children’s tuition, since one is not allowed 
to use maaser for his personal obligation.

This applies to tuition for boys and girls. 
Rav Moshe explains; that since the law 
of the land requires every parent to send 
his daughter to school, a Jewish father is 
obligated to send his daughter to a Torah 
school in order to escape the negative 
influence of public school where her belief 
in God and her dedication to Torah and 
Mitzvot are in great danger. Therefore, a 
parent must pay to rescue his daughter 
from public school and cannot use maaser 
funds to discharge his personal obligations. 

However, Rav Moshe writes that one who 
is hard pressed to provide for his family’s 
needs, can deduct part of the tuition cost 
from maaser, For example, full tuition may 
be $5,000 a year, if a parent can only afford 
$3,000, but the school still requires that 
he pay the full $5,000, he may use maaser 
money to make up the $2,000 difference. 
(Igros Moshe, Yoreh Deah 2:113; see also 
Ahavas Chesed 2:19:2).

àâøåú îùä - ä (éå"ã á, àå"ç â, àä"ò â) ôééðùèééï, îùä áï ãåã òîåã îñ 186   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

àâøåú îùä - ä (éå"ã á, àå"ç â, àä"ò â) ôééðùèééï, îùä áï ãåã òîåã îñ 187   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

àâøåú îùä - ä (éå"ã á, àå"ç â, àä"ò â) ôééðùèééï, îùä áï ãåã òîåã îñ 187   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky (Ahiezer 3 79/6): permits a jewish community to divert 
surplus funds which were originally earmarked for boy’s education, to be used for the 
local girls school. He writes: “it is a great mitzvah to support the Bet Yaakov which instills 
in its students faith in hashem and fear of heaven and educates them in the traditional 
manner". 

Rav Shlomo Zalman in Kol Torah (39 page 89–17): One is prohibited only from using 
maaser funds to pay for the actual tuition. 

However, any expenses over and above what the school charges which help to defray the 
cost of educating those who cannot afford to pay the standard tuition may be deducted 
from maaser funds. Before signing a tuition contract, the parent should ascertain what part 
of his obligation is actual tuition and what part is an add on. He should clearly stipulate that 
the additional amount will be paid as a donation and then he may consider this a maaser 
deductible charitable donation. 

(The fact that the IRS may not recognize this as a charitable tax deduction, has no bearing 
on the halacha of maaser).

TUITION FOR OLDER CHILDREN

A father is obligated to provide his sons a comprehensive Torah education. A full torah education 
is divided into two levels. The elementary level is known as תורה שבכתב (written torah). 

Ideally, a father should personally teach his son. If he cannot do so, the halacha obligates him to 
pay for this elementary education, to which a father cannot use maaser to fulfill his obligation. 

Tzaedka umishpat (6:14) discusses the concept that when a father is no longer obligated by halacha 
to continue to teach his son Torah, he may deduct the of advanced yeshiva education from his 
maaser account. However, he does make it clear that according to the Shulchan aruch a father 
is obligated to educate his son until he reaches the level of proficiency where he is capable of 
studying torah independently. A child has reached this stage once he can learn by himself without 
assistance. 

The second level of torah education is תורה שבעל פה (oral law). The father must also teach this to 
his son, if not personally, then through a teacher. However the father is not obligated to pay for 
the second level of schooling. Therefore, there is more room for leniency for a father to give a 
portion of his maaser towards his sons advanced torah study.

If one sends his son to bet midrash or seminary one can pay for the Torah learning with maaser. 
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Even Rabbi Feinstien would agree that advanced education on the post high school seminary 
level, is not absolute obligation and if necessary maaser money may be applied towards tuition.

SUPPORTING MARRIED CHILDREN

חתם סופר

 PAYING FOR A TUTOR 

The laws of tzedakah and maaser (page 163):

Whether one is permitted to use maaser funds for the tutoring of his children, would depend on 
the following criteria; if he is trying to make sure the child will be able to maintain the level of his 
class, one would not be permitted to use maaser funds to pay for such tutors. 

However, if the child is already up to par with the level of his class and the parent wants him to 
learn extra, maaser funds may be used.

{the fact that the IRS may not recognize this as a charitable tax deduction has no bearing on the 
halacha of maaser here) 
 
IV. Tuition for older children 

A father is obligated to provide a comprehensive torah education. A full torah education 
is divided int two levels. The elementary level is known as בתכבש הרות  (written torah).  
Ideally, a father should personally teach his son. If he cannot do so, the halacha obligates 
him to pay for this elementary education. To which a father cannot use maaser to fulfill 
his obligation.  
Tzaedka umishpat 6:14 discusses the concept that when a father Is no longer obligated by 
halacha to continue to teach his son torah he may deduct the of advanced yeshiva 
education from his maaser account. However, he does make it clear that according to the 
Shulchan aruch a father is obligated to educate his son until he reaches the level of 
proficiency where he is capable of studying torah independently. A child has reached this 
age once he can learn by himself without assistance.  
The second level of torah education is הפ לעבש הרות  (oral law). The father must also 
teach this to his son, if not personally, then through a teacher. However the father is not 
obligated to pay for the second level of schooling. Therefore, there is more room for 
leniency for a father to give a portion of his maaser towards his sons advanced torah 
study. 
 
 

If one sends his son to bet midrash or seminary one can pay for the torah learning with maaser.  
)הפ י קלח קחצי תחנמ  

Even rabbi feinstien would agree that advanced education on the post high school seminary level 
is not absolute obligation and if necessary maaser money may be applied towards tuition. 
 

V. Supporting married children:  
רפוס םתח  

 
 
VI. Paying for a tutor  

One who supports his 
children after marriage, 
should have in mind, when 
he obligates himself that’ll 
be from maaser. Even with 
the thought, one should not 
give all his maaser to his 
children and at least half 
should be given to poor 
people.

14
HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



PAID CHABRUTA: 

One may use maaser money to pay a rabbi to study with him and thus enhance his learning.

 CONCLUSION: 

Someone who is not well off can be more flexible in how he uses his maaser money. It may be 
permitted for him to use maaser to pay his children’s advanced yeshivah and seminary tuition, 
and for mitzvos which are meritorious but not obligatory, such as buying sefarim to lend out to 
others (see Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 249:1, Shach 3).

However, one cannot use maaser money to purchase tefillin, lulav and esrog, give matanos 
le’evyonim, machatzis hashekel and the like, since these are obligatory mitzvos, (Nachalas Shivah 
8:2; Tzedakah U’Mishpat 6:13, 6:15, notes 33 and 37).

STORY

“Aric,” a financial advisor in Los Angeles, had learned that maaser kesafim is ten percent of one’s 
earnings after taxes. He was paying yeshivah tuition for his young children, and wanted to know if 
that money could be counted as part of his maaser, especially since part of his high tuition payments 
subsidized students on scholarship. Aric sat with the president of the school and they worked out 
the figures: approximately thirty-five percent of Aric’s tuition dollars went towards the education 
of students who were not paying full tuition. He has heard that there are different halachic opinions 
as to the status of this money in terms of maaser. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach permitts using 
maaser money for this purpose: if part of a parent’s tuition payments are subsidizing other students 
who cannot pay the full amount, that portion can be paid with maaser.

Aric’s question about using maaser funds for that portion of our tuition which subsidizes 
scholarship students is not an easy one. On the one hand, we are paying in part for the Torah 
education of someone else’s child, a legitimate use of maaser money. On the other hand, unless 
an exemption exists, any parent sending a child to school is obligated to pay full tuition, and we 
are not permitted to use maaser funds to pay off obligations.
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