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H A B R U T A  N I G H T

Tonight’s learning is dedicated
 L'Refuah Shelema Refael David Ben Claudie





QUESTIONS:

Is there any difference between the Mitzvah to give Tzedakah (charity) and 
the obligation to give Maaser (10% from our income)?

What unique laws are involved in this obligation, and what is the reward for 
giving Maaser properly?

Topic:  

MAASER 

Bereishit (28:22): Yaakov tells hashem; “whatever you will give me I will give you ten percent.”

Devarim (14:28): “Ten percent of the produce of your field, you shall distribute annually.”

Malachi (3:1): “Bring the tithe to the storage house, and it will be the food of my home, test me 
with this one, says the Almighty, If I do not open the chimneys of the sky to empty out my blessings 
until you say enough.”
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obligation to give Maaser (10% from our income)? 

What unique laws are involved in this obligation, and what is the reward for giving 
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Torah sources 

 

 

Bereishit (28:22): Yaakov tells hashem; “whatever you will give me I will give you ten percent.” 

Devarim (14:28): “Ten percent of the produce of your field, you shall distribute annually.” 

Malachi (3:1): “Bring the tithe to the storage house, and it will be the food of my home, test me 
with this one, says the Almighty, If I do not open the chimneys of the sky to empty out my 
blessings until you say enough.” 
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - éà úòðéú úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 28   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

גמרא תענית ט.

4
HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



גמרא תענית ט.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5
HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



TOSFOT SUMMARY:

1. Tosfot quotes a Sifri that includes Maaser of all income.

2. Brings a Midrash about the retribution of one who does not tithe.

Citation (Sifri), Question: the Torah obligates 
tithing only grain that you planted;  What is 
the source to include Ribis, business and other 
earnings?

Answer: we learn from "Et kol."

Explanation: The Torah could have said 'Et tevu'atcha, "Kol" 
includes Ribis, business and everything that he profits from.

Proof: It says so also in a Midrash. "Ha'yotzei ha'sadeh shanah 
shanah,” if you will not tithe your field properly, you will have 
only what comes out of the field.

Explanation: I.e. your field will produce only what used to be 
the amount of Maaserot. This is "what comes out of the field", 
i.e. what you used to take for Maaser from the field.

A story occurred with a rich man. He had a field that produced 
1000 Kor. The man used to take 100 Kor every year for Maaser. 
He did so his entire life. When he fell sick to die, he called to his 
son and told him; "know that this field that I bequeath to you 
produces 1000 Kor every year. Be careful to separate 100 Kor 
every year [for Maaser], like I did."The man died.

The son stood in his place, and the field produced 1000 Kor like it did in 
his father's lifetime. The first year, He separated 100 Kor. The next year, 
the son saw that the Maaser was a large amount, so he decided not to 
separate the Maaser. The next year, the field diminished and produced 
only 100 Kor. He was pained.

His relatives heard that it decreased, and that he had not separated 
Maaser. They all came to him wearing white clothes, happy. He said "it 

úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - éà úòðéú úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 28   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä
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úìîåã ááìé  <òåæ åäãø> - éà úòðéú úìîåã ááìé òîåã îñ 28   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

seems that you rejoice over my downfall!" They 
answered him; Should we be pained for you? 
You caused this evil to yourself! Why didn't you 
separate Maaser properly? See, when the field first 
came to you, you were the owner, and Hashem 
was the Kohen. The Maaser was His portion, to 
give to Aniyim; Now that you did not separate His 
portion for Him, Hashem became the owner, and 
you are the Kohen. Your field does not produce 
what it used to, i.e. 1000. [Hashem] separated for 
you 100!

This is what it says "v'ish et kodoshav lo yihyu."

Explanation: When one does not separate  Maaser 
properly, he will have only the Kodshim, i.e. the 
Maaser.

Regarding this Hachamim said "one who withholds 
Maaserot, in the end he will have only one tenth, 
as it says "v'zera chomer ya'aseh eifah"; this is the 
Maaser (a tenth). For an Eifah is three Sa'im, and a 
Chomer is 30 Sa'im. It also says; "ki aseres tzimdei 
cherem ya'asu bas echas."

Explanation #2, (Rabbeinu Nasan ha'ofni'al): 
"Ha'yotzei ha'sadeh" means if not, that you will 
not separate the tenth, the produce will be to the 
one who goes out to the field, i.e. Esav ha'rasha, 
i.e. gentiles will take it.
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îãøù úðçåîà <ñôøé àåä"ç> - åé÷øà, áîãáø, ãáøéí àùëðæé, îùä çééí àôøéí áï éçéàì îéëì òîåã îñ 355   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

îãøù úðçåîà <ñôøé àåä"ç> - åé÷øà, áîãáø, ãáøéí àùëðæé, îùä çééí àôøéí áï éçéàì îéëì òîåã îñ 355   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

STORY

Reuven, a businessman, had always been careful to give ten percent of his income (masser 1) to 
charity. Whenever he could he would give even more, at times as much as twenty percent (chomesh 
2). One day his partner and co-worker urged him to join him at a fund-raising event for Jerusalem’s 
Mir Yeshivah. Reuven hesitated; he just wasn’t the type to attend such functions, and he had 
never seen himself as a major philanthropist. Eventually, although still hesitantly, he agreed, and 
pledged 30,000 NIS (at the time, approximately $8,000 U.S. dollars) to the Yeshiva. Previously he 
had not imagined making such a major commitment, but he appreciated the importance of the 
cause and decided that it was worth the special effort to contribute generously to Torah.

At 10:30 p.m. that same night, the manager of Reuven’s convenience store in the Old City called, 
asking if he could close early since it was a quiet night with no customers in sight. Reuven was not 
enthusiastic, but he agreed that if there were no customers by 11:00 p.m., half an hour later, the 
manager could close for the night. The next morning, the manager reported that he had not been 
able to close the store until 4:00 a.m! Customers had suddenly started coming in droves, bringing 
in over five times as much business as any ordinary night.

Reuven had become “the type” to give tzedakah on a large scale, and his business promptly 
reacted in kind.  Reuven’s generosity for Torah was a special effort, and he saw special blessing. 
His ongoing practice of giving at least ten percent of his income to charity is strongly rooted in 
halachah and has ancient origins – and it is no less a source of blessing

מדרש תנחומא 
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 מרן

וברעב  הקשות,  הגזירות  את  דוחה  הצדקה  ד: 
תציל ממות כמו שאירע לצרפית.

כי  הקב"ה  לנסות  ואסור  מעשרת,  והיא  הגה: 
ויש  וגו',  נא בזאת  ובחנוני  זה שנאמר  אם בדבר 
אומרים דוקא בנתינת מעשר מותר לנסות הקב"ה 

אבל לא בשאר צדקה.

Maran: Tzedakah can push away  harsh 
decrees, and in a famine it can save 
from death. 

Rama: it makes a person wealthy, you 
can not  test hashem with anything 
except with Tzedakah. Some say only 
with Maaser you can test hashem, but 
not with Tzedakah.

 ש"ך

כי אם בדבר הזה: שודאי יבוא כמו שאמרו חז"ל 
עשר תעשר, עשר בשביל שתתעשר.

Shach: for it is certain that the wealth 
will come.

 אהבת חסד

משמע משולחן ערוך דמותר לנסות את ה', אינו קאי 

דוקא אמעשר כספים. 

והנה הפתחי תשובה חולק,  דאף צדקה או מעשר אף 

דמעשרת, אסור לנסות ודוקא מעשר תבואה מותר 

לנסות.

וקשה על השלחן ערוך דאם נאמר דמעשר כספים 

אינו  הא  ה',  את  לנסות  מותר  איך  התורה,  מן  אינו 

מחויב לדידהו? 

אלא ודאי הטעם שהתיר הכתוב לנסות אינו מחמת 

דמחזיק  מחמת  רק  תבואה,  מעשר  מצות  שמקיים 

בזה ידי כהנים ולוים ויש טרף בבית ה', ועל ידי זה 

יהיה ביכלתם להתחזק בתורת ה', ולכן אמר והיה טרף 

וכו', שבזכות שנותנין טרף  בזאת  נא  ובחנוני  בביתי 

בזכות זה באה ברכה, ואם כן הכי נמי לענין מעשר 

ידי  להחזיק  לכתחלה  נתקן  שעיקרו  בזמננו  כספים 

עמלי, גם בזה מותר לנסות את ה'. 

It seems from the Shulchan Aruch, that 
you can test Hashem not only with 
maaser of grains but even with maaser 
of money.

The Pitchei Teshuva argues and says, 
that even though tzedakah and maaser 
can bring wealth, you may not test 
Hashem.

Question: If the Shulchan Aruch follows 
the opinions that there is no obligation 
from the torah to give maaser on 
money, how can you test Hashem on 
something he never obligated? 

Answer: The idea of being able to 
test Hashem doesn’t come from the 
obligation to give Maaser. 
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מדרש תנחומא 

In Midrash Tanhuma (re’eh 12) we see 
even more, that one who does not 
observe the mitzvah of maaser destroys 
his own wealth; it happened that there 
was a man who hoarded vast stores of 
wine and oil, but failed to set aside the 
proper tithes.

All of a sudden, a spirit of madness 
seized him. In his crazed state, he 
grabbed a stick and began to smash all 
of the precious jugs and casks he had 
so carefully preserved. His son yelled 
at him to stop. Instead of stopping, the 
crazed man aimed the stick at his own 
son and beat him over the head. His son 
was then also overcome with madness 
and cried out, “Give me the stick and I 
too want to smash these casks!” the 
father gave his son the stick and they 
took turns smashing the precious 
storage casks until every last one was 
destroyed. 

Who was to blame for the devastation? 
It was the father selfishness in failing to 
give maaser.

îãøù úðçåîà <ñôøé àåä"ç> - åé÷øà, áîãáø, ãáøéí àùëðæé, îùä çééí àôøéí áï éçéàì îéëì òîåã îñ 351   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

îãøù úðçåîà <ñôøé àåä"ç> - åé÷øà, áîãáø, ãáøéí àùëðæé, îùä çééí àôøéí áï éçéàì îéëì òîåã îñ 351   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

The blessing comes from the fact that you use the money to support Kohanim and 
Leviim and you are taking care of Hashem’s serviceman. In our time, when you give 
your money to those who learn Torah it is the same and then you can test Hashem. 
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 ספר החינוך

MITZVAH 424: 
Explains that 
usually one 
is forbidden 
to perform a 
mitzvah with the intention of seeing 
whether or not he will be rewarded 
for it. Since the primary location for 
receiving the reward is in the World to 
come, one cannot expect reward in This 
world. However, since the above verses 
clearly set forth a challenge to test 
hashem to see whether a reward will 
be forthcoming for separating maaser, 
evidently an exception is made here to 
the injunction against testing hashem.

ñôø äçéðåê <îòéì äàôã> - á áîãáø, ãáøéí: ôéôàðå, ãåã áï àáøäí (8){8} òîåã îñ 65   äåãôñ ò"é úëðú àåöø äçëîä

Rav Moshe Feinstein would stress that one is obligated to give a tenth of everything 
he possesses; not only his money, but time and energy as well! Thus, one who knows 
how to learn Torah should volunteer one tenth of his time to study with others who 
need his help.

One is guaranteed financial reward for the fulfillment of this mitzvah, regardless of 
any sins or transgressions one might have committed.
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PAYING FOR ALIYOT AND HONORS:

ט"ז

הכנסת  בבית  מצות  לקנות  ולענין  א:  רמ"ט 
קניית  בשעת  דאם  לי  נראה  מעשר,  במעות 
המעות  דהא  שרי,  זה  על  דעתו  היה  המצות 
שמכבד  במה  נהנה  שהוא  ואף  אזיל,  לצדקה 
איסור,  זה  אין  תורה  לספר  אחרים  לקרות 
לבעלים. הנאה  טובת  יש  מעשר  בכל   שהרי 

מה שאין כן אם בשעת קניית המצות לא נתכוין 
ממעשר,  לפרוע  רוצה  כך  ואחר  ממעשר  ליתן 

הוה ליה כפורע חובו ממעשר, כן נראה לי בזה.

QUESTION THE TAZ ASKS: May a person 
pay for honors and aliyot in shul with 
his maaser money? 

Answer: if at the time he voluntarily 
purchased the honors, he had in mind 
to pay for them with maaser money, 
he may do so. This is because maaser 
money may be used for all discretionary 
mitzvah causes, not just for charity. Even 
though the donor has gained a personal 
advantage, it is permissible. However, if 
at the time he purchased the honor, he 
did not have in mind to pay with maaser 
funds, the payment is now considered 
his personal debt, and one may not 
repay his debts or personal financial 
obligations with maaser money. 

ANSWERS TO THE OPENING QUESTIONS

1.	 Although the obligation to give Maaser from our income is a sub-category of the 
overall commandment to give Tzedakah, there are many unique laws involved 
in fulfilling this obligation that need not be kept when fulfilling the “standard” 
Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah. 

2.	 Although anyone who gives Tzedakah has a guarantee from our Torah that he will 
not be impoverished by doing so, one who properly separates 10% of his income 
to charity, has a guarantee that he will be repaid for every penny that he gives 
to charity, and that he will become wealthy over time. As a matter of fact, it is 
permitted to “test” Hashem by separating Maaser and seeing if he will receive the 
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wealth that he has been guaranteed, although regarding other commandments, 
including the Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah, it says (Devarim 6:16) “You shall not test 
Hashem”.

3.	 Anytime a person gives money or items to charity he fulfills the Mitzvah of 
giving Tzedakah, even if he does not keep an accounting of what he has given 
throughout the year. However, the obligation to give Maaser is only fulfilled if it is 
separated and given based on an exact accounting system, i.e. an actual one-tenth 
or one-fifth of his annual income. Only if this is done can he expect to become 
wealthy based on the Torah’s guarantee. Therefore, in order to properly fulfill this 
obligation to give Maaser, a person should stipulate in the beginning of each year 
that when he gives charity throughout the forthcoming year, exactly one-tenth 
(or one- fifth) of his income is being given to fulfill his Maaser obligation, and any 
money given above and beyond his amount will be for the purpose of performing 
the “standard” Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah. In this manner, he can fulfill the 
Halacha to give an exact amount to fulfill his Maaser Kesafim obligation. (2)

SOURCES:

1.	 The Gemara in Taanis (9a) states: “Rav Yochanan says; What is the meaning of the verse (Devarim 
14:22) ‘Asser Ta’Asser’? Separate a tenth so that you will become wealthy!” Rav Yochanan 
additionally states there that it is permitted for a person to give Maaser with the express intent 
of testing Hashem, to see whether he will actually receive the promised wealth. This is because 
Hashem told us through the prophet Malachi (3:10), “Bring all of the Maaser into the storehouse, 
so that there will be food in My house, and put me to the test in this, says Hashem, if I will not 
open the windows of heaven and pour out for you immeasurable blessings״.

Tosafos there quote the Sifri that the obligation of separating Maaser that Rav Yochanan is 
referring to, is not only from the grain harvest, but also from any profit a person makes from 
business deals, salary, or even gifts that he receives. The promise of wealth also applies to proper 
separation of such Maaser. This is stated as Halacha by the Bais Yosef and the Rema in Yoreh 
De’ah (247:4), and by the Chofetz Chaim in Sefer Ahavas Chessed (Vol. 2 Ch. 18). 

2.	 It is stated in the Teshuvos Avkas Rochel (3) that the Mitzvah of giving Maaser is only performed 
properly when exactly 10% or 20% of that year’s income is distributed to the poor. Many other 
Poskim agree with this. 
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