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Tonight’s learning is dedicated

L'Refuah Shelema Refael David Ben Claudie






QUESTIONS:

Is there any difference between the Mitzvah to give Tzedakah (charity) and
the obligation to give Maaser (10% from our income)?

What unique laws are involved in this obligation, and what is the reward for
giving Maaser properly?
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Bereishit (28:22): Yaakov tells hashem; “whatever you will give me | will give you ten percent.”

Devarim (14:28): “Ten percent of the produce of your field, you shall distribute annually.”

Malachi (3:1): “Bring the tithe to the storage house, and it will be the food of my home, test me
with this one, says the Almighty, If | do not open the chimneys of the sky to empty out my blessings

until you say enough.”
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wyn Wy, — Tithe, you shall tithe." What is the point of the double expression? "Wy
wynnw S1awa — It teaches: Tithe so that you will become wealthy.
wiph w1 Xpb pn A mnowx — R’ Yochanan met the young son of Reish Lakish. ¥
mo X — [R’ Yochanan] said to him: 7103 P RRIX — “Tell me your verse,” i.e. the
verse you are currently studying. m5 "X — [The boy] answered him: "wyn wy —
“Tithe, you shall tithe.” % "X — [The boy] then asked [R’ Yochanan]: nty, "Nm
wyn — “What is signified by the double expression: tithe, you shall tithe?” mb MmN —
[R’ Yochanan] answered him: "wynnw ‘71:10';: Ty — “Tithe so that you will become
wealthy.” m5 "X — [The boy] asked [R’ Yochanan]: ‘=|‘; R — “From where do you
know this” m% "mx — [R’ Yochanan] answered him: "0 51 — “Go and test it;” take
tithes and see whether you become wealthy or not. m% ="nx — [The boy] asked [R’
Yochanan]: X117 712 witpab amoib My m1 — “Is it permitted to test the Holy One,
Blessed is He? 2131 — But it is written: 7 'i1-nx 1010 X5, — Do not test Hashem.”" "ny
m5 — [R’ Yochanan] answered him: RWWiT 127 X 0 — “Thus said R’ Hoshaya: yin
1M — This case of separating tithes is an exception to the general prohibition against
testing God; "X — for it is explicitly stated: ° yixg na-5x "wyna-5a-nx wxnan, —
Bring all the tithes to the storehouse, "n'22 NV "M — so that there may be food in My
house [i.e. for those who serve in the Temple], NX¥2 X1 M1 — and test Me now through
this, NIX2Y 11 MR — says Hashem, Master of Legions, D"MW NIaIX NX n;‘; MNnoN XY-nx
— if I will not open for you the windows of the sky "1523-1y 12372 023% Mnpm — and
pour out blessing to you without limit.”

The Gemara interrupts the dialogue between R’ Yochanan and the son of Reish Lakish
with an exposition on the last phrase of this verse:
15371y 1NN — What is meant by without limit? 37 7nX Xnn 72 7 MK — Rami bar
Chama said in the name of Rav: 1 71151 02mnindw 152w 1y — Interpreted homiletically,
this means: Until your lips wear out from saying, “Enough!” You will receive such an

abundance of blessing that you will become weary from saying that the blessing is sufficient.
lal
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TOSFOT SUMMARY:

1. Tosfot quotes a Sifri that includes Maaser of all income.

2. Brings a Midrash about the retribution of one who does not tithe.

Citation (Sifri), Question: the Torah obligates
tithing only grain that you planted; What is
the source to include Ribis, business and other
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earnings?
Answer: we learn from "Et kol.”

Explanation: The Torah could have said 'Et tevu'atcha, "Kol”
includes Ribis, business and everything that he profits from.

Proof: It says so also in a Midrash. "Ha'yotzei ha'sadeh shanah
shanah,, if you will not tithe your field properly, you will have
only what comes out of the field.

Explanation: l.e. your field will produce only what used to be
the amount of Maaserot. This is "what comes out of the field”,
i.e. what you used to take for Maaser from the field.

A story occurred with a rich man. He had a field that produced
1000 Kor. The man used to take 100 Kor every year for Maaser.
He did so his entire life. When he fell sick to die, he called to his
son and told him; "know that this field that | bequeath to you
produces 1000 Kor every year. Be careful to separate 100 Kor
every year Jfor Maaser], like | did."The man died.
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The son stood in his place, and the field produced 1000 Kor like it did in
his father's lifetime. The first year, He separated 100 Kor. The next year,
the son saw that the Maaser was a large amount, so he decided not to
separate the Maaser. The next year, the field diminished and produced

only 100 Kor. He was pained.

His relatives heard that it decreased, and that he had not separated
Maaser. They all came to him wearing white clothes, happy. He said it
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seems that you rejoice over my downfall!” They
answered him; Should we be pained for you?
You caused this evil to yourself!l Why didn't you
separate Maaser properly? See, when the field first
came to you, you were the owner, and Hashem
was the Kohen. The Maaser was His portion, to
give to Aniyim; Now that you did not separate His
portion for Him, Hashem became the owner, and
you are the Kohen. Your field does not produce
what it used to, i.e. 1000. ]JHashem[ separated for
you 100!

This is what it says "v'ish et kodoshav lo yihyu.”

Explanation: When one does not separate Maaser
properly, he will have only the Kodshim, i.e. the
Maaser.

Regarding this Hachamim said "one who withholds
Maaserot, in the end he will have only one tenth,
as it says "v'zera chomer ya'aseh eifah”; this is the
Maaser (a tenth). For an Eifah is three Sa'im, and a
Chomer is 30 Sa'im. It also says; "ki aseres tzimdei
cherem ya'asu bas echas.”

Explanation #2, (Rabbeinu Nasan ha'ofni'al):
"Ha'yotzei ha'sadeh” means if not, that you will
not separate the tenth, the produce will be to the
one who goes out to the field, i.e. Esav ha'rasha,
i.e. gentiles will take it.
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STORY ‘

Reuven, a businessman, had always been careful to give ten percent of his income (masser 1) to
charity. Whenever he could he would give even more, at times as much as twenty percent (chomesh
2). One day his partner and co-worker urged him to join him at a fund-raising event for Jerusalem'’s
Mir Yeshivah. Reuven hesitated; he just wasn't the type to attend such functions, and he had
never seen himself as a major philanthropist. Eventually, although still hesitantly, he agreed, and
pledged 30,000 NIS (at the time, approximately $8,000 U.S. dollars) to the Yeshiva. Previously he
had not imagined making such a major commitment, but he appreciated the importance of the
cause and decided that it was worth the special effort to contribute generously to Torah.

At 10:30 p.m. that same night, the manager of Reuven’s convenience store in the Old City called,
asking if he could close early since it was a quiet night with no customers in sight. Reuven was not
enthusiastic, but he agreed that if there were no customers by 11:00 p.m., half an hour later, the
manager could close for the night. The next morning, the manager reported that he had not been
able to close the store until 4:00 a.m! Customers had suddenly started coming in droves, bringing
in over five times as much business as any ordinary night.

Reuven had become “the type” to give tzedakah on a large scale, and his business promptly
reacted in kind. Reuven’s generosity for Torah was a special effort, and he saw special blessing.
His ongoing practice of giving at least ten percent of his income to charity is strongly rooted in
halachah and has ancient origins - and it is no less a source of blessing

8
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Maran: Tzedakah can push away harsh
decrees, and in a famine it can save
from death.

Rama: it makes a person wealthy, you
can not test hashem with anything
except with Tzedakah. Some say only
with Maaser you can test hashem, but
not with Tzedakah.

Ay MYWPn MATAN DR ANT 0pPIRn T
JPD7XH YIRW MO Nmn XN

) N7apn NI01Y MOR1 ,NIWYN R N
W, NRTA XD 7111021 MRIW DT 7271 DR
N"pN MDY INM TWYN NI1NIA RPITDMNIR

DIPTY INRWA RY DR

1"

Shach: for it is certain that the wealth
will come.

H7IN 1IMRWYW MO X127 RTIW DTN 9272 OX 1D
JVWYNNY H1wa vy ,wyn Ywy

70N NANN

It seems from the Shulchan Aruch, that
you can test Hashem not only with
maaser of grains but even with maaser
of money.

The Pitchei Teshuva argues and says,
that even though tzedakah and maaser
can bring wealth, you may not test
Hashem.

Question: If the Shulchan Aruch follows
the opinions that there is no obligation
from the torah to give maaser on
money, how can you test Hashem on
something he never obligated?

Answer: The idea of being able to
test Hashem doesn't come from the
obligation to give Maaser.

INP IR, DR MO INIMT PIY NN Yynun
.07002 TWYNR RPI1T
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The blessing comes from the fact that you use the money to support Kohanim and
Leviim and you are taking care of Hashem’s serviceman. In our time, when you give
your money to those who learn Torah it is the same and then you can test Hashem.

RNINID WITN

10

In Midrash Tanhuma (re'eh 12) we see
even more, that one who does not
observe the mitzvah of maaser destroys
his own wealth; it happened that there
was a man who hoarded vast stores of
wine and oil, but failed to set aside the
proper tithes.

All of a sudden, a spirit of madness
seized him. In his crazed state, he
grabbed a stick and began to smash all
of the precious jugs and casks he had
so carefully preserved. His son yelled
at him to stop. Instead of stopping, the
crazed man aimed the stick at his own
son and beat him over the head. His son
was then also overcome with madness
and cried out, "Give me the stick and |
too want to smash these casks!, the
father gave his son the stick and they
took turns smashing the precious
storage casks until every last one was
destroyed.

Who was to blame for the devastation?
It was the father selfishness in failing to
give maaser.

HABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION
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MITZVAH 424:
Explains  that
usually one
is forbidden

to perform a

12353 RS DG MNP 215735 DO AN B3 RAYS D TIP3 a5 maK]
NS [ 7 o] MARD T2 NETD Sp1 pmgna popnna 5 own 2en o Aok e
DI SN IS SN SRR BN MBS 9naR 1 mEna ot 0 TON 1 NN 0N
I3 SR wPnm 55 NN IND 0 on] TR DT T OP NI e o

JIMBR DRI R DAY AN N

mitzvah with the intention of seeing
whether or not he will be rewarded
for it. Since the primary location for
receiving the reward is in the World to
come, one cannot expect reward in This
world. However, since the above verses
clearly set forth a challenge to test
hashem to see whether a reward will
be forthcoming for separating maaser,
evidently an exception is made here to
the injunction against testing hashem.

One is guaranteed financial reward for the fulfillment of this mitzvah, regardless of
any sins or transgressions one might have committed.

Rav Moshe Feinstein would stress that one is obligated to give a tenth of everything
he possesses; not only his money, but time and energy as well! Thus, one who knows
how to learn Torah should volunteer one tenth of his time to study with others who

need his help.
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PAYING FOR ALIYOT AND HONORS:

"0

QUESTION THE TAZ ASKS: May a person  noidn N1 Nixn nnph 1vh (R v"nH
pay for honors and aliyot in shul with  pmp pywa ox7T 5 IR ,HSWYN MYN
his maaser money? nmynn KkAT W DT HY YT 0 m¥nn
TIONW NI NIN RINW R DR DPTXD
SNOR DT PR NN 7D0% 0nR Mph
Answer: if at the time he voluntarily —-0°?¥2% NRIN N0 W Wyn 531 MY

purchased the honors, he had in mind

to pay for them with maaser money, 112N1 XY MXNN N1 NYW1 DR 12 PRY 7N
he may do so. This is because maaser ,7WynNnN Y119H NXII 0 IR TWYNN 1NH
money may be used for all discretionary  .n12 7% NRI1 12, 7WYNN 1210 YD 77D NN
mitzvah causes, not just for charity. Even

though the donor has gained a personal

advantage, it is permissible. However, if

at the time he purchased the honor, he

did not have in mind to pay with maaser

funds, the payment is now considered

his personal debt, and one may not

repay his debts or personal financial

obligations with maaser money.

ANSWERS TO THE OPENING QUESTIONS

1. Although the obligation to give Maaser from our income is a sub-category of the
overall commandment to give Tzedakah, there are many unique laws involved
in fulfilling this obligation that need not be kept when fulfilling the ”standard,,
Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah.

2. Although anyone who gives Tzedakah has a guarantee from our Torah that he will
not be impoverished by doing so, one who properly separates 10% of his income
to charity, has a guarantee that he will be repaid for every penny that he gives
to charity, and that he will become wealthy over time. As a matter of fact, it is
permitted to "test, Hashem by separating Maaser and seeing if he will receive the

'IABRUTA NIGHT @ SHAARE ZION



wealth that he has been guaranteed, although regarding other commandments,
including the Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah, it says (Devarim 6:16) "You shall not test
Hashem,,.

. Anytime a person gives money or items to charity he fulfills the Mitzvah of

giving Tzedakah, even if he does not keep an accounting of what he has given
throughout the year. However, the obligation to give Maaser is only fulfilled if it is
separated and given based on an exact accounting system, i.e. an actual one-tenth
or one-fifth of his annual income. Only if this is done can he expect to become
wealthy based on the Torah’s guarantee. Therefore, in order to properly fulfill this
obligation to give Maaser, a person should stipulate in the beginning of each year
that when he gives charity throughout the forthcoming year, exactly one-tenth
(or one- fifth) of his income is being given to fulfill his Maaser obligation, and any
money given above and beyond his amount will be for the purpose of performing
the "standard, Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah. In this manner, he can fulfill the
Halacha to give an exact amount to fulfill his Maaser Kesafim obligation. (2)

SOURCES:

1.

The Gemara in Taanis (9a) states: “Rav Yochanan says; What is the meaning of the verse (Devarim
14:22) ‘Asser Ta'Asser’? Separate a tenth so that you will become wealthy!,, Rav Yochanan
additionally states there that it is permitted for a person to give Maaser with the express intent
of testing Hashem, to see whether he will actually receive the promised wealth. This is because
Hashem told us through the prophet Malachi (3:10), ”Bring all of the Maaser into the storehouse,
so that there will be food in My house, and put me to the test in this, says Hashem, if | will not
open the windows of heaven and pour out for you immeasurable blessings-.

Tosafos there quote the Sifri that the obligation of separating Maaser that Rav Yochanan is
referring to, is not only from the grain harvest, but also from any profit a person makes from
business deals, salary, or even gifts that he receives. The promise of wealth also applies to proper
separation of such Maaser. This is stated as Halacha by the Bais Yosef and the Rema in Yoreh
De'ah (247:4), and by the Chofetz Chaim in Sefer Ahavas Chessed (Vol. 2 Ch. 18).

It is stated in the Teshuvos Avkas Rochel (3) that the Mitzvah of giving Maaser is only performed
properly when exactly 10% or 20% of that year's income is distributed to the poor. Many other
Poskim agree with this.
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